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THEATREVISION’ AS TV-PIX HYPO 





Cornseed Crooners Reap B.0. Bonanza 
As City Slickers Lap Cider-Jug Tunes 





‘With public domain tunes cur-+— 


rently riding high on best-seller 
lists, bookings for country, western 
and Ozark mountain singers pave 
opened up on a .national scale. 
Heretofore limited to dates in the 
grassroots areas, these singers are 
riding on the crest of the public 
domain fad into big city nitery and 
theatre engagements. 

Since such tunes as “Mocking 
Bird Hill,” “On Top of Old Smoky” 
and “Tennessee. Waltz” have been 
clicking in the large cities, theatres 
and nitery owners are beginning to 


thentic interpreters of these songs. 
Grossing top coin for these opera- 
tors this past year have been Ten- 
nessee Ernie, Red Foley, Merv Shi- 
ner, Ernest Tubbs, Eddy Arnold, 
Hank Williams and. Jimmy Dick- 
ens. Along with the theatre and 
nightclub engagements, the coun- 
try singers have been racking up 
top grosses in one-nite and concert 
dates in urban situations. Their 
b.o. draw is also being hypoed in 
these areas by the steady flow of 
country-styled disks being pressed 
by the major diskeries. These wax- 
ings are hitting 750,000 sales peaks 
with top sales coming in from ne 
non-cornbelt cities as Chicago, St. 
Louis, Detroit, San Francisco and 
New York. 


by 
conducts its own artists bureau. 


Chevalier Applies. 
For New U. S. Visa 
Under. ‘Hardship’ Rule 


Washington, June 26. 





yet received any from the 
Immigration Service. 

Original ban was omerned on-Che- 
Valier last April, when he went to 


Canada to fulfill a Pages with 
Canadian Concerts ,é Artists. Just 
Winding, up 
through the 


$8,225,000 RADIO CITY 
PLANNED BY SALT LAKE 


Salt Lake City, June 26. 

First steps have been taken: to 
get approval for the construction 
of a 22-story building to be known 
as Radio City Salt Lake. The city 
zoning commission’ has already 
cleared the way by granting waiv- 
ers of certain restrictions. } 

No names have been released as 
yet as to the backers, but it is un- 
derstood there is radio and TV 
money in the deal: Plans call for 
building to-have one wing with 50 
apartments, while the balance will 
consist of 250 offices, mainly for 
medics, radio and TY. 

Cost has been put at $8,225,000. 
If all goes well, construction work 
on what will be this .city’s tallest 
building will get under way Oct. +1. 


600 Unproduced 
Stories Offered . 
To Tele by WB)" 








on the initialer will be Shavey Lee, 
“mayor” of Chinatown, and repre- 
.sentatives of Nationalist China 
thave been invited. It will be pro- 








NBC TO FILM TOP 
TELE FOR EXHIBS 


The National Broadcasting Co. is 
going into the film-making busi- 
ness with a theatre-TV project 
which, it feels confident, will not 
only bring a new type product into 
the picture houses of the nation, 
but will at the same time lure 
millions of new customers to the 
boxoffice and establish a perma- 
nent‘hiche for TV personalities. 

The NBC. “theatrevision” for- 
mula, as already blueprinted, is ex- 
pected to start rolling about Aug. 
a: It represents. the most am- 
bitious venture to date to cement 
theatre-TV relations and, of more 
importance, piopeer a rand new 
form of show business to keep the 
exhibitor happy and clinch TV’s 
sphere of influence in American 
entertainment. 

Sylvester L. (Pat) Weaver, NBC’s 
veepee in charge of television, who 
initiated the idea, has already set 
the plan.in motion. It. envisions, 
as a start, five feature-length films, 
each running about 70 to 80 -min- 
utes. They will be made on 35m 
film, each comprising the high- 
lights of the top comics’ shows as 
seen over NBC-TV during the past 
season: Thus the outstanding bits 

f the eight Jimmy Durante shows 
ofthe *50-'51 season would be in- 
corporated into one pic. Along 
with Durante, NBC has set its 

(Continsed on page 63) 


Disk Jockeys Hit 


The Bigtime With 
Network Spreads 


local. station disk jockey is 
con his own as a network 











show originating from the Chez 

Paree nitery 
For a while it looked as though 
Gray would convert his 
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IReserved- Seat Vaudfilm, With Names, 


Will Be Tested 


DOS SEEKING LEGITER 
FOR JENNIFER JONES 


David O. Selznick is looking for 
a legit show for his wife, Jennifer 
Jones, for the coming season. Pic 
producer has had Nancy Stern, his 
eastern rep, send letters around 
to producers advising of availabil- 
ity of Miss Jones for a play this 
fall: Film actress was interested 
in “Gigi,” which Gilbert Miller will 
produce, but it -was. generally 
agreed she wasn’t right for the 
lead of the Parisian. teenager. 

DOS has been reported eyeing 
legit production himself, if proper 
setup and scripts materialize. 


Strong Defense 
Of Music Industry 


In Dope Inquiry 


Spotlighting of musle ‘bi: names 


jazz spots in the 

down of the New pipes eedeties 
situation has stirred a strong de- 
‘| fense of the industry by band agen- 
cy execs, 

One agency man, in the business 
for over 20 years, claimed that he 
knew of name musician 








Lee gage cls gg reopen 

Hanson’s drugstore, 
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A GROUP OF soLoIsts 


in RKO-MCA Setup 


The RKO circuit has joined with 
Musie Corp. of America in an at- 
tempt to bring back vaudeville that 
is styled to lure former theatre- 
goers to boxoffices. Both * are 
launching s Operation Hypo’ via an 
experimental se -apeperved- 
seat vaude plus “an “A” picture, 
with two shows daily on weekdays 
and three @ach on Saturdays and 
Sundays. 

First contract under the setup 
has already been signed. Spike 
Jones will play the Palace, Cleye- 
land, Sept. 6, and the RKO, Boston, 
Sept. 20, with week of Sept. 13 still 
to be filled. The Fox Theatre, De- 
troit indie, operated by Dave Idzal, 
is also Tt on the proposition and 
will get that show Aug. 30. 

Two other deals are in the works. 
Guy Lombardo and a femme top- 
liner, probably Celeste Holm, are 
being mulled for Boston, a 23, 
with other dates to ow, and 
Edgar Bergen and a eadliner 
eyed for the Albee, Cincinnati, 
Sept. 27, and Cleveland, Oct. 4. 


Dorothy Lamour may be paired 


with Bergen. 


up would insure tilent a good 
break in guarantees and percent- 


ages. 

Circuit and agency toppers ~ 
mate that a 3,000-seater, for in- 
stance, can bring in around $40,000 


t| under the price plan, which. calls 


for $1 for weekday 


matinees 
ll, | throughout the co and $1.50 
Saturdays 


evenings, and 
for orchestra and loges, and. $1 








A COMPLETE HOUR 


ov enteatarnment FO"? COLOR 


Under the Direction of PHIL SPITALNY 


(Continued on page 40. 
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Dialer Declines to Answer’ 
Probers; Rossen ‘No Commie Now’ 


By HERMAN A. LOWE 


Washington, June 26. 

Current phase of the Houge Un- 
American Activities Committee’s 
probe of Red infiltration in Holly- 
wood wound up this morning 
(Tues.) with the testimony of actor 
J. Edward Bromberg, who consis- 
tently declined to answer ques- 
tions on his alleged membership 
in the Communist Party or any 
of a large number of front organi- 
zations. 

The Hungarian-born, 48-year-old 
actor, visibly disturbed by the 
ordeal, brought to a dull finish a 
series of earings which had hit 
a number of high spots during 
the past few months. A brief 
moment of excitement occurred 
towards the end of the hour-and- 
a-half session when the witness 
and the committee clashed over 
Bromberg’s charge, appearing as 
a press interview in an Ann Arbor, 
Mich., paper, that the committee’s 
“record has been such that its 
effect has been to deprive people 
of their livelihood.” He admitted 
the statement, and having called 
tLe hearings a “witch hunt.” He 
further charged this morning that 
the mere mention of-a name as 
a witness made the person in- 
volved suspect and “automatically 
deprived him of employment in 
the entertainment field.” 

Chairman John S. Wood ‘(D., 


Ga.) and rep. Charles E. Potter | 


(R., Mich.) immediately went to 
bat on this charge, pointing out 
that “there are men who have ap- 
peared here this year who have 
answered questions frankly and 
are now employed in important 
jobs in the motion picture industry. 
Potter went on to point out that 
the witness himself. appeared in 
“The Royal Family” in the Ann 
Arbor drama season after receiv- 
ing his second subpoena. 

Bromberg admitted -the above, 
adding, “it’s a tribute to the cour- 
age of the drama season people 
that they resisted the pressure put 
on them and continued to employ 
me.” 

Potter, pursuing a favorite sub- 
ject, continued at this point with, 
“Do you think an entertainer who 

(Continued on page 20) 


US. Talent Helns Net 406 
For Brit. Sid Field Benefit 


’ London, June 26. 

Top Anglo-American talent per- 
formed at the Palladium’s biggest 
postwar midnight gala Monday 
(25), which raised over $40,000 
to be put into a trust fund for 
the children of the late comic, 
Sid Field. Among those appearing 
at the benefit were Danny Kaye, 
Judy Garland, Patricia Morison, 
Julie Wilson and Orsén Welles, 
at the head of the Yank contin- 
gent, with Sir Laurence Olivier and 
ro Leigh heading the British 
slate. < 

Kaye contributed an outstanding 
bit of buffoonery in his satire of 
a Russian delegate at Lake Failure, 

_ another as one of the girls in a 
Floradora Octet, a’ third ina song 
trio with the Oliviers and finally 
with a Harry Lauder impression. 
Miss Garland scored an ovation 
which. outstripped her previous re- 
ception at this house, and Orson 
Welles clicked as a m27ico. 

The Crazy Gang scored with 
their zanyisms and George Robey 
= a salvo with a trib~te to old- 

ers. 
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Eisler Sets Film Fete 
For Soviet Zone State 


Berlin, June 19. 

Fugitive U. S. Communist, Ger- 
hard Eisler, now propaganda min- 
ister of the east German Com- 
munist government announced 
that a “Festival of Peoples’ 
Democratic Films” will be held 
in the Soviet zone state, June 
26 to July 1. One full-length 
film each from Czechoslovakia, 
Poland, Bulgaria, Romania, Hun- 
gary and China are to be shown in 
East Berlin, Leipzig, Erfurt and 
Schwerin, with a few additional 





pix will not be entered. 


Also announced was the estab- 
lishment of the Soviet zone “Os- 
car” which will be awarded yearly 
for the “best collective effort in the 
terrain of films.” Awards of $500, 
$375 and $200 will be given to the 
best German films, regardiess of 
whether of they were produced in 
eastern or western Germany. 


New Show Biz Poor Souls 
Fete Wheeler at Corner 
Candy Store (Toots Shor) 


For an organization only one 
week old, the Poor Souls, a group 
started by Jackie Gleason, its: first 
president, pulled a remarkable 
stunt in getting together an organ- 
ization which gave its first testi- 
monialk dinner with 100 attending 
at $25 per head. Headquarters of 
the group is at Toots Shor’s, N. Y., 
where its first shindig was held 
Monday (25) in honor of comedian 
Bert Wheeler, the only Poor Soul 
they could think of who has less 
enemies than anyone, and they 
just felt it proper to give him a 
party. 

Gleason explained that the re- 
quirements for membership are 
fairly simple. “You just have to 
be alive,” and, of course, pay the 
assessments as they come _ up. 
Initial levy was the fee for the 
Wheeler shindig, out of which 
came a fancy- feed, at which few 
partook, in favor of the refresh- 
ment stand boniface Shor set up 
in front of the room. The assess- 
ment bought a $500 watch and 
four wedding rings for presenta- 
tion to Wheeler. Latter jewelry, 
representing one for every one of 
Wheeler’s marriages, was bought 
at Woolworth’s by press agent 
Frank Law, a club functionary. 


Gleason explained how the 
group came into being. “When we 
were kids; we hung around the 
corner candy store. We can’t do 
that now—we’re grown up. This 
(Toots Shor) is our candy store and 
us Poor Souls have got to stick to- 
gether.” 

Show biz, sports: figures and 
newspapermen are currently in 
the group. Gleason hopes the or- 
ganization will ultimately become 
as important as the Banshees and 
Circus Saints & Sinners. 

Peter Donald cut short a vaca- 
tion in Bermuda and flew up for 
the event. He came in the clothes 
he was wearing on the beach, 
shorts and a loud shirt. The af- 
fair was advertised as black tie. 
It was a gag in which everyone was 








in on, except Wheeler. He was 
the only one to come so ‘ 
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Czech puppet film shorts. Soviet. 


Jessel as Honor Guest 
At July 4 Celebration 


George Jessel will be one of 
guests of honor at the July 4 cele- 
bration in Philly next week of the 
175th anniversary of the Declara- 
tion of Independence. Manie Sacks, 
RCA v.p. and a former Philadel- 
phian, is chairman of the enter- 
tainment committee. 

Y .Jrving Berlin may: also appear 
at the shindig at Robin Hood Dell 
to sing “God Bless America.” He’s 
heading for the Coast this week 
to talk a pic deal with 20th-Fox 
and will attend the Philly celebra- 
tion if he cam get back east in time. 


Film B.O. Better 
After Tough May, 
5-10%, June Drop 


Although theatre income is con- 
tinuing short of satisfactory, num- 
ber of exhibs see good indication 
an improvement is due shortly, a 
check of major and indie cifcuits 
by VARIETY revealed this week. 


Business was generally sluggish 
through May, continued weak the 
first half of June and then began 
to pick up moderately. Business 
for the entire current month is ex- 
pected to show a drop of 5% to 
10% under June, 1950. 


Encouraging to the theatre ops, 
however, is they're spotting the 
same market trends which were ex- 
perienced at this time last year. 
Mild improvement was felt the lat- 
ter part of last June, it was re- 
called, and this was followed by a 
sharp upswing beginning in early 
July. While there was no expla- 
nation for the handsome rise in 
revenue, the hope now is that the 
phenomenon will repeat itself. 


The period of upbeat income last 
year lasted from the beginning of 
July to about mid-September when 
it levelled off. There’s the same 
lack of explanation for the slight 
firming-up which is currently being 
felt. It was especially noted there 
was no change in national eco- 
nomic conditions (particularly the 
high cost of living) which could 
have had an effect upon the na- 
tional theatre b.o. 


Strengthening hopes for another 
upturn this year is the prospect of 
strong product from a majority 
of the film companies, according to 
the theatremen. They said pix 
which have been scoring at the b.o. 
recently, particularly in the small- 
er situations, include RKO’s “The 
Thing,” Metro’s “Father’s Little 
Dividend” and Columbia’s “Born 
Yesterday.” 


. ? 9 

Charge ‘Heaven’s Sake 
Theft in 1506 Suit 
Hollywood, June 26. 

Damages of $150,000 are sought 
in a plagiarism suit brought against 
20th-Fox, William Perlberg afid 
George Seaton over the film, “For 
Heaven’s Sake.” 

Plaintiffs, writers Frank Albert- 
son and James M. Cross, charged 
that their story, “I Want to Be 
Yours,” was submitted to the stu- 
dio in 1946 and that “Sake” is a 
copy of that property. Suit alleges 
that the studio still has their story, 
for which they have never been 








een 
Censorship Warning 
Washington, June 26. 
Drawing a parallel between 
the early days of-films and TV 
in its present stage, Paramount 
v.p. Paul Raibourn last week 
warned the National Assn. of 
Radio and Television Broad- 
casters that it had no time to 
lose in setting up a code of 
self regulation to head off 
political censorship. Raibourn 
spoke “off the record” at an 
NARTB session here last week. 


He pointed out that in 1911 
there was one state with a 
film censorship law, and by 
1922 there were six more. At 
that point, Hollywood started 
_moves toward self-regulation 
and. no other states have 
adopted censorship laws since. 
The industry, however, has 
never succeeded in getting 
even one of the seven states 





to repeal the law, Raibourn 
stated. 


Freelance Pic Names Mull 
To TV as Big Com Looms Via Cable 


» 





Benny Troupe in Sock _ 
$33,680 GI Benefit 
Hollywood, June 26. 

Jack Benny and his troupe, in 
one performance in Memphis at a 
benefit for servicemen’s charities, 
grossed a smash $33,680 at: Ellis 
Auditorium Saturday night (23), 
despite 90-degree heat. About 5,000 
jammed the auditorium to capac- 
ity boxes selling for $500 each. 

In addition to three evening 
shows in Memphis for the Plough 
Drug Co., Benny and his troupe 
also gave a full show at three serv- 
icemen’s hospitals in the Memphis 
area. Connie Moore and Artie 
Auerbach appeared with Benny. 

Benny planes out today (Tues- 
day) for a five-week tour of Korea. 
With Errol Flynn, Marjorie Rey- 
nolds, Benay Venuta and other 
acts, he will do & break-in show at 
Travis air base near San Francisco 
tomorrow night and immediately 
take off overseas. 





‘Pacific’ Going Parisian! 
2d French Singer Eyed, 
For London; Rico in N. Y. 


“South Pacific” seems to be going 
Parisian with a vengeance—with 
Roger Rico, of the Paris Opera, 
going into the N. Y. version of 
the musical July 9 as the French 
planter, Emile de Becque, and still 
another Paris Opera bass-baritone 
being auditioned only last week 
for the forthcoming London fac- 
simile. Co-author-producer Oscar 
Hammerstein, 2d, was in London 
and Paris last week, holding audi- 
tions, returning to N. Y. last Fri- 
day (22). 

No decision has been made on 
the London male lead (to appear 
opposite Mary Martin when the 
show bows there in November), and 
Hammerstein prefers to keep the 
singer’s name under wraps for the 
time being. Felix Maroulani, Paris 
agent, who booked Rico for the 
N. Y. assignment, also handles. the 
Frenchman auditioned for the Lon- 
don role. 


The London “Pacific” will go into 
the Drury Lane, with “Carousel” 
moving elsewhere. Ezio Pinza, 
original Emile in the Broadway 
“Pacific,” who is now traveling 
abroad, reportedly was interested 
in the London production, but 
wanted only a six-month deal. This 
the “Pacific” producers nixed. 


In Rico the N. Y.. production 
seems to have a character as col- 
orful as the part he’s to play. He'll 
be the first Emile with an authentic 
French accent—Pinza is Italian- 
born, while his successor, Ray Mid- 
dieton (whom Rico will replace), 
is a westerner. Baritone didn’t 
know a word of English on arrival 
in N. Y. six weeks ago, and still 
knows little. He’s learning the role 
of Emile phonetically, assisted by 
Stage manager- Jean Barrere. He 
reportedly has the first of the two 
arf down pat, and sings his lyrics 
well. . 


Singer is a real-life prototype of 


ing a planter and vintner in North 
Africa. He has two kids (as has 
de Becque), Independently wealthy, 
Rico is an independent character, 
as well as a fabulous liver..In addi- 
tion to his wife and two kids, he 





Schary Studies British 


Yarns for Production 


Hollywood, June 26. 

Number of properties discovered 
in England by Metro story editor 
Kenneth MacKenna are being eyed 
by production chief Dore Schary 
for possible purchase. Increasing 
M-G production in England re- 
quires a greater number of stories 
which .can be made there. 


MacKenna’s trip was his first to 
London in two years. In the future, 
however, he will make regular 
trips to England to study story and 





screenplay markets. 


w 


the French planter de Becque, be- | @‘tist 


~ By JACK HELLMAN 


Hollywood, June. 26. 

The greener fields of television 
are beckoning to stars of the cin- 
ema not contractually bound to 
studios and a wholesale exodus 
from the sprocket factories is fore- 
seen for the months that lie ahead. 
Speed of the movement will be ac. 
celerated once the eastern cable is 
joined with the western relay, now 
slated for some time in the fall, 

Their income from pictures grad- 
ually levelling off far below their 
peak earning power and a bonanza 
shaping up in video, the stars are 
getting itchy to climb on the band- 
wagon before it rolls past .them. 
No less than a dozen names that 


decorated the de luxe marquees. 


are exploring the potential and the 
least nibble from the networks or 
agencies will bring them running. 

It has been estimated by agents 
and business managers of top 


names that the income from TV. 


would be far greate. than what 
they have ever taken out of pic- 
tures. By producing 39 half-hour 
pictures a year for video, complete- 
ly controlling their own package 
and production unit, the potential 
profit would approximate $20,000 
per film or around $1,000,000 for a 
seasonal output of 39 pictures. The 
possible gross for first run and sub- 
sequent screenings of a picture 
could well run close to $5,000,000, 
it is estimated. This is based on 
the growing TV audience due to 
increased set sales and continuing 
licensing of new stations after the 
freeze is lifted. 

By retaining residual rights after 
the original showing, stars would 
keep the pictures going for years, 
With this in view they're beginning 

(Continued on page 63) 


Way Off Broadway 


L———- By HENRY MORGAN..__. 


‘ Rome. 

Before leaving Austria I took in 
a thing out at Schonbrunn castle, 
and it was enough to make Billy 
Rose agonize with shame because 
he can’t do it. For one thing, they 
use the palace as part of the set... 
and he ain’t gonna raise the dough 
for no palace. 7 

They advertise the evening as 
“Die Wiener Saengerknaben,” and 
that’s what we went to see. They 











set up wooden bleachers in the pal- . 


ace courtyard, and there’s a stage 


sete? 
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burst open, and madly whirling 


couples waltz out onto the terrace, . 
down the steps, all over the pal- 


ace, the chorus swells, the music 


is forte. ; .and, as I said, Billy Rose. 


would cut his throat in envy. _Thir- 
ty shillings (buck and a half) top. 
‘There’s a fine, modern theatre 





(Continued on page 54) 
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Theatre TV as Goodwill, Free Service 
To Regular Patrons Urged by Weitman 


Theatres raising admission prices +-—— 


for large-screen. TV fight exclu- 
sives, or otherwise treating them 
as anything but free, added attrac- 
tions to regular picture bills, are 
making a serious mistake. That's 
the opinion expressed to VARIETY 
in New York this week by Robert 
M. Weitman, v.p. of United Para- 
mount Theatres. The vet showman 
will also be v.p. in charge of pro- 

amming for the new company 
to result from the projected mer- 
er of and the American 
Broadcasting Co. 

“In the interest of preserving 
whatever good will is left to the 
flm industry in this country,” 
Weitman declared, “I think houses 
with large-screen TV exclusives 
should make them available at 
regular admission scales and as 
part of their ordinary service to 
the patron.” 

“We're going to be in trouble 
otherwise,” he explained, “when 
home television owners turn their 
dial and discover the fight they ex- 
pected to see is not available to 
them in their living room. They 
are going to be mighty sore—there 
are evidences of it already—and 
they're going to look for someone 
to blame it on. 

“They are not going to stop to 
reason out that the promoter has 
done it because the gate receipts 
are down or that the economics of 
the situation demand it. They're 
going to see that while the fight 
is not available to them for free, 
they can view it for a price at a 
theatre—and they’re going to 
blame the exhibitor for depriving 
them of what they had considered 
their God-given right to pick up 
such attractions off the air. 

“Therefore, we have a ticklish 
public relations problem. Solving 
it successfully depends completely 
on our method of presentation of 
these events. The handling must 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Some’ Guild Members 
Abide by 20th Cuts, 
Effecisve This Sunday 
Twentieth-Fox’s plan for volun- 
tary salary cuts by homeoffice, stu- 
dio and foreign execs earning more 
than $500 a week goes into effect 
officially Sunday (1), th Hol- 
lywood guilds have nixed pro- 
posal for members holding 20th 
contracts. Prexy Spyros Skouras 
said in N, Y¥. yesterday (Tyes.) 
that a “few” d members were 
going along with the wage slices, 
but he would not identify them. 
Profit-participation aspects of the 
20th plan, whereby affected ‘per- 
sonnel could receive coin up to an 
amount equal to their full salaries, 
has been amended slightly. In 
order to give employees an incen- 
tive to reduce their salaries, com- 
pany is giving them the right te 
participate in 59% of the com- 
pany’s net ge SE oe 
his report. to the . 


N. Y. May 15, said the reductions 





and profit sharings would » on.an 


annual basis starting July 1. 
Under an amended plan, there 
Will be an accumulation of reduc 

(Continued on page 60) 


Krim Delays Return 
To N. Y. From Europe 


Arthur B. Krim, president of 
United Artists, now in Europe, has 
Postponed his return.to N. Y. to 
around July 4. He 
ned to hop hack 
early this week. Krim, along ' 
Robert S§. Benjamin, his pard in 
the UA operation, are abroad for 
an on-the-spot investigation of the 
company’s European affairs. 

Max Youngstein, ad-pub v.p. for 
UA, checked back at the home- 
office on Monday (25) following a 
weekend Coast visit. He and sales 
topper William Heineman viewed 
& number of pix as prospective re- 
leases for the “company, but no 
deals were closed. Heineman is 
oe back later this week, follow- 

& stopovers in the field 








Any Old Jail Will Do 


Dimitri Tiomkin, musical di- 
rector for Stanley Kramer 
Productions, spent a day in 
Sing Sing prison last week in 
the interest of authenticity. 
He’s about to start writing the 
score for “My Six Convicts,” 
adaptation of the best seller, 
which Kramer is filmizing. 

Actual locale of the yarn, 
written by a prison psychiatrist 
about his work with the con- 
victs, was a Kansas penitenti- 
ary. But jails are jails to Tiom- 
kin, who figured he. could get 
“the feel” for his music just 
as well 15 miles from New 
York as 1,500. 


Report WB to Bid 
For Big Block Of 
Its Own Common 


In line with its program of capi- 
talization shrinkage, Warner Bros. 
is set to put in a bid for a hefty 
block of-its own common shares on 
the N. Y., Stock Exchange. Reports 
of the impending big buy were 
widely circulated in Wall St. last 
week, prompting heavy trading in 
the issue. 


About 75,000 shares of WB stock 
exchanged hands over the week’s 
span. It opened tke week at 1236 
and was up to 13% at Tuesday's 
(19) closing. Price since has been 
running at about 13. 

Cueing the extensive trading is 
the unofficial information that WB 
will place a standing order for its 
stock at $14, or possibly more, 
for a limited time. During the last 
winter, Paramount similarly bought 
in on its own issde in liné with 
its policy of cutting the capitaliza- 
tion structure. Company purchased 
about 500,000 shares. 

WB now has about 6,685,000 
shares of common ou g,asa 
result of intermittent buying it has 
done over the past year. Film outfit 
had 7,295,000 shares out as of May 
27, 1950. 

WB objective is to hold to the $1 
dividend rate annually despite the 
drop in earnings. Idea is to de- 
crease the outstanding stock com- 
mensurate with the profits slide 
and in that way hold up the per- 
share earnings. Cash for the stock 
purchases is coming from sale of 
numerous WB properties, including 


sets, such as commercial buildings. 


After-25 Bracket Nixes 

Pix in ‘Small Town’ 
Chicago, June 26. 

Smalltown filmgoers do not like 
war, western or operatic pix and its 
unmarried residents don’t like ro- 
mantic films. Men attend theatres 
twice as often as women; single 
persons go seven times as often as 





goes after he reaches age 25. 


That's the opinion of I. I. Raines, 
member of U. of Illinois’ marketing 


western town (pop. 3,000) and pub- 
lished his fin last -week in 
“Current Economic Comment,” 
quarterly journal of the univer- 


Business Research. 

Basis for Raines’ survey was to 
find methods of improving theatre- 
going in small towns, while tele- 
vision simultaneously is syphoning 
off audiences in metropolitan areas 
and dollar shortages abroad are 


ee ee demand for 
erican films 


Researcher chose a town in which 
only one theatre was located, sub- 
mitted questionnaires to the citi- 
zenry and then tabulated frequency 
of attendance, preferences and dis- 
bom and other factors affecting 
filmgoing. ; 





some theatres and “extraneous” as- | 


married people, and almost no one | co 


division, who polled a random mid- 


sity’s Bureau of Economic - and 





H'WOOD'S GOIN IN 
¢ CURRENT SHOWS 


Affinity of Hollywood and Broad- 
way, which went through a cooling- 
off period several years ago, is now 
reprising a love match. Major film 
studios have a financial interest in 
one way or another in six current 
Broadway. legiters—almost one- 
third of the 20 presently alight on 
the Stem. 

In addition, at least some of the 
companies are wide open to deals 
for. the.fall. They'll either put a 
straight investment into Broadway 
shows or make pre-production 
deals for angeling in return for 
first crack at screen rights. 

Concentration on Broadway cur- 
rently, as in the past, is by Para- 
mount and 20th-Fox. Other com- 
panies have had interests in shows 
from time to time, but Par and 
20th have shown a continuing en- 
thusiasm that has paid off very 
well. 

Par’s play department, under di- 
rection of John Byram, actually 
does better than pay for itself. 
That's unusual, since legit scouting 
is ordinarily a function of the story 
department, which is strictly a stu- 
dio service operation charged to 
picture overhead. Its only payoff 
is expected to be in acceptable 
screen material which it discovers 
for the studio. 

Byram’s department always has 
an income of at least $300 or $400 
a week from various rights it has 
let out and has frequently had rev- 
enue of $1,000 a week or more 
coming in. Twentieth-Fox’s play 

(Continued on page 60) 


PAR EYES ‘STALAG’ 
BUT FERRER BALKY 


Paramount is showing an active 
interest in acquiring sereen rights 
to “Stalag 17,” current Broadway 
legit hit. If purchased, it will be 
for produftion by Billy Wilder, who 
has been particularly anxious to get 
it. Wilder and Don Hartman, stu- 
dio production chief, were recent- 
ly in New York to see the play. 

There are a number of obstacles 
in the. way currently, aside from 
price.. One of these is desire of 
José Ferrer, producer of the legit- 
er, to make. the screen version him- 
self. He’s not anxious to sell until 
certain what his own plans regard- 
ing it are. Price is also a factor, 
demand being for a very stiff 








L. B. Mayer Huddling With Lurie 


Following His Exit 


From Metro Lot: 


See Future Tied in With RKO Buy Try 


> 





v 


Busy Boy 
Hollywood, June 26. 

Marvin Miller lays. claim 
this week to the~ all-media 
work championship. 

He’s appearing nightly in 

* the legiter “Detective Story” 
at the Ivar Theatre; playing a 
featured role in “The Mask,” 
a vidfilm; announcing, acting, 
or both, in a total of 14 radio 
programs; and narrating “Land 
of the Quaking Earth,” a Tech- 
nicolor short at Warners. 

He also has a personal ap- 
pearance scheduled in connec- 
tion with “Peking Express,” in 
which he played a featured 
role. 


Pic Stockholders - 
Kept Happy By 
Steady Payoffs 


Despite the general slide in earn- 
ings, majority of film corporations 
still are keeping stockholders hap- 
py via dividend payoffs. The pic 
outfits for the most part have 
maintained a steady pace in their 
checks to investors for the past 
three years. In the case of Colum- 
bia an increase was shown. 

Only two of the top companies, 
RKO and Universal, haven’t de- 
clared any dividends since 1948, 
when the big drop in the business 
was felt.. While ,prospects at RKO 
still are bleak, U has been making 
a strong monetary comeback in re- 
cent months.and the possibility of 
a ‘small payoff to stockowners later 
in the year is not entirely dis- 
counted. 

Both Paramount Pictures and 
United Paramount Theatres in- 
dicate a continuing of quarterly 
checks in the amount of 50c, for a 
$2 annual total each. This is the 
same rate which had been main- 
tained by the former Par parent 
corporation. 





straight payoff or a heavy percent- 
age of the pic’s gross. 4 


Same holds for 20th-I‘ox, which 
(Continued on page 63) 





National Boxoffice Survey 


Key ‘Cities Spotty to Slow; ‘Caruso’ No. 1 For 7th 
Successive Week, ‘Fabiola’ Takes Second 


Biz at first-runs over the coun- 
try continues to lag this stanza, 
being about even with last week’s 
totals. Many exhibs in key cities 
covered by VARIETY currently are 
holding over or booking pix to 
tide over until they can bring in 
new product for Fourth of July 
week. Hot weather was the big- 
gest handicap to sustained trade, 
mercury giving many ts a taste 
of the usual summer dog days to 


me, 
“Great .Caruso” (M-G) is head- 
ing the boxoffice winners for the 
seventh successsive week, being 
one of the few pix to be consist- 
ently above par currently. “Fabi- 
ola” (UA), moving up.from fourth 
slot of a week, ago, is finishing sec- 
ond by a-healthy margin. 

ird ing to “He 


Th money is goi 
Ran All Way” (UA), which is just 
getting started this round. “Take 
Care My Little Girl” (20th) is 
fourth while “Tales of Hoffmann” 
(Indie) is pushing up to fifth 
place, “Best of Badmen” (RKO) 
will land sixth. 

“Apache Drums” (U) is showing 
enough to place seventh. “On 
Riviera” (20th), “Folsom Prison” 
(WB) and “Appointfhhent With 
Danger” (Par) complete the top 
10 list in that order. “The Thing” 

» “In Navy Now” (20th), 
“House Telegraph Hill” (20th) and 


‘this stanza, looks fine and okay. 





\“Goodbye, My Fancy” (WB) are 


the runnerup films in, that se- 
quence. ‘ 

Several new pictures indicate 
promise. , “Excuse My Dust” 
(M-G), which comes into N. Y. 
Capitol this week, is bright and 
big on its first two playdates. 
“Hard, Fast, Beautiful” (RKO), 
which is opening at N. Y. Astor 


“Sirocco” (Col), light in N. Y. on 
second. week, okay in Toronto. 


“Last Outpost” (Par) shapes up 
okay in Chicago. “Man From 
Planet X” (UA) is adding some 
additional coin in scattered play- 
dates. “Jungle § Headhunters” 
(RKO) is oke in Detroit. 


“I Was American Spy” (Mono) 
looks stout in Philly. “Dear 
Brat” (Par), okay in Chi, is light 
in L.A. “Oliver Twist” (UA), fair 
in Frisco and okay in Denver, hit 
a terrific pace in first four days at 
arty Chi house. 

“Little Big Horn” (Lip), okay in 
Seattle, shapes fine in Pitt. “Kon- 
Tiki” (RKO) is big on most dates 
this stanza. \ “Sealed Cargo” 
(RKO) looks fair to tepid in three 
engagements. 

“No Questions: Asked” (M-G) is 
solid in Washington, backed by 
stageshow. “Smuggler’s Island” 
(U) shapes good in Toronto. 


(Complete Bozoffice Reports on 


Louis B. Mayer reportedly will 
head for San Francisco from Hol- 
lywood in a few days for huddles 
with Louis R. Lurie. The exiting 
Metro studio chief has no definite 
plans for the future, as yet. What 
he does may well depend on the 
success of Lurie’s present efforts 
to acquire control of both the RKO 
production - distribution company 
and its theatre circuit affiliate. 

That was learned in New York 
yesterday (Tues.), following formal 
disclosure the previous afternoon 
of Mayer’s parting with Metro 
after 27 years association with the 
studio. The official announcement 
came as no surprise, either in New 
York or Hollywood. Growing bit- 
terness in the past few years be- 
tween Mayer and the Loew’s prexy, 
Nicholas M. Schenck, has been an 
open secret in the industry. 

Date Mayer actually checks off 
the lot hasn’t been worked out yet, 
but obviously will -be before Aug. 
31, which is when his contract 
terminates. New private offices 
now being prepared for him, will 
be ready for occupancy July 15. 

It was also learned in: both 
Hollywood and New York that 
Metro is prepping no, studio per- 
sonnel changes following Mayer’s 

(Continued on page 18) 


See Mulvey, Levy Likely 


SIMPP Reps in London 
On New Film Agreement 


Hollywood, June 26. 

James Mulvey and William Levy, 
members of the eastern ‘distribu- 
tion committee of the Society of 
Independent Motion Picture Produ- 
cers, were regarded today (Tues.) 
as likely candidates to rep the 
SIMPP in re-negotiation of the 
British film trade agreement in 
London next month. SIMPP prexy 
Ellis G. Arnall, who had joined 
Mulvey in previous trading ses- 
sions with the British, wili prob- 

(Continued on page 54) 
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Roy Rogers Sues Rep, TV Subsid 
~ To Nip Their Sales of His Pix 





Hollywood, June 26. 

Roy Rogers has filed suit in U. S. 
District Court asking Republic and 
its subsidiary, Hollywood Tele- 
vision Service, be restrained from 
issuing any of his old starring 
eaters in any manner in which 
either his name or name of his 
horse, Trigger, are used for com- 
mercial purposes. Attorney Fred- 
erick Sturdy filed suit as a test to 
determine the legal position of 
Rogers and other film personali- 
ties whose pix are being steered 
into video with commercial spon- 
sorship. 

A temporary’ restraining order 
was granted Saturday (23). 

Sturdy pointed out that Rogers 
is seeking an injunction, as use of 
his films with commercial blurbs 
would create the impression that 
the film cowpoke is endorsing the 
preducts advertised. 

Gene Autry, former Rep star, an- 
nounced that he, too, would take 
legal action to bar exhibition of his 
Rep oaters on TV, if necessary. He 
made 72 pix for Rep between 1934 
and 1935. 

Despite threats of legal action 
by Rogers and Gene Autry against 
Republic on the sale of their pic- 
tures for television, Hollywood 
Television Service last week ex- 
posed its rental or leasing plan to 
agencies and networks for its 
backlog of three top. western prop- 
erties. es 

Not only is Republic spring- 
boarding into video by making the 
most of its old pictures available 
for the medium but Earl Collins, 
prez of Television Service, an- 
nounced to admen at a luncheon 
attended by 50 that the facilities 
of the studio are also to be made 
available for outside TV producers. 
‘ Rep. is asking top price for the 
old Rogers features—$30,000 for 


* first-runs on a national basis or 


$25,000 for each of two runs. The 
Autrys and “Red Ryder” will be 
knocked down for $20,000 first-run 
or $17,500 for each of two runs, 
Other features from the backlog 
are priced on the basis of Class A 
hourly rate per run. In the blocks 
of westerns are 32 Rogers and 
Autrys, and 26 Ryders. 

Republic - started accepting or- 
ders yesterday (Mon.) and buyers 
were told that they would have to 
pay the 5% to the musicians union 
recording fund, Studio is standing 
the tap for rescoring the music 
tracks. Collins advised the agencies 
and networks they would be ‘in- 
demnified against legal action. 


Exhibs Ask COMPO 


To Rep Industry In 
Rap Vs. No-Tax Orgs 


etropolitan 
Theatres Assn., N, Y., will ask 
Council of Motion Picture Organi- 
eee to ow ony film industry in 
against . proposed exemp- 
tion ef sdmission tax on shows giv- 





en by non-profit organizations. 
MMPTA ‘taunched its battle 
the last week with 


exemptions 

telegrams to the House Ways and 
Means Committee in Washington. 

COMPO support of the cam- 
paign will be sought when the 
measure goes to the Senate, 
which will consider the pro- 
posal within the next two 
months. It’s felt by the exhib or- 
ganization that the organized pro- 
test properly comes under 
sere con of te tat San 

one e most 

to face the industry in’ Sao several 
years as it would permit, if passed, 
non-profit groups to compete with 
pic theatres without tacking an ad- 
mission tax-to their tickets. 


Carle Replaces Siegel - 
As Par Studio Pub Chief 


Hollywood, June 26. 

Teet Carle, a member of the stu- 
dio publicity department for the 
last 11 years, took over yesterday 
(Mon.) as head of the Paramount 
studio publicity department, re- 
placing Norman Siegel, who re 
signed. 

Carle, assistant department head 
since 1945, entered the industry as 
a Paramount flack in 1927 and was 
with the firm until 1936, when he 
went to Metro for four years. He 
rejoined Paraméunt in 1940. 








Eyes Other Shows 


Encouraged on the b.o: pos- 
sibilities of large-screen théa- 
tre tele as a result of the pres- 
ent fight experiments, United 
Paramount v.p. Robert M. 
Weitman believes it will not 
be too difficult to schedule 
other shows at least once week- 
ly. Major point, he feels, is 
thinking ahead and getting 
them set well in advance. 

Anxious to get away from 
the one-note emphasis on 
sports in the experiments, 
Weitman is looking forward to 
the possibility of telecasting to 
the theatre network a show 
from the stage of the Para- 
mount, N. Y., such as that in 
which Dean Martin and. Jerry 
Lewis will star next week. 
Weitman would also like to 
make an arrangement with the 
Rockefellers to carry at least 
two of the big traditional an- 
nual shows of the Radio City 
Music Hall, such as those at 
Christmas and Easter. 


Frank Mcintosh Named 
MPAA Rep in Pheatre TV 
Hearings Due Before FCC 


Washington, June 26. 

Frank McIntosh, prominent 
Washington consulting engineer, 
has been chosen to represent the 
Motion Picture Assn. of America 
in next September’s theatre tele- 
vision hearings before the Federal 
Communications Commission. Mc- 
Intosh’s appointment was set for 
final okay at today’s (Tues.) meet- 
ing of the association’s TV com- 
mittee in New York. 


Appointment of McIntosh is one 
of the natural steps in the asso- 
ciation’s preparation for its theatre 
TV presentation before the FCC. 
Whether special counsel will be 
retained for the chore, or. whether 
the association’s general counsel, 
Sidney Schreiber, who prepared 
the petition, will handle legal ties 
before the commission, was not 
disclosed. General procedure, 
however, is to employ specialists 
in the field. 


Today’s meeting of the TV com- 
mittee, headed by Metro’s Leopold 
Friedman, was for the specific pur- 
pose of mapping a preliminary 
campaign in the industry’s efforts 
to secure allocations for theatre 
exhibition: Since individual mem- 
bers of MPAA, such as 20th and 
Paramount, will also appear at the 
hearings, the association is under- 
stood to be spearheading its argu- 
ments along two lines: (1) The need 
for theatre video’as a public serv- 
ice; (2) to overcome opposition of 
th® common carrier. 

Reaction to last week’s and to- 
morrow’s (Wed.) experiments with 
closed-circuit theatre television of 

fights is being closely watched 

Edward Cheyfitz, association 
rep on the conimittee. Public re- 
sponse to the program is likely to 
be used in the arguments to drive 
home the publie service aspects of 
theatre TV. 

Arguments against the “common 
carrier” will center around its cost 
to exhibitors, its unavailability at 
certain times, particularly in case 
of a national emergency, and its 
lack of high definition. Industry 
engineers are prepared) to show 
that 1,000-line definition is now a 
possibility under the ideal condi- 
tions of theatre projection, han- 
dled. as it will be, by experts. 

With the Society of Motion Pic- 
ture Engineers removed from the 
hearings because of divided loyalty 
between the film industry and 
AT&T, both of which are members 
of the. group, MPAA will carry the 
ball for companies that have not 
filed to be heard. Hearings are 
skedded for Sept. 17. 








Haas Pic in Fox Deal 


Twentieth-Fox has closed a deal 
for the outright -urc!.a:e of Hugo 
Haas’ indie production “The 
Bridge.” Distrib will handle the 
rie as its own product on instead 
of on a distribution percentage ar- 
rangement. 

This is the second iim produced 
by Haas without a pre production 
release. First. was “Pickup,’ sold 
outright to Columbia. 


5 Continued from pase 3 


be such that the public is made to 
understand that we are them 
a favor in making 
seeing a fight or other event which 
they couldn’t see at all, otherwise.” 
The best way to do that, Weit- 
man feels, aside from advertising 
and promotional copy, is te make 
the special event a part of the reg- 
ular’ theatre program, just as a 
stage show would be. . The cus- 
tomer is thus still getting for free 
the fight he’d get for free over the 
air. He certainly on that basis 
would have no room to squawk, 
Weitman believes, and should ac- 
tually be grateful to the exhib. 


United Par exec also feels that 
closing of a theatre several hours 
before fight time, as some houses 
are doing in the current experi- 
ments, and then opening later just 
for the special event is also a bad 
practice. 

“It is important in the long- 
range operation of a house,” he as- 
serted, “that its essential charac- 
teristic as a film theatre be pre- 
served. We're not operating sta- 
diums, but theatres that through 
the year depend on the good will 
of the little people who are our 
regular customers.” 

Weitman was insistent that he 
did not desire to be critical of the 
policy of any of the nine theatres 
that participated in screening of 
the Louis-Savold fight two weeks 
ago or the 11 that will show the 
Murphy-La Motta bout tonight 
(Wed.). He pointed out that the 
whole matter of large-screen exclu- 
sives was still in the experimental 
stage and theatremen were justi- 
fied in trying varied policies, al- 
though they didn’t agree with his 
way of thinking. 

Fabian’s Palace in Albany will 
close its boxoffice at 3 p.m. and re- 
open at 6 tonight for the fight. Reg- 
ular evening scale will prevail, 
with the film. to be shown before 
and after the fight. Objective of 
the three-hour closing is to keep 
people from comingin during mat- 
inee and holding seats. 

Shea’s Fulton in Pittsburgh will 
again show the bout as the feature 
event, with all seats to be reserved 
and sold in advance. Price will be 
hypoed to $1.35 plus tax. Boxoffice 
will open at 9 p.m. 





Pay-Control Exemptions 
To Be Urged by WSB 
Panel for Amus. Aides 


Exemption from wage controls 
for employees of industries that 
are exempt from price controls will 
be recommended by 
panel of the Wage Stabilization 
Board when it meets in Cincinnati 
July 5. Workers ben from 
the action, if the WSB approves 
the panel’s report, will include 
those in motion pictures, television 
and radio. 

Initial hearings before the spe- 
cial panel were held in Washington 
June 5, when reps of amusement 
unions argued that Congress, in ex- 
empting certain industries from 
'price ceilings, indicated that a smal] 
hike in wages would not cause in- 

ednesday 

day (20-21), when a majority of the 
panel members agreed that Con- 
gress did not intend that wage 
ceilings should apply on industries 
ree from price control. 

. The Tri 
two each from industry and labor, 
and two repping the public. The 
~~ reps are Theodore Kheel, 

. Y. attorney, and Richard Lester, 
professor of economics at Prince- 


represented - by 
geen of the Con- 
tions, 


cinnati Gas and Etéctrie Co., and 
Boston attorney Irvin D. Shapiro. 





Europe to N. Y. 
Siren Adjemova 
S. N. Behrman 
Mrs. Alex Cohen 
Humphrey Doulens 
Oscar Hammerstein, 2d 
Dorothy Kilgallen 


Andre Kostelanetz 
Robert Lewis 

Jean Loutrel 
Joseph McConville 
Mrs. James Russo 
Gladys Swarthout. . 








doing 
possible their 


-partite panel includes | . 


Richard Kollmar ‘d 





~~ LaMotta-Murphy’s TV Test = 


Exclusive tele showing.of the La Motta-Murphy. fight tonigh 
is of 11 eastern theatres Sone 


eS cetera a 
experiment with the Lor 


rying the initial fight was a one-night wonder or whether exely. 
sive large-screen telewasting of major events is the b.o, panacea it 


Feeélitig is that it would be unwise to build 
basis of the success of a single trial. It has also been opined that 
the Louis-Savold bout was not conclusive evidence of normal aw 
dience appeal of theatre tele because of the special place held by 

* Joe Louis in the hearts of fight fans. He has always been a draw, 
although battling at the age of 37 is admittedly stretching things 
In addition, it is thought that perhaps part of the great 

success of the bout on large-screen TV was due to the fact it was a 


a bit. 
first. 


At any rate, response to tonight’s event is expected toe shed con. 
siderably more light on theatre video’s value—at least so far as 
sports are concerned. Two houses added to tonight’s loop te make 
11 theatres in eight cities showing the fight are Warner Bros’ 


Stanley in Philly and Fabian’s 


group comprises B&K’s State-Lake and Tivoli, Chicago; RKO 
Keith's, Washington, and Palace, Cleveland; Loew's Century and 
Rome’s Harlem in Baltimore, District’s 
bian’s Palace, Albany, and Shea's Fulton, Pittsburgh. 





WB’s Stanley, Philly, 
Installs Big-Screen TV 


Philadelphia, June 26. 

The Stanley Theatre, 2,900-seat 
flagship of the Warner circuit here, 
installed RCA large-screen televi- 
sion over the weekend. Initial tele- 
cast to be picked up will be the 
Bob Murphy-Jake LaMotta fight, 
tomorrow (27) night. House is the 
first in the Warner chain to add 
TV, and it is understood here that 
Warners is making installations in 
15 other theatres across the coun- 
try. 

Fight telecast will coincide with 
the permiere of Alfred Hitchcock’s 
“Strangers on a Train” at the Stan- 
ley the same day (27). 


Develop Stars in TV 
For Theatrical Films 
Is Plan of Flamingo 


Initial effort by a telefilm pro- 
ducer to develop new stars via TV 
for possible later exploitation in 
theatrical pix is being planned by 
Flamingo Films. That’s the video 
film production-distribution outfit 
in which are partnered Matty Fox, 
former Universal v.p., now one of 
the controlling triumvirate in 
United Artists, and theatreman Jo- 
seph Harris. 


Lew Kerner, ‘former Goldwyn 
talent chief, is production head for 
the outfit. He was in New York 








is being watche 


up hopes on the 


National in Richmond. Original 


Chi Exhibs Hop 
On Theatre TV 


Chicago, June 26, 

In wake of the successful big. 
screening of the Louis-Savold bout 
at Balaban & Katz’ State-Lake and 
Tivoli Theatres here, independent 


exhibitors are currently scurrying 
around in an attempt to latch onto 
the’ growing momentum of theatre 
television. : 

Allied Theatres of Tlinois last 
week appointed a committee to in- 
vestigate the cost of teevee instal- 
lation, then turned over the com. 
plex problem of whether indies can 
work into International Boxing 
Club’s two-shot deal—which in- 
cludes Fabian, Loew’s, RKO, and 
United Artists—to National Allied 
counsel Abram F. Myers. 

Balaban & Katz spokesman told 
VARIETY, meantime, that besides 
theatre-TV equipment for its Chi- 
cago theatres, it has additionally 
ordered apparatus for- houses in- 
Joliet, Waukegah and Aurora, Ill. 
Circuit’s present plans are to out- 
fit the Chicagd, Uptown, South- 
town, Harding and Marbro The- 
atres. 

B&K topper expressed no alarm 
over what threatens to be a con- 
plete blanketing of the city with 
theatre-television from riva] exhib 
groups, and the ultimate threat of 
a shortage of sporting events and 
national and local spot coverage 
to pay off the investment. S 
man said that like any business in 
its infancy theatre-TV will have its 


d, gradual- 
ly ta down and seek out its 
true ; ‘ and 

State-Lake house 
ik Tivoll . both 
sho i Rae lg Cote 
night but’ circuit. expressed 
doubt over any or 
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~~ Here's How Telemeter Works |PAAGTIGE SEEN 


melemeter, the coinbox device for subscription video, in which 


paramount shares a 50% interest with David Loew, Cari 


Leserman 


and Paul MeNamara, has not yet been publicly shown or described. 
Varrery learned this week, however, that it comprises an approxi- 
mately six-inch by three-inch by one and one-half-inch box that 
can be attached to the side of any tele set.\ It has two windows 
on the side of it and a coin slot at the top. 1 the left - hand 
window appears the cost of the show available at the particular 


moment. 


The right-hand window is blank until a coin is inserted. It reg- 


isters the amount of each coin dropped in the. slot. 


When the 


amount equals or exceeds the figure shown in the left-hand win- 
dow, the set automatically starts receiving the show. 

When the channel selector dial is set for any channel other than 
Telemeter’s; regular programs can be received off the air. As soon 
as it is turmed to the Telemeter channel and before any coins are 
inserted, it shows a card telling what’s on the channel, what time 
the program goes on and off and how much the charge is for view- 


ing it. 


Pied is for this billing to flash on shortly before the show starts 


and to continue right through the program until necessary coins 


are inserted or the viewer switches to a different channel. 


This 


feature is considered highly important by Telemeter execs, who 


call it their “marquee.” 


Telemeter rep calls at the subscriber’s home once a month or 
at any other stipulated intervals and removes from the device 
a locked box holding the coins, This is replaced with an empty box. 

Back at the Telemeter depot the filled box is placed in a ma- 
chine which engineers are now developing, This will] automatic- 
ally remove and count the coins and will electronically take off a 
tape inside the coin box an exact record of which shows the view- 


ers bought and how much they paid for each. 


It will also auto- 


matically post these, so that the progducer of the show, whether it 
be film or live, will be automatically credited by Telemeter with 
the funds due him for providing the attraction. 





Telemeter, Par’s Subscription TV, To 
Begin L.A. Tests in Next Few Weeks 


Telemeter, ‘the subscription TV +~ 7 


system in which Paramount owns 
a half-interest, will begin field tests 
of the device in Los Angeles within 
the next few weeks. KTLA, Par’s 
tele station in Hollywood, will air 
shows in its off-hours to be picked 
up by the boxoffice-equipped video 
sets. 

Field tests are scheduled for 
completion by Sept. ~1. Where 
Par and its associates in ownership 
of the device, David Loew, Carl 
Leserman and Paul McNamara, 
will go from there is be kept 
under wraps. It is believed they 
will require, however, allocation 
by the Federal Comrmunications 
Commission of an air chahnel be- 
fore they can televise to sub- 
eribegy on a.regular commercial 

S1S. 


Paul Raibourn, Par’s v.p. in 
charge of television, refused to re- 
veal in New York this week 
whether such an allocation will be 

‘however, 

have a 
plan afoot by w: Telemeter will 
be able to go on the air regularly 
with its programs. What those pro- 
grams will be, incidentally, is an- 
other subject on which Telemeter 
execs are not talking. 

One of the factors influencing 
Par to invest $300,000 for its half- 
interest in Telemeter was its re- 
search on results of the Phonevi- 
sion tests in Chicago during Janu- 
ary, February and March. Inter- 


Trust Litigation 
Dents U's Net 


In addition to the 
taxes, financial burden the nu- 
Merous antitrust suits versus the 
film companies is continuing to put 
a considerable dent in profits. This 
Was pointed up by Universal, which 
Teported earnings of $608,565 for 
the 26 weeks ended April 28, 1951. 
The net compared with $272,271 for 
the corresponding period of the 
Previous fiscal year. 

Company exee disclosed a pro- 
Vision of $200,000 was made to 
Cover costs of pending litigation, 
including the trust actions, and this 
entire amount was placed in the 
expense column for only the second 
13-week fiscal period. 

Federal taxes, at the rate of 47%, 
Were listed at $800,000 for the 26 


Weeks. 
$608,565 





The net earnings of 
Were equivalent to 50c per share. 





would play another. 
| clusion the 


Federal |’ 





Schine’s July 11 Deadline 


Washington, June 26. 

Department of Justice has okay- 
ed a 16-day extension of the dead- 
line on Schine Theatres to unload 
a group of 10 theatres under terms 
of the consent decree in the chain’s 
antitrust suit. 

Divestiture deadline, which had 
been June 25, has been pushed 
back to July 11. 


Exhibs Oppose 
Day-Date Curb 
~ In 20th’s Plan 





Move by 20th-Fox to kill or cur- | ly 


tail extensive day-and-date engage- 
ments in first subsequent-runs is 
heading for opposition by exhibs. 
Indications are that the opposftion 
will not be to the practice, per se, 
but will stem from some exhibs’ 
reluctance; to give up a run which 


It’s reported that 20th-Fox will 
offer a compromise plan. This will 
call for the alternating of product 
among the houses now playing day- 
and-date. For example, ina city 


1 they’ve had for a long time: 


where 20 
same pic simu , 10 houses 
would play one picture and 10 


At the con- 
e runs, the houses 
would switch programs, with the 


10 in A playing the pic 
which ously had played the 
10 in Group B. 


It’s pointed out that this ar- 
rangement would give the public 
“(Continued on page 61) 


B&K, 14 Distribs Hit 





By $1,380,000 Suit |, 


Chicago, June 26. 
Balaban & Katz and 14 film dis- 
tribs were clouted last week with 
a $1,380,000 antitrust suit in Chi 
Federal Court by the Stadium 
Theatre in suburban Evanston. 
Complaint charges majors had 


until after pix had been playeg 


by neighboring circuits’ houses. 
Theatre is repped by attorney 
Samuel Lawtén for realtor Leo 
Solomon, 

Suit is first filed in Chi since 
short-lived flurry last May, during 
which eight cases were entered. - 


IWALARMING RISE 


Growing economic pressure on 
exhibs is increasing distrib suspi- 
cion of collusion among’ theatre- 
men in many competitive bidding 
situations. Sales execs have sus- 
pected from the: start of the auc- 
tion method of selling that com- 
peting exhibs sometimes get to- 
gether in advance of bidding, but 
tke practice now appears to be 
growing to major proportions. 

Secondary factor encouraging 
theatrement to get around bidding 
is their general hatred of the plan. 
While it was indie insistence on 
getting a shot at better runs and 
better product that sent the dis- 
tribs into bidding in many situa- 
tions, most theatre operators now 
bitterly oppose the scheme. 

Their belief is that distribs are 
pitting them against each other 
for the distribs own gain. Feeling 
therefore is that when a bit of 
cooperation is possible between 
houses. that the releasing com 
panies think are in competition, 
it’s the only practical thing to do 
to hold down film rentals. Exhibs 
find plenty of self-justification for 
what the distribs charge is “illegal 
collusion.” 

Distribs, on the other hand, 
aren’t prone to do much talking 
on the subject, since there’s no 
denying that in general they’re 
able to extract better rentals out 
of a bidding situation. Bidding also 
helps to keep them out. of law- 
suits. That—and the fact that it is 
hard to  prove—is the reason 
there’s not much public squawking 


é 


atremen’s sub rosa agreements, 


ing a quiet burn at.the many situa- 
tions. where they. are positive of 
collusion. How long they'll -con- 
tinue to do so, however, is. problem- 
atical-if the practice continues to 
grow. Pressure on them from their 
higher-ups. to extract greater film 
rentals may force them into action. 

Collusion among exhibs is a per- 
fectly understandable habit and 
easy enough to accomplish. Instead 
of knocking themselves out for the 
benefit of the producer—by bid- 
ding against each. other, they 
simply agree on some sort of divvy 


not much higher. 

In some cases, as has happened 
repeatedly in Minne 

, there ¢ . 
mighty hard for a distrib to prove 
collusion—if there is any. Exhibs’ 
answer is the pretty much irrefut- 
able oné that the pic was just so 
poor none of them cared to pitch 
at getting it. , 

In the event of no bids or ones 
that are obviously too low, a distrib 
must attempt to sell his product 
by negotiation with individual ex- 
hibs. That is generally accomp- 
lished, but obviously at prices be- 
low what the market would bring 





sub-runs now play the|in active bidding. 
Itaneously 


Defer Eagle Lion Sale 

Of Studio; Shows Profit 
Hollywood, June 26. 

Eagle Lion studies will be with- 

drawn from sale for the next year, 

William reported, 


MacMillen, Jr., r 
adding he the board to fol- 


effect. He came here last 

with authority: to sell the studio 
for $1,500,000. However, since 
“over, records, he said he 
fo that the studio, under man- 
agership of Arthur Johnson, is now 
making money and will show satis- 
factory profit for year, particularly 
in light of rental deals now being 
set up by Johnson. 

MacMillen feels postponing sale 
Nab avd durante ea oe 
reap pro u en 
sell for a better price. Deal for 
Jack Broder to produce two theat- 
rical pix there virtually closed. 
Trans-World Pictures takes up 
quarters there this week to make 
Rupert Hughes’ telepic series, 
—— to a peak activity at 
studio. 





by sales execs concerning the the- 


Distributors have just been do-| 


roduct. Then one bids obvious-’ 
ly and other one (avho} 
it has n ed in sdvance 


will be the ‘successful buyer) bids}: 


low his recommendations to that 
week 





After B'way Run: Hits Clearance Setup 


& 





ad 


Jack Broder’s 1-a-Month 


Newly formed. Jack Broder Pro- 
ductions will start two pix next 
month on the Coast and has 
mappéd a schedule calling for pro- 
duction of one a month thereafter. 
Prexy Jack Broder said in New 
York Friday (22) that — 
budget per pic would be $100,000. 

Distribution arra-gement for the 
pix remains indefinite, Broder said. 
Plan is to build up a backlog of 

roduct before setting up a releas- 

g deal. Lineup may be offered to 
franchise-holders of Realart, reis- 
sue company headed by Broder. 


UA Caught Short 
On Franc Payoff 
To Indie Prods. 


Recent French government edict 
unfreezing film funds has provided 
a new crisis for United Artists. 
Company has spent so much of the 
coin internally in France that’ it 
now has insufficient francs to meet 
demands of indie producers for 
funds owed them as a result of the 
thaw. 

The -major creditors .include 
Samuel Goldwyn, to whom well 
over $100,000 is due; Edward 
Small, who's owed about $100,000, 
and Charles Chaplin. Exactly how 
much is coming to Chaplin, one of 
the owners of UA, has not been dis- 
closed, but he’s said to be the 
largest single creditor. 

Dissipation of the French bal- 
ances antedatés by months and 





stuck with the check. In talks with 
producers’ reps in the past week, 
Krim has acknowledged the obli- 
gation, but asked for cooperation 
in pushing off payments until UA 
is in better 
absorb this unforeseen rap. It is 
expecta’ Ge most producers will 


coopera 
nothiagelse, 
Krim’s trip to Europe during the 
past week is believed tied in partly 
with this matter of French bal- 
ances. Robert §. Benjamin, 
partner in of UA, has been 


control 
abroad for the past four. weeks, 


(Continued on page 61) 


Jewish Congress Files 
Plea in Albany for Nix 
Of Ban Vs. ‘Miracle’ 


American Jewish Congress has 
entered the controversy over the 
banning of “The Miracle” in New 
York with a 46-page brief filed 
with the N. Y. State Court of Ap- 
peals in Albany, supporting the ap- 

from the Board of Regents’ 
of the picture. Whereas other 


greuve have protested the ban on 
e grounds that it violated free- 
dom of expression, AJC takes the 
position that the Regents action 
violated the premise of freedom of 
religion as set forth in the first 
and 15th amendments to the U. S. 
Constitution 





An AJC spokesman told Vaarery. 


that, in filing the amicus curiae 
brief, the AJC sought to maintain 
the principle of separation of state 
and religion, which was endangered 
by the ban on “The Miracle.” A 
decision on the issue is expected 
from the Court of Appeals on July 
11. Court heard the case after the 
Appellate - Division had. sustained 
the action of the Board of Regents 
in revoking the film’s license on 
the grounds that the pic was sacri- 


In its brief the AJC charged that 
the Regents had forbidden the 
showing of the film because it was 
offensive to a particular theology 
and thus violated the Constitution's 


position to, 





“establishment of religion clause.” 


Breakdown in traditional trade 
practices, which both Barney 
Balaban and. Leonard Goldenson 
have recently fingered as con- 
tributing to diminution of the b.o., 
is indicated this week in the book- 
ing that sends “Fabiola” onto the 
RKO circuit in Metropolitan New 
York today (Wed.) Jules Levey 
import wound up a four-week run 
at the Victoria on Broadway only 
last night. 


Many film men were highly criti- 
cal of the quick moveover to the 
circuit. While admitting that it was 
probably a g sales tactic so far 
as this particular pic is concerned, 
their feeling is that it is destruc- 
tive to grosses on a long-range 
basis. It naturally makes New 
Yorkers wary of.going to a Broad- 
way first-run when they find that 
with no wait at all they can see 
me same pic at lower prices in a 
na 


Levey and William J. Heineman, ° 


distribution v.p. for United Artists, 
which is handling the pic, merely 
took advantage of a situation as 
they found it. Since Maurice 
Maurer, operator of the Vic, had 
no objection, they made.a deal 
with him for four weeks and then 
went right out and sold RKO. 
As far -as the distrib and pro- 
ducer are concerned, it was very 
helpful, since a heavy campaign 
was put behind “Fabiola” and it is 
possible this way to take maximum 
advantage of it before the film 


loses its first-run momentum. UAewe. -- 


also gets an opportunity for cir- 
cuit playing time on another of its 
films, Ed Gardner’s “‘Man With My 
Face,” by teaming it as the second 
feature with “Fabiola.” 

Maurer’s feeling is that the 
moveover to* the circuit didn’t 
adversely affect the Broadway run 


(Continued on page 22) 


Popkin Back 
In UA’s Camp 
produce? H M. Popki 
is po with United Artists cae 
after a series of flirtations with 
other distr’bs, mainly Columbia. 


UA diselosed it’s releasing “The 
Well” this fall, plus three others 





which Popkin will make for distri- 


The 's negotiations with 
Col had rea the point where 
the compeny announced it would 
handle ell” though a deal actu- 
ally hadn’t been signed. This 
touched off threat of legal action 
by UA, claiming Popkin was com- 
mitted to deliver his pix to UA 


_and.efforts would be exerted to re- 


strain any other outfit from releas- 
ing the film-maker’s product. It’s 
apparent Col decided to relinquish 
its hold on Popkin rather than en- 
ter a legal skirmish wita UA. 
Popkin had been in N. Y. about 
10 days discussing with UA execs 


‘the trio of pix he plans to deliver 


for °52. First will be “The Thief,” 
from the Russell Rouse-Clarence 
Green production team which made 
“Well.” He returned to the Coast 
last weekend. 


Bank Seeks to Collect 
$1,343,252 Popkin Loan 
' Hollywood, June 26. 
Unpaid obligations of Cardinal 
Pictures, Inc., brought attachment 
proceedings by the Bank of Ameri- 
ca against the Million Dollar Thea- 
tre and three other downtown Los 
Angeles properties in the names of 
Harry M. Popkin, Mrs. Frances 
Popkin and Lewis P. Rosen. Bank 
seeks $1,343,252 under an 
ment dated Dec. 1, 1949, when trio 
assumed Cardinal's obligations. 
Properties were put up as col- 
lateral for loans to the indie, which 
made several pix for United Art- 
ists release. When the distrib 
floundered during its reorganiza- 
tidnal difficulties, several films were 
withheld from release for some 
months, preventing payment of 
bank loans when’ due. 
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WILL TALK DAVID AND BATHSHEBA 


The Zanuck-Mankiewicz picture 7 , Color by TECHNICOLOR 
: of 1951! ? BEFORE DAWN ° (Special Engagements Only) 
Starring Cary Grant and Jeanne Crain! (Special Engagements Only) Gregory Peck and Susan Hayward in 
- Anatole Litvak’s first since ~ the most awaited of all motion pictures! 
“Snake Pit”! The screen 


TAKE CARE OF : achievement of the year! THE SECRET 
oes oe MIR. BELVEDERE OF CONVICT LAKE 
Starring Jeanne Crain! RINGS THE BELL Ethel Barrymore, Zach } ry, 


| : Dale Robertson clicks! ‘ 
“A sensational book! Belvedere Laugh-Time eo og All-West saturation! 
A sensational picture! rings up another triumph! NO HIGHWAY 


THE FROGMEN © ‘THE DESERT FOX IN THE SKY 


Uncle Sam’s Underwater Commandos! A great best-seller! James Stewart, Marlene _ 
Starring Richard Widmark, Out of the Great African Desert... all the adventure of 
Dana Andrews, Gary Lecter comes the saga of Rommel! Nevil Shute’s best-seller! 


‘There’s No Business Like & 
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HEATRES 0 





WORLD. 


Beef on Paper s.Survey 


Series of seven New York Times articles on the 
on American life resulted in the relaying of a num- 
awks ‘from film industryites tothe Council of Motion 






effect of 
ber of 


u 
Picture Ceaentettoea. Initial piece*by Jack Gould, Times radio- 
TV editor, which appeared Sunday (24), dealt largely with the 
damaging timpact of the new medium on film boxoffices 
There was some demand from exhibs that COMPO get The Times 


to give an. article refuting Gould 


the same prominent position on 


Page one, The all-industry public relations body feels, however, 
that no refutation is called for. While some of the statements, it’s 
said, may be injurious to filmites’ feelings—and even possibly their 
pocketbooks—there’s not much that can be seriously challenged, 
since Gould apparently went to pains to avoid sensationalizing. 
Feeling is; however, that in pointing out .that “attendance at 


theatres has dropped 20 to 40% 


since the introduction of tele- 


vision,” The Times writer did not give sufficient weight to other 
factors aside from TV, although he did mention the increased cost 


~~ of necessities of life. 


As for the number of theatre closings re- - 


recently, Gould repeated what Varrery found in a survey a few 
months ago—that they were mostly old, outmoded theatres and 


that new ones, plus drive-ins,. had 


resulted actually in only a very 


small net loss of audience capacity. 

Exhibs queried by Times correspondents in various cities, the 
paper reported, were nearly unanimous in pleading for better 
product from Hollywood and pointing up that some pix, such as 
“Great Caruso” and “Born Yesterday,” were doing as much biz as 


ever. 





Argentina Continues to Stall Yanks 
On Import Permits; Maybe Oct. Now 





Foreign. department execs of + 


major U. §. distribs are doing no 
heel-clicking as yet over signatur- 
ing by the Peron goverment a few 
weeks ago of a new pact to re- 
turn Hollywood product to Argen- 
tine screens. Yanks still have seen 
no import permits from the Buenos 
Aires government as a result of 
the pact and they’re not ready to 
count their dollars until they see 
them on the line, J 

Skepticism has been engendered 
by the long series of delays by the 
Argentinians in ratifying the pact 
that was signed in New York by 
Eric Johnston, Motion Picture 
Assn. of America prexy, and Ar- 
gentine Treasury Minister Ramon 
A. Cereijo more than 13 months 
ago. Argentines have found many 
different ways of keeping the pact 
from becoming operative. 

Yank distribs have a feeling 
they may not actually get pix into 
Argentina—if at all—before Octo- 
ber, when summer begins on the 
southern continent. Pressure, it 
is felt, may be too great 
domestic producers to Holly- 
wood product from into 
the happy days they’ve been enjoy- 
ing sans competition. 

Reports from South 
indicate that Joaquin 
MPAA’s rep there; who was large- 
ly ‘responsible . for the 
agreement signed, is of the opinion 
new American be 
moving in by September. 
take that much time, according to 
him, to get through the formalities 
of submitting seripts and the other 


(Continued on page 18) 
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To Agree on Puppet Pic 


Deal for Columbia's new art pic 
distribution setup to handle 
“Emperor’s Nightingale” a re- 


Portedly fallen through. is 
understood that the and 
William L. Snyder, w owns 


American rights, couldn’t agree on 
of dis-| 


extent of the supervision 
tribution that Snyder would retain. 
Czechoslovakian puppet pic is 
now playing a highly ex- 
tended run at the 60th St. Trans- 
Lux, N. Y. 
department, headed by 
Harry Kosiner, has also reportedly 
Tun into difficulty in making deals 
on a number of Italian pix for 
U. S. release. Italian producers are 


understood to have insisted upon | Official Films-J 


What Col felt was excessive guaran- 
es, apo ge said to ne in- 
prospect an 

American major handling the prod- 


That leaves the Col arty distrib 
Setup with one pic currently in 
jelease, Arch Oboler’s “Five,” and 
Wo readying. Latter are both J. 
Arihur Rank British-mades. They 
" “Clouded Yellow,” starring 
fan Simmons, and “Woman in) 
Question,” starring Jean Kent. 





Turner Shelton Joins 
State Dept. in Pix 


Turner Shelton, associate prod- 
ucer on several Eagle Lion pix, 
has joined the U. S. State Dept.’s 
International Motion Picture Divi- 
sion. on a permanent basis. 

Shelton came to the N. Y. of- 
fice of the State Dept.’s pix divi- 
eral weeks ago as a consultant on 
some of the division’s pix for over- 
seas showings. He then was offered 
a permanent berth. Shelton will 
headquarter in the Washington of- 
see of the State Wept.’s pix divi- 
sion, 


Indie Distribs Set 
New Co. in Chi 


on - 
pany at a meeting week in 
Chicago. Under the name of Mutual 
Bie SPs tla 3 
i a program 

og Berl 

Officers elected at the Chi hud- 
dles were Moe Kerman, president; 
Joseph J. Felder, vicepresident in 
of distribution, and Jack 
Dietz and Hal E. Ghester in charge 
of production. Dietz will be execu- 
tive viceprféz with Chester also 
holding a viceprez title. Chester 
will bow out of his current Mono- 
gram production berth to give his 
full attention to the new outfit. 

Kerman said in New York Mon- 
ow (25) that no outside coin would 


get the company 
bgp oe gl eon 
he said. 

Mutiny 
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WOW OPERATING 


Washington, June 26. 
The number of picture theatres 
and theatre seats throughout the 
world has been growing steadily, 
according to an international sur- 
vey just completed by Nathan D. 
Golden, chief of the National Pro- 
duction -AuthoritY motion picture- 
photographic products ivision, 
and Earl H. Young, of -his staff. 
The Golden-Young survey esti- 
mates that on Jan. 1 last there 
were 99,617 theatres operatiiig in 
more than 120 countries and terri- 
tories, an increase of more than 
8,000 since Jan. 1, 1949, when 
Golden last checked on the inter- 
national theatre situation. Seating 
capacity in the theatres this year 
was figured at 54,107,150, compared 
with 49,119,691 on Jan. 1, 1949. 
“The largest increase in the 
number of theatres during the two- 
year period came in Europe, 
where 1,908 more theatres were 
reported in operation in 1951 than 
in 1949. The only drop noted was 
in the Atlantic islands, where 14 
fewer theatres were reported to be 
in operation. The largest gain, 
percentagewise, took place in the 
Far East, which registered an 
advance of 24.7% over the 1949 
figure. This advance was almost 
entirely due to the expansion of 
theatre facilities in Japan, where 
there were 943 more theatres re- 
ported in 1951 than in 1949. 


‘The U. S. continues to lead the 
world in number of motion pic- 
ture theatres. As of Jan. 1 last, 
reports Golden, this country had 
19,797 roofed-over theatres with a 
seating capacity of 12,384,150. In 
addition, U. S. had 3,323 drive-ins, 
with an estimated capacity for 2,- 
300,000 persons. The latter figure 
is based on an estimated average 
of 700 persons to the drive-in the- 
atre. ; \ 

The Government survey showed 
that, despite the dive in the domes- 
tic boxoffice, this country built an 
additional 474 picture theatres. 
The same two-year period saw the 
number of drive-ins spiral upward 
ay ne yp f this year 
, t 0 
1,795 film theatres, 
; 44 People 

at tes Sei 
of motion 
throughout the world,” Golden and 
Young point out, “it is estimated 
that the percentage of theatre 
seats to the world’s population is 
one seat for every 44 people. The 
ratio of theatre seats to population 
in the U. S. is one seat for every 


In the United Kingdom, the 
ratio is one to 12, in France it is 
one to 17, in Italy one to 13; while 


one theatre seat to every 21 people. 

“Probably the most complete 
theatre coverage is available in 
Australia and New Zealand, where 
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the theatre is prob- 
Fably a little*larger. The report 
credits Soviet Russia with 12,614 
theatres; the “same figure as in 
1949, because more recent figures 
are not available. 

Next to the Soviet Union (part 
of whose total is in Siberia), the 
most theatres for any European 
country are the 8,000 credited 
Italy, with 3,600,000 seats. The 
65% of Italian screen 

report admitting 
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for all of Europe the average is|™ 


there is an average of one seat |' 





Not Yet Ripe 


Major Coupany Chiefs Feel Tame: 


for All-Out Tinting 





Bows to Popcorn 
Pittsburgh, June 26. 
March of progress has finally 
caught up with the J. P. Har- 
ris Theatre. The only down- 
town house to hold out against 
popcorn, key site in the Har- 
ris circuit finally gave in last 
week to make it a clean sweep 
for the kerneled confectior: 
Harris management was 
dead set in opposition to the 
stuff for a long time, insisting 
extra cleaning bills would use 
up all the profit. Candy; pea- 
nuts and soft drinks, yes, but 
no popcorn, Progress has 
won, however. 


NY. Builds 69 


Houses Since “45 


Exhibs in the New York film 
exchange area have built 31 new 
conventional theatres and 38 drive- 
ins since the end of World War 
II six years ago, according to 
figures compiled for the Organi- 
zation of the Motion Picture In- 
dustry of the City of New York. 
Org points to the figures as an 
indication of exhibs confidence in 
their economic future in the area. 


Using a conservative egiimgate of 





“+ Despite Technicolor’s contention 
| that the public prefers all_pix in.. 


color, major company execs hold 
the opinion that the time is not 
ripe to switch to all-tint programs. 
Dr. Herbert T. Kalmus, Techni- 
color’s prexy, at a press parley in 
N. Y. last week, and in a previous 
statement to Variety in Paris re- 
cemly, said that Techni’s process 
was capable of lowering price of 


| color prints on the basis of in- 


creased volume. But distrib top- 
pers, when questioned 6n thé sub- 
ject this week in N. Y., expressed 
doubt that the industry was ready 
for the move, nor did they. see 
— hope for the immediate fu- 
ure, 


Even lowered costs would not 
justify color in certain types of 
pix, which, the execs said individu- 
ally, were more suitable in black 
and white. These were singled out 
as those with interior shots ex- 
clusively. That more films in color 
was desirable was not questioned 
and that the trend toward greater 
use of color was pointed out in up- 
coming schedules. Paramount, for 
example, produced three in color 
last year, while 10 are on this 
year’s slate. 


Kalmus, in his N. Y. press con- 
ference, said Technicolor had in- 
vested and would .continue to in- 
vest heavily in its oWn researches 
and in the commercial trial of all 
other types of color processes 
which the company thinks have a 
chance of being practicablé. At the 
moment, he said, some are prom- 


$350 per seat building cost as a‘ ising, but in the opinion of Tech- 


gauge, new indoor theatres have 
resulted in an outlay of $9,500,- 


nicolor, none has proved itself 
worthy of adoption by the com- 


750, with drive-ins repping an ex-| pany 


penditure of $7,600,000, for a com- 
bined investment of $17,100,750. 
Although approximately 55 pic 
theatres, with a seating capacity 
of about 50,000, closed since 1945, 
new theatres and drive-ins increas- 
ed the seats in the -area by 93,676, 
for a total-gain of at least 43,000 
seats. Figure is arrived at by us- 
ing the accepted assumption that 
each car in a drive-in represents 
three seats in an indoor theatre. 


BRULATOUR 





Rawstock prices were upped this 
week by J. E. Brulatour, Inc., dis- 
tributors of Eastman film. Overall 
costs on all types of film went up 
approximately 444%, due to in- 
creased operating and production 
expenses. 


In the 35m safety positive brack- 


fine grain release stock went from |} in 


e grain duplicating - 
t up from $16 to $16.50. 

also went up on 16m stock. 

ve was hiked from 

, with sound-recording 


+ 


Qa 


uplicating stock was upped from 
$20 to $20.75. Kodachrome dupli- 
cating 16m safety color stock rose 
from $55.50 to $58. ~ 


Flacks Re-elect Carter 








RAWSTOCK PRICES} 


ny. 

Yo meet the increasing demand 
for color, the company is ready to 
go along for the. good of the busi- 
ness on the following lines: 

(1) Technicolor is willing to make 
its process available to any film lab 
under proper license agreement 
and, as part of the agreement, to 
teach them the know-how, to act 
as their engineers, all to the end 
of making 100% color possible as 
rapidly as practicable. 

(2) Company is willing to em- 
brace any other color system once 
it reaches the point where it is 
found suitable under test by Tech- 
nicolor on a commerical basis, 

Kalmus said that the company 
preferred under alternative 
1 or 2, but was ready to consider 


of its 
customers wu - which Techni 
would provide the capital invest- 


ment necessary to substantially in- 
crease the size of its own labs in 
order to provide a part of the in- 
spre a capacity to produce all pix 
color. 

The Techni prexy added that 
production experiments were in 
progress aimed at adopting other 
.means of photography which re- 
quire no special cameras and from 
which regular Tech prints may be 


are calling on homeoffice execs 
and discussing expanded. use of 
the process. 


Friedlob Mulls Legit, 
Pre-Film, for ‘Wound’ 


Indie producer Bert Friedlob, 
who arrived in New York Monday 
(25) from the Coast with a print 
|of-his 20th-Fox release, “A Mil- 
lionaire for Christy,” is mulling 
participation in a Broadway legit 
production of one of his story prop- 
erties before making a film ver- 
sion, It’s a play by Ken Englund, 
tentatively titled “A Deep Seduc- 
tive Wound.” Yarn is on Fried- 
lob’s production slate for next 
year, 

Other story properties planned 
for filming by the producer in- 
clude “Hot. Pursuit,” now being 
seripted ty George Yates, and a 
biographical pic based on the life 
of a famous American whose iden- 
tity is being. kept under wraps. 
Latter also is being penned by 
Englund. Friedlob has no re- 
lease deals for his future pix. He 
returns to Hollywood tomorrow 
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made. Meanwhile, Technicolor reps . 
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: JACK L WARNER 


INY K DL PAIO FT WORTH TEX JUN 14 607A 


WARNER BROS STUDIO BURBANK CAL 
WE MADE HISTORY. ONLY IN ONE CASE BEFORE DIO WE HAVE OPENING HREE THEATRES. 


NOW ALL RECORDS WERE EXCEEDED AND IT WAS NECESSARY TO INTERRUPT. THE REGULAR 

PROGRAM OF A FOURTH THEATRE TO PRESENT TO aN OVERFLOW AUDIENCE WARNER BROS 

BE EAT PICTURE "FORT WORTH", THE ENTIRE OVER@ALL-EFFECT IN THE REACTION. OF THE. 
SOPLE PRESENT WAS A GRAND JOB OF PUBLIC RELATIONS FOR THE LNQUSTRY. i ak 
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Wednesday, June. 27, 1951. 


secret of Convict Lake 


ult, pioneer-days meledrama, 
er on actual early-Califor- 


pia incident. Medium b.o. 
Hollywood, June 22." 











i t. prod 
ae ng ist Bocalors tae 
shapes as a big boxoffice bet where 
given adequate ballyhoo. 


Bandits of El Deradeo | 
(SONGS) % 


Routine oater fer lower half of | 


ts him in Joyce Gren- | 
Eph un bd Dae iow 


are also given by 
as ’ en- 
eeertie steretary, John Laurie as 


Mis Compton's ent emplayr. 


and arst as 
who marries Anthony Steel, a pri- 














goth-Fox release of Frank P. Rosenberg gpl: ney J. 
. Stars Glenn Ford, * . Directed 

prodicnel Barrymore, Za Soot tee: : boasts a Nazarro. . = Lag Barry Shipman: vate inquiry agent. ‘ Myro. 

tures Ann Dvorak, Barbara supporting east and hundreds o enaeerns Shree pe editor, _ Bao 

Cusack Bolan, ‘Ruth Donnelly, s to give it superb back-| York imeatre. NY. dual Sune 47, 3. White Corridors 

Carter. | Directed | by adaptation, Victor grounding. Running time, 6 MINS. (BRITISH) 

Servas, from story by Anna Yarn of an aristocrat’s son who| Smiley Burnetts........ Smiley Bunnette 

Jack Pollexfen: camera. Loo Savers Trade: swears to av his, father’s slay- dove Varga. aapebseses e J. Lewis; Tense tal drama, 

gol Kaplan: <0. 51. Running time, #3 | ing, backgrounded by Italy in 1848, | Captsin Bentey......---...-; Cred Sears) with y T . For spe- 

MINS. Sees i entontes ‘with emphasis on Com: | Mergan....+++-..:-+.+++-.,, Clayton Moogp cial U. S. situations. 

G....-sccvogegeesessons Glenn Fo uous on. nm n e@ firmal | Starling. ..+..ceecressecss ack O'Mahoney 

Per Stoddard... ...es«+«:+.Gene bo nae scene, a thrilling rine duel, is the Fe gag a PI Se Pr r ee Tee — London, June 13. 

Granny ...«-++s+s*eeee eeees rod: ti rried awa by im- s de pr eeergnre anee toned °° Hen Rulky GFD release of Vic Films production. 

Greer. ..s+-esseeeteregeere Zachary Scott Pp uction ca y pa ry Stars Goo Withers, James Donald, God- 

Rachel..........cesssseeses Anm Dvorak | plausibility. And Mustard and Gravy frey Tearle; features Petula Clark, Moira 

Barbara Peroe®s venccee ens wi bara Bates Derek, as the young aristocrat in arena nes oe ony yaa, Barry — ps 

Clyde Maxwell... ..css+es: Richard Hylton | disguise, seldom has a dull moment | ~ Coens wil ae ane a Read. Pat Jackson; camera, ¢. Penning. 

Susan Haggerty....+sssee+ Helen Westcott between tracking down the traitors tarrett sagebrush series eS OUT! ton-Ri editor, Sidn Hayers. At 

Farriet.....-sseccescesvess Jeanette Nolan run-of-the-mill yarn interspersed | Leicester Square Theatre don, June 

Mary... +-s+seensecscvevess Ruth Donnelly | in the government and keeping the with enough fisticuffs and gunplay | 12. °51. Running time, 102 MINS. 

Rudy. -- a sseccencee ees Rmeng CMECGS fires of romance blazing. He fits e Dr. Sophie Dean.......... gie Withers 

Matt Anderson. ...sscseeees Jack DUET ate, thé ahaenehentention easiiy.| please the hoss-loving clientele.| 5. Wacuzek............... Gerald Heinz 

Millie GOWEF...+s+eees +s ~ ¥-! Sans any femme appeal to detract | Neil Marriner........----. James ld 

Pawnee SAM....+e00s Houseley Stevenson mn makes a realistic heavy as/ ¢ lot acti “Bandits of El| Groom. Sr=.............+. Godfrey Tearle 

Steve GOWEF . .ccccceccesers e traitorous military governor rom pio a on, 0 Dr. Shoesmith ............+. Barry Jones 

Mike Fancher... .ccssesseeeens: David Post hil La cti »| Dorado” gallops a at clicko| joan Shepherd.............- Petula Clark 

Jack Purcell... ++.++ensvees- Max Wa while Miss Lawrance, attractive) ice allowing Starrett to bring| Dolly Clark................- Moira Lister 

Tom Fancher .....+++.Raymend @ blonde, portrays Derek's romance. | justice to a speedy triumph Dick Groom. -.2.220020020: Jack Watling 

Lake Haggerty.-.--++ se. William Leicester | She indicates good_potentialities. : re. Se peerepcececece ~ss+, Mary Hinton 

Sotendad’. canduaucsts .+ss«-Bernard Szold} Arnold Moss is ous, ee ape ‘s go SDC) lures Dalller..)...is3.2..0 vey 

Sheri ce eee eee wees eee eteeeeeess: and con as 's ht- a exas ger w oO as an WH. . ccc cw secveccceeces+sien 

JOITY..- ss eepeceececasveces Tom on | hand and chief outiaw, Starrett’s trail leads him) Dr. Cook................ Timothy Bateson 
man protector. =! across the border into Mexico in| Phillip Brewster.......... Henry Edwards 

gene Iglesias, Dickie LeRoy and é the leader of thaw | Tommy Briggs.........+.... 

An actual incident in early-Cali- Harry Cording head the strong sup- search of the leader an OUUIAW | Mrs. Briggs ..... or Sh Mees J s 
fornia history provides the story] port,” underground. He finds his man in Civil Servant............... Basil Radford 
we . . , El Dorado and captures the ring 
springboard for “The Secret of| The original screenplay by Jesse The hospital background of 


Convict Lake.” It is a western 
drama, slanted along adult lines, 
that has been completely welded. 
Boxoffice payoff should be fairly 
satisfactory, helped by exellent 
star names and exploitation pos- 
sibilities to offset the awkward 
title. 

Emotions involved in the tale are 
mostly elemental and raw. A group 
of convicts esca from prison, 
scale the Sierras a blizzard and 
descend on a small settlement at 
the then-titled Diablo Lake. Only 
women are in the settlement, the 
menfolk being aw. at a silver 
strike. For a.time women are 
able to keep the convicts under con- 
trol, but in the battle of sexes that 
ensues, the criminals get the upper 
hand and keep it until the prospect- 
ing party returns for .the gun-bat- 
tle finale that sees one of the 
convicts still alive and cleared of 
the charges that had put him in 
prison. 


L. Lasky, Jr., as well as its adapta- 
tion by Ralph Bettinson and Philip 
MacDonald, is tightly written; ditto 
Jerome Thoms’ editing. Much credit 

oes to director Piffi Karlson for 


s breath-taking pace, Technicol- 
oring is topflight. Musical score by 
George Duning is nicely fitted to 


the story development, with a fine 
sound job to make it come through 
effectively. Wear. 


St. Benny the Dip 


Dick Haymes, Nina Foch, Re- 
land Young, Lionel Stander in 








unusual comedy-drama; nice 
biz-getter. 

United Artists release ‘os. 
ee. Stars Haymes, Nina 
‘och, . Roland Young: features nel 
Stander, Freddie > 
Karl Directed by Edgar 


Oscar Saul’s seript, based’on Vic- | Be 


tor Trivas’ adapta 
Hunger-Jack Pollexfen story, tells 
a compact tale and vides - well- 


based characters that are delivered | 
strongly and conyincingly by the Sgt. onahan 


cast. Glenn Ford is fine as the con- 
vict seeking revenge on the man 


whose false had caused 
him to be jail Gene Tierney is 
good opposite and their ro- 


mance is the one clean emotional 


involvement. Scott, repre- 
senting the evil type of 
criminal, and Ann 


, as a 
sexually-starved woman, ject 
the more basic emotions the 
clash and female, 
and do it : '. 

Ethel 
ly, as ex as the 


near-fatal results whee centers 
youthful sex manise, Hytton, 
ul sex ; 
Nolin Ree Daan Heer Car 
n, Ru 4 
ter and Jack Lambert are a 
others who realize on their assort 
characters, i 
Producer Frank P. Rosenberg, in 
his initial effort at 20th-Fox, pro- 
vides topnotch outdoor values to 
frame the story, Michael Gor- 
don’s direction is. : . 
Leo Tover } cameras ex- 
Pertly, the Sol music score 
hever intrudes, other technical 
Contributions are assets. Brog. 


Mask of the Avenger 
(COLOR) 


John Derek im adventure — 
srriller; strong bo. in most 





Columbia. release of Hunt Stromberg 






Production, Stars. features 
{inthony » Arnold 
Karle zene by Phil 
adapted by + as 
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Moria O'Orsini | 
Rollo vA + om alee on pana Bm = Moss 
Jacope AMtORFas.+s+++.+.,Bugene Iclesias 


Po... to eee eeeeees- Dickie LeRoy 
Bonar Donne tttteetest: Cording 
Baron Marchese. .....707. Ficoll 
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reo “S*eeeeeeeeteoe vid 


nt Dimorna seecd eeceeecs. Wilton Graff 


nn 
of the Anna Matthew 





co ecene dpendesesees Roland Young 

ogg ET occouhsseaben Lionel Stander 
. Wilbur........ Freddie 

Pe errr Oscar Karlweis 

Lieut. Saunders.........++++.- Clark 

M nnonde -Will_ Lee 

sii éh db eee te ¢eccoee- Verne Colette 

Rev. Miles... ...ccscseeses: hard Gordon 





“St. Benny the Dip” is a sleeper 
that should turn in solid biz. This 
crook-saint yarn, with Dick Haymes, 
Nina Foch, Roland Y . Lionel 
Stander and Freddie 
as name values, should benefit from 
word-of-mouth. Produced in N. Y., 
pic has'real merit and exploitable 
a particularly in Greater New 


des neat he ar 
y EH terest 0 nal by 
Guam Don 
Snaniael «del cuuman toe d 
> as 


: Haymes has one 
song, ao » dal hich he deliv- 
ers a8 volunte soldist-at the nals 


that had been smuggling outlaws 
out of the U. S. for big money and 
murdering them When they got to 
Mexico. Starrett is handier with 
his fists and guns than he is with 
his lines and displays effective agil- 
ity as he scales walls and jumps 
over roof tops. Smiley Burnette 
does the comedics in okay style 
with a slight assist from Mustard 
& Gravy, a pair of beefy comics. 
Burnette and his stooges sock 
across a number of comic tunes 
nicely. Other cast members meet 
script’s demands adequately. 

Overall production values reflect 
pic’s low budget. 


Laughter in Paradise 
(BRITISH) 





Alastair Sim in bright British 
comedy; looks geod for some 
American situations. 


London, June 14. 
British-Pathe release of 
juction. 





Da camera, W: m MéLeod; edi 

Giulio Zampi:. music, a ee! Black. At 
Plaza, mdon, June 13, ‘51. Running 
time, 94 
Deniston 
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ist off 

The aa ts adapted from their 
own original by Michael Pertwee 
and Jack Davies. Their screenplay 


| displays a keen sense of fun and a 


Picture 


fi 


“White Corridors” provides. the 
setting for a tense, emotional 
drama which has been handled on 
adult lines. It is occasionally 
scrappy in its characterizations, 
but ‘is basically a sincere intelli- 
gent study of surgical life. It’s in 
the strong-meat class as entertain- 
ment, and although it may have a 
none-too-easy time at the box- 
office, it merits specialized book- 
~= America. 
arn is adapted from Helen 
Ashton’s novel, “Yeomen Hos- 
ital,” and script was written by 
an Read and Pat Jackson. The 
latter has directed crisply and eco- 
nomically, confining the action en- 
tirely to hospital interiors, 
There is no straightforward plot 
in the conventional sense; instead, 
the seript spetlights a few of the 
h tal characters, doctors, nurses 
and patients, Run through the 
film is a viyid d cemon of the 


attempts. of a resea thologist 
to - perfect his expeltnaate in 
penicillin-resisting infections. 

By its very treatment, much of 
the characterization is inconclu- 
sive, but the fault is a minor one 
and the film stands on its powerful 
ire pret poe This atmosphere 
is- heigh by oe 
ances ot Boge s Donald, as 


g boy, is himself saved in- 
q jection of serum which is stilt in| 


Cetieen tae stage. 
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Moira Lister to fill.an unre 
tO a ee ane Wor eas 
ay Pp 


cameos ‘come 
as a patient; 
Megs Jenkins as the mother of the 
mie ee 


‘ 
3 


lovers os 
nes manages to ve a nice 
comic lift. Mosk. 


Criste Proibite 
(Forbidden Christ) 
(ITALIAN) 


Genoa, June 5. 
Misferva release of Excelsa Film produc- 
tion. Stars Raf Vallone, Elena V » Alain 
Cuny, Rina Morelli. Written and directed 
ee aeneatte. my og 
3 camera, Ga ‘ogany; music, 
Curzio Malaparte; editer, Giancarlo Cap- 
nning e, 


re. Previewed in Genoa. Ru tim 
MINS. 
hse hae sececseseceseoss Raf Vallone 
DUG AS SOS the ceececcceces Elena “Varzi 
Mestre Antonio Alain Cuny 
ies ait ue Nie Wabaie ale Lemaire 
Bruno’s mother Morelli 





Italian writer Curzio Malaparte 


lis| puts on a one-man show in prac- 


tically monopolizing credits for 
this, his first film effort, and an 
impressive one. His name and re- 
lated bally will help raise this un- 
even, often exipping pie above the 
average classification in Europe. 
In the U. S., chances are no better 
than average on art bookings, un- 
less it gets a boost from press sup- 
port. 

To put over its plea against 
violence and hatred, film tells 
about the return of a war vet to 
his village. There he finds that 
his partisan brother, denounced by 
a fellow-villager, was shot by Ger- 
mans. He swears revenge, but 
none will name the traitor, believ- 
ing that violence must end some- 
where. A man who years before 


had been of murder tricks 
the vet into lieving -him the 
traitor and killing him. Before 


dying, however, he tells him the 
truth, asks him to avoid further 
bloodshed, now that someone has 
paid with his life. 
Story is told in bold strokes, in 
a sometimes overstylized, rhetor- 
ieat manner which resulfs in a 
slowed-down tempo. Trimming may 
help in spots. Otherwise, film has 
man antly rendered scenes. 
uction-wise, it is an elegant 
job, well acted and splendidly 
hotographed by Gabor Pogani. 
alaparte’s musical score is~ ap- 


propriate. 


Une Fille a Crequer 
(Good Enough to Eat) 
(FRENCH) 


Hank. 





+ hie idea ogee ae aby Moray 
This is an att 


t too much palaver 
; ha none of te 
reshness and novelty so sore 
needed. Here the wolf is 4 
man trying to do the modern Rid- 





cast with credit, eae ee Ri maintains good all-round Direction is din. toon compel 
: all- on ow. 

Plot describes what happens af- canoe and Ma Carter’s | and Louise Carletti ren gftone too 
ter a practical joker leaves $140,- pte mt. Editing| arch in the lead roles. Lensing and 
vided they tulfill certain stips be ghter Deas wetsinutcd Geer ae 

r, 
conditions. His sister (Fay Comp- |help. wh secs” 
ton), who has sare 5 ac fol On, ei - 

aid & ay ae 
te for 28 cousin pages org pny Brasmort) | French Pathe Continues" 








f : ws does a 
job as Sims’ potential 





father-in law, who, as.a magistrate, 
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This film is a realistic story of 
lives, loves and business ups and 
of the people who run the 
barges on the Seine River. Film 
unfolds as slowly as the barges 
plow down the river. In spite of 
fine acting and brilliant lensing. 
the pic never gets into dramatic 
sf and is too verbose and 
monotonous for Americar 
3 some exploitation. 
hiness 


t a your? barge cap- 
who is the victim of his rapa- 





Plans of French Pathe to set up 


| its own distributing organization in 
| the U. S. are reportedly moving - 
Nicole| ahead. Duncan McGregor, Jr., 


general manager of the Pathe in- 
terests in America, has been in 
Paris for the past four weeks dis- 
cussing the project with the com- 
pany’s toppers. He’s due back by 
plane Sunday (1). 

Pathe idea is to establish un- 
der McGregor’s management. an 
agency to distribute its own prod- 
uct. primarily. It would also be 
open to handle, however, foreign 
pix of other ‘ 

Arnold Siegel last week was 
named manager of Pathe’s New 
York showcase, the Paris Theatre. 
He replaces Edgar Van Blohm, 
who resigned. Siegel was pre- 
vious'y with the Loew's and Five 
Boroughs circuits. . 
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co-starred in answer 
to the public’s 


overwhelming demand 
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(hi Okay; Fabiola’ 
Folsom’ Fat 136, 


PICTURE GROSSES 





Mighty $32,000, 
Prowler’ Bright 


186: Riviera’-Cole Smooth 406, 2d 





Chicago, June 26. + 


Loop first-runs are holdin 
steady near the high level prev: 
ing for last four weeks, Topper is 
State - Lake’s “Fabiola,” civing 
house powerful $32,000 and big- 
gest session at spot this year, 
Oriental, with Spe Brat” and Al 
Morgan onstage, is-holding over 
for second. week. Combo was lean 
$23.000 on first stanza. 

Combo of “Folsom Prison” and 
“chain Gang” is crisp $13,000 at 
Grand. United Artists, with 
“Prowler” and “House on Tele- 
graph Hill,” looks bright $18,000, 

Chicago, with “On Riviera” and 
Nat Cole topping .stage bill, is 

pacing holdovers with sturdy $40- 

“Goodbye, My re is 
shaping steady $9,000 in Sow pert 
frame at Palace. “Last Outpost’ 
and “Texas Rangers” loom nice 
$11,000 at Roosevelt. Woods, with 
“Thing,” is hefty $24,000 in third 
week. 

Estimates for This Week | 


Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 98)-—“On 
Riviera” (20th) plus Nat Cole and 
Blackburn Twins onstage (2d wk). 
Sturdy $40,000. Last week, $50,- 


Grand (RKO) (1,200; 55-98)— 
“Folsom Prison” (WB) and “Chain 
ag $13,000. Last 
in ™ Headhunters” 
and “Jungle of Chang” (In- 


Oriental indie) (3,400; 96)— 
“Dear Brat” (Par) and Al Morgan 


topping i *fvoung As Feel” (20th) 
Last wee ee 
with same vaude show, blah $19,- 
000 in six da 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 55-98)— 
“Goodbye, My F (WB) and 
“China Corsair” (Col) (2d wk). 


ay $9,000. Last week, $14,- 


Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 55-98)— 
“Last Outpost” (Par) and “Texas 
Rangers” (Col) (2d Seco Firm $11,- 
000. Last week, 

State-Lake wena % aa y00: 55-98) 
—‘Fabiola” (UA). Socko $32,000. 
Last week, “Go for Broke” (M-G) 


ed Artists (B&K) (1,700; 55- 
98\—“‘Prowler” (UA)) and “House 
Telegraph Hill” (20th). Fast $18,- 
000. Last week, “Scarf” (UA) and 
gong Dark Hall” (UA) (2d wk), 


(Essaness) (1,073; 98)— 
(RKO) (3d wk). Loud 
$24,000. Last 


(Indie) (2d wk). Good $4,- 


lerina” 


A Stout $6,000. Last week, $6 


K.C. Picks-Up; ‘Fabiola’ 
Fast $10,000, ‘Fat Man’ 
NSG 146, Teresa’ me 16 


Kansas City, June 
Biz hag pong bit from fa 
week's low levels, Paramount is 
doing solid biz with “Fabiola,” best 
money at house in recent weeks. 


Kimo Theatre returns Pus 
after. fa 


mission scale. 
erage. Weather, cin. & 
with rain of past few weeks blamed 
for poor biz. ; 





World (Indie) (587; 60)—"Bal- 


- Estimates “te Net 

Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous*-key cities, are net, Le., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take. when 
playing percentage. hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetk admission 
prices, however: as indicated, 
— the U. S. amusement 


‘Teresa Tasty 
$14,000, Philly 


Philadelphia, June 26. 

“Teresa,” at the Midtown, is 
getting the heaviest boxoffice play 
here currently despite the influx 
of thousands away from city over 
the weekend. “House on Tele- 
graph’ Hill” is only fair at the-Fox. 
“Air Cadet’ coupled with new 
stageshow is ance 4 og amy at the 
Earle. “As You You Feel” is 
rated very dull at the Randolph. 
“Two of a Kind” looms weak at 
the Stanley. 


Estimates for This Week 
Arcadia (Indie) (625: $1.30-$2.40) 
—“Tales of Hoffmann” (Indie) (9th 

wk). Sturdy $4,000. Last week, 
neat $4,500. 
Beyd (WB) . (2.700; 50-99)— 
“Great Caruso” (M-G) (7th wk). 
Big $15,500. Last week, $18,000. 





Cadet” -(U). plus. Orioles, Ruth 
Brown, Willis Jackson. orch on- 
stage. Fair $18,000. Last week, 
“Fat Man”) (U) plus Dinah Wash- 
mee others, onstage, good $21,- 


Fox (20th) (2,250: - 50-99)— 
“House Telegraph Hill” (20th). 
Oke $17,000. Last week, “Half An- 
gel” (20th), $18,000. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- 
99)—"“Appointment Danger” (Par), 
Stout $13,000. Last week. “Go for 
Broke” (M-G) (5th wk), $7,000. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,360: 50-99)— 
“Best of Badmen” (RKO). Puny 

6,000. Last week “Sealed Cargo” 
(RKO) (2d wk), $12,000. 

Midtown — 


(20th). Lew ar 
“Excuse My Dust” (M-G) (2d wk), 


gains. te "eee, “Blase 
v-| INDPLS, STILL SKIDS; 





Estimates for This Week June 26. 
Midwest) ; 45+ Bis is at first-runs 
6) t. (Indie) | here Sanaa nar bills not 
and “ (indie). | drawing well as oubdoars Rotten. 
8 Ling many. Best grosser is 


7 “ 
vp Tower. Uptown-Falrway-Granada 


Col), $7 
1.217; 50-75) — 1h, “Hot alas” tid ond and Spedman we 


a Modest | $5 


Double Crossbones” 


$14,000. Last week, “In Navy Now” 


pathy and “14 Hours” ane, $17,- bere 








Earle (WB) (2,700: 50-99)—“Air 


‘Rawhide’ Leads Buff, 
oh 


er cee 


falo. 
at the ayette: 
Estimates for This Week 


at the But 


“Rawhide” (20th) and 


“Cause 
Alarm” (M-G). 


Mild $11,000. 


and “Soldiers . Three” 
$8,500 in 5 days. 


“House Telegra graph Hill” (20th) 
“Circle Danger” (UA). 


Last week, “Fabiola” (UA) 


(UA). _ Soft 000. 


Rosenbloom” (UA), $7,000. 
“Apache Drums” (U) 


Century (20th Cent) (3,000; 
70)—"Best of Badmen” (RKO) 
“Tokyo File” (RKO). Si 
$7.500, Last week, “Folsom 
(WB), $8,500. 


Fabiola Lofty 





at three theatres. 
virtually as strong wi 
ings in two houses. 
looms okay at Denham. 
Estimates for This Week. 
Aladdin (Fox) 
“Lorna Doone” 


che Drums” looks s0-so | 


Buffalo (Loew) (3,500; 40-70)— 
Last 
week, “Night Into Morning” (M-G) 
(M-G), 
Paramount (Par) (3,000; 40-70)— 
Fair $9,000. 
“Kentucky Jubilee” (Lip) (9 days), 
$11,500 


Center (Par) (2,100; 40-70)—“The 
Searf” (UA) and “Long Dark Hall” 


. week, 

“Dear Brat” (Par) and MShipelone 
Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 
and “Wicked 


City” (UA). .So-so $8,000 or near. 
Last week, “Sm er’s Island” (U) 
and “Hollywood ry” (U), $6,500. 


Denver, June 27. 
Lure of outdoors cut into biz at 
first-runs over the weekend with 
nearly every svot suffering. “Lorna 
Doone” is getting top coin playing 
“Fabiola” is 


nice show- 
liver Twist” 


(1.400; 40-80)— 
(Col) and “When 


‘TERESA’ FAIR $8,000 “vorna 


_| and G 





Redskins Rode” (Col). 
with Tabor, Webber. 
Last week. 


fine $8.500. 

Broadway (Wolfberg) (1.500; 
80)—“Sealed Cargo” (M-G) 
ben Fair $6,000. Last week, 


—“Oliver Twist” (U). 
000. Last week. 
Prison” (WB), $7,500. 

Denver (Fox) 


Okay 


Air” (Mono), day-date with 
auire. Nice $14, 


000. 
“Best of Badmen” (RKO) 


“Casa Manana” (Mono), $7,000 in 


(742; 40-80)— 
” (UA) and “Father Takes} 
Solid 


(Fox) 





In Navy’ Trim $13,000. 
In Port; ‘Drums’ 9146} 





oo ee 
Estimates for 


eer pote FFs 


(Parker) (1,500; 
“Man From Planet X” (UA) 


og (Eve ) (2,000; 
or na ol ow” (20th) 
ued on page 22) 


day-date 
Nice 98.000. 
“Follow the Sun” 
(20th) and “Stop That Cab” (Lip). 


“Wallis Folsom 


(2,525: 40-80)— 
“Fabiola” (UA) and “Father Takes 


Last week. 


; “This Week 
_ reeerey (Parker) (1,890; 65-90) 
he UE. 4 $0,500, Last (4th wk), $5,800. 


ia) and 
ere Xie Oe pis’ too) 
an "Fort - Quebec” (Par) anal, 


86 


for 


and 
and 


40- 
and 


mn” 


$18,000, Denver! i: 


40- 
(2d 


$7,-| of 
Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 40-80) 


$S.,- 


Es- 


and 


Last | 509 


and 


(11 | * 


65- 
and 


| Saat ze 


Dust” (M-G) With 
oe ag Whiting Jack Smith, 
De Vol o heading stage-| 


Waters 
(2d 


Torrid weather the past week- 
end and the dearth of new, top 
pictures are putting a crimp in 
Broadway first-runs this session. 
There are also too many holdovers, 
most of them taking a bad beating. 
Deluxers doing business are thé 
exceptions instead of the rule. 

“He Ran All the Way,” with 
Carmen Cavallaro, band and 
Juanita Hall topping the stage- 
show, is getting a nice $60,000 at 
the Paramount on the first week 
despite the heat. “Samson and 
Delilah” is disappointing at — 
on first session of two-wee Miracle’ o 
scale run at the State. 

Morgan’s Creek” and 
Spangled Rhythm,” two siled. aie sine 
are mild at $7,000 on first week 
in the. Mayfair. 

“Great Caruso” continues big 
among the first-runs with an 
eighth week at the Music Hall. 
The seventh session winding up 
today (Wed.) is holding at a tall 
$128,000, which gives “Caruso” and 
the same stageshow that started 
seven weeks ago a total of $998,- 
000 for seven weeks. 

The Roxy, with “Half Angel” 
and Andrews Sisters topping. the 
stage bill, is he to a barely okay 

or less wr the ‘second 
stanza. Pompe _ stageshow 
headed Ethel aters; Teddy 
— A and Georgie Kaye 
rons to a slim $22,000 in initial 
hol at the Capitol 
despite deol of previews on the 
final day. 


“Native Son’. sagged to a mild 
$8,000 or near in second Criterion 
week. “Fabiola” still was showing 
plenty of stamina in its fourth 
week at the Victoria with ia bic 
$14,000, but is not being held. 
“Mask of Avenger” opens there 
today (Wed.). 


The Capitol, Roxy, Globe, Criter- 
ion and several other houses are 
bringing in new bills. this week 
to take advantage of the holiday 
(July 4). The Paramount brines 
in its next show on the Fourth 
July, next Wednesday, with 
Martin & Lewis heading stageshow 
coupled with “Dear Brat.” 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (City Iny.) (1,300; 55-$1.50) 

—*Valentino” (Col) (10th wk). 
Week ending today looks about 
$4.500 after $5,000 last session, 
Stays two extra days, with “Hard. 


Fast, Beautiful” (RKO) openi 
Saturday (30). ye = 
(City Inv.) (589; aprnd 
$2. “Tales of Hoffmann” pe. : 

die) (13th wk). The 1 

sligthy to 9 $1 0 Mes.) picked up 
both very big. Stays 

's) (4,820; 55-$1.50 


show. ns today (Wed.). 
week, “Blea (Col), wiih: wthel 
reety rowel orch, 
Goorsie down, to lean, €23,00 ‘or 
after 000 opening 


near 
week. 


—“Native Son” (Indie) (2d wk). 
Off to about $8,000 in initial hold- 


over frame after fairly $15,- 
000 opener. ee a er” (UA) 
opens Saturday. (30 


Globe: (Brandt) (1 506: 50-$1.20) 
—"“M”" (Col) (3d_wk). ose to $6,- 


raat Hie” wa (Par) opens 


) (950; oe et 50) 
) (5th- 


Ww 
1 ( saat cee 


pe 


’$ 
eae “Star Spangled Rhythm” 
ee »}. Doing only mild- 
e ending tomorrow 
an frhuet)e rf $7,000 or less. In 
ahead, “Maltese F. Falcon” (WB) and 
“Dark Victory’ (WB) (reissues) 


Palace (RKO) (Pan 55-$1.20)— 


(1,736; 50- 
Cree 


week, “Man W: 

and vaude, okay $17 
(Par) (3 64: eye 
All. Way” (UA) plus 

vallaro uanita 





(Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.75) | One 


-jand “Katie Did It” (U). 


Heat Wilts Bway But-‘He Ran’. 
| Plus Cavallaro-Juanita Hall Nice 606, 
“| “Angel Andrews Sis 58G, ‘Samson’ NG 


Ames Bros., Gracie Barrie 
Herbe Fields orch (2d wk), mild 

Park Avenue (Reade) (583; 90- 
$1.50)—“Tony Draws A Horse” (In- 
die) (7th wk). Sixth round ended 
Sunday (24) was $7,200 after nice 
$7,400 for fifth week. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 80-$2.40)—“Great 
Caruso” (M-G) and stageshow (7th 
wk). Held to tall $128,000 after 
big $134,500 for sixth frame. Holds 
an .eighth week. .“Show Boat” 
(M-G) due in next but opening not 
definitely set since “Caruso” run 
past the eighth session is possible. 

Rexy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.50)— 
“Half Angel” (20th) plus Andrews 
Sisters heading stage bill (2d-final 
wk). Heat wilting this seriously, 
with only $58,000 this round, First 
week was fine $78.000 albeit a bit 
below hopes. “The Frogmen”™ (20th) 
opens Friday (29), with iceshow re- 
sumed as feature of stage layout. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-$1.50)— 
“Samson & Delilah” (Par) (2d wk). 
First week ended last night (Tues.) 
was disappointing with about $9,- 
000 on Daa gf enna run here, only 
booked for-two weeks, as “Prince 
Who Was Thief” (U) opens July 3. 

Sutton (R&B) (561; 90-$1.50)— 
“Kon-Tiki” (RKO) (13th wk). The 
12th round ended Monday (25) 
nee nicely at $8,600, same as last 


Trans-Lux 60th St. (T-L) (453; 
74-$1.50)—“Emperor’s Nightinale” 
(Indie) (7th wk). Still doing 
okay at $5,000 after $5,200 last 
week, 
~ Tranc-Lux, 52ud St. (T-L) (540; 
90-$1.50)—“Teresa” (M-G) (12th 
wk). Still showin_ profit with $3,- 
200 after $3,500 last week. 

Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 55- 
$1. oat he nena of Avenger” (Col). 
oO (Wed.). Last week, 

abiola” A). (4th wk), wound 
up: bigply profitable run with 
strong $14,000 after solid $18,500 
tor third session. 
ed longer but pic goes out on 
O circuit houses th is week. 


‘Dust’ Paces Frisco With 
Rousing $20,000; ‘Groom’ 
Hefty 116, ‘New Mex’ 146 


San Francisco, June 26. 
“Excuse My Dust” is sparking biz 
at first-runs here this session, with 
big total at Warfield. “Groom Wore 
Spurs” looks strong at United 
Artists with novel ad campaign 
going vo “Tales of 8 ger yr ith 


ge e.. “Playing 17 shows. ft 
week at this 370-seater and beating 
“Red Shoes” mark. “Take 
4 My Little Girl” shapes oir at at 
‘Ox. 
' Estimates for This Week 


Golden fate (RKO) (2,850; 





'85)—“Tokyo File 212” (RKO) and 


“Atrocities Gestapo” (Li ). Thin 
500. Last week, ‘ars and 
pars” (Col) and “Thousand and 
Nights” (Col) (reissues), 

$9,700 


Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95)—“Take 
Care My Little Girl” (20th) and 
“Yukon Manhunt” (Mono). Fair 
$17,000 or near. Last week, “Half 
Angel” (20th) and “Golden Sala- 
mander” (UA), $15,500. 

Warfield (Loew’s) (2,656; 60-85)— 
‘Excuse My Dust” (M-G). Big 
| $20,000. Last w: “Go For Broke 
(M-G) (34 wk), $12,000. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— 
“New Mexico” wA) ieod “Painted 
pon fl (M-G). Good $14,000 or 

“The Prowler” 


Last week, 
(UA) and “Cattle “queen” UA), 
$16,500. 
St, Francis (Par) (1,400; 60-85)— 


k” “Oliver Twist” (UA) (3d wk). Fair 


$6.500 in 6 days. Last week, $9,500. 

Orpheum (No. Coast) (2,448; 55- 
85)—“‘Texas Rangers” (Col) and 
“The Big Gusher” (Col). 7 
$12,000. Last week, “Smugglers 
i an? “Hollywood tory” 
(U) 

United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207; 
55-85)—“Groom Wore Spurs” (U), 
Strong 
$11, 000. Last week. “Second Wom- 
an” (UA) and “Paper Gallows” 
(UA) (2d wk), $7,000. 

Stagedoor (A-R) (370; $1.80- 
40)—"Tales of Hoffmann” (In- 
a" oo. Sock $8,500. Last 
wee 

Vogue (S. F. Theatres) (354; 85) 
—“Kon-Tiki” (RKO) (6th wk). Held 





) bat$4,500, Last week, fast $5,200. 
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VARIETY 





Josie Ups ‘Story’ to Tall $35,000, 
Hub, ‘Cargo’ Slight 146, ‘Girl 16 


A 





Boston, June 26. + 


Firstruns are mainly not doing 
well, heat on Sunday hurting this 
stanza. However, the Boston is 
doing well with stageshow headed 
by Josephine Baker. Paired with 
“F lollywood Story,” should get big 
$35,000. “Sealed Cargo” at Me- 
morial is mild while “Take Care 
of My Little Girl” at Met looks 
light. “Lorna Doone” at Para- 
mount and Fenway are about av- 
erage. “Long Dark Hall” at Astor 
shapes S0-SO. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (B&Q) (1,200; 50-95)— 
“Long Dark Hall” (UA). So-so 
$5,000. Last week, “Mating Sea- 
son” “Furies” (Par), 
$3,800. 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 60-$1.10)— 
“Hollywood Story” (U) with Jose- 

hine Baker topping stageshow. 
Big $35,000. in 9 days. Last week, 
“Man From Planet X” (UA) and 
“Unknown Island” (UA), not bad 
$9,000. 

Fenway (NET) (1,373; 40-85)— 
“Lorna Doone” (Col) and “Texas 
Ranger” (Col). Mild $3,800. Last 
week, “Appointment Danger” 
(Par) and “Trio” (Par), $4,500. 

Majestie (Shubert) (1,100; $1.20- 
$2.40)—“Tales of Hoffmann” (In- 
die) (11th wk). Nice $3,000. Last 
week, $3,400 

Memorial (RKO) (3,500; 40-85)— 
“Sealed Cargo” (RKO) and “The 
Hoodlum” (UA). Not too robust 
at $14,000 or near. Last week, 
“On Riviera” (20th). and “China 
Corsair” (Col) (3d wk), oke $14,000. 

Metropolitan (NET) (4, 367; 40-85) 
—‘Take Care of My Little Girl” 
(20th) and “Seerets Monte Carlo” 
(Rep). Slight $12,000.. Last week, 
“Samson & Delilah” (Par), $11, 800. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-85) 

—‘Go For Broke” (M-G) and 
“Home Town Story” (M-G) (2d wk), 
Off to about $11,500 after neat 
$20,000 for first week. 
: Paramount (NET) (1,700; 40-85) 
—‘“Lorna Doone” (Col) ‘and “Texas 
Ranger” (Col). Modest $11,000. 
Last week, “Appointment. ™aner” 
(Par) and “Trio” (Par), $13,000. 

State (Loew) (3,500; 40-85)—“Go 
For Broke” (M-G). and “Home 
Town Story” (M-G) (2d wk). Not 
too — at $6,500. Last week, 
$10,200. 


St. Loo Holds Up Well; 
‘Teresa’ OK at $13,000, 
‘Ft. Worth’ Solid 14G 


St. Louis, June 26. 
Wicket activity at mainstem 
houses picked up a bit over the 
ast weekend di te a fair, warm 
telecast o 


f - 
league ball game. “Teresa” sha 
okay at Loew's as does “Ft. Wo 
at the Fox. “Take: Care 
Little Girl’ is not so strong at the 
Missouri. 
Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador vent £ pmo (3,000; 60-75) 
° (Par) and 


(Par) and 





Fox (F&M) (5,000; | 60-75)—"Fort 
Worth” (WB) and “Best of igs 
men” (RKO). Good $14,000 or 
near. Last week, “Folsom Prison” 
(WB) and “Raton Pass” (WB), 


(Loew) (8,172; 50-75)—| of 
and = “I 


“Teresa” (M-G) is de 
une 
Be Sin” (UA) 


Straight ». 
a and “If 

$11,000. io 
“Take Missourt (F&M) Sond Littie Gisl- oth) 
and ‘ legraph Hill” (20th), 


Pageant (St. Louis Amus. Co.) 
‘after oke |? 





$3, 
‘Valiant? Hot $ 7,000, 
‘Toronto; * 1344G 
Toronto, soot A 


Popularity of action 
flected in an I oon igre upbeat of “Ot 
current biz, Leeiiee in 
revenue. beeekes are € 
Vallant” an “Smuggler’s Island. 
Great Caruso” continues stand- 
Out holdover in Peng Fes week. 
Estimates 


D 
Sone owntown, Gitedate, 5 ee 


(Taylor) ‘hoes, 
955: 470; 698; 694; 35-60)—' 
gler’ s Island” (Uy) and “Dollar Pur- 
suit” (Rep). Good $13.509. 
(Continued on page 22) 


of My | cast 


aoe ey ae be 
wboy” (Par), $13,- | M 


1 “N 


Last | and 


Key City Grosses . 


Estimated Total Gross 
This week....... $1,981,000 
(Based on 24 cities, 195 the- 
atres, chiefly first runs, includ- 





ing N. » 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year!....... $1,976,500 


(Based on 22 cities, and 184 
theatres) 


Fabiola Fancy 
$7,000 in Mpls. 


Minneapolis, June 26. 

Most sensational boxoffice per- 
former here in several years is 
“Great Caruso,” piling up a recent 
record for straight-films. In its 
second Radio City week, it's still 
keeping turnstiles heavily greased. 
Among the newcomers, “Fabiola” 
stands out as the best money bet 
at Lyric. Other fresh _ entries, 
“Folsom Prison” and “Apache 
Drums,” are. disappointing. 

Estimates for This Week 


Century (Par) (1,600; 50-76)— 
“Friend Flicka” (20th) and “Thun- 
derhead” (20th) (reissues). Oldies 
kicking up some dust on twin bill. 
Sad $2,000. Last week, Bullfight- 
er ad Lady” (Rep), slow $3,000. 


Gopp er (Berger) (1,000; 50-76)— 
“In Navy Now” (20th) '(2d wk). 
‘ a $3,000. Last week, okay $4,- 


Lyric. (Par) (1,000; 50-76)— 
“Fabiola” (UA). Well sold and 
coming through with fancy $7,000. 
re were, “Inside Straight” (M-G), 





Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-76)— 
“Great Caruso” (M-G). Has hit 
sizzling ce. Reaching heights 
here no longer thought attainable 
for straight pic. Fine $10,000 after 
huge $18,000 initial stanza, latter 
being substantially over expec- 
tancy. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 40- 
pagan 2 wy Drums” (U). This 
one well-liked, but a light $5, 
000 looms. Last week, UN $4 
po ape (U) and “Fat Man” (U), $4,- 


RKO-Pan (RKO) (1 600; 40-76)— 
“Planet X” (UA) and and 
Get Me” (UA). yr oe. 
Last week, “Salerno Beach” (Indie) 

and Sullivans” (Indie) 
(reissues), $2, 


State (Par) (2,300; 50-76)—"Fol- |’ 
some Prison” Absence of 


9 Rage “Last 
Outpost” (Par), $5,800. 


World (Mann) (400; 50-90)— 
“Last Holiday” (Indie) (2d. wk). 
So-so $2,000 


names 
to leah $5,000 


, about same as first | 1 
canto. 
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Providence, July 26. 
RKO Albee js the only stand | 000. 
nice trade, its “Best 


doing well, 
Gther spots are cone dull. 
ery d had f. : nice opening 





(Mono). big $12,000. 


gg iietropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 4a-) com 
65)—"Jungle Headhunters”-(RKO) 
| a4 “Stardust and Sweet gn 


(reissue). Mild $5,500, 
wéek, “House ess Hat 
(20th) and “Forced La E (In- 
die), $4,000. . 
a cae). 
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Strand 
—*M” (Col) and ‘ Niger 
(Col. 
pat 
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Seattle; “My Fancy’ 86 


‘his ‘news ts plenty. sod bore: this 
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way ny Fa 
Estimates for This Week- 
Coliseum (Evérgreen) (1,877; 65- 
90)—“When Mefi ay. Beaste” (in (in- 
die) and We 
Good $9,000. Last week, operant 
Peril” (RKO) and “Jiggs, Maggie 
Out West” (Mono); $6,300. 
Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,349; 
65-90)—‘In Navy Now” (20th) -— 
“Her First'“Romance” (Col). - io 
$10,000. Last week, “Half 
(20th). and:. “Father Takes 2. 
(Mono) (2d wk-5 days), $4,900. 
Liberty (Hamrick) ¢1,650; 65-90) 
“Little Big-Horn” (Lip) and “Sav- 










age Drums” (Lip). Okay $7,000. 

Last week, “Sm ler’s es (U) 

and..Holl tory (U), $7,300. 
Music (Hamrick) (850; 65-90) 


—“No Orchids” (indie) and “Wa- 
terloo Road” (UA) (2d wk). Off to 
$2,800 in 6 days. Last week, big 


800. 

Musie Hall (Hamrick) (2,200; 65- 
90)—“Goodbye, 7 Fancy” (WB) 
and “Long Dark Hl” (UA). Good 
$8,000. Last week, “‘Caruso” (M-G) 
(8th), ended on high note with 
$3,700 in final 4 days. 

Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,600; -65- 
90)—“Best of Badmen” (RKO) and 
“Secrets Monte Carlo” (Rep). Light 
$6,000. Last . week, “Folsom 
Prison” A ae ee “Stardust, Sweet 
Music” .(Rep) 

Palomar Chen then ing) (1,350; 85-90) 

—*‘Brave Bulls” (Col) and. “San 
Fe” (Col) (2d runs). 


wk), big $3,700. ? 

‘ Paramount (Evergreen) (3,039; 
65-90)—“Man Planet X” (UA) and 
“Big Gusher” (Col). Brutal $5,000. 
Last week, ““Texas Rangers” (Col) 
and “China Corsair’ (Col), $5,800. 


Little Gl Trim 
$11,000 in Omaha 


Omaha, June 26. 
Surprising smash openings at 
two major Tristates houses may 
mean better’ times at first-runs 
here. Paramount, which has been 
in doldrums for some time, is do- 
ing oke with “Take Care of My Lit- 
tle Girl.” Orpheum iooks in for 
resounding week with = Bob 
Crosby ome show plus “Mr. Uni- 
verse. houses had” " turn- 
aways wh =) po Other spots 
are m 
; Estimates f for This Week 
ka as (Tristates) (2,800; 16- 
10)-—"“Take Care of Little 
Girl” (20th). Best gross weeks 
nice_at $11,000. Last week, 
ata age BA weil My tod: a 
9) — “Mr. yaivonas” e ELS and Bok Bob 
Stout ($19,000, Last ask, Fight: 
‘Show Guard” (Re = 
Showdown” (Rep) fair "000, at 


(RKO) sa 16-70)— 
. “Stage to}, 





ger, Hefty 
_— ane oid He Hours" (20th), "$4, 


tates) (2,100; 16-70) 
~ gna” ) and “Thunder- 
head, Son of Wickes” (20th) (ree 
issues).. NSH $5,000. Last w 

Ine” (Mono), ‘Dit nt le s94 anythin 


L.A. Ahead of 50; Drums'-‘Story’ 
Aces at Lusty $26,000, ‘Guy’ Slow 


MG Ran All Way Torrid $25,000 
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Estimated Total Gioss 





This Week........ $374,000 
(Based on 17 theatres.) 
Last Year.......;. $419,500 


Fabiola’ Strong 
$9,000 in Pitt 


Pittsburgh, June 26. 
Blistering hot weather is keep- 
ing Golden Triangle rather empty 
this week. “Teresa” at Penn, on 
strength of some rave notices, is 
doing passably good. Surprise 
click, however, is the double bill 
of “Little Big Horn” and “Savage 
Drums” at Warner, with fine ses- 
sion, Also a hit is “Fabiola,” doing 
strongly. “Young As You Feel” is 

very lightweight at Fulton. . 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 50-85)— 
“Young As You Feel (20th) and 
“Under Gun” (U). Never got start- 
ed, drab $3,500. Last week, “Oper- 
ation Disaster” (U) and “Target 
Unknown” (U) about same in 6 


days. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 50-85)-— 
“Fabiola” (UA). First single fea- 
ture here in several weeks and 
heading for strong $9,000. Last 
week, “Hollywood Story” (U) and 
“Double Crossbones” (U), . $4,000. 

Penn (Loew’s) (3,300; 50-85)— 
“Teresa” (M-G). Splendid notices 
lifting this to okay $11,500. Last 


week, “Soldiers Three” (M-G), 
$10,000. 
Stanley (WB) (3,800; 50-85)— 


“Inside Walls Folsom” (WB). Very 
slim $8,500. Last week, “Forbidden 
Past” (RKO), $12,000. 

Warner (WB) (2 000; 50-85) — 
“Little -Big Horn” (Lip) and 
“Savage Drums” (Lip). Best dou- 
ble feature here in 6 months. Fine 
$7,500 Last week, “Along Great 
Divide” (WB) (m.o.), $4,000. 


‘QUESTIONS’-CARSON 
_ SOLID $25,000, D.C. 


n, June 26. 
Biz nee hyn here this ses- 
sion. “No Questions Asked,” with 
boost from Jack 
eshow, is 
sturdy at Palace though hurt b 
at Palace thou y 
crix ns. “Folsom Prison” is 
okay at tthe Warner. 
- Estimates for This Week 
— (Loew's) (2,434; 44-90)— 
estions Asked” =— a 





h Hill” (20th), si8 ,000. 
upont (Lopert) (375; Pontes 
“Brave Bulls” (Col). <> ag 9 $5,000 
for small-seater, and hol 
week, “Odette” (UA) (2d wk), on 


$3,500. 
Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 44-80)— 
“Hard, oy Beautiful” (RKO). 





So-so $7,500 . Last week, as 
(Continued on page 22 





$2\Cincy So-So Albeit 
-$12500: Teresa’ Nice 86, Badmen’ 9G|#== 


e Back 
(Indie) |. ) and ye “Did. It”. (U). 
) and “Father Takes Air” : 







Cincinhati, June 26. 

e is _—S aa round. 
ding new- 
at ‘agehi Albee 
Sea i be last week that was 
Sele Baker stage- 

fo winning stride 
at Grand and “Bosh of Badmen” is 
fair at Palace. Hot weather was an 
Loutdoor lure over weekend. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-75)— 
“Excusé My Dust” (M-G). Bright 
SO- | £12,500, Last week, “No Questions 

Asked” (M-G) plus Josephine 
‘| Baker’s at 70-$1. 10 raion 
sock $27,000, for town’s biggest in 
mon 

Capitol (Mid-States). (2,000; 55- 
| 75) — "Mutiny on Bounty” (M-G) 


Dust Lusty 


“Lorna Doone” (Cod). Tae e 
Grand (KRO) Ran 
“Teresa” (M-G). Nice $8: 
week, “Little Big few tLips oe 
“Savage Drums” (Lip), $6,000. 
Keith’s (Mid-States) (1,542; 55-" 
75)—“Paleface” (Par) and “ of 
Sand” (Par) (reissues). Slow $4,500. 
“Friend Flicka” (20th) 


Last week, 
and “Thunderhead”. (20th) (reis- 
sues), $3,500. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,500; 55-75)— 


“Inside Folsom Prison” (WB) (m.o.) | - 


it with “Male and Female” (In- 
) and “Born To Sin” (Indie) (re- 
issues). Tepid $4,500. Last week. 
“Fabiola” A) (m.o.) split with 
“Belle LeGrand” (Rep) and “Mil- 
lion Dollar Pursuit” (Rep), $4,000. 
Palace (RKO) (2,600; .55-75)— 
“Best of Badmen” (RKO). Fair 








. At Races” (M-G) (reis- 
a Last week, 


Soned. Mild $6,000. 


$9,000 or near. Last week, “Inside 
Folsom Prison” (WB), ditto. 


Los Angeles, June 26. 

Firstrun biz pace this week, 
although spotty on overall basis. 
continues ahead of the same week 
a year ago. Gain over 1950 now 
has stretched out into the fourth 
consecutive week. Sturdiest new 
bill this frame is the combo of 
‘Apache Drums” and “Hollywood 
Story,” with a fine $26,000 in five 
theatres. A slow $24,500 is seen 
for “The Guy Who Came Back,” 
also playing in five houses but 
larger ones. 

“He Ran All the Way” shapes 
good $25,000, playing in two loca- 
tions. Small $17,000 is expected 
for “Dear Brat” in two Paramount 
theatres. Reissue combo of “Dark 
Victory” and “Maltese Falcon,” in 
three spots, is okay $21,000 
although not hefty. 

Holdovers are still dominated by 
“Great Caruso,” with big $31,000 
in fourth round, two houses. It 
stays at least five weeks. “Caruso” 
hit all-time high ¢for first biz in 
three weeks, and made two other 
new records by reaching new peaks 
on both the second and third 
rounds. | 


Estimates for This Week 

Los Angeles, Chinese, Uptown, 
Loyola, Wilshire (FWC) (2,097; 
2,048; 1,719; 1,248; 2,296: 70-$1. 10} 

—"Gi Who Came Back” (20th) 
and “Tarzan’s Peril” (RKO). Slow 
$24,500. Last week, “Young as 
Feel” (20th) and “Secrets Monte 
Carlo” -(Rep), $23,300. 

Hollywood, Downtown, Wiltern 
(WB) (2,756; 1,757; 2,344; 70-$1.10) 
—‘“Dark Victory” (WB) and ‘Mal- 
tese Falcon” (WB) (reissues). Oke 
$21,000. Last week, “Wal!'s Folsom 
Prison” (WB) (2d wk-5 days), 
$11,000. 

Loew’s State, Egyptian (UA) (2,- 
404; 1,538; 70-$1.10) — “Caruso” 
(M-G) (4th wk). Big $31,000. Last 
week, large $34,700. 

Hillstreet, Pantages (RKO) (2,- 
890; 2,812; 60-$1)—“Ran All Way” 
(UA) and “Her First Romance” 
(Col). Good $25,000. Last week, 
“Best Badmen” (RKO) and “True 
Story” (Col), $21,000. 

Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- 
mounts (F&M) (3,398; 1,430; 60)— 
“Dear Brat” (Par) and “Gypsy 
Fury” (Mono). Light $17,000 or 
near. Last week, “Last Outpost” 


(Par) and “Thunder God’s un- 
try” (Rep) (L.A. only) (9 days), 
$15,000 


United Artists, Ritz, Vogue, 
Studio City, Culver (UA-FWC) (2,- 


100; 1,370; 885; 880; 1,145; 70-$1. 10) 
“Apache ns” (U) and “Holly- 
wood Story” (U). Fine $26,000. 
Last week, “Fabiola” (UA) and 
“Forbidden Jungle” (UA) (2d wk- 
4 days), $10,300. 

Four Star (UA) (900; '70-90)— 


“Ace in Hole” (Par) (2d wk). 
$6,000. Last 
erly Canon (ABC) (520; $1)— 
“Kon-Tiki” (RKO) (9th wk). Steady 
$2,500. Last week, $2,800 
Laurel (Rosener) (846; $1.20- 
$2.40)—“‘Tales Hoffmann” (Indie) 
(4th wk). Into fourth frame yester- 
a aaa after big $15,000 last 
wee 


Heat Hits L’ville Biz; 
‘Tn Navy’ Mild $8,000, 
‘Planet X’ Modest 46 
Louisville, June 26. 


side, with hot weather, vacations 
and summer diversions luring. 


Near 
week, fancy $8,000. 





trons from film houses. Mary 
derson is making a bid for biz with 
“Ong Foot In ven,” an oldie 


which is pulling some of elderly 
trade and churchgoers. “In Navy 
Now” at the Rialto is mild. “Man 
From Planet ” looks moderate at 
Strand. 
Estimates for This Week 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,200; 
45-65)—"‘One Foot In Heaven” 
(WB) (reissue). House went wa 
back for this one. Likely f 
$6,000. Last week, “Inside Folsom 
Prison” (WB), neat $7,500. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000: 
45-65)—“In Navy Now” (20th) and 
“Perfect Woman” (20th). Mild 
$8,000. Last week, “Last Outpost” 


(Par) and “Sun Sets at Dawn” 
(UA), $8,500. 
State (Loew’s) (3,000; 45-65)— 


“Inside Straight” (M-G) and “Sol- 
diers Three” (M-G). NSG $7,500. 
Last week, “Lorna Doone” (Col) 
and “Texas Rangers” (Col), $9;000. 

Strand (FA) (1,200; 45-65)— 
“Man From Planet X” (UA) ‘and 
“Skipalo Rosenbloom” . (UA). 
Modest $4.000. Last week, “Ven 
detta” (RKO) and “Guaplay’ 
(RKO), $3,500. 
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POEM FOR SHOWMEN 


For easy sailing, please take note 
Of Leo’s Hits! “Don’t miss the boat!” 
“The Great Caruso’s” noble voice 
Makes M-G-M the nation’s choice, 
There’s “Go For Broke!”, “Excuse My Dust’”* 
“Rich, Young and Pretty”* is a must 
_ The asterisks" convey to-you > 
- Those films with Technicolor, too! 
You need the best at summertime 


So here are more (without a rhyme): 


“Strictly Dishonorable,” “The People Against O'Hara,” “The Law and the Lady,” > 
“Teresa,” “‘The Tall Target,” ‘“‘The Strip,” ‘Angels in the Outfield’’—and “An : 
American in Paris,’’* ‘Pandora and the Flying Dutchman’’* (both Fall releases), etc. 


P.S. * 


And let us not forget this Fall : 
*QUO VADIS” comes to top them all! 
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British Exhibs to Get $5,000,000 


On Compromise Admission Tax Plan 


London, June 26. 

Details of the compromise deal 
between Hugh Gaitskell, Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer, and the ex- 
hibiting industry, covering the new 
admission tax scale (revision of the 
Eady Plan) which. operates from 
Aug. 5, were announced in the 
House of Commons on Friday (22) 
in a written Parliamentary answer. 
The terms of the pact will come up 
in the Commons for endorsement 
on Thursday (28) during the Re- 
port Stage of the Finance Bill. 

The proposals, which have al- 
ready been endorsed by an emer- 
gency meeting of the Cinemato- 
graph Exhibitors Assn.° general 
council, will yield. something like 
$5,000,000 a year to theatre oper- 
ators to meet rising overheads. It 
will more than double the present 
Eady fund which remits boxoffice 
coin to aid British production. 
This part of the scheme is subject 
to endorsement by distributors, and 
American companies here are seek- 
ing advice from the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America before announc- 
ing their decision. 

(American company prexies and 
foreign managers met in New York 
under the Motion Picture Export 
Assn. banner last week to discuss 
U. S. policy on the Eady Plan. They 
came. to no final conclusion, but 
determined they would okay it 
only if there was an adequate quid 
pro quo. This compensation was 
originally set as removal by Britain 
of all restrictions on conversion of 
sterling to dollars, but‘it is now un- 
derstood that the MPEA is ready to 
offer other alternatives.) 

Under the compromise, admis- 
sions up to sevenpence (8c) are ex- 
empt from duty and there will be 
no change in the rate for admis- 
sions of ninepencé and tenpence 
(10c and. 12¢). The shilling (14c) 
admission remains unchanged, but 
the tax-is reduced by one penny. 
This is a eoncession designed to 
aid the small exhib. 

The increase in admission scale 
will start on the one and three- 
penny seat (18¢c), which will be 
hiked by threepence, of which one- 
half will be additional duty and 
the other half will be kept by thea- 
tres. All seats of two and ten- 
pence or over (40c) will go up four- 
pence (5c), most of which will be 
additional taxation. 

The CEA, it is understood, is 
pledged to give continued support 
to the Eady fund for at least three 
years and under the new deal, will 
pay a halfpenny on each admission 
of one and threepence and over. 
The current levy of a farthing per 
admission applies for all admis- 
sions of fourpence (5c) and over. 
Theatres exempted under the orig- 
inal scheme continue to be exempt. 


Ex-UFA Topper Seen 
In Comeback Attempt; 
Bonn Govt. Nixes Deal 


Berlin, June 19. 

Probably the biggest story de- 
veloping during the International 
Film Festival here concerned the 
attempted comeback of former. 
UFA deputy chief, Ludwig Klitzsch. 
It was learned that the former 
UFA boss had recently approached 
the Bonn government with a plan 
to reorganize the German pix in- 
dustry and had come to Berlin to 
report on his efforts to associates. 

Although the Bonn government 
had turned thumbs down on his 
proposition, Klitzsch told VARIETY 
he would continue his efforts but 
would not enter the film biz ac- 
tively until he was sure that his 
plans would be carried out. Co- 
inciding with the Klitzsch inter- 
view was am announcement by 
William Karol, former Austrian 
film exec, who is now chief of the 
Mexican Motion Picture Assn., that 
he would give up his present po- 
sition and ene for half his 
present income if he could team 
up with Klitzsch and organize an- 
other UFA in Germany. 

Italian producer and director 
Curzio Malaparte said he intends 
to do his next picture in the Ruhr 
Title is tentatively listed. as 

“Hand of the Man.” 
with the problems page val in a 
Marxist society once the Russians 
pull out and leave the a 





people to themselves. Script has} - 
pina dt aaeeek een ae? 
plans to start shooting this fall. 


It will deal | three 


A 
=. 


e 

‘Live With Me’ Looks 

London, June 26. 
Playwrights, Ltd, presented 
“Come Live With Me,” a new com- 
edy by Dorothy and Canipbell 
Christie, at the Vaudeville theatre, 
June 21. It is an entertaining 
story of a retired opera singer, 
starring Jessie Royce Landis, 
whose first husband materilizes 
after 18 years, proving that they 
were never divorced. Francis Lis- 
ter, her co-star, makes the most of 
his limited opportunities with ex- 
cellent supporting cast. 

Roy Rich ably directs the piece 
which had a warm reception, but 
lacks dramatic force-and the polish 
of authors’ two previous successes, 
“Grand National Night” and “His 
Excellency.” Chances of lengthy 
run are slim. 


Chevalier Among 
Stars Due in Arg. 


Buenos Aires, June 19. 

Among the big names likely to 
hit Buenos Aires before the end of 
the year is Maurice Chevalier, who 
is dickering for a three-week en- 
gagement at the Casino Theatre, 
now under the management of 
Pablo Williams. Chevalier is an 
old friend of Argentina since he 
visited the country twice in the 
*20’s. Just prior to World War II 
he had contracts to do personal ap- 
pearances. again, and also do 
broadcasts on a big network. 

Yesterday the local entertain- 
ment union signed a labor contract 
at the Labor Ministry with mem- 
of the Association of Empresarios, 
which binds the latter to pay mini- 
mum wages of $85 monthly to all 
actors and actresses employed by 
central city theatres. Chorus mem- 
bers will get minimum wages of 
$65 while $70 is actor - sifgers 
minimum, When on tour com- 
panies must pay supplementary 
wages of $50 and $45 monthly to 
principals and cast members re- 
respectively. All companies must 
use at least 50% Argentine talent. 

Niteries have to comply with a 
similar irksome rule binding them 
to include 60% national acts in all 
floor-shows. Apart from increas- 
ing the cost of nitery operation, 
these acts often have the effect- of 
sending patrons out looking for 
some other “oe where the national 
acts are not laying at the moment. 
NeVertheless, niferies are doing 
terrific biz and profiteering might- 
ily. They charge $1 for each 
thimble-full of (nationally dis- 
tilled) “Scotch” or sherry, whereas 
the price of a full bottle may be 
exactly $1. 


WB THEATRE CHAIN 
IN AUSSIE UP AGAIN 


~Sydney, June 26. 

That old hassle about Warners 
renewing product contract with 
Hoyts’ pic chain, preferring to 
form its own loop is up again here. 
Stanley n, Warner Aussie 
chief, said r that negotia- 
tions were smoothly 
between Hoyts and his company 
for on product renewal deal. He 
anticipated no hitch on contract 


greenlight. 

Hoyts has some yet 
to play saher the oid porter by 
stated, but would not 
divulge how long the new contract 


is for. 
n ecaphaticaity de- 














hil 


F 


to buy or lease theatres Down Un- 
der to operate a circuit similar to 
that of Metro. 








Higginso 
nied that WB had plans presently | 
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ACAT-NFEC Row Row to MP's 


Sir Hartley Shaweross’s (Board 
of Trade prexy) refusal to conduct 
a probe is being challenged in an 
adjournment debate in tke House 
of Commons, which will be initi- 
ated by Michael Foot, MP. 


London Legits 
Find Festival 
Boxoftice Dud 
London, June 26. 

Theatrical managements who ex- 
pected a golden Londoy season are 
having to swallow a bitter pill. The 
Festival of Britain has brought no 
new prosperity to the theatre here. 
Large crowds, now packing the 
city, are choosy in their theatrego- 
ing. The accepted hits continue 
to capacity biz but many others 
linger on, often with short runs. 

The first two months of the Fes- 
fival has seen the normal flock of 
closings. Since the first week in 
May - when the junketing began, 
at least 12 shows have shuttered, 
and seven didn’t get to double fig- 
ures in weeks. Two shows lasted 
only a fortnight, a third ran three 
weeks and two others, including 
the Festival production of “Has- 
san,” stayed only a month.,. 

The major disappointment is 
“Hamlet,” which folds. next Satur- 
day’ (30) after six weeks. 

But while the generally de- 
pressed state of West End theatre 
biz remains unaltered, a limited 
number of productions are doing 
standout trade. “Seagulls Over 
Sorrento,” “The Little Hut” and 
“Ring Round the Moon” are long 
runs still holding their own. “Kiss 
Me Kate,” with an American trio, 
and “Gay’s the Word,” British mu- 
sical starring Cicely Courtneidge, 
are also beating the doldrums. 

Newcomers during the Festival 
season are topped by th: two Oli- 
vier productions, “Antony & Cleo- 
patra” and “Caesar & Cleopatra,” 
which have the standee limit night- 
ly. “Waters of the Moon,” at the 
Haymarket, and “Three Sisters” af’ 
the Aldwych are also well in the 
black. Im-the vaude field, the Pal- 
ladium has been sensational in the 
two-month Danny Kaye season 
which ends June 30. . 


Hoyts Eyes Sydney House 


-  §ydney, June 19. 

Hoyts, major film circuit, is re- 
ported making a deal for the take- 
over of the 950-seat Tatler here. It 
is now an indie-owned house. 

House, presently shuttered, has 
had a varied career with pix and 
vaude-revue. Deal consummation 
would give Hoyts an additional 
spot for action films. 


Current London Shows 


(Figures show weeks of run) 











London, June 26.. 

* -“Caesar,” St. Jas, (8) 
“Blue for Bey,” Majesty’s (30 
” Drury (55). 


Rhapsody,” Palacé (92), 
e, Kate,” Coliseum (16). 


Ep ‘puch’s (8). 
. »” Fortune (4), 
“Kiss 
Madn’ss,” Vic Pal (67). 


”’ Casino (16). 
= rric (44), 
“Love 4 ” We ’m (6). 


“Reluctant Heroes, 
“Ring Round Moon,” Globe (65). 
Sorrento,” Apollo oe 


London Film Biz Sags: ‘Corridors’ 
Fine $9500; ‘Ace in Hole’ Big 46, 
Ast Weekend; Riviera’ Loud 106, 2d 





Film Biz Slump Has 
Mex Exhibs Worried 


Mexico City, June 19. 

The film industry, top Mexican 
amusement business, is reflecting 
the jitters of general business 
stemming from the sharp slump in 
sales. Some. believe this comes 
from the prolonged drought and a 
tightening of bank money. 

Some producers and distributors 
are frankly pessimistic. They fore- 
cast “a collapse of the pie business 
within three months” because of 
an expected intensification of pres- 
ent general economic conditions. 
Others fear big drops in many 
prices. 


Aussie Indies 
Sore at Metro 


Melbourne, June 19. 

Counterpart of U. S. divorce- 
ment may be sought in indie ex- 
hibs in this area, with some admit- 
ting it would be aimed mainly at 
Metro because of: company’s ma- 
jor circuit here. Reported the in- 
dies will select a Spokesman to make 





along the lines of* theatre-distrib 
breakup in America. - 

Major peeve at Metro centers 
around company spotting product 
in its own suburban houses direct 
from Metro’s own first-run houses, 


to those indie exhibs operating in 
close-by areas. Exhibs claim by 
the time the product gets to them 
the films are well played out. 
They also allege-that the rental 
asked remains in the higher brack- 
ets, but this a familiar so-called 
grievance. Such exhibs again drag 
out “Annie Get Gun” as a pet ex- 
ampte, since this film went into 
Metro suburban houses after sock 
key dates. The indies say the pic’ 
should have been offered to them. 
Twist to this, however, is the fact 
that many of these indies. refused 
to play .“Annie” because they 
claimed rentals were met high. 


VIEW’ TOPS ‘CHIN’ HIGH 
WITH 2,239 SHOWINGS 


London, June 26. 
Tonight (Tues.) will see a new 
West End longrun record made. 
“Worm’s Eye View” reaches its 
2,239th performance, passing . the 
previous high established by “Chu 
Chin Chow” which ran 2,238 per- 





end of next week, the production is 
being withdrawn from the Come- 
dy Theatre where it has been play- 
ing since it was transferred from 
the Whitehall. 

“Worm’s Eye View,” which was 
presented by H. J. Barlow, a Mid- 
lands industrialist, is currently in 
its sixth year. Although it has 
established a record in number of 
performances, it has ‘had an inter- 


ru run. 
un week’s list of current Lon- 


), | don shows in Varrety puts it in its 
217th week. When it was first, 


ted at the Whitehall, it ran 


change in the theatre lease neces- 
sitated the withdrawal of the show. 
The company, however, was kept 
intact and six weeks later it re- 
opened at the Whitehall where it 
stayed until the latter part of last 
year. During this gap the box- 
office remained open for biz. 


RKO Gets ‘Sat. Island’ 


London, June 26. 
RKO has acquired distribution 
rights of David E. Rose’s Coronado 
production, “Saturday Island.” Pact 
covers the United Kingdom and 
other sections of the western hem- 





1). isphere. 


Linda Darnell has been inked 


(30) as star, and film is being directed | so 
'|by Stuart Heisler, who also did 





+> 


}a case before Parliament shortly | ho 


without first offering the product; 9). 


formances at His Majesty’s. At the Stays 


or more than 18 months, but a; 


London, June 19. 

. West End film theatres are going 
through a lean period. The first 
consistently fine week of summer 
weather drew the crowds away 
from cinemas to the cpen-air Fes- 
tival attractions. 

Strongest draws were the new 
Danny Kay opus, “On Riviera,” 
which is holding strong in its sec- 
ond round at $10,000 after near 
$13,000 in opening week, and Brit- 
ish-made “White Corridors,” which 
gave Leicester Square Theatre one 
of its best weeks of year at around 
$9,500. “Ace in. the Hole” opened 
well at about $4,000 for initial 
weakend at the Plaza. 

British-made musical, “Happy Go 
Lovely,” disappointed with $5,800 
in its first Warner week. “Great 
Caruso”’ finished its fifth and final 
week at the Empire with a strong 
$16,000. . “Tales of Hoffmann” is 
holding up nicely with $4,500 in 
eight stanzas at Carlton. 

Estimates for ‘Last Week 

Academy (Indie) (528; 40-$1.30)— 
“Four in a Jeep” (Indie) and “Hue 
& Cry” (GFD). Helped by good 
notices to fine $2,500. Stays. 

Cariton (Par) (1,128: 65-$1.60)— 
“Tales of Hoffmann” (BL) (8th wk). 
Steady $4.500. Holds at least an- 
other two weeks. 

Empire (M-G) (3.099; (50-$1 60)— 
“Great Caruso” (M-G) and stage- 
show (5th wk). Finished in fine 
style with near $16,000. “Show- 
at” opened later this week. 

Gaumont (CMA) (1,500; 45-$1.60) 
—*“There Is Another Sun” (Indie) 
and “Apache Drums” (GFD) (2d 
wk). Finishing run at modest $3,- 
900. “Climb Highest Mountain” 
(20th) and “Whirlpool” (20th) June 


Leicester Square Theatre (CMA) 
(1,753; 45-$1.60)—“White Corri- 
dors” (GFD). Good press and lines 
gave theatre fine opening week 
with $9,500. Continues. 

London Pavilion (UA) (1,217; 45- 
$1.60)—“Forbidden Past” (RKO) 
and -“Never a Dull Moment” 
(RKO). Average $5,500 looms. 
“Mr. Universe” (Indie) comes in 
on June 29. j 

Odeon, Leicester Square (CMA) 
(2,200; 45-$1.60)—“On Riviera” 
(20th) (2d wk). Finishing at fine 
$10,000 after strong $13,000 open- 
ing round. Stays on. 

Odeon, Marble Arch (CMA). (2,- 
200; 45-$1.60)—“Sirocco” (Col) and 
“Midnight Enisode” (Col) (3d wk). 
Down to moderate $3.300. “‘Laven- 
der Hill Mob” (GFD) follows on 
June 28. 

Plaza (Par) (1,902; 65-$1 .60)— 
“Ace in Hole” (Par). Strong re- 
views gave this one a good start, 
with big $4,000 for opening week. 
Continues. 

Tatler (Indie) (597; 65-80)— 
“Clochemerle” (UA) (9th wk). Re- 
mains steady at around $1,800. 


Warner (WB) (1 135; 45-$1 60)— 


“Happy Go Lovely” (AB-Pathe) (2d ° 


wk). Fair $3,100 in second week- 
end after disappointing $5,800 for 
first round. “Operation Pacific” 
(WB) opens on June 28. 


50 Pix Completed In 
Spain Last Year But 
Only 25 Were Shown 


Madrid, June 19. 

Fifty feature pix were completed 
in Spanish studios last year but 
only 25 of them were released in 
theatres. The others were consid- 
ered so poor that nobody wanted 
to book them. Some of these pix 
took two years to complete and 
were outdated by the time they 
were ready for distribution. 

The rawstock situation will be 
eased here next week when France 
will start to provide considerable 
film to producers. The Spanish gov- 
ernment imports the film direct 
and will distribute it to various 
producers according to the films 
for which official authorization has 
been obtained. ‘ 

Studio owners and old-line pro- 


am Me go for a 
tightening of official regulations 





they will be careful okaying 
pelle i of pix by new 
They point out the whet rendits 
by many of these “one film a year 
from | companies” and 
product dama 


how the weak 
ges the prestige of 





films abroad. 
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Paramoun , dead mike during first half of 70- P Ne ¥. with skillful precision, with o, N. Y. 
ea mnaente Pad minute show, 1 Gilbert & Russell, Lea Wallace, | doing their fancy terping in daz-} Gene Ammons Orch (13), Bob 
with Bob Lido: Juanita Hall, Cy| ,Daisya Dorsay’s reverse strip, Sunnysiders (4). Cook & Brees, | UE GONE Co oa ae Ephriam, | Burton's Birds, Bobbe 
Reeves, Four Evans; “He Ran All inveventag som only to wing Se Joe Termini, Wells & ba Fave, Ree | 1, phe Toten Pranbives wiman and | castor 5 Bruce & Co. (3), 
yg Way” (UA), reviewed il init S n ending ajse is prey. May, ‘Jack Meyand & Jeannette,| ‘wo gals, with an uninspired acro-| “Tyrant of thé Seas” (Col). 
ARIETY June 6, . ent in fast Apache of une &! Don Albert House.Orch; “The Last|batic display on a _ trampoline. 
Ashour as femme gets the last| Outpost’ (Par), reviewed in| Slow, unoriginal and definitely not} Aithough short on marquee pow- 


Current stageshow at the Para- 


mount is par for this house with a 
lineup of good names ca a 
neatly paced production. Juanita 


Hall, the longtime Bloody Mary of 
“South Pacific,” and Carmen 
Cavallaro furnish topflight musi- 
cal: fare with Cy Reeves belting 
across a solid comedy routine. 

Cavallaro, who disbanded his 
orch several months ago, is play- 
ing this house with a new cracker- 
jack crew comprising four reeds, 
five brass, three fiddles. and four 
on rhythm olus the maestro’s 
piano. Cavallaro dishes up flock 
of standards. including one lons- 
hair piece, with brilliantine key- 
board s‘*v'e that pays off commer- 
cially. The bandleader’s pianistics 
are heavily spotliehted against ex- 
cellent hack“round -arrangements. 
Bob Lido, one of the fiddlers, 
handles a coupvle of vocal assign- 
ments eomnetcntly. 

Miss Hall is an unusual song 
stylist who re*isters most effec- 
tive'y on svecial material nm- 
bers. Fer workover of a ballad 
such as “How Deep Is the O*tean” 
is also impressive but her henvy 
vibrato is too pronounced. She 


scores strong'y on a couple of 
blues rrmbers and saves her 
smash “Hapov Talk” and. “Bali 


H’ai.” from “South Pacific,” for a 
beroff encore. 

Reeves is personable young co- 
median with a fast line of gags 
and smooth delivery. His routine 
is a mixture of fresh and familiar 
snappers, which are jabbed over 
in stardard rapid-fire style. Sev- 
eral of his lines are a bit indigo 
but rot offensively so. The b'ue 
stuff is particularly evident in his 
song material. which he handles 
in okav comedic style. 

The Evans femily, opening turn, 
hit nicely with hoofing routine. 
The two elders in troupe suoply a 
nice tovch.rf nostalgia with the 
boy and. girl members flashing 
far-y stenving in a modern tap 
and acro vein. Herm, 


Steel Pier, A. C. 
Atlantic City, June 21. 
Toni Arden, James & Jardine, 
To: Cords, Coco. Steve & Eddy, 
Alan Carney, Freddv Bowers 
Orch; “Bowery Battalion” (Mano). 





Toni Arden, as beauteous a 


sonpstress as has ever graced Mu- 


sic Hall’s stage, gives the vaude 
bill here a considerable lift as it 
swings into second week of sum- 
mer season. Miss Arden, attrac- 
tively, sowned in a blue evening 
job. opens with old fave “Keep 
Smiline” and then into sentimental 
“Too Young.” 

From. pie “Sunny Side of the 
Street” in which she appears with 
Frankie Laine, she offers, in Svan- 
ish. “Come Back to Sorrento” to 
a mitted exit. Begged back, she 
di? “Sf” for top applause. 

The Gords, two boys who 
cleverly take off on instruments 
featured in top bands, rate second 
top spot. They mix their imita- 


_ tions with n‘cely balanced comedy 


and their fast act scores well. 
James & Jardine open show with 
neat tan bit which gets audience 
warmed.up. Alan Carney, a new- 
comer here, emcees show and does 
ricely with characterizations. Coco, 
Steve & Eddie. with tumbling, 
close show handily. — Walk. 


Majestic, Dallas 
Dallas, June 23. 

“Parisian Follies,” with Jeffrey 
Clay, Kothe Barr, Lucienne & 
Ashour, Jean Charlebois, Daisya 
Dorsay, Tanua & Biagi. Gaston 
Palmer, Leila Lampvi & Roaer 
Stefan, Marty Gould’s Pit Orch. 
(16): “No Questions. Asked” 
bi ria | reviewed in VaRIETY June 


First flesh fare on local boards 
in many mo finds a warm spot 
here, with near-capacity houses 
welcoming the French-type revue 
packaged by Lou Walters. Smooth- 
ly routined and handsomely 
garbed, al! acts are crowd pleasers 
and keen the show-hungry patrons 
apvlauding. ' 

Singing emcee Jeffrey Clay 
shares vocal honors with Kathe 
Barr as both move in and out of 
the show. Solos and duets go well. 
especially. his “Too Young” and 
her sock “Over the Rainbow,” but 
with the “Bell Song” from 
“Lakme” canazy is way over payee 
heads. . 

Slick single backdrop of Parisian 
setting showcases Jean Charlebois, 
a big hit as she mouths top imi- 
tations of a trumpet, banjo, a mop- 
pet of five piping “Alice Blue 
Gown” and dropping to tenor 





voicing of “Yours Is My Heart 


Alone.” On show caught, blonde’s 
efforts were nearly lost due to a 





B off a top ballroom rou- 
i eons dra yocks with 
comedy acro. Lei Lampi & 


Roger Stefan offer fancy stepping 
with the 15-girl chorus in a fast 
can-can segment, a 
Biggest crowd-pleaser is Gaston. 
Palmer, juggler with an accent, as 
his throwaway comic lines and 
fumble-fisted “first tries” at tricks 
keeps house howling. 
arty Gould’s pit orch comple- 
ments a smart show loaded with 
lookers. Parade of pulchritude is 
set for four more weeks a 
ark. 


Capitel, Wash. 
Washington,- June 21. 
Jack Carson Show, with Honey 
Bros. (3), Madelyn Russell, The 
Barretts (2), Tommy Wells, Sam 
Jack Kaufman House Orch; “No 
Questions Asked” (M-G). 





Carson fans are in for a pleasant 
surprise with this hour-long pack- 
age headlined by the screen-TV 
comic. The big, bluff clown of the 
kleigs emerges from’ his emcee- 
star stint as a solid footlight per- 
sonality, with a far more versatile 
talent and a surer flair for comedy 
than his screen chores have re- 
vealed. With an unexpected touch 
of modesty, he backgrounds him- 
self for the acts he brings on, and 
yet is constantly part of the show. 

Disappointing factor is the three- 
act lineup Carson has assembled. 
He has been successful however, 
in achieving a revue format, large- 
ly by his own emcee efforts, and 
by a running gag with comic Tom- 


my Wells dashing in and out on/d 


various bits of stage business. 

Tommy Wells does a creditable. 
job supplying the slapstick that 
Carson; except for a session of 
clowning with the Honey Bros., 
avoids. His running gag — an 
across-stage pursuit of chantoosey 
Madelyn Russell—gives Carson a 
springboard for some bluish gags, 
much to delight of payees. Wells, 
a small guy with pantomine-type 
comedy, compliments the all out, 
extroverted funniness of Carson. 
Combo is a happy one which might 
be exploited more than it is in 
current show. 

Honey Bros. are standouts of the 
Carson supporting cast. The acro- 
comics of TV romp through as 
zany a routine as has. been seen 
here in months. They throw every- 
thing iiio the act, all with an acro 
twist. . There’s an abundance of 
roughhouse, highlighted by a Car- 
son stint as bottom man in an acro 
training,gsequence. Carson takes his 
strong-arming from the trio im 
Stride, getting rewarding bellies 
for his efforts. Freres themselves 
bob.in and out of routine, again 
aecenting unit format. 

June & Bobby Barrett are attrac- 
tive, bouncy rs who perform 
brightly but along conventional 
lines. The youngsters do best with 
a soft shoe number, but need some- 
thing off the beaten path to add 
interest and zest. 

Madelyn Russell impresses as 
weak link but shows possibility of 
being built. Despite a sultry style 
which has an element of appeal, 
gal just doesn’t have the pipes 
to handle a tune in a house as 
large as this one. Gallery reaction 
at show caught was mild through- 
out, thwarting Carson’s efforts to 
drum up enthusiasm. 

Carson does a deft job of ming- 
ling some baritoning with his com- 
edy. Trading mildly on his ‘screen 
feud with Dennis Morgan, he sings 
a “Two Guys from Texas.” High- 
light of show is his “Melancholy 
Baby,” on which he builds a-rib- 
tickling love scene with) Miss 
Russell. This is a well thought out 
business; with Honey Bros. garbed 
as a barbershop trio in the back- 
ground, and with Carson doing 
takeoffs’ of Gable, Lorre and 
Ronald Colman while trying to 
make time with the gal. Comic 
has the knack of including the 
house in the fun, and galleries 


ee 

indup, a hillbilly version of 
boogie woogie by entire cast, 
rounds out a show that is essen- 
tially Carson’s. His. success bodes 
well for the TV-vaude career he 
seems to have mapped out for him- 
self. Lowe. 





Meissner’s New Spot 
Indianapolis, June 26. 
Alan Meissner, formerly asso- 
ciated with Music Corp. of America 
and Civic Concerts Service, Inc., 


has been named manager of In-/{ 


dianapolis Symphony Orchestra. 

He succeeds Eoward Harrington, 
who resigned recently to become 
manager of the reorganized De- 
troit Symphony. 


(Par), 
Variety April 11, °51. 


A plenitude of sound, standard 
stuff, complemented by neat nov- 
elties and a couple of slick sockos, 
gives current lace bill a hi 
score. A. 10-acter, it’s one of the 
best layouts the house has’ exhib- 
ited in recent weeks. « 

Topping in next-to closing spot 
is musicomedy specialist Marty 
May, smart-styled wit bearing a 
closetful of mock trickery and wide 
repertoire . of — characterization. 
He’s boffo on jerky tenor and bari- 
tone takeoffs but his nance and 
coloratura mammary gland bits are 
a tossup, Offkey fiddle emoting 
sends him away yock-happy. 

Rex Weber, seventh, a high- 
drawer @lick with illusion vocals, 
is surefire on mixed-voice “Old 
Black Joe” in limey  highfalutin’ 
paraphrasing of lyrics. Uses gal 
Lee Leonard (announced as his 
wife) as prop for Voice toss with 
giveaway at chirp finale bringing 
a loud mitt. Winds with his trade- 
mark “Brother, Can You Spare a 
Dime” for resounding exit. 

Joe Termini, fifth, is always ultra 
on trick citgutting and doesn’t dis- 
appoint here. Longtime standard 
wallops ewith fiddle panto operat- 
ing between falsetto and schmaltz, 
sparked by facialistics and _pizzi- 
eato conceits. Trick instruments 
are standout. 

Edwards & Diane, eighth, show 
unusual, light-touched ballroom- 
ology setting off sweeping lifts and 
whirls amid perfect cutting by Don 
Albert orch. Top is a shoulder re- 
volve, seguing to nifty rhumba and 
waltz with shoulder-and-arm rotary 
finish that earns plaudits for a 
thoroughly graceful and attractive 
uo. 

Openers Gilbert & Russell, boy- 
girl, take an_ unusual three bows 
with tap and clog, Latino stuff, 
acroterps with neat pivots, and 
corking stint by male on small cir- 
cular platform that’s plenty fast. 

Deucing Lea Wallace is a novel 
stringless puppeteer with nice 
change of pace on dolls, which are 
manipulated behind a framework 
shrouded by femme’s overhead 
apron. One routine, “Alice Blue 
Gown,” shifting to sophisticated bit 
with gradual costume transforma- 
tion, is especially clever. 

Sunnysiders (3 males, 1 femme), 
on third, run the harmony gamut, 
topping with barbershop quartet 
stylings and “Dixieland Band” 
satirical fastie, with their own con- 
coca spelling Don Albert in the 


pit. 

Wells & Four Fays, spotted sev- 
enth with standard acro turn (male, 
4 gals), score on rapid-fire tum- 
bling and razzle-dazzle somersault- 


ng. 

Cook & Brown, fourth, is an- 
other good vaude fixture, with the 
little fellow befuddling the straight 
on tap, acro-dance and eccentric 
fod Shorty’s splits and 
mugeing feature the stint. Closer, 
Jack Mayand & Jeannette (latter a 
shapely aide on props), utilize first 
a ne unicycle, — = = 
ous type as perches for juggling 
hoops, rubber spheroids, tennis 
racquets (one of them giant size) 
and deployment of objects via 
mou Hoop assortment fi- 
nale, with every appendage re- 
cruited by Mayand, is a nifty. 

The Don Albert crew does first 
rate backing. 





Empire, London 
Logdon, June 19. 
E inne Gre (aa) E - Batter 
mpire (24), Empire e 
(20), Crotat Ensemble ({12), 
e Franklyns, Morton Fraser 
armonica Gang (8), George 
aa Orch; “Showboat” 


New edition of “Rhythm Caval- 
cade,” which brings back nostalgic 
memories of the Twenties, is. in 
every way complementary to the 
current film attraction. Produc- 







tionwise it rates as one of the best 
entertainments yet at this 
theatre, although imported 
acts don’t measure. to recog- 


‘Opening item which’ captures 
the era of the blues begins with a 
snappy excerr‘ of “Basin Street 
Blues” as background for an op- 
propriate New Orleans _ setting. 
Continuing the theme, the Mela- 
chrino Orch reprises the old hits, 
including “Yes, We Have No 
Banamas,” “That Certain Party” 
and “What’l! I Do,” with the on- 
Stage choristers providing. vocal 
effects. 

Hit of the show, as always, are 
the Empire dancing girls, who 
nowadays get an ovation as soon 
as they come on, and inevitably 
wind vowerfu"y. Ancther -new 





Edward Noll. routine is executed 


‘| been 


up ta West End rating, it’s sparked 
only by an impressive double som- 
ersault. Second act, the Morton 
Fraser Harmonica octet, including 
a dwarf,. modeled on the Mine- 
vitch Rascals. It suffers by com- 
parison, but the midget’s clowning 
raises plenty of laughs. 

The current ballet item is 
danced to Artie Shaw’s “Con- 
certo.” Warmth and excitement of 
the music is matched by the 
company, although choreography 
needs a little more restraint. 

Highspot is the finale, with the 
company doing a lively Charleston 
number which sparkled with move- 
ment and vitality, winding the 
show to a boff ovation. Myro. 


RKO, Boston 
Boston, June 24. 


Josephine Baker (5), Leo De 
Lyon, Mayo Bros. (2), Dave Lester 
io. (15); “Hollywood Story” 
(U). 


Josephine: Baker, whose recent 
stanza at Latin Quarter drew sock 
biz, is the current lure at the Bos- 
ton, which has relit its stage for 
this engagement. Using essentially 
the same material seen at the LQ, 
i.e., vocalizing in foreign lingos, 
dancing with shoulders shaking 
and hips swinging, interwoven 
with chftchat and topped off with 
fabulous wardrobe, she clicks with 
the less sophisticated audiences as 
well. All of which add up to the 
fact she’s a solid showman, a. point 
hypoed by calling a dozen young- 
sters onstage and holding an im- 
promptu dance contest, rewarding 
winnefs with candy bars. Her 
musical backgrounding is neatly 
handled by her rsonal pianist 
and director, Fred Stamer, whose 
four sidemen augment Dave Les- 
ter’s LQ band, brought in for this 
engagement. 

Leo De Lyon, who emcees and 
has his own spot to fill the lulls 
while La Baker changes costumes, 
is a solid zany, with ridic chatter 
and antics grabbing plenty howls. 
He clowns around, apes various 
pop singers, plays piano, sings in 
a voice almost as high-pitched as 
Yma:Sumac’s and hums one song 
while simultaneously whistling an- 
other. Scores strongly. 

Bill opens with Mayo Bros., a 
couple of slick tapsters perform- 
ing on a smali platform with some 
nifty routines. Also essay a bit of 
comedy during terp bit which re- 
sults in an okay sesh. Biz — 

1e. 


Olympia, Miami 
‘ Miami, June 23. 
Connee Boswell, Larry Daniels, 
Ladd Lyon, Consolo & Melba, Rich 
& Gibson, Les Rhode House Orch; 
‘aoe A Communist For The FBI” 


\ 

Always a fave at this house, Con- 
nee Boswell wraps up again via 
artful blend of tunes which high- 
light her longtime clicks plus ver- 
sions of the better newies. Her 
ease and grace win them from first 
medley, and it’s a continuous build 
to a beg off. 

Larry Daniels emcees smoothly; 
and in own spot garners himself a 
good session of laughs via patter, 
impreshes, plussed by a howler on 
a first-time plane tripper. 

Ladd Lyon wins them with his 
acrobalancing lined with comedics. 
Biz on the tables and _ chairs 
arouses the mitts. Marimba work 
of Rich & Gibson sets a good pace 
for the lineup. Bit which 
‘luminous puppets are attached to 
the hammers makes for effective 
and different twist. 

Consuelo & Melba offer stand- 
ard lifts and spins, ‘achieved 
smoothly to spark alms 





bles effect to “I’m Forever Blow- 
ing Bubbles,” earns solid ~ ee 
Les Rhode and house orch y on 
showback. i 





‘Al Morgan Dates 
Chicago, June 26. 

Al Morgan, pianist-singer, has 
inked by General Artists 
Corp. for five engagements after 
he concludes his Oriental Theatre 
date here this week. Morgan tees 
off June 29 at the Casablanca, 
Canton, O., for three days, then 
romps to Skyway, Cleveland, July 
5 for one week. . 

Morgan will play Bolero, Wild- 
wood, N. J. for week beginning 
July 14, then does two one-nighters 


July 21 in Carrollton and Elwood, 
Pa. Singer winds Aug. 6 with date 
at Elmwood, Windsor, Can. Current 
stand at the Oriental is grossing 
Morgan $4,200, 





the p : 
number, done with bub-| tti 


with the Shep Fields orch starting: 





er, current sesh at this Harlem 
flagship generates enough excite. 
ment to please. the stubholders, 
Sparked by headliner Larry Dar- 
nell the 75-minute layout moves 
along at a clicko pace. 

Gene Ammons orch sets the 
mood in the epening number with 

a solid rendition of “Heads Up.” 
Comprised of three rhythm, five 
reed and five brass, the orch is 
well integrated and knows how to 
sock across a fast number with ex- 
pert showmanship values. Bob 
Ephriam follows with his marathon 
tapping routine. Lad keeps his 
feet moving for more than five 
minutes in a fast paced opening 
number that nets good results, 
Burton’s Birds, novelty act (he’s 
ofay), charms the house with amaz- 
ing feats. Burton has the birds 
riding merrygorounds, turnin 
somersaults, lifting weights an 
pulling carts. Act would do bet- 
ter spotted in intimeries, but Bur- 
ton’s deft handling of the birds in- 
terspersed with sharp patter get 
good mitting in this large house. 

Songstress Bobbe Caston, in the 
trey, delivers a flock of tunes in 
okay style. Best of the lot is “I 
Cried for You,” sung in a mood 
that projects immediately. Spider 
Bruce & Co, handle the comedics 
that win the audience despite vint- 
age material. 

Ammons reduces his band to a 
combo comprised of two reed, two 
brass and three rhythm in a jive 
session that literally rocks the 
house. The maestro comes in for 
a number of tenor sax licks that 
display solid. styling. The combo 
socks across such tunes as “Jug” 
and “More Blues Up .and Down” 
for good results. The Three Lads 
(New Acts), an ofay acro turn, 
score in next-to-closing niche. 

Larry Darnell, a fave in this 
area, wins the house easily with his 
unusual song interpretations. Such 
numbers as “I’ll Get Along Some- 
how,” “Say Goodbye” and “Don’t 
Go” are delivered with maximum 
effect and draw plenty of femme 
wolf calls from the house. Windup 
brings back Bobbe Caston for a 
duet with Darnell.of “For You My 
Love.” 

Ammons’ 
nicely. 


crew cuts the show 


Casino, Torente 
Toronto, June 22. 

Rudy Vallee, Milton Douglas & 
Priscilla, Tanya, Laurette & 
Clymas, Walton & Siemon, Jimmy 
Cameron, Archie Stone House 
oi “Al Jennings of Oklahoma” 
(Col). 


Still looking like just a few years 
out of college and most likely to 
succeed, Rudy Vallee remains a top 
showman on intimate delivery and 
with just the proper and practiced 
touch of nostalgia. He is packing 
in the young matron crowd, plus 
their teenage daughters on the 
motherly plugs that the Vallee 
popularity of the 20-30’s has 
dom since beén topped. 

In the familiar \acenoidal and 
shrewdly listless style, Vallee gives 
out with “Vagabond Lover,” “Your 
Time Is My Time,” “Kitty from 
Kansas City.” Intersperses these 
with some re nces, borrow: 
ing a sax from the pit for some 
terrific slap tongue flutters in 
“Stumbling,” and later presents a 
hot clarinet medley, notably with 
“Tiger Rag” for a finish in which 
he holds those top sustaining notes. 

« Walt6n & Siemon open to nice 
returns for their acro hem, 
notable for neat precision the 
eee ies popes ae 

suglas also is over on patter, 
but the b y would succeed 
more if he didn’t drop his voice 
on some of the punch . Some 
of his jokes are of the Joe Miller 
ed-and-true vintage and 
clinical lecture is somewhat remi- 
niscent of the Doc Rockwell rou- 
tine—but Douglas should stop 
walking away from that mike. 

Tanya, a stunning brunet in 2 
salmon strapless gown, follows 
with some nifty violinistics, com- 
rags with swift finger-plucking, 

ut mars the act with her evident 
delight in her own efforts when 
she should leave it to the cus- 
tomers to make up their own 
minds; and she spoils her really 
good “Hot Canary” finish by first 
announcing that “the song has ap- 
parently reached over into Canada; 
phe thought you’d heard it uP 
ere.” 
. Laurette &. Clymas, always 4 
popular standard act here, scored 
on their Latin-American dance 
travesty, a Gay Nineties potpurri, 
and a wham “Merry Widow Waltz 
Seats, Jimmie cn gator~ we 
ullding up a ng persona x 
lowing as singing m.c., competent 





sel- 





ly spliced the bill with his man- 
nerly unobtrusiveness. McStay. 
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departure. Production chief Dore 
Schary is due in New York next 
week for talks with Schencl., fol- 
lowing which a statement will be 


issued. 

Despite a host of rumors, Mayer 
has no definite plans whatsoever 
at the moment. A very long shot 
is the possibility that Lurie proves 
successful in buying out Howard 
YJughes’ control of the RKO studio, 
in which case case Mayer would 
head production there. The only 
likelihood otherwise—and what is 
seen almost certain as his course— 
is for him to turn indie producer 
in the manner of a Samuel 
Goldwyn. 

One thing certain is that he will 
continue active in production de- 
spite his 66 years and the long 
career that started with operation 
of a tiny theatre in Haverhill, 
Mass., almost 45 years ago. 

Announcement by Schenck from 
Loew’s headauarters in New York 
Monday of Mayer's exit caught the 
vet studio topper comnletely by 
surprise. It had not been exnected 
for several more days, at which 
time a simultaneous statement was 
to have been issued by Schenck in 
New York and Mayer in Holly- 
wood. Precipitating Schenck’s 
early announcement is believed to 
have been Mayer’s remarks last 
week concerning his own plans to 
make films for “good Americans,” 
which Schenck and most of Holly- 
wood quickly interpreted as a slur 
at Metro product. 

Lurie, millionaire Sen Francisco 
realty operator, financier and the- 
atreman, hes lone been close to 
Maver. He publicly disclosed 
while nesctiating with the Warner 
freres for their ho'dines in Warner 
Bros. two months ago that Mayer 
would head production for the com- 
pany if he acquired control. 


Lurie’s Switch to RXO 


With the collanse of that deal, 
Lurie turned to RKO, He has made 
an offer to Hushes of the market 
price (about $3.50 per share) for 
Hughes 24% interest (929.020 
shares) in each the R™O picture 
company and theatre co™pany. 
That’s a combined price of $7, with 
Hughes said to be hotd'ine out for 
a profit on the $9 combined price 
he vaid three yeors ao. 

The multi-millionaire Texas oil 
tool king and plane manufacturer 
has denied that he wi'l sell his 
interest in the studio. He is wnder 
court compulsion to part with his 
holdings in the theatre combany, 
in accordance’ with the entitrust 
divorcement decree which has sep- 
arated RKO theatre and studio op- 
erations since Jan. 1. 

Lurie is known, however, to be 
persisting in efforts to acquire 
Hughes’ combined holdings, and 
some sort of sub rosa tatks—not 
between the princin»!s:—are known 
to be. going’ on. “If he can’t get 
the studio and circuit, Lurie would 
buy the chain atone. 

Departure of Mayer from the 
Metro lot is the culmination of 
hard feelings that beven with the 
appointment three vears ago of 
Dore Schary’ as vroduct‘on chief. 
That resulted from eccnviction by 
Schenck and the board of Loew’s, 
Metro’s parent comvanv. that pro- 
duction in more yonth*ul hands 
(Schary is 43) mieht give more 
vigor to the uct. 

With Schary “vroduct'on chief’ 
and Mayer “studio hes¢.” it was 
unclear from the stort -exactly 
what the demarcetion 2s between 
them on duties end ~ar*>ority. 
Originally, the idea wes th>t Mayer 
would supervise overall vroduction 
policy, while Schary wovu'd han- 
die the day-to-day m-*in~ o* films. 

It soon, e aenmcrent. that 
this wouldn’t work and th=t Maver, 
who had for more t*°n two dec- 
ades reigned as ton men in all 
Hollywood, resented the vowers 
handed the much-yorn7er Schary. 
There were numero's con**bs be- 
tween Mayer and “-h-~-k, with 
each one being fo'lo-v-7 hv some 
soothing public c'-r'*-stion of 
Mayer's status, brt with S-hary 
being - unflinchinely }ecked by 
Schenck and gainine ~~--ndancy. 

ry’s Grov'r- “ower 

Thus, what at*u-llvy hed been 
the case from the «tert, and which 
insiders suspected. “--‘uelly be- 
came apparent to the mot casual 
industryite. That w-s thet Schary 
was top dog at the st-dio. As this 
became more and more evident, 
Mayer’s bitterness 2t Schenck, his 
longtime associate, apparently 


grew. 
Situation hy the h- “inning of 


Mayer Huddling 


Continued from pase 3 





ae 


Lurie 


that to’ both sides Mayer’s depart- 
ure just became a natural. Under 
terms of his contract, either he 
or the company could serve notice 
of termination -by June 30 of this 
year. This becomes effective Aug. 
31. Without the notice, the pact 
would have been automatically re- 
newed for two years. . 

Depth of feeling involved in 
Mayer's departure was evident in 
the chill of the statements issued 
by both parties Monday. For asso- 
ciates of 27 years’ standing, the 
announcements had barely a touch 
of the flowery mutual kudoes that 
usually go with such things. 

Loew’s statement didn’t even say 
that Mayer had “resigned.” It 
started out: “By mutual agree- 
ment Louis B. Mayer will no longer 
be connected with the Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer Studios.” 

That was followed by this quote 
from Schenck: “Mr. Mayer has, 
since 1924, been the head of studio 
operations at Metro-Goldwyn-May- 
er, the production branch of 
Loew’s, Inc. During that period 
many of the great motion pictures 
which helped set the pattern for 
the entire world were produced 
at our studios. Mr. Mayer has given 
our industry leadership and in- 
spiration, and now in parting, his 
associates at Loew’s wish him suc- 
cess and happiness in his future 
activities.” 

Mayer issued the following state- 
ment on the Coast: 

“It has been my honor to have 
served as head of M-G-M studio ac- 
tivities since the birth of the com- 
pany in 1924. I have great pride in 
its accomplishments and am grate- 
ful to the fine men and women of 
the organization who have estab- 
lished the studio in the high posi- 
tion it has always held. Naturally 
I regret severing ties and relation- 
ships that have been built up over 
many years, but I leave with my 
very best wishes to the organiza- 
tion and to those connected with it 
and for its future prosperity and 
success.” 

Mayer was for many years Holly- 
wood’s top-paid exec and, in fact, 


one of the highest earners in the’ 


U. S. He received $500,000 a year, 
which was maximum allowable 
under a contract which called for 
$3,000 weekly salary plus 6.77% 
of the combined annual net profits 
of the campany. With biz down 
in 1949, a revision of the pact was 
agreed on which reduced the 
limitation on Mayer's overall salary 
and percentage from $500,000 an- 
nually to $300,000. ‘ 

He will continué to have a tre- 
mendous stake in Metro by virtue 
of another contract provision under 
which, at termination of the pact, 
he will begin to receive 10% of 
the net distribution profits of all 
pix produced from April 7, 1924, 
to the date of termination (includ- 
ing films more than half com- 
pleted on the latter date). Re- 
ceipts from reissue are considered 
the same as returns from the 
original release. He will also get 
10% of the value of any stories 
of such pix which may be reused 
or sold after termination of his 
employment. 


W-K Offers Presidency - 
To Mayer, Equal % Deal 


Hollywood, June 26. 
Proposition whereby, he would 


assume the presidency of Wald-|- 


Krasna has been offered Louis B. 


the purpose of giving him a run- 
ning start on. his plans to go into 
a ene upon exiting 
attorney, M Sfiverberg, said 
it’s highly ble he would 
accept the W-K offer. - 


and prexy, owning 10%. ¥ 
which wholly finances W-K, doesn’t 
own afiy stock but gets 50% of 
unit’s profits, 

If Mayer. accepts, Jerry Wald 
and Norman Krasna will revise 
their holdings, each giving 


15% 
so that Mayer,. Wald po Pit 
would then have 30% each. 


Mayer Sells 1,500 E 
Of Loew’s Common 


Louis B. Mayer sold 1,500 shares 
of his common stock in Loew’s, 
Inc., last month, the N. Y. Stock 
Exchange disclosed this week. 





This ~educed his holdings to 10,- | and 





this year had become so untenable ' 400 sh 


ares, 
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DAYLIGHT SAVING AIDS 
COAST OZONER BIZ 


of daylight time operation, but the. 
majority have either held their own 
or climbed. 

Concession sales have accounted 
for a good part of the increased 
income, with operators noting many 
families arri early to get fa- 
vorable car position and then 
stocking up at the counters. Pa- 
cific Drive-In Circuit, whigh oper- 
ates 16 outdoor theatres, reported- 
ly has hoosted concession sales 
50%, and the “fast time” has made 
pre-show concession sales top the 
intermission sales peak for the 
first time. 





Picket Norwalk Ozoner Preem 
Norwalk, Conn. 
New Lockwood Drive-In opened 
here with IATSE local ckets 
patrolling this new Gordon & 
Rosen’s operation. Union demand 
for two projectionists was not met. 
Ozoner outbid South Norwalk Em- 
press to get first-run on “Follow 
Sun” for preem, followed by “On 
the Riviera” and “Rawhide.” 


Tors in N.Y. to Talk 


‘Tibet’ Release Deal 


Ivan Tors, partner with Laszlo 
Benedek and Andrew Marton in 
Summit Productions, arrived in 
New York from the Coast Mon- 
day (25) to talk with distribs on a 
release deal for the unit’s initial 
pic. It is “Storm Over Tibet,” 
which they made from footage 
shot in Tibet about 15 years ago, 
plus about 50% new footage re- 
cently shot in Hollywood. 

Tors will also lay out locations 
for Summit’s next pic, “I Was a 
Stranger,” which is localed on*New 
York’s 42d St. Tors, who wrote 





the screenplay, recently got back 
the’ option on it held by Kirk 
Douglas, who had planned to pro- 
duce it himself. ' 





Par’s Telemeter 


te continued from page 5 = 


views since that time by Albert E. 
Sindlinger for Par of the 300 
families participating in the exper- 
iment have still further hypoed the 
comeene interest in pay-as-you-go 
ele. és 

Sindlinger is still analyzing his 
results, but it is understood they 
show that the families were well- 
satisfied with the $1l-per-film they 
were charged by Zenith, owner of 
the Phonevision system. Addition- 
al families which prior to the test 
had indicated they-were not inter- 
ested told Sindlinger that they are 
now sorty they didn’t participate. 


case, has been 


ness and doesn’t want to get into 
subscription tele at all. It feels 
it will be years before it can afie- 








reduced the staffs to skeleton pro- 
portions, 

Bowing out of the publicity de- 
partment were Milton Silver, ex- 
ecutive assistant to ad-publicity 
chief Steve Edwards; Jack McCabe 
and Al Slepp. In the art depart- 
ment, Irving Kerr and Jack Harris 
were dropped. Roberta Daniel, 
who worked on pressbooks, was 
shifted to the foreign department, 
Frances Hyland, ad 





writer, replaced her, 


probably 


portant faetor, thus the firm also 
cases as they develop. 


of a few years ago. 


example to our youth.” 


countries- “Imperium” 


is going out 
is being released first. 


amount of $25,000,000. 


atres and 2,475,177 seats; United 
Kingdom, 4,583 theatres with 4,- 
160,000 seats, -— Spain, with 
3,950 theatres and 2,000,000 seats. 

Hollywood makes its biggest dent 
in Europe in Eire, where Yank 
films have 85% of the playing 
time, and on the Mediterranean 
island of Malta, where it’s 80%. 
Aside from the Iron Curtain coun- 
tries, Hollywood makes its worst 
showing in Spain, Yugoslavia and 
the Allied zone of Germany, where 
nevertheless it’s a fat 40%. 

20% Latin-American Hike 

Latin America has 9,243 the- 
atres, a 20% increase since the be- 
ginning of 1949. Leading coun- 
tries are Argentina, with 2,190 the- 
atres having 957,209 seats; Mexico, 
with 2,021 theatres having 1,477- 
077 seats; and Brazil, whose 1,736 


In several of the other counties, 
American pictures take 90% of the 
playing time. 


and Is- 


try has 60,000 film theatre seats, 
a gain of 5,000 in two years. 

Of the countries rting on 
screen time, U. S. di oe 
Pakistan and Afghanistan, wi 
only 15% of the screen time. At 
jthe other extreme, 90% of the 





the 800 pix made on the lot since Mayer took over production. 
contract gives him a 10% cut, thus his share is figured at $2,500,000. 


World Theatres on Upswing 


Contnueid from page 7 


Remaining 
Hol-|is the Atlantic 


In the Far and Middle East and | ™ 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 

Branch Rickey, general manager of Pittsburgh Pirates, who was 
responsible for inducing Metro to use name of his club for the team 
in that studio’s baseball picture with Paul Dot 
was plenty upset upon learning that the studio 


“Angels In the Outfield,” its original title, instead of “angels and 
Pirates.” Latter tag had been used practically beginning 


Douglas and Janet Leigh, 
will release as 
the 

from and 


got many mentions in Pittsburgh dailies when troupe spent 
three weeks in Pitt this spring doing location stuff in and around city 
and at Forbes Field, where the Pirates play their home National League 
games. Club in the script remains Pirates, however, since that couldn’t 
be changed on account of uniforms, etc., that were used in early shoot- 
ing. Some people seem to feel that the team’s sorry showing in the 
current National League race—Pirates are in last place, about 14 games 
off the pace—may have something to do with Metro's decision. 





O’Brien, Driscoll & Raftery will continue to represent United Artists 
in some legal matters despite the fact two of the new UA toppers are 
among the partners in a rival law firm. Prexy Arthur B. Krim and his 
associate, Robert Benjamin, are teamed with Louis Phillips and Louis 
Nizer at the helm of Phillips, Nizer, Benjamin & Krim. Phillips also is 
assistant general counsel of Paramount. ~ 

O’Brien, Driscoll & Raftery probably will handle legalistics at UA 
which originated before Krim took over. 
year familiarity with the distribution pperation was cited as an im- 


Additionally, OD&R’s 3l- 


figures to work on some new UA 





Beef over screen actors who get a “publicity buildup” after being 
arrested for smoking marijuana was registered last week in New York 
by Spruille Braden, chairman of the N. Y. ti-Crime Committee. In 
speaking to Chief Justice Irving Ben Coope 
Sessions, Braden made specific reference to the Robert Mitchum case 


of the Court of Special 


Braden pointed out that after Mitchum was jailed for participation 
in a reefer-smoking party in Hollywood, the actor was built up as a 
“hero,” which, he said, was “discouraging to the citizenry and a bad 





Metro is continuing with revisions of its original plans for “Mr. 
Imperium,” first of two Ezio Pinza starrers. Company has reversed its 
booking sked so that “Strictly Dishonorable,” which was the second 
lensed with Pinza, will be the first to swing into distribution. In Eng- 
land, Australia and New Zealand, there’s been a title change. In those 


as “You Belong’ to My Heart,” and 





Typographical error resulted in last week’s report that Louis B. 
Mayer would have a potential stake in Metro pix in the estimated 
Actually that’s the estimated total value of 


His 





screen time in Thailand and 85% 
in Indonesia went to the U. S. 

Huge Africa had only 1,301 thee 
atres at the beginning of the year, 
and their seat total was. 890,058. 
The U. S. had 63% of the screen 
time on the continent. 


Most African theatres are in the 
Union of South Africa, which has - 
413, with a seating capacity of 
250,000. It was a slight decline in 
number of theatres and small gain 
in number of theatre seats. Egypt 
was second with 250 theatres and 
210,000 seats; while Algeria’s 225. 
theatres and 200,000 seats put it 
third. No other African country 
0 gm hp Han Fag ena 
Dp rom a 
‘of 90% in Angola, Eritrea and 
Ethiopia, to 10% in Somalia. ty 

t of the world 
Islands, with 152 
theatres ha 


ving 69,503 seats. The 
U. S. has 73% of the playing time. 
Only sizable group of theatres is 
the 102, with 44,574 seats, in the 
Cananary Islands, Bae : 





stock may have encouraged go 


os Sey Ss See 





during the past two years despite 
tremendous inflationary trends. 
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berg-Rossen Testimony | 


== Continued from page 2 


has a record of obvious support 
of Communist-front groups should 
receive the benefits of the high 
salaries paid by the quarters and 
half-dollars of the American pub- 
lic, many of whom are called to 
fight against the very forces of 
Communism you have identified 
yourself with?” 

Bromberg repiled, “In the realm 
of the theatre, and art in general, 
the public has the right to deter- 
mine whom they want to see. They 
have a good way of doing this 
through the boxoffice,” was the 
retort. 

“But,”, persisted the legislator, 
“the public has the right te know 
the facts.” : 

At another point chairman Wood 
angrily refuted the witness’ cLarges 
that the committee’s irvestigation 
has been “one-sided” and had 
glossed over such extreme right 
wingers as Gerald L. K. Smith. 

“The committee has exposed 
such Fascist and Nazi~ groups as 
the Silver Shirts,” the mild-man- 
nered Georgian stated, “and they 
have wilted and died, just.as we 
hope hate organizations’ about 
which you refuse to answer will 
also die as a result of our efforts.” 

The heated climax to Bromberg’s 
stint was preceded by a routine re- 
cital of his professional career as 
an “actor in theatre and films” and 
as a teacher of acting. He named, 
of his own will, such roles of his 
as those in “Cherry Orchard,” 
“Three Sisters” and “Both Your 
Houses.” Prompted by committee 
counsel Frank S. Tavenner on his 
role in the Group Theatre’s pro- 
duction of “Dmitrieff,” he invoked 
his constitutional privileges, stating 
the “auspices under which the play 
was done could conceivably in- 
criminate me.” _ 

He admitted having played in the 
Group Theatre’s productions of 
“Quiet City” and “Awake and 
Sing,” but declined to answer 
further questions on his member- 
ship in the legit group, adding, 
“It is one of the finest theatre 
organizations in the world, but I 
find it unfortunate that 1 must 
decline to answer.” 

On his Hollywood career, the 
actor was more vague, stating he 
could not remember the names of 
most of the films in which he had 
played because they “were so 
meaningless in quality.” He stated 
that in the last two years he had 
earned his living largely by teach- 
ing on his own, and for the Ameri- 
can Theatre Wing. 


Centers on Garfield 


Following the’ pattern of recent 
sessions, part of the 


unist,| by Roberts Productions to direct 


gasping 
perspiring in the On 
room. At one point, when 
chairman suggested a recess 
help the witness, his a 
tin Popper, bitterly ' 
committee should have thought of 
this before my client was sub- 
poenaed.” 

Chairman Wood took exception 
to this implied charge of callous- 
ness, pointing out that the com- 
mittee had waived one subpoena 

medical 


in the Ann Arbor revival of ‘Royal 
Family.’” 
Is 


Ressen Denies He 


Now a Communist 

Robert Ressen told the House 
Un-Ameriean Activities Committee 
yesterday. (Mon.) that he is not a 
member of the Communist Party 
and opposes Communist philosophy 
—but he claimed constitutional im- 
munity when asked if he had ever 


, Mar-. 


been a member of the party. The 
witness insisted that he was trying 
to cooperate with the committee, 
which asserted that he was refusing 
to cooperate by not giving any in- 
formation about his own alleged 
Commie background and that of 
others in Hollywood, 

Rossen was on the witness stand 
all day and, during the greater 
part of that time, he refused 
to answer questions, claiming the 
protection of the Fifth Amendment 
on the ground that replies. would 
tend to incriminate and degrade 
him. Rossen had no hesitancy in 
slamming Soviet Russia and the 
American Communis. Party, which 
he declared was a menace to the 
nation. However, any time he was 
asked to tell about his alleged Red 
background he was mum. He turned 
aside scores of questions dealing 
with his alleged connections with 
“front” groups. 

Seated beside him was~his at- 
torney, Sidney Cohen, of New 
York. The witness conferred with 
his lawyer before answering ques- 
tions far more than any other Hol- 
lywooder who has testified at the 
hearings. At times there were 
pauses of two to three minutes 
while the two whispered together 
after a question was asked. 

Actor J. Edward Bromberg, also 
subpoenaed to testify yesterday, 
was on hand with his attorney, 
Martin Popper, of New York, whu 
has appeared with several of the 
Fifth Amendment witnesses. 

Although inside talk was that 
actress Uta Hagen would appear 
as a “mystery” witness, she was 
not present. One lezding member 
of the committee .said it was finally 
decided at the last minute that 
she should not be called at this 


me. 
Rossen Tells of Start 
As H’wood Film Writer 


Rossen commencea in ysoutine 
fashion by explaining that he at- 
tended the New York public 
schools ard then New York U. He 
said he was born in N. Y. in 1908. 
After working in the theatre there 
for five years he went to Holiywood 
in 1936 as a screen , under 
contract to Mervyn LeRoy’s unit at 
Warner Bros. Rossen,said LeRoy 
had invested in Rossen’s play, “The 
Body. Beautiful,” which had a very 
short career on Broadway. 

The witness said he remained 
with Warners until 1944, when he 
left and returned to N. Y. for a 
year. Then he went back to Holly- 

as freelance screenwriter, 


or early in 1946, I was engaged 


variety of questions. 
Rossen continued amica 


any way with that production?”. 
asked Tavenner. 

Rossen went into the first of the 
many huddles with his attorne, 
and then replied, “No, he wasn’t.” 
Asked whether he had worked with 
Alvah Bessie and Gordon Kahn on 
a picture story called “Prelude to 
Night,” Rossen declined to reply 
on grounds of self-incrimination. 

“Were you acquainted with Al- 
vah Bessie or Gordon Kahn?” the 
witness declined to answer under 





the Fifth Amendment. 


Wednesday, June 27, 1951 





Worker for June 15, 1948, which 
contained an article by Joe North 
suggesting that a roll of honor of 
arts be established and that it 
ine the name of Robert Rossen 
for his picture, “Body and Soul.” 
Rossen declined to say whether he 
was acquainted with North, a Daily 
Worker editor. 

Rossen said that after complet- 
ing “Brave Bulls,” he took his fam- 
ily to Mexico to live and that he 
intended to make future pictures 
there because production costs are 
lower. He said that his office in 
Hollywood forwarded a letter from 
Rep. John S. Wood, committee 
chairman, asking when he would be 
back to testify. He said he wrote 
Wood that when he came back to 
the States he would notify Wood. 


Then came the $64 question. Tav- 
enner asked, “Are you now a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party?” 


“I want to emphatically state 
that I am not a member,” was the 
reply. “I am not in sympathy with 
the aims of the party, and if my 
country goes to war, I am ready 
to bear arms against any enemy, 
including Soviet Russia.” 


“You state you are not sympa- 
thetic to the aims of the Soviet 
Union. Has that always been true?” 


“I decline to answer urder the 
Fifth Amendment.” 

“Were you a member of the 
Communist Party on June 3, 1951?” 

“I decline to answer.” 

“Were you a member on June 5, 
1951?” 

“I decline to answer.” 

“Were you a member of the 
Communist Party at the time ‘you 
entered this room?” 

“No.” 

“Were you a member yester- 
day?” 

“I decline to answer on the same 
grounds stated above.” 

“The committee,” said Tavenner, 
“has information showing that in 
1943, you held Communist Party 
Card No. 25,111 in Club No. 1 in 
the northwest section of the Com- 
munist Party of Los Angéles. Is 
that correct?” 

“I decline to answer on the 
ground that it might tend to in- 
criminate me.” 

Tavenner Presses Him 
Tavenner pressed him about tes- 
timony from Richard Collins and 
Meta Reis Rosenberg that they had 
known him as a Communist, but 
Rossen hid behind the Fifth 
Amendment and would not an- 
swer. 


tioning which Rossen declined to 
answer for incrimination reasons, 
but there were several to which he 
did reply. : 

“You said you progressed from 


held the opinion that the only way 
r can function prop- 

erly is to produce, direct and even 

cut his own re 

Rossen said he agreed with pre- 


bulge? 


studio, and even incepend- 
would have to get 
My contract with Colum- 
is for Columbia to release the 
I make. Yet the control is 
vested in Columbia. I can’t make 
Columbia does not agree 
(Columbia recently termi- 

nated Rossen’s contract.) 

“A who is a producer is 
in a position to aid the Communist 
cause, isn’t he?” Tavenner asked. 

“I don’t think there’s any more 
I can say on that subject,” was 
the reply. 

Tavenner pointed out that the 


coul 
ucers 


EAT 





Tavenner pointed to the Daily 


Daily Worker of Feb. 6 and Feb. 17, 


to 
Then followed still further ques- 


1932, carried advertisements that 
Roberte Rossen would direct a 
three-act play, “Steel,” under the 
auspices of The Workers School 
and the Daily Worker. “Did you 
direct that play?” he queried. 


“Yes, I directed it,” admitted 
Rossen. He then refused to answer 
further questions on this and other 
subjects. 

Later, Tavenner queried: 

“Do you recall an organization 
called the Free World Association, 
of which Ulric Bell was the di- 
rector?” The witnes: declined to 
answer but then reconsidered to 
the extent of saying he met Bell 
at the Warner Bros. studio and 
didn’t think he, Rossen, was ever 
associated with the group. 

“This organization,” said Taven- 
ner, carried a page ad in VARIETY 
in 1944 in which it declared a 10- 
point program, the first point of 
which said it was opposed both 
to Fascism and Communism. Do 
you not recall that you and John 
Howard Lawson attempted to or- 
ganize opposition to this organiza- 
tion on this first point?” 


Asked About Control 
Of Employment by SWG 


“T decline to answer.” 

Following lunch recess, Rossen 
was asked about the control which 
the Screen Writers Guild was able 
to exercise over the employment 
of its members by producers, He 
said that, as he last recalled the 
contracts, they contained a pro- 
vision that 80% of screen writers 
hired by a studio had to be Guild 
members, that there was a min- 


the Guild had the right to arbitrate 
screen credits. 

“Wasn't another point that the 
SWG board could notify producers 
that a writer was not in good stand- 
ing and that he couldn’t be em- 
ployed?” 

“I think that’s so, but it only ap- 
plied to non-payment of dues, and 


: 
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“Earlier, you entered into a 
lengthy statement about your - 
ty to this country. So you're either 
telling ‘the truth now, or you’re 
telling untruths now with ° the 
thought in your mind that you 
may come back later and tell the 
truth.” 

“I didn’t say, ‘Could I come 
back’,” Rossen explained. “I said, 
‘If, I change my mind.’ I may not 
want to waive my privilege in the 
future.” 

“We want you to do these things 
for the benefit of your country if 
you are the loyal American you 
claim to be,” said Kearney. “Do 
you refuse to give information be- 
cause you are fearful of being 
known as an informer?” 





imum salary scale of $175 and that | p 


Rossen’s attoruey nudged him | 


and they went into another huddle, 

The witness leaned forward in 

his chair and d “I don’t 
think it’s a matter of being fear. 
ful. At this time I want to claim 
my constitutional privilege, and I 
believe I am in danger of self-in- 
crimination.” 
_ The questioning veered into a 
Commie-Front rut once more, and 
Rossen declined to answer when 
asked if he had been a founder of 
the Hollywood Mobilization. Then 
also followed a series of other re- 
fusals to reply. 

The witness at one point stated 
that the present committee was en- 
tirely different from the. one in 
1947, and that he knew this be- 
cause “the fairness and courtesy 
shown to me are really wonder- 
ful.” 

“How about some reciprocity on 
that,” suggested Chairman Wood. 


Rossen stated, in answer to an- 
other Tavenner question, that he 
had never been employed by any 
government agency, “to the best of 
his knowledge.” He was next 
asked if he had ever applied for a 
passport to Mexico. He stated he 
did so when he went there in °50 
to make “Brave Bulls.” He stated 
he later used the same passport to 
go to Europe, visiting France, Italy 
and Switzerland on what he de- 
scribed as a trip “combining busi- 
ness with pleasure,” with his wife 
and three children. 

Rossen stated, in answer to 
Kearney’s question, that he knew 
John Garfield. He declined to 
state, however, whether the actor 
was a member of the Communist 


arty. 

“if I told you that Garfield de- 
clared under oath that he was not 
a member, would that change your 
answer?” the committee member 
pursued. 

Rossen declined to answer this 
one, too, after a rather lengthy 
conference with his attorney. He 
also declined to- state whether he 
had ever given money to the Com- 
munist Party, whether er not he 


Way |iknew John Howard Lawson, or 


whether he knew Lawson’s present 
whereabouts. 

‘ “How,” asked Kearney, “can you 
expect me as a member of this 
committee to believe your state- 
ments of your loyalty to this coun- 
try in view of your answers?” 

“It is unfortunate that you have 
reached this conclusion,” was the 
reply. “I can only reiterate my 
loyalty and willingness to bear 
arms and my opposition to the 
Américan Communist Party.” 

“Are you willing to help this 
committee to run down subversive 
activities?” Kearney continued 
when Rossen sidestepped. “You 

to cooperate.” 

“I don’t put it that way,” re- 

torted Rossen. 
Rep. Clyde Doyle, Los Angeles 
Democrat, took up the questioning 
to ask Rossen whether he had any 
children. _The witness said he had 
three, aged 14, 12 and 5. 

“Do you want them to become 
members 6f the Communist Party 
when they are old enough?” asked 


le. 

“No,” ‘was the emphatic retort. 
“T don’t believe in it. I’m opposed 
to it for many reasons.” He went 
on to explain that Communism was 
a dictatorship which deprived per- 
sons of their rights and liberties. 

“Would you mind telling ‘the 
committee when 
that conclusion?” asked Rep. Wood. 
“What elements made you decide 
to withdraw from the Communist 
Party?” ; 

“I decline to answer,” came the 

, | 

“You've already told me one of » 
them,” said Doyle. “You said you 
didn’t want your children to grow 
up Communists.” 

“I've never said I was a Com- 
munist,” Rossen replied. 

“Suppose I told you,” said Doyle, 
“that every known Communist who 
has appeared before us answers 
exactly as you do. They claim the 
protection of the first and fifth 
amendments. These known Com- 
munists answer just like you have. 
That’s the class you've put your- 
self in.” 

Then Rep. Wood asked him, 
“whether a confirmed Communist 
should be‘ permitted in the enter- 
tainment world if he is dedicated 
to the overthrow of the Govern- 
ment?” : 

“ do not think so,” was the re- 
ply. 
Rossen said, in answer to a ques- 
tion, that the last time he was on 
salary, he was making $5,000 a 
week. 

“Did you contribute any part of 
that to the Communist Party? 
asked Kearney. 

“I decline to answer.” 
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WANGER: ENTERS 
3-YEAR FILM DEAL 


Independent Producer Plans 
at Least Nine Pictures for - 
Allied Artists’ Release 








Walter Wanger, independent film 
producer, has entered into a deal 
with Allied Artists calling for the 
production of at least nine pictures 
during the next three years, Steve 
Broidy, president of Allied Artists 
and its parent company, Mono- 
gram Pictures, announced yester- 
day, The deal provides for an ini- 
tial production fund of $5,000,000 
to be supplied by Allied Artists 





and a syndicate of investors headed 
by Elliot Hyman, Eastern motion- 
picture investor. 

A veteran of major company and 
independent production, Mr. Wan- 
ger has to his credit such pictures 
as “Stagecoach,” “The Long Voy- 
age Home” and “Joan of Arc.” 

In signing the deal, under which 
he will make a minimum of three 
pictures a year, Mr. Wanger de- 
clared that Allied Artists offers 
definite advantages to the inde- 
pendent producer because of its 
minimum operating overhead and 
ability to provide widespread dis- 
tribution. 

“I firmly believe that the day is 
gone forever when an independent 
producer can afford to have one- 
third to one-half of the picture 
production value absorbed by 
charges which do not actually con- 
tribute to the entertainment values 
that reach the screen,” Mr. Wan- 





ger said in obvious criticism of the | 
system which exists at the major 
studios: “It has been proved con- 
clusively,” he added, “that the pub- 
lic is shopping for entertainment 
yy will buy it wherever they find 
Mr. Wanger will begin work im- 
ey and will produce “Fiat 
p, 


‘as his first release under the Al- | 


wit cehctapanica mel on 
r 

the Navy Department will actively 

cooperate in the project, the an- 


-nouncement stated. The producer 


contemplates making 4ll of his pic- 
tures in color, 


Negotiations for the Wanger-Al- 
lied Artists deal were begun six 
months ago. The members of the 
syndicate are represented by the 
law firm of Stillman & Stillman, 
and negotiations among all the 
principals were conducted by David 
Stillman. 





WELCOME, WALTER WANGER TO ALLIED ARTISTS! 


We take pride in welcoming to our organization one of the 
industry's outstanding producers of great motion pictures. 


President, Allied Artists Productions, Inc. 
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-atre Owners held last week in 











Clips From 


Film Row 





NEW YORK 


William Levine, homeoffice as- 
sistant to John S. Allen, Metro’s 
southwestern sales chief, is back in 
town following a biz trek to Dailas 
and Oklahoma City. He'll hop to 
St. Louis, Kansas City and Denver 
on July 9. 

Carroll Puciato, in charge of ex- 
change operations for Realart Pic- 
tures, was elected viceprez of the 
compe at a board meeting in 
N. Friday (22). Frances Kings- 
ley, ‘aaa of the executive staff. 
was elected secretary and assistant 
treasurer. Reelected officers were 
Jack Broder, president and board 
chairman; Budd Rogers, executive 
v.p., and Simon Lipson, scczretary- 
treasurer. 

Republic sales chief James R. 
Granger end John Curtin, district 
manager, to Toronto and Detroit. 

New changes in the filed were 
announced here by Charles J. 
Feldman, Universal domestic sales 
manager, who pointed up promo- 
t'ons were from within the ronks. 
Arthur Greenfie!d moves from 


branch manager in New Haven to} ¢, 


the same post in Portland, Ore. 
He renla~es James S. Homm~'. re- 
signed. Carl F. Reardon, Pi'ts- 
burgh salesman, goes te the branch 
shief’s spot in New Haven. 


ST. LOUIS 


Edwerd B. Arthur, general man- 
ager of Fanchon & Marco’s inter- 
ests in St. Louis, named chairman 
of the public relations committee 
of Greater St. Louis Community 
Crest. 

First of_a series of six revional 
meetings and film clinics of Mid 
Central Allied Independent The- 


Rolla, Mo. 

Frisina Amus. Co. shuttered its 
Lyric in Gillespie, Ill., for an in- 
definite period. 

L. H. Pettit lighted his new 350- 
seater in Licking, Mo. 

The Carver, indie house in 
downtown district, shuttered until 
September. 

The Effingham, a_ 1.000-scater 
and one of three operated by 
Frisina Amus. Co., shuttered in 
Effingham, Il. 

Proposed ozoner near Havana, 
Ill., shelved because of govern- 
ment restrictions on use of ma- 
terials. 

Amos Leonard joined Warner 
Bros.’ sales staff here; vice, Harry 
Decker. transferred to Chicago. 

The U. S. Government last week 
obtained $1,300 in the sale of 
equipment of the Avenue Theatre 
in downtown East St. Louis as a 
result of a seizure made to saticfy 
unpaid taxes totaling $23.779. The 
theatre, reputed to be ‘the first 
west of New York to show double 
features, began operation in 1906 
and was originally a vaude house. 
In recent years it was operated by 
Sam Ham a St. uis real 
estate o rator, who died in a fall 
from a St. Louis hotel window four 
= after the theatre was shut- 

red. 


CHICAGO 


Allied Theatres of Illinois tossed 
second in series of luncheons for 
newspaper crix week and 
asked scribes to help clean up at- 
tacks aimed at film industry. 

Paul “The Waiter” Ricca, con- 
victed film extortionist, was given 
until Oct. 2 to find reasons why he 
should not be sent back to prison 
for parole violation. 

Cozy Theatre, South Bend, Ind., 
operated by Jim Booth, and Elmo 
Theatre here, Bartlestein circuit 
house, both shuttered 
—- in Chi territory now total 


5. 
Allied Theatre of Illinois’ first 
—_———————— 


a Elan 


dirceacn 


“39° MIAMI °43 


88 CALIFORNIA ‘72° 


CHICAGO 222 529 


Call Now . Free Ticket Delivery 
MUrray Hill 7-7300 - 
503 Sth Ave. (ent, 42 St.) Suite 100 
Brooklyn Bronx 
UL 5-3888 LU 4-0607 
Hotel St. George) 2488 Gr. Con curse 
_ Clark ’ Street (Fordham Rd) Rm 326 
“JAMAICA: 163-18 OL 8-7931 


fomense Ave., Rm. 612 
Avency~ trreguler Flight tae 











Total shut-| 





exploitation effort will be 
~~ ne with across-the-board radio 
show over bh ge Local deejay 
Myron Barg and Chi Daily News 
scribe Sam Lesner will steer show 
pois an! format of contests, 
and Coast chatter. 

Bill Miller took over as operator | w 
of State Theatre, Elkhart, Ind., 
which had recently shuttered. 


PITTSBURGH 


Jack Simons appointed manager 
of State Theatre downtown, re- 
placing Ray Wheeler, who had job 
for years. Simons was at the Barry 
until that house was closed recent- 
ly by William Skirball, who owns 
it. 

Russell Wehrle, manager of Sap- 
itol in Braddock, upped to super- 
visor of the three houses, inciud- 
ing Cap, which make up State The- 
atre Corp. 

Urban Theatre, East McKees- 
port, in which masses have heen 
offered on Sundays for last two 
years, purchased for permanent 
use as a Catholic church from 
ily’ of the late Nicholas A. 
Malanos. 

Carl Reardon, Universal sales- 
man here for several years, pro- 
moted ta manager of company’s 
New Haven exchange. Reardon 
worked at company’s homeoffice in 
N. Y. before coming to Pittsburgh. 

Bernard Burns, manager of the 
Rex at Corry, raduated from Gan- 
non College with a degree in busi- 
ness administration. He’s a broth- 
er of Regis Burns, Blatt Bros. The- 
atres ad-publicity director. 

Job Welden Watters assigned to 
Wheeling, W. Va., by Dipson cir- 
cuit as booker-buyer; replaces 
George Oite, who retired because 
of ill health. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


As part of territory-wide boxof- 
fice building drive, North Central 
Allied will establish a screening 
committee to a meres pix and map 
their exploitation. Also will hold 
theatre-newspaper clinic here in 
the fall with local exhibs bringing 
in their editors and discussing mu- 
tual problems with them. 

Harry B. French, United Para- 
mount Theatres local prexy, who 
has big screen theatre TV at his 
Radio City, has been unable to 
get Murphy-LaMotta fight because 
of unavailability of cable. 

Charles Baron, United Artists 
exploiteer, here beating drums for 
“Fabiola.” 

Charlie Jackson, Warner sales- 
man, back from extended European 
vacation trip. 

Minnehaha, Twin City’s newest 
and largest drive-in, believed first 
ozoner anywhere to "have complete 
TV facilities. 


INDIANAPOLIS 


Variety Club golf tournament 
set for = 20 at Indianapolis 


Conran P 
Paul, manager of Lyric. 
will try out band shows in first 
half of week only, theorizing that 
more attractions will be available 
then. Starts early in July. 

Earl Cunningham seeking 14-day 
availabilit y for Fountain Square, 

instead of 28 days now in effect 

for subsequent-runs, because of 
heavy drive-in competition in that 
area. 

“Show Boat” set to play Loew’s 


week of July 11, three weeks in 
advance of fresco production at 
fairgrounds. 


Downtown first-runs now doing 
“sneak” previews on regular basis, 
to stimulate biz. 

Morton W. Turner has taken 
over te at Terre Haute from 


Soba wnthcwinn, LaGrange _ ex- 
hibitor, held annual outing for 


branch managefs and film men at in 


summer home last week. 


DALLAS 


Directors of Rowley United The- 
atres, Inc., following its recent re- 
organization, now are E. H. Row- 
ley, John H. Rowley, and F. M. 
Dowd, of Dallas, and George P. 
Skouras, of N. Y. Officers of the 
new setup include E. H. Rowley, 
prez; John H. Rowley, veepee and 

; Skouras, veepee; Dowd, 
treasurer: Cc. V. Jones, general 
manager and L. M. Rice, general 
counsel. 





E. G. Gordon named manager of 
Leon Theatre, Amarillo, replacing 
Robert Sparks, transfered to Twin 
City Drive-In_in Sherman, also 
operated by this circuit. 

Fred McAllister promoteti from 
a. manager to manager of 
the Capitol at Austin. McAllister 
would revive vaude at the house 
this fall. 

Forrest Gamble, who has been 


asspsizizd with the Clarksyille and 





state manager at Denison to suc- 
ceed the late Charles Snyder, re- 
cently killed in an auto accident. 
Riley for the last four years has 
been with circuit at McAllen, 
Texas. 

Sale of the Moon Lite Drive-In 
at Palestine by L. S. Ducate to 
William H. Pence announced re- 
cently. 








‘Fabiola’ Shift 


more selectivity than it has now, 
—which was obviously true in light 
of the good grosses. UA, of course, 
held back advertising of the RKO 
break until the Vic’s four weeks 
|had been virtually finished. 


| The hurried transfer of the 
French-Italian Technicolored epic 
to the chain is not entirely novel, 
but is unusual. It’s a break with 
th traditional demand. of first-run 
operators that.28 days or more be 





iu.g a pie into the subsequent run. 
Clearance Practice 


Film biz, of course, has been 
built on this idea of “clearance” 
between runs and it is the break- 
down of such trade practices that 
is bothering Goldenson, United 
Paramount Theatres chief; Bala- 
ban, Paramount Pictures prexy, 
and other execs. They feél that 
these practices developed out of 
necessity and contributed to the 
successful growth of the industry. 


The changes have been wrought 
by the Government's anti-trust ac- 
tion. They started with the indus- 
try’s consent decree of 1940 and 
have been accelerated in the past 
five years. Even indie exhibs whose 
squawks brought on the,.Dept. of 
Justice’s long battle against the 
majors are now highly dubious of 
the results. 


Some of these changes, it is now 
generally agreed by everyone ex- 
cept those adversely affected, were 
necessary and good. They grew out 
of abuses. There’s growing agree- 
ment, on the other hand, that 
others, are bad. Breakdown of the 
clearance system falls in that cate- 
gory. 

. was felt for a while that the 

up of runs and shortening 
of availability dates might be help- 
ful to the biz, but the question 
now is whether the quantity of 
moveups hasn't defeated itself. Pix. 


him—that so many houses playing 
a pic at the same time gives 
patrons too limited an area of 
choice. If they don’t like a film 
at one house, they've little place 
to turn, because so many other 
houses simultaneously are playing 
the same one. 

' This is. another outgrowth of 
trade practice changes that have 
been about by the anti- 


servers agree it is only fair that 
a free competitive system any 
exhibs who want to pay the price 
sheuld have a chance at equal run 
of product, the net gain for the 
theatremen in question and for the 
industry as a whole is questionable. 


French Industry Seeks 
Theatre-Aid Tax Boost 


Paris, June 26. 


French film industry is preparing 
to lobby for an increase in the cur- 
rent temporarv-aid tax on theatre 
admissions. Proposed tax hike 
would raise the prevailing :ndustry 
subsidy at the.expense of the U. S. 
film companies. 

This temporary uid levy will be 
in effect until Septsmber of 1953, 
and was imposed so that exhibs 
eculd improve and modernize their 
thestres. A portion of the tix a'so 
gocs to producers for financial as- 


Lgistance in, making pix. 








ee 


allowed by the distrib before book- | Hi 


trust action. While impartial ob- | 1,588; 





“On Riviera” (20th), Sturdy $19,- 
000, but knocked down by critical 
pans. Last week, “Great Caruso” 
(M-G) (4th wk), smart $10,000 for 
final round of unusually long run. 

Playhouse (Lopert) (485; $1.20- 
$2.40)—“‘Tales o Hoffmann” (In- 
die) (10th wk); Steady $4,500 after 
$5,000 last week. Holds again. 

Warner (WB) (2,174; 44-74)— 
“Folsom Prison” (WB). Okay 
$10,000. Last ag ‘Along Great 
Divide” (WB), $11,000 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (654; 44-80)— 
“Fabiola” (UA) (3d wk). Supping. 
but still good $5,500 agter $7,000 
last week. Stays on. 


Fabiola’ Fat $14,000, 
Cleve.; ‘Teresa’ 936 


Cleveland, June 26. 
Big news here this week is rous- 
ing stanza being turned in by 
“Fabiola” at the Allen. “Teresa” 
also is doing well at State. “House 
on Telegraph Hill” looks fair at 


pp. 
Estimates fer This Week 





Allen (Warner) (3,000; 55-80)— 
“Fabiola” (UA). Fancy $14,000. 
Last week, “Rawhide” (20th), 
$13,000, 

Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 55-80)— 
“House Telegraph Hili” (20th). 
Fair $11,000. Last week, “Inside 


Folsom Prison” (WB), $13,000 , 

Lower Mall (Community) (585; 
55-80) —“Angelo” (Indie) (3d wk). 
Oke $2,800. Last week, $3,000. 

Palace (RKO) (3,300; 55-90) — 
“Hard, Fast, Beautiful” (RKO). 
Mild $8,000. Last week, “Prowler” 
(UA), fine $19,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-80)— 
“Teresa” (M-G). Stout $9,500. Last 
week, “No Questions Asked” (M-G) 
with Patti Page, Guy Mitchell on- 
stage, fine $30,000. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (2,700; 55-80) 
—‘“New Mexico” (UA). Good $8,- 
000. Last week, “Fighting Coast 
Guard” (Rep), $5,000. 


PORTLAND, ORE. 
(Continued from page 11) 
“Mister Universe” (EL), Pn heey 
Paramount. Fine $4,000. 
“Last Outpost” (Par) and “Ghost 

ec ily (eee: = ) (1,750; 65- 
ergreen 
90)—"Forbidden Past” (RICO) 
“M” (Col), Fair $7,500. Last week, 
Out be > aoe ‘Ghost 





Nice 000. Last 
“Follow Sun” (20th) and “Danger 
| "Gaited Artiste ‘ter 


Artists (Parker) (890; 65- 





TORONTO 
(Continued from page 13) 
week, “Operation X” (Col) and 

“Redskins ” (Col), $11,000. 
Imperial (FP) (3 373: — 

“Only Valiant” (WB). $17,000. 

Last week, “The ) (2d 


wk), $10,500 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,743; 40-70)— 
“Great Caruso” (M-G) (6th wk). 
op $7,000. after last week's 


Nortowa, University (FP) (959; 
Sar otk: Ww 


oman” 
(UA). B 4,000. Last week, 
“Half Angel” stOt) (2d wk), $9,500. 

Odeon (Rank) 50-90) — 
“Sirocco” (Col). Okay $10,000. 
Last week, “House Telegraph Hill” 
(20th), $9,000. 

Shea’s (FP) (2 386; 40-60)—“Ap- 
posttmset Danger” (Par) (2d wh). 
air $9,000. Last week, $11,000. 

Uptown (Loew) (2, 7143: 40-80)— 
“Soldiers Three”. (M-G). Fair 
$6,500. Last _— “Hollywood 
Story” (U), $6,500 


Vot Nixes ‘Rice’ Nix 
Greenbelt, Md., June 26. 
Italian pic, “Bitter Rice,” is 
scheduled to ope. today (Tues.) 
at the Greenbelt Theatre for a 
two-day run after it had been 
pulled from its slated opening last 





Wednesday (20) at the request of | 


the local Catholic Action Group. 
Attempted ban by the group 
created such a hassle that the is- 
ste was put to a vote of the towns- 
people. Result was an overwhelm- 


a demand that the picture be 


ShHOWD«. «> =r a 


Last week, | 000. 


) and | Dull 








Nov. . 
22-23. be. at Melba 
a ee, ca ae WASHINGTON Transport Strike’s End 
(Continued from pose | 13) F | 

J. M. Butler is new owner of 500. lelps Det; ine 
Milford Theatre at Milford, pur-/74) "On, Susanna” (Rep) and| $16,000, ‘Night’ Oke 11¢ 
Hughes. Butler comes here from | , Belle Le Grand” (Rep). Average 

» Okla. ro 7000. week, “Lorna-Doone™ Biz picked ws pont “tech EE 
Mom Riley named city Inter- hl (Loew's) (2,370; 44-74)—| 59-day bus streetcar strike, 


longest major my Bell Walke 
out in the nation’s ey! came to 
an end. “Take Care My irl” looks 
mild at the Fox. “Folsom Prison” 
is shaping up nice at the Palms, 
“Scarf” is draping the Michigan 
with slow returns. “Night Into 
Morning” is bright at United Are 
tists. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5,000; 70-95) 

—“Take Care My Girl” (20th) and 
“Big Gusher” (Col). Mild $23,000, 
Last week, “Lorna Doone” (Col) 
and “Texas Rangers” (Col), $16,000, 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
70-95)—"“‘Scarf” (UA) and “ Long 
Dark Hall’ (UA). Slow $14,000, 
Last week, “Along Great Divide” 
Wag and “Fat Man” (RKO), $10,- 

Palme (UD) (2,900; 70-95)—‘Fol. 
som Prison” (WB) and “Secrets of 
Monte Carlo” (Mono). Nice $16,000, 
Last week, “Go for Broke” (M-G) 
and “Double Crossbones” (U) (2d 
wk), $9,000. 

Madison (UD) (1,800; 70-95) 
“Jungle Headhunters” (RKO) and 
“Law of Badlands” (RKO) (2d wk), 
Down to $6,000. Last week, fine 
$9,000. 

United Artists (UA) (1,900; 70-95) 

—‘“Night Into Morning” (M-G) and 
“No Questions Asked” (M-G)., 
Good $11,000. Last week, “Excuse 
My Dust” (M-G) and “Fugitive 
Lady” (Rep), $10,000. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95)— 
“Caruso” (M-G) (5th wk). Still big 
at $7,000. Last week, $8,000. 


é ? 
Caruso’ Record $30,000, 
b ? “ 
Mont’l; ‘Balls’ Dim 106 
Montreal, June 26. 

Good weather over weekend plus 
local holiday on Monday is hoost- 
ing “Great Caruso” to record $30,- 
000 at Loew’s. “Brave Bulls” 
shapes poor at Palace. “The Thing” 
stays okay in second stanza at the 
Princess. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (C. T.) (2,625; 34-60)— 
“Brave Bulls” (Col). Poor $10. 

Last week, “Goodbye, My 
Fancy” (WB), $13,000. 

Capitel (C. T.) (2,412; 34-60) 
“Only the Valiant” (WB) (2d wk) 
10,500 following strong open- 
agg dso of $15,000. 

ag radi BC =. A 131; 34-60)— 
“The Thing” (RK: ) 2d wk). Okay 
$8,000 after e $13,000 in first 


Loew's (C. T.) (2,855; 40-65)— 
“Great Caruso” (M-G). Terrific 
$30,000. Last week, “Father’s Little 
Dividend” (M-G) (2d wk). Okay 
$16,000. 

Imperial (C. T.) (1,839; 34-60)— 
“Stage to Tucson” (Col) and “Rev- 
enue Agent” (Col). Okay, $8,000. 
e700" “Fury Congo” (Col), 


Orpheum (C. T.) (1,048; 34-60)— 
“Women Without Names” (Indie) 





and “Double Crossbones” (U), 
Good $7,500. Last week, “Fabiola” 
(UA), $8,500. 








——— RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL ——— . 


Rockefeller Center 


“THE GREAT CARUSO” 

MARIO LANZA - ANN BLYTH 

KIRSTEN NOVOTNA  THEBOM 
lor by TECHNICOLOR 
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LONDON REPRESENTATIVES DAY FOLLOWING 
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TVCASTERS ‘SHIRT-SLEEVE CONFERENCE 
LAYS GROUNDWORK FOR HOUSECLEANING 








Washington, June 26. 
After taking a “cold, objective 
look” at television programming,. 
the nation’s video broadcasters 


_ have decided it’s time for industry 


se’f-regulation to clean up house. 

Meeting here Friday (22) under 
NARTB auspices for a “shirt- 
sleeve” conference which FCC 
Chairman Wayne Coy said “may 
be destined to go down as one of 
the most. significant milestones” in 
broadcasting history, a majority of 
the country’s TV stations agreed 
to: 

1.. Make an immediate study of 
all aspects of promulgating stand- 
ards for TV programming and 
gather any other data needed for 
such purpose. 

2. Consult with representatives 
of Government, public, civic and 
other special groups interested in 
development of TV broadcasting. 

3. Draft a proposed set of stand- 





ards for consideration of NARTB at 
a meeting to be called early this | 
fall. 


To. execute this program, the| 


broadcasters authorized NARTB 
prexy Harold E. Fellows to appoint 
a committee to work closely with 
Judge Justin Miller, board chair- 
man, and Thad H. Brown, Jr., man- 
ager of NARTB’s Television Divi- 
sion. Fellows said the committee 
will be formed immediately. 
All-Encompassing Study 

Reminded forcefully during its 
“let-your-hair-down” sessions of 
TV’s responsibility in the Ameri- 
can home, the broadcasters rec- 
ommended that the’ Committee to 
be formed “concern itself not only 
with the day-to-day program prob- 
lems of television but with the 
broader aspects of its effectiveness 
as a mass medium. its impact upon 
public morals and morale, its effect 
upon the welfzre of the family and 
the individual members thereof, 
with particular reference to chil- 
dren, its contribution to the cul- 
tural progress of the nation and its 
influence for good upon the beha- 
vior patterns of American society 
and the society of nations.” 

Thus, the TV broadcasters gave 
recognition to anxieties expressed 
by parents and educators regarding 
the effect of TV on children, criti- 
cisms concerning “taste,” and de- 
mands for more informative and 
educational programs. 

And there was evidence of 
awareness on the part of the 65 of 


(Continued on page 38) 


Smatra; CBS Call 
It Quits; to NBC? 


Frank Sinatra’s option for his 
video services on CBS was up last 
week, with the network permitting 
it to lapse. 

Sinatra has had some prelimi- 
nary discussions with NBC for his 
possible integration into the “All- 
Star Revue” Saturday night hour 
series next season, or possibly his 
availability as a rotating guest star 
on NBC productions. 

Sinatra was the star of the 
Bulova-sponsored Saturday night 9 
to 10 show on CBS-TV during the 
Past season. 


FRANK BLACK SIGNED 
IN MELTON TV REVAMP 


Frank Black is taking over the 
musical reins from David Broek- 
man on the James Melton Thurs- 
day NBC-TV show. (Broekman 
wants a respite hefore returning to 
the Kem Murray show in the fall.) 

Meanwhile, Melton, in a bid to 
hypo the Ford-sponsored show, 
has_ signatured Joseph Santley 
to take over the production reins 
for several weeks, Charles Fried- 
man having bowed out a couple of 
weeks back. Doug Rogers, former- 
ly of the Jack Carfer show, has 
been signed as TV director of the 
stanza. 

Dorothy Warrenskjold, singer, 
has been signed to a three-year 
contract. Melton is negotiating 
with Herb Shriner for three guest 
shots. 

On July 26 Melton does his show | 
from Detroit, and will spend the 
next few days participating in the 
civic celebration there, 








| 7506 Lutheran TV Kitty 


Chicago, June 26. 

A $750,000 kitty has been set 
aside for'a series of 26 weekly re- 
ligious dramatic television shows 
by the Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod. 

Religion group disclosed last 
week it is forming a non-profit or- 
ganization, Lutheran Television 
Productions, Inc., to produce the 
series which is expected to get un- 

derway this fall. 


NBC's ‘Tandem’ 
Gets CBS ‘Keen 


Although Whitehall has cancelled 
out of its Thursday night CBS ra- 
dio time, where it has been spon- 
|soring “Mr. Keen” for approxi- 
mately a decade, the drug company 
continues as bankroller of the 
show, but on NBC. 

Whitehall’s continuance as one 
of the “spot” advertisers on NBC’s 
“Operation Tandem,” it’s reported, 
was contingent on the network in- 
corporating “Keen” into the five- 
nights-a-week sales pattern. As a 
result, the Hummerts, who pack- 
age the show, agreed to yanking 
the show off CBS and moving it 
into the Friday night “Tandem” 
segment vreviously occupied by 
“Duffy’s Tavern.” 

“Duffy” fades off the network, 
NBC having worked out its com- 
mitment with Ed Gardner, owner 
and star of the package. 


CBS’ Altered ‘Song-Sale’ 
In Pre-Preem Ballyhoo 
With Top-Name Skeds 


CBS’ revamped “Songs for Sale,” 
which goes into the Saturday night 
10 to 11 period as a simulcast with 
Steve Allen as emcee, will get a 
top coin assist plus a heavy news- 
paper campaign prior to its preem 
this Saturday (30). With Arrid al- 
ready committed as a sponsor, the 
network is hopeful of wooing 
Sterling Drug as a bankroller. 

Top personalities are being 
pacted for guest shots on the show, 
including Peggy Lee, Johnny Des- 
mond and Duke Ellington on the 
opener, with Mimi Benzell, 
Margaret Whiting, Ethel Waters 
inked for subsequent stanzas. Ray 








‘| Bloch’s orch will be a regular, 


along with the Stanton & Luster 
dance team, holdovers from the 
“Sing It Again” show which oc- 
cupied the Saturday segment. 

Marlo Lewis will supervise the 
production, with Al Spahn set as 
producer. 











WILLIAM GARGAN 
Final Week as “Martin Kane” 
Last Nielsen Rating. 37.8 
6th Highest in Nation 
In Preparation for mext season for 
Radio and TV 
THE PRIVATE EYE 
Contact 
Music Corporation of America 


Block Program’ 
On CBS-TV Cues 
Daytime Bonanza 


CBS-TV’s initial excursion into 
daytime block programming with 
the soap opera formula appears to 
be paying off handsomely. In one 
of the major daytime sales of the 
season, CBS grabbed off in one 
fell swoop both Procter & Gamble 
and American Home Products for 
back-to-back programming of se- 
rials, starting in the fall. Sale of 
an adjoining 15-minute segment is 
imminent. 


The network has blocked off the 
12 (noon) to 12:45 cross-the-board 
perieds for three 15-minute serials. 
American Home Products bought 
the 12:15 to 12:30 niche for a se- 
rial as yet unselected. P. & G. 
latched on to the 12:30 to 12:45 
time for “Secret For Happiness.” 
Both deals were handled via the 
Biow agency. Negotiations are 
still in progress on sale of the 12 
to 12:15 segment. . 

Serials will get a spread on the 
entire TV interconnected network 
of 47 stations and will tee off 
Sept. 3. 














ABC’s new reorganization, split- 
ting the web still further down the 
AM-TV middle, portends the ap- 
pointment of one more exec, a vee- 


pee for television programs. A 
creative programmer is _ being 
sought from the outside to fill the 


spot. 

The new divisions are the radio 
network, headed by veepee Ernest 
Lee Jahncke, Jr.; the television 
network, headed by veepee Alex- 
ander Stronach, Jr.; AM owned- 
and-operated stations and _ spot 
sales, with James Connolly as v.p. 
in charge; and TV o-and-o stations 
and spot sales, with Slocum Chapin 
as v.p. in charge. Establishment 
of the separate division is expect- 
ed to free prexy Robert E. Kintner 
of administrative detail. 

In Chi, James L. Stirton has 
been appointed central division di- 
rector of the TV web with Edward 
G. Smith named director of the 
central division’s AM web. On the 
Coast, Ernest Felix was recently 
named acting manager of the west- 





ern division, with Donn B. Tatum 
as TV director and Francis Conrad 
|as radio director. 

ABC split isn’t complete, but 
| leaves five top administrative, de- 


ABC's ‘Split Down Middle’ Revamp: 
TV Program Veepee to Be Added 


partments straddling both sides of 
the AM-TV fence. These are: 
special services departments under 
C. Nicholas Priaulx, veepee-treas- 
turer; public relations, research, ad- 
vertising and promotion, under v.p. 
Robert Saudek; legal, under vee- 
pee-general attorney Joseph A. 
McDonald; news and special events 
under v.p. Thomas Velotta; * and 
general engineering, under v.p. 
Frank Marx. 

Co-op sales is also being divided, 
with Ludwig Simmel managing ra- 
p Freee wise Te cos and George Smith man- 


Te Neiwork es have ‘been sepa- 
rated for some months, with TV 
under v.p. Fred Thrower and AM 
under v.p. Charles Ayres. 

AM programming is handled by 
v.p. Leonard Reeg. With Stronach 
heading up the TV division, hiring 
of a TV program veepee will free 
him for closer activity with sales. 

ABC has upped Dean Shaffner 
to manager of TV sales develop- 
ment and Don Coyle to the new 
position of manager of its research 
department. 
NBC, joins web as manager of ‘ra- 
dio sales development. They’ll 
work under Oliver Treyz, director 
of research and sales development. 





Bs 


Harry Peck, general man 


from pushing it into the discard. 
colors. 


to mention “her.” 
reselling radio to the public. 


thinks. 


¢é ° 3) ° 
Bonny Maid’ Exits 

Bonafide Mills, backers of “Bon- 
ny Maid Versatile Varieties” on 
CBS-TV, cancelled out of its pact 
with the web because of the lat- 
ter’s “no hiatus” policy. 

Sponsor, which. announced it 
wanted a summer layoff because 
its kid talent goes to camp during 
the warm months, says it will re- 
turn with the same show in the 
fall, with the network and time 
slot still to be decided. 


FCC Asks: ‘What 
Is a Rebroadcast?’ 


Washington, June 26. 

Outcome of a damage suit filed 
by WWDC in Washington against 
WEAM in Arlington, Va., for 
“pirating” its giveaway program 
appears to hinge on what interpre- 
tation will be given by the court to 
FCC rules regarding rebroadcasts. 

After a hearing on the case yes- 
terday (Mon.) in federal court in 
Alexandria, Va., Judge Albert V. 
Ryan gave lawyers for the stations 
10 days to file memoranda on the 
question of what constitutes a re- 
broadcast. Meanwhile, the stay 
order which bars WEAM from 
rebroadcasting winning digits in 
WWDC’'s “Lucky Numbers” pro- 
gram with crediting WWDC as the 
source was continued. 

WWDC claimed $15,000 damages 
as a result of WEAM monitoring 
of its program and passing on the 
digits to its listeners. Ben Strouse, 
WWDC general manager, testified 
his income from the program has 
been cut in half as a result of 
WEAM’s action. 

To support his testimony that 
sizable sums were laid out for pro- 
moting the program, Thomas 
Dowd, WWDC counsel, dragged 
into court a U. S. mail bag con- 
taining 4,000 letters received by 
the station in a “Lucky Numbers” 


contest. 
Baltimore, who 





Morris Azrael, 
sells the program to some 70 sta- 
tions, testified that publicity on 
WEAWM’s interference with the give- 
away brought a halt to an upward 
trend in sale of the show 

Frank Morgan, counsel for 
WEAM, tried to establish that the 
program is a lottery and that his 
client is within his rights in re- 
broadcasting the digits. 


NBC in Night Switch 
Of Science ‘X’ Sun. Draw 


Growing audience pull of science 
fiction stanzas on the networks has 





“Dimension X” radio show into a 
cream nighttime segment. 
Currently heard Sundays at 5, 
“Dimension X” will get the Thurs- 
on Or ae 8:30 to 9 period starting 


Eugene Accas, ex-/|Ju 


Mail : response from listeners, 
network points out, indicates that 
the science fiction stanza enjoys a 





greater popularity among adults. 


AM Fights Back in Mpls. 


While radio stations in some TV areas have been finding th 
ing rough, WDGY here has just demonstrated that radio still ean 
fight a winning battle against TV. At the end of a huge oe thes 
month promotion campaign station — to have hit a new 
time high in sales, with practically all of 
stead of reducing its rates, it’s considering a hike, according to 


ager. 
WDGY launched what it believes to be one of the biggest cam. 
paigns anywhere to prevent the new air entertainment medium 


Campaign employed teasers and a mystery angle. 
feminine character which the station calls “Weegee” as a trade. 
mark, WDGY used billboards, newspapers, street car cards, radio 
spot announcements and even original songs to get the town into 
a dither as to “What Is Weegee?” 
vealed as the station’s new nickname and is always mentioned in 
spot and other announcements along with the call letters which are 
minimized and would be eliminated except for federal regulations. 

Peck believes WDGY has conceived a brand new merchandising 
angle to sell radio. On one occasion feminine.models from a lead- 
ing local agency carried sandwich boards through the downtown 
section asking “What Is Weegee?”. 
jockeys on other stations to pique their curiosity and induce them 
It all was part of a plan to take the lead in 


One of nine Twin City radio stations, WDGY had a low rating 
in August, 1950, when Peck came in as general manager under 
what amounted to a reorganization and new setup. New key men 
were picked all along the line and some outstanding Twin City 
radio personalities, like Ralph Moffatt, popular disk jockey, were 
grabbed off. The purpose—to make it one of the top radio sta- 
tions in this ninth largest retail market—is being achieved, Peck 


“We believe our campaign has demonstrated that TV still hasn't 
gotten radio down and what it still can accomplish,” says Peck, 
“It’s just a matter of fighting back with everything you've got.” 





cued NBC’s decision to move its |. 
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Grand Rapids, Mich., June 26; gre 
WLAV-TYV here has been sold by sor 
Leonard Versluis to Grand-Wood wo 
Broadcasting Co., which also owns mo 
WOOD (AM). Versluis holds on rat 
to his WLAV radio operation, lev 
Price was $1,300,000 plus assump- on: 
tion of $67,000 in WLAV-TV’s cor- c01 
porate obligations. wo 
Buyer is Harry Bitner, who in 
addition to WOOD, also owns he: 
WFBM, AM and TV, Indianapolis; the 
WEOA, Evansville; and WFDP, tlii 
Flint. Purchase gives Bitner two cas 
tele outlets and four AM stations. cic 
Bitner is a former general man- in 
ager for the Hearst Corp. and was Sit 
at one time publisher of the Hearst Ch 
papers in Detroit and Pittsburgh. of 
He retired in 1945, a‘ter which ne 
time he began acquiring the broad- no 
cast properties. ch 
WLAV-TV deal was handled by ( 
Howard E. Stark, New York radio, pr 
tele and newspaper broker, who Co 
also sold Bitner WFDF and WOOD, cic 
sti 





Sylvania Buying CBS .. 
Radio Show for Fall 
—To Sell Television Sets 


Sylvania is going into network 
radio in the fall to sell television 
sets. Company is buying a Friday 





night 15-min. CBS niche for a grid @ 
forecast program. Move is unusual f 
in that it represents a reaffirms ba 
tion on the part of TV set manw- sh 
facturers and sponsors in general 
of radio’s mass circulation and ne 
ability to reach potential customers H 
in areas where TV is still a novelty. . 
While TV set makers have em t 
braced radio in the past, it has s 
generally been of the spot cam bs 
paign variety. However, in view 
of the recent overloaded invet yh 
tories and inability to move sets in 
of the floor, TV set dealers and 
manufacturers have lately beet C 
making a ‘gradual retreat from 
their advertising splurges, with the 
AM-TV spot budgets taking most Ai 
of the rap. > 
ar 
‘What Makes TV Tick? m 


Set for Ride on DuMont 


Marfree Advertising Corp. has 
set two new stanzas for its clients. 
National Products Corp., of Nash- 
ville, will back “What Makes T' 
Tick?” starring Ray Morgan, 0 


0 
DuMont, Tuesdays at il p. m, fe 
starting ‘July 3. ti 

“Ask Me Another,” also starring § , 
Morgan, starts at 4:30 -p. m. toda § 4, 
(Wed.) on WJZ, N. Y., for Americal § ,, 
Health Aids Co. m, 

Marfree also has a late-night disk § 4, 
jockey stanza in the works, for # § », 
fall start, featuring Bud Brees® § y, 
former vocalist with Art. Mooney’s 
band. Three other packages af€ @ gs; 
also slated for ABC-TV and Du &@ 4g, 


Mont in the next few months. 
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Four-Network AM Billings for ‘3: 








FOR MAY 
(Estimated) 
CBS eevee eeCeeeoeoeeoeeeeeeeeses $6,732,800 +7.0 
NBC eeeoevoeeseeeeeeeeaeeeoeeeeeeee 3,332,600 —5§.5 
ABC seeweeeeeoeeeeateeeeeeeeeenes 2,199,600 —10.6 
Mutual eeoeeeeeseeeeeeeereneeee 1,513,550 +10.6 
$13,778,550 —03 . 
FOR FIRST FIVE MONTHS 
(Estimated) 
CBS eeoerereaeeeetenee . «- $33,058,700 +9.4 
NBC cence eeeeeeeeereeeeeeeeee 25,263,890 8 
ABC ee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeestense 14,588,380 —12.0 
Mutual eeeeererereeeeeeeee tees 7,672,200 +5.2 
$80,583,170 —15 





So They Can Watch On-Spot Benefits 





Ford Dealers’ recent cancella-+— 


tion of the hour-long CBS-TV dra- 
matic series and its one-day-a- 
week pickup of the “Kukla, Fran & 
Ollie” NBC-TV show, highlights 
the increasing antipathy of deal- 
ers toward pouring their coin into 
network programming. It’s par- 
ticularly apparent among those in 
the automotive field, who would 
rather put their chips on local pro- 
gramming. Coin for these spon- 
sored shows are put into the net- 
work kitty by the thousand or 
more dealers involved. They would 
rather see it channelled into local 
levels, where they can watch the 
on-the-spot benefits, rather than 
contribute toward the cost of ‘net- 
work programming. 

Ford Dealers, up to now the 
heaviest spenders in video among 
the automotive fraternity, are set- 
tling for a single network show- 
case—the James Melton show, de- 
ciding, instead, to invest their coin 
in local spots and programming. 
Situation reprises that of the 
Chevrolet Dealers, who staked one 
of the initial claims in major T 
network g, but a 
now exclusively riding the local 
channels. 

Trend of dealers toward local 
programming is also evidenced by 
Coca Cola bottlers, who have de- 
cided to splurge heavily on a 
strictly-local level. 


US. Army Buys 





"6G Frankie Laine 


i The US 
dio’s best jee 
after negotiating 
bankrolling of Bill Stern’s sports 
show, the Army, on behalf of its 
recruitment drive, made a deal 


rmy is becoming ra- 


with CBS for a new half-hour Sun-’ 


day afternoon musical. show 

Program, a CBS askiae: ‘budg- 
eted at $6,000-a week, will star 
Frankie Laine, with.a_ different 
band and guest. femme singer each 
week. Program goes into the 4.30 
, 5 p.m. Sabbath ie petiod starting 

in the fall. 

Deal was negotiated through the 
Grant agency. 

Deal was also. set last week for 
Army to pick up ABC’s “Game Fe 
the Week” footballcasts, Oct. 1 
through Nov. 24. Harry Winker 
and Jim Gibbons will handle the 
mike chores. ! , 


Eldridge Changes Mind, 
Stays Glued to. GF 


Clarence Eldridge, manager of 
Operations for General Foods and 
formerly advertising-sales. execu- 
tive in the cereal division, has had 
a change of heart about switching 
over to the Sullivan, Stauffer, Col- 
well & Bayles agency. He will re- 
Main with GF, moving into a new 
and higher operational sphere, re- 
Meads as overall director of ad- 
e 

Eldridge was slated to move inte 

vice- 





a 
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Declare Yourself, Bub 


Following last week’s revela- 
tion that CBS radio and tele- 
vision were due for a “split 
down the middle” in the web’s 
projected reorganization, in- 
variable greeting among em- 
ployees has been: 


“Are you AM or TV?” 


CBS Reshuffle 
Held in Abeyance 


Pending ‘Study 


Projected CBS administrative re- 
organization. to effect a complete 
split down the middle has been 
pushed back, primarily because of 
a manpower situation. Finding 
the right person to head up the 
CBS radio. network, for example, 
has thus far stymied the web 
chieftains, with likelihood that 
someone from outside the organi- 
zation will be brought in. (Jack 
Van Volikenburg, head of AM-:'V 
sales for CBS, is scheduled to 
move in as CBS-TV president un- 
der the separation plan.) 

Liengoesgy hy meeting of alge of- 
ficers of the. a week, 
CBS president Frank Stanton is- 
sued the following statement: 

“A number of rumors have been 





“We are considering plans to 
take aan bf the oo of 
our expan operations an 
future growth, but we have de- 
eided that a completely satisfac- 
tory. plan has yet to be evolved. 
“Further, we have concluded 
that it would be undesirable, with- 
out substantial further study, to 
put into effect any general reor- 


ganization.” 


Crutchfield to Greece 
As US. Radio Emissary 





to advise Greek radio on American 


cialist on a Smith-Mundt grant un- 
der the leader and specialist 
gram of the Exchange of 
Division. 

Under this program U. S. spe- 
cialists are sent overseas to assist 


Persons 








AGENCY IN BURN 
ON JONES BYPASS 


A serious schism nas developed 
between Music Corp. of Ameriea 
and NBC which, it’s anticipated, 
may develop into a fullblown show- 
down on the future relationship 
between talent agencies and net- 
works. It’s no secret within the 
trade that for some time now there 
has been'a widening rift over the 
move-in of the major talent agen- 
cies on network programming to 
a deBree where, the webs now con- 
tend, talent costs are spir, g out 
of all reason and percentages are 
being extracted by the agencies on 
such items as scenery and camera- 
men 

While the MCA-NBC feeling has 
been simmering for some time, the 
blowoff came last Thursday night 
when NBC concluded negotiations 
with Spike Jones for the latter’s 
series of “Colgate Comedy Hour” 
shows next season. NBC by- 
passed MCA on the deal, negotiat- 
ing directly with Jones. MCA, it’s 
reported, blew its top-and, accord- 
ing to a network exec, has threat- 
ened reprisals. This may take the 
form of MCA keeping Dean Martin 
& Jerry Lewis, MGA’s hottest TV 
property, off the initial Colgate 
show in September—a_ booking 
NBC is gunning for to give the ’51- 
"52 Colgate season a fullblown 
preem. 


NBC contends' it was justified | 


in its action in dealing directly 
with Jones because ‘awyers had 
previously ascertained that the 
comic maestro was not committed 
contractually on paper to MCA, 
even though the agency is getting 
its commission on the series of 
bookings. Fact that MCA was 
counted in on the previous Spike 
Jones-NBC negotiations a year ago, 
under the same existing relation- 
ship between Jones and the agency, 
is said to have induced the present 
burn. 

Bitterness between the network 
and MCA has cropped up peri- 
odically in the web's negotiations 
with talent identified with the 
agency. The altercations, it's said, 
have embraced dealings with. Dinah 
Shore, Beatrice Lillie and Abbott 
& Costello; and NBC maintains 
that in the initial negotiations with 
Martin & Lewis, when the comic 
duo themselves with MCA, 
the web psa into a situation 
where it 

good” 


unless a satisfactory solution 


i 


Thomas, Eddie Cantor, “Saturday 
to| Night Revue,” et al), while it’s 
an open trade secret ‘that MCA’s 


d shajor t thrust in the broadcasting 


picture has leaned toward CBS. 


NBC Paying Spike Jones 
Flat $200,000 for Five 
60-Minute Video Shows 


June 26. 
Spike Jones tees off his 195}- 
52 television activities Sept. 16 on 
the Colgate series on NBC-TV, first 





Sixty-minute shows are going for 
the same price Jones was paid for 
his live teledebut “ the Colgate 
comedy series last February, a flat 


pro- | $40,000. Jones will supply, all the 


talent with NBC. agreeing to pay 
additional acts or guests if it wants 
them on the show. 

Meanwhile, pair of vidpix which 
Jones made. experimentally last 


this| year at a cost of around $17,000 


each are‘still on the shelf. Whether 
the NBC deal for live shows will 
force the films off the market is 
u..known. 

Deal was set directly with NBC 
execs in New York by Ralph Won- 
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‘Molly’ to NBC? 


Don’t be surprised, goes the 
talk, if Gertrude Berg, creator 
and star of “The Goldbergs,”’ 
winds up with her TV show 
on NBC in the fall. Miss Berg . 
is reportedly plenty miffed 
over CBS’ failure to block out 
a prime time half-hour time 
segment for her show in the 
wake of the General Foods 
cancellation. GF is retaining 
the Monday night 9:30 period 
for another show as yet un- 
picked. 

CBS’ exclusive on Miss Berg 
and “Goldbergs” reportedly 
expires in August. She's off 
TV for the: summer and leaves 
next week for Europe. 


Decline & Fall Of 
‘AM Moppet’ Cues 
Cott Clarion Call 


A‘call for radio to go after juve 
listeners who represent the next 
generation of the AM audience was 
voiced by Ted Cott, WNBC, N. Y., 
general manager, at the Broadcast 
Music, Inec., program clinic last 
week. 

Both radio and the films are 
faced with the same problem—the 
fascination which video has for the 
kids—Cott said. Tele has scored 
great successes, Cott’s argument 
runs, because the youngsters have 
insisted on their parents buying 
sets. 

In its early days radio gave 
cream time to children’s shows; 
such as Walter Damrosch‘’s music 
appreciation series and Columbia’s 
school of the air. Today, however, 
radio has to a large extent abdi- 
cated the moppet market to tele, 
according to Cott. The danger of 
this policy is that large numbers of 
young Americans—glued to their 
TV screens—will grow up without 
being indoctrinated in  radio’s 
values. 

To counter this trend Cott ap- 
peals for networks and stations to 
give more attention to the needs 
of youth. His plea to the BMI 
clinie for radio “to get °em young” 
as a means of insuring its future 
health drew a big response. 

WNBC has launched an “Opera- 
- Sandpile” designed to snag 

the toddlers and teenagers. On 





Disney disk jockey show. Together 
with the outlet’s “Lady In Blue” 
June Winters and Jackie Robinson 
— web has 90 ng on Saturday kid- 
pve Sg On Sunday the 

key beams “Comic Weekly soe 
and the Jack Arthur show for kids. 


? 9 
COWAN’S ‘MERCURY 

General Mills, already a heavy 
sponsor on ABC, has bought a 
new stanza, “Mr. Mercury,” to be 
aired on the AM web Tuesdays at 
7:30-8 p.m. starting July 3. 

Louis G. Cowan production will 
be .directed by Sherman Marks 
and written by Lou Scofield and 
Ken Pettus. “Mercury” is a for- 


mer Olympic champ who joins a 
circus as an undercover crime 
— for the Government. geo 

e 








| Agency is Knox-Reeves. 


Saturday (30) station starts its Walt 





CBS ‘Blocks Out’ Top Properties As 
Clients Without Shows Grab Time; 
Slot-Less Levenson Gets No. | Priority 


™“ 
¥ 


CBS pulled up short this week 
when it discovered that its few re- 
maining nighttime TV availabilities 
were being disposed of to clients 
who were holding the network. at 
arm’s length on making program 
commitments. As a result, CBS 
found itself in the somewhat awk- 
ward position of having virtually 
blocked out such surefire items as 
Sam Levenson and “The Gold- 
bergs” since, even if clients did 
come along there would be. no 
more cream-time TV availabilities 
left. 

Unusual predicament arose when 
practically the two remaining 
choice tim: slots were sold by CBS 
to Colgate and Eversharp-Schick. 
Former grabbed the Wednesday at 
9 period without committing itself 
on-a show. (Tintair wanted the 
time for a-switchover of Sam Lev- 
enson from his present Saturday 
at 7 berth, and when the time was 
optioned to Colgate, Tintair in re- 
prisal cancelled out Levenson. 
Meanwhile the Saturday at 7 pe- 
riod was also sold to another 
client.) 

Similarly, CBS sold Tuesday at 
9 to Eversharp-Schick and in this 
instance, too, the client failed to 
commit itself on the show it would 
put into the slot. 

“Goldbergs” meanwhile lacks a 
time period and a sponsor follow- 
ing its cancellation by General 
Foods, which is retaining the Mon- 
day at 9:30 period for a lower- 
budgeted show. 

Rather than jeopardize Leven- 
son’s future status as the network's 
comedy find of the year, Frank 
Stanton, CBS prexy, it’s under- 
stood, has given him a No. 1 prior- 
ity listing on the next cream-time 
half-hour that becomes available 
for sponsorship. Meanwhile, the 
network is romancing Coigate as 
a Levenson bankroller for the 
Wednesday at 9 period. Colgate 
has been flirting with the idea of 
doing a video version of “Mr. and 
Mrs. North” in the period but it’s 
reported that CBS will frown on 
the move. 


Hummerts, NBC 
Falling in Love 


Sudden spurt of program activ- 
ity at NBC during the past week 
took on the appearance of a Hum- 
mert-NBC lovefest, with the net- 
work falling heir to three proper- 
ties off the Hummert beltline. 

NBC came to the conclusion that 
the “Hummert technique” (“Mr. 
Cameleon,” “Mr. Keen,” etc.) is a 
sound one in its ability to make 
friends and influence radio listen- 
ers. Network therefore purchased 
the new Hummert-packaged “In- 
spector Blackthorn” series, which 
will ride back-to-back with “Mr. 
Keen,” another Hummert property 
which NBC acquires from CBS. 
Both go into Friday night. 

In addition, NBC _ purchased 








work will sustain in the 5:30 te 
5:45 afternoon time _ cross-the- 


ucts, which recently cancelled out. 
Hummert shows are administered 


‘by Air Features. 





CAPSULES ARE HEALTHY 


Even Five-Minute Shows Pour Coin 
Into Web Coffers 








Economic Products, makers of 
Soilax, the cleaning product, saved 
CBS from a sales blank in radio 
this week. 

Company came through with a 
five-minute order for a Saturday 


billings on a 52-week basis. The 
rks aren’t turning down even 
|that kind of coin these days. 
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ABCIBS Boom Co-op Biz Cues 
Mouth-Watering CBS-NBC Hop-On 








With CBS and NBC preparing to + 


enter the co-ep program field, ABC 
and Mutuai, which up to now have 
had this form of ‘to 
themselves, both report booming 
biz in this type of sponsorship. 

Mutual co-op director Bert Hau- 
yer said that MBS co-op sales are 
now at an all-time high and the 
news co-opg have similarly set a 
record for the chain. Total/num- 
ber of programs sold on stations, 
for news co-ops alone, was 888, as 
of June 1. Comparable figure for 
June 1, 1950, was 534. This repre- 
sents an increase of 66%. 


Stations sold for MBS news co- 
ops break down as follows: Cecil 
Brown, 91; Bill Cunningham, 84; 
Cedric Foster, 174; Robert Hur- 
leigh, 79; Fulton Lewis Jr., 376; 
and “MBS Newsreel,” 84. In ad- 
dition, the new H. R. Baukhage 
newscast is signing up local bank- 
rollers quickly, Hauser said. 


Mutual’s “Game of the Day” 
baseball co-op has been signed by 
249 stations and has a total of 
2,646 local advertisers. 

ABC co-op chief Lud Simmel 
reports that» special events co-ops 
are doing very well. Web’s Palm 
Beach Golf Tournament on June 
7-10 was backed on 80 stations, 
twice the figure for 1950. 


‘Columbia and NBC are giving 
careful study to the co-op situa- 
tion. It’s figured that this form 
of programming can take them off 
the financial hook, to some extent, 
for sustainers. If a sustainer. is 
budgeted at $750, making it a co- 
op would raise the nut to about 
$1,000. However, if the show were 
bankrolied lotally on only half of 
the potential stations, the web 
would have to lay out only about 
$500. That would put it $250 
ahead of the previous setup. 


It’s pointed out, for example, 
that ABC shelled out $500,000 on 
“Screen Guild Players,” which 
failed to pick up a network backer. 
Had that program been common- 
wealthed, a considerable part of 
the coin could have been saved— 
and stations would have welcomed 
the opportunity to sell the show 
locally. 

The answer, according to indus- 
try toppers, is not merely turning 
existing programs into co-ops. An 
airer that will pick up just a hand- 
ful of local ‘sponsors isn’t worth all 
the bookkeeping and servicing it 
entails. Shows have to be strong 
bets for the local market. 


GE Buys Goodwin. 
For Daytime TV 


General Electric has bought the 
two-times-a-week 3:30 to 4 p.m. 
NBC-TV strip for a new Bill Good- 
win show in the fall.. It will mean 
Goodwin severing a longtime re- 
lationship with Burns & Allen (who 
do their TV show from the Coast). 
The Goodwin-B & A tieup goes 
back to their Swan Soap ‘commer- 
cial on radio. 

Goodwin will alternate in the 
time slot with the Bert Parks’ 
three-days-a-week General Foods 
Oddly enough, the new 
Goodwin show is the outgrowth of 





a “filler” show Goodwin did ‘tor? 


Parks when the latter was vaca- 


tioning last winter. Both are Louis , 


show, which was a sustainer. 


KALL, SALT LAKE, TO 
TAKE EDITORIAL STAND 


Salt Lake City, June 26. 

KALL, Mutual outlet, will kick 
off a new policy some time this 
week with three-a-day airing of sta- 
tion editorials. Station will use 
five minutes in morning, afternoon 
and evening local shows across the 
board to pitch its official stand on 
local, national, and international 
affairs. 

Aecording to George C. Hatch, 
gen. mgr., editorials are being in- 
itiated to keep in step with “a 
more aggréssive plan of program- 
ming of things radio can do to re- 
store its position” in the face of TV 
inroads. ~ 

About half'the comments will be 





b] ee 
Mennen’s ‘20 Questions 
Mennen Co., toiletry manufac- 
turer, has signed with DuMont to 
bankroll “20 Questions” for five 
years, Fridays at 8-8:30 p. m. start 
ing July 6: Agency is Duane Jones. 

Show will be produced separate- 
ly from the radio edition, which re- 


Lmains on Mutual (also with a five- 


year pact). In New York, show 
will be seen on WABD, the DuMont 
key. For the. past two seasons, 
when Ronson sponsored both AM 
and TV versions, the airer had two 
video outlets in Gotham, WJZ-TV 
(as part of the ABC-TV'‘chain) and 
WOR-TV, due to the latter’s tie 
with Mutual. 


Toigo's Exit In 





D’Arcy agency in New York has 
undergone a mild upheaval with 
the exiting of John Toigo, veepee 
in charge of the Gotham head- 
quarters. Toigo has been a_ vet- 
eran at the agency, moving in at 
the same time as Al Steele. When 
latter exited he took over. 

Major account in the New York 
“house” is Coca Cola, representing 
several million in billings. When 
the Coke bottlers, through expand- 
ed radio-television activity, . took 
on an agency recently, fact that it 
went to Esty agency instead of 
D’Arcy cued considerable trade in- 
terest. Whether it’s linked with 
Toigo’s exiting, however, is con- 
sidered problematical. 

No successor to Toigo has been 
announced. 


Everett Crosby (‘Fireside’) 
Takes Stump for Vidpix 
As Answer to Problems 


Ad agencies who complain about 
losing money on their live tele- 
vision operations could solve all 
their problems by switching over 
to film, according to Everett Cros- 
by, prez of Bing Crosby Enter- 
prises, which produced the origi- 
nal “Fireside Theatre” series of 
vidfilms and-is now ,working on a 
number of other properties. 

When an agency makes a deal 
for a live show, Crosby pointed 
out, its troubles just begin over 

factors as turning out a week- 
ly program, watching the costs and 
keeping a close scrutiny on man- 
wer. With film, on the other 
and, the ‘producers immediately 
assume all responsibility for writ- 
ing, di ng and producing the 
series and the agency is handed 
a@ complefe -program ready for 
| screening, he said. In addition, 
each yidfilm “can be canned far 
enough in advance of its airing 
date to make certain there are no 
fluffs -and that each is of top 
quality. 

Crosby outfit, which recently 
moved out of the Hal Roach 
studios on the Coast to switch to 
the Pathe studios at Culver City, 
dischesed that Groves Labs has 
bought the upcoming “Cry of the 





” 


City” for 15 markets after seeing 
ilot film of the series. “The 
Chimps,” next in line, is now being 
readied for open-end sale on a 
local basis. Other properties com- 
ing up include “Parade of Champ- 
ions,” a sports series; “Inside Foot- 
ball,” designed for airing prior to 
football telecasts. with famous 
coaches explaining the game’s in- 
tricacies, and a series on the 
“American Way of Life,” based on 
the documents that toured the 
ove last year in the Freedom 
rain. 


GE Buys ‘Symphony Hall’ 

New York branch of General 
Electric Appliances has signed a 
26-week pact for sponsorship of 
“Symphony Hall” on WQXR-AM 
and FM, N. Y., and other GE dis- 
tributors have bought the same 
program on the 13 FM stations of 
the Rural Radio Network in the 
state. 

Series starts July 6. Two sets of 
commercials will be used, one for 
LWOXR and the other for the rural 








angled towards local problehis!| 


D'Arcy Shakeup 





Franco to Weintraub 


prcneey tl eo 


Tame a ie ieee 


day (2) in. 8 Man 
an ve ca 
working in tadio ~ television, 


Franco is currently honeymoon- 
ig in Florida. 


TVA Sets Up Dues 
Pattern for Talent 
After 100-87 Vote 


Television Authority, which has 
found itself short of coin on the 
basis of contributions from its 
member unions, will get direct pay- 
ments from video performers. Pre- 
viously, only performers who were 
mot members of other unions in the 
Associated Actors & Artistes of 
America (4A’s), paid» nominal sums 
to TVA. 


At the New York membership 
meeting last week a motion was 
passed, 100-87, after much heated 
discussion, to adopt a temporary 
dues scale, It will also have to be 
okayed by TVA’s Chi and Coast. 
branches. .Final dues structure will 
have to be enacted by the national 
convention, which will be held 
sometime between September and 
December. Site is still undecided, 
but it most likely will be New 
York. 


Initiation fee for talent not al- 
ready in another 4A’s union, has 
been upped from $25 to $100. New 
dues pattern, which goes into effect 
Aug. 1, is as follows: performers 
making up to $2,500 a year pay $9 
per quarter; from $2,500-$5,000, 
$12 per quarter; from $5,000-$10,- 
000, $15; from $10,000-$20,000, $20; 
from $20,000-$50,000, $25; over 
$50,000, $40. The payments will be 
made only for those quarters in 
which the member works in video. 


~The new dues picutre raised sev- 

eral questions from members. One 
is that when TVA was first estab- 
lished it was not to be a dues- 
collecting. union but rather an au- 
thority: supported by. the 4A’s 
unions.» Now some members are 
squcwking because of what they 
term a “high dues: nick.” They 
point out that many are not only 
members of TVA but are also in 
American Federation of Radio Art- 
ists, American Guild of Variety 
Artists, Actors Equity, Screen 
Actors Guild, ete. Paying dues to 
several talent guilds can add up 
to a considerable sum, these thesp- 
ers beef, especially since most of 
the others have already raised or 
are raising their dues scales. 


Usual arrangement is for the art- 
ist working in several fields to pay 
full dues to his parent union and 
half-dues to others. However, TVA, 
which feels strapped for coin due 
to its big organizational activities, 
wants full dues from video talent. 

On the floor of last week’s TVA 
meeting some sentiment Was ex- 
pressed for “one big talent union,” 
which proponents of the idea feel 

reduce administrative costs 
and save the performers some coin. 


Coburn, Byington 
256 Vidpix Set 


Hollywood, June 26. 

Charles Coburn and Spring 
Byington are starred in a series of 
39 vidpix, “Bed and Board,” first 
of which goes before the cameras 
tomorrow (Wed.). Pix will be 
lensed on a three-day shooting 
schedule, with. an average budget‘ 
of $25,000 apiece. Space has been 
— at General Service Studios 
ere. 

Producer of the series is Mor- 
ris M. Wein, who isnalso financing 
the entire project. Director is Ed- 
ward Sedgwick and writers are 
Frank and Doris Hursley, who re- 
cently scripted the USO picture 
for Wald-Krasna. Show is pack- 
aged by Dick Orsatti and Irving 
Salkow. 











WILEOFF TO BAB 
Boston, June 26. 
John Wilkoff, for the past three 
years promotion and merchandis- 
ing director of Hub’s WCOP, has 
to accept a similar 





Pweb. Agency is William Schéeas Bureau. 


resigned posi- 
tion with Broadcasting annus vy 
1291.8 





Rupert Hughes Vidpix 


Series of half-hour dramas will 
be the initial project of the recent- 
ly-formed Trans-World Pictures to 
be filmed at Eagle Lion studio. 
Titled “Rupert Hughes Playhouse,” 
the veteran author will select the 
stories, among them his own, and 
act as narrator. Pilot slated to roll 
within a few weeks is budgeted at 
$15,000. 

Ray Sinatra, pianist and band 
leader, is, partner with Ron Free- 
man in Trans-World: Al Kelley 
has been set as director. 


Clients Alerted To 
| Video Rate Hikes 


NBC and CBS television webs 
this week notified agencies of in- 
creased time rates. Both webs em- 
phasized that the new rates actually 
represent a decrease cost-per- 
thousand, with CBS’ figuring at $3 
per thousand, while NBC’s comes 
out to $3.46. Advertisers who sign 
with either web before July 1, when 
the increases take effect, get the 
usual six-month protection. 

NBC’s boost applies to stations 
in all 63 markets. Indicative of 
the increases are the web's 0.&0. 
stations, which show the time 
charges up for WNBT, N. Y., from 
$3.100 per hour of Class A time to 
$4,000; for WNBW, Washington, 
from $750 to $950; for WNBQ, Chi- 
cago, from $1,650 to $2,000; for 
WNBK, Cleveland, from $1,050 to 
$1,275, and for KNBH, Hollywood, 
from $1,650 to $2,000. 

CBS is not jumping the charges 
for its o.&0. stations immediately, 
with its increases applying now to 
affiliate outlets only. The o.&0.’s, 
however, will receive hikes before 
the end of the year. Illustrating 
the pattern of the CBS increases 
are WNAC-TV, Boston, up from 
$1,250 to $1,700; WBTV, Charlotte, 
up from $300 to $400, and KSD-TV, 
St. Louis, up from $850 to $1,100. 


CBS, Lowman, Danzig 
Sued for 2606; Claim 
‘Boycott’ on British Pix 


A treble damages suit of $260,000 
Pe filed in N. Y. Federal Court 
against CBS and several CBS ex- 
ecs, including Larry Lowman and 
Jerry Danzig, charging conspiracy 
to keep series of British films off 
the market and failure by the net- 








the 
vision stations. Suit was instituted 
by MPM, a California Haag, aot 
which holds the American selling 
licenses on the British pictures. 

Plaintiff avers that it entered into 
a contract with CBS in 1948 which 
called for the web to extend its 
best efforts to exhibit and dis- 
tribute the product, which, it 
claims, it neglected to do. 

MPM also claims that it could 
have made arrangements with other 
nets, but couldn’t deal with them 
because of the CBS contract. 





Detroit, June 26, 
Leonard H. Goldenson, prexy of 


Kintner, prexy of ABC, and Robert 
H. O’Brien, secretary-treasurer of 
United Paramount Theatres, were 
in town to inspect WXYZ and 
WXYZ-TV equipment and proper- 
ties. 


Much curiosity is being expressed 
as to what position the merged 
radio-TV-film firm might offer: to 
Earl J. Hudson, president of Unit- 
ed Detroit Theatres, wholly-owned 
subsidiary of nited Paramount. 

A former film producer and ad 
man, Hudson has evidenced strong 
interest in television from the be- 
ginning. He was the first to use 
television in promoting films in 
Detroit. He inaugurated big screen 
television here. At the present 
time he has an .application for a 
TV license filed with the FCC. He 
6 a close friend of Goldenson. 1% 





United Paramount Theatres; Robert |. 





tion hearings, As 

July 9. Instead, it is weighing the 
feasibility of liftin the freeze” 
through written testimony, it was 
learned last week. 

Commission staffers met Friday 
(22) with members of the Federal 
Communications. Bar. Assn. . Com- 
mittee on Practice and. Procedures 
and discussed a proposal that briefs 
be filed by interested parties in 
lieu of direct oral testimony. FCBA 
has agreed to wait until the Com- 
mission has ruled. on its petition 
challenging the legality of the al- 
location plan, oral arguments ‘on 
which will be held: Thursday (28), 
before deciding whether it should 
recommend elimination of - hea. 
ings. If the plan is held illegal, 
there might be no need for a ree 
ommendation by the FCBA. But 
if, as expected, the Commission 
upholds the legality of the plan 
and the FCBA recommends that 
only briefs be filed, it is expected 
that the hearings will be dispensed 
with. 

Elimination of the hearings, it is 
now believed, is the only way by 
which the Commission can lift the 
freeze by its latest target date of 
Oct. 1. The volume of comments 
and counter-comments filed on the 
proposed. city-by-city allocations in- 
dicates a potential 900 appearances 
at the hearings. 

FCBA members have figured out 
that even on the basis of 450 ap- 
pearances, allowing an average of 
one hour’s testimony from. each, 
the hearings could -Gecupy over 
seventh months -(allowing . three 
hearings days per week and five 


(Continued on page 43) 





Three New Clients 


ABC-TV sales. vyeepee 
Thrower has wrapped up ane 
network. sales. Jacques Kreisler 
Co., which bankrolled “Kreisler 


weeks ago, has bought the Friday 
9;30-10 p.m, slot on an alternate 
week basis for “Tales of Tomor- 
row,” a Foley & Gordon science 
fiction package. Starting Date is 
Aug. 3. The agency is Hershon & 
Garfield. 

Web has also filled the Thursday 
10:30-11 p.m. period with two new 
backers. mate aaiaale rpets. will 

sponsor tson’s 
Home” show, at 16:30 <0 Dats 
Aug. 30 over 21 stations. ency 
is er & Cairns... be 
e p segment w 

taken by a "how" featuring nm 
Grange, for Florsheim 

Affiliates hohe ag ‘or + 


Each quarter-hour is 
the rate of 40% of the 
ly rate for the 30 minutes. By 
contrast, a single 30-minute show 
would earn an outlet only 60% of 


the hourly rate. 
“Holiday Hotel,” which Cluett 


been sponsoring alternately Th 
tm bp dl wh will Mae on 
July 5 by “Don 


ers. 





is for 13 weeks, every Sunday 
evening for half.an hour at 7:30, 
and tees off July 8, running until 
ey 30, when baseball season 
ends 

Kiner will Be assisted on the pro- 
gram by Bob Prince, w.k. local 
sportscaster and National League 
star’s business manager, wlio is to 


as announcer. 
On the Sundays local National 
Sar aaiad a Ps = will be 
ner’s portion e show 
filmed in advance, with Prince and 
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Sen, Johnson Wary 
‘Skin Deep Glitter: in TY Channel Bid 





Washington, June 26. + 


Without mentioning names, Sen. 
Edwin C. Johnson (D.-Colo.) told 
FCC last week there’s been “some 
intense drum beating throughout 
the country” designed to “stam- 
pede” the agency: into reserving 
Tv channels for education. “In 
theory, and at first blush,” he as- 
serted, “this proposal shines with 
great luster. As a practical matter, 
after close scrutiny, one observes 
that the brightness covers little 
ground and the glitter is only skin 
deep.” ' 
™, formal comments filed with 
the agency “to keep the record 
straight” with regard to his opposi- 
tion to reserving a VHF channel 
in Denver for education, in addi- 
tion to one in nearby Boulder, the 
S_nator said he wanted it under- 
stood he is not opposed to educa- 
tional stations “per se.” But as a 
former Governor of Colorado who 
is familiar with finances of educa- 
tional institutions in: his _ state, 
Johnson said, “I am positive that 
neither the University of Denver 
(which took issue with his opposi- 
tion) nor any other educational 
group will be ready during the 
next 10° years to apply for a 
license and state that they are 
‘fit, willing and able’ to operate 
a television station.” 

The Senator, who is chairman of 
the important Senate Committee 
on Interstate Commerce, said he 
has no doubt that TV. can play 
a real role in education but the 
problem ‘is to use the medium for 
th: benefit of education “now.” 
For this reason, he asserted, he 
has been urging that the Commis- 
sion require of all TV stations that 
a portion of their time be made 
available on a sustaining basis for 
educational purposes. 

Referring to the “huge capital 
outlay” required for constructing 
and operating a TV station, John- 
son said that colleges in his state 
“are having a most difficult time 
meeting their routine responsibili- 
ties, let alone assuming new 
burdens. 

“I know”, he added, “that theré 


may be a few. universities , and | nel. 


colleges. that are heavily endowed 
(Continued on page 38) 


oar Mestre’s 6006 
Cuba TV Splurge 


Goar Mestre, owner and opera- 
tor of Cuba’s major video entry, 
CMQ-TV, left New York oyer the 
weekend with receipts for $600,- 
000 worth of equipment, including 
four new transmitters, in prepara- 
tion for launching a network of six 
Stations extending from Havana to 
Santiago, ; 

In addition, Mestre, who shopped 
around for a couple of weeks, re- 
turned with a 16m kine recording 
machine, plus six new TV eras 
and a microwave relay it pur- 
Two 5,000- 





scope network” within the 
eight months, Since the 
eae of CMQ-TV less than 
months ago, station now enjoys 
SRO spomausiney status. 


Gruen Watch Fades Off 
‘Blind Date’ on Sept. 4 


With the move of the Gruen 
Watch account from the Stockton- 
West-Burkhart McCann- 
Erickson, “Blind ," which 
-“Tuen currently backs on ABC-TV, 
Will be con through the sum- 
ed but is cancelled out after the 


pt. 4 ‘ . 
Gruen hold on te the Thurs- 
day 9:30 p.m. slot on, ABC-TV. 
Meanwhile, Bernard L. Schu 

who packages the Ariene Francis 


Starrer, is pitching the stanza to 





RTH 
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Gargan to Mutual? 


Mutual, which loses “Martin 
Kane, Private Eye,” to NBC on 
July 1, msy turn around and sign 
William Gargan, who had been 
starred in the title role, for an- 
other whodunit series. 

MBS may schedule the program 
in the same time period, Sundays 
at 4:30 p.m:, opposite “Martin 
Kane,” which will be heard on NBC 
with Lloyd Nolan as the eye. 


Chi Educational 
Forces Combine 
For TV Channel 


Chicago, June 26. 
Multiple-pronged drive to secure 
a Chicago television channel has 
been set in motion by the radio-, 
TV section of the Board of Educa- 
tion, major universities and allied 
institutions. Working Committee 
for the Development. and Use of 
Channel 11 for Education in Chi- 
cago, comprised of education top- 
pers ahd civic leaders, has been 
formed to prep a pitch to the FCC 
for the Windy City frequency ten- 
tatively set aside for academic pur- 


poses. 

Besides George Jennings, direc- 
tor of the Board of Education's 
radio-TV ‘division, the group al- 
ready includes reps from the U. of 
Chicago, U. of Illinois, Northwest- 
ern U, Illinois Institute of Tech- 
nology and the Art Institute. ‘ It is 
being steadily expanded to encom- 
pon as many schools as possible. 
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PACKAGE BOYS 


There are increasin. signs of the 
advertising agencies moving back 


into production at an accelerated 
pace. There have been too many 
instances where they have been at 
the mercy of agents and package 
boys who control properties and 
who, at contract expiration time. 
have left the agencies and clients 
high and dry by yanking the shows 
from under them. 


Young & Rubicam, for one, is 
stepping up its production staff in a 
bid to “get off the agent hook.” 
The Y&R signs point to a heaithy 
upbeat in home-grown creative pro- 
gramming designed to vest within 
the-agency greater control of shows. 
Fact that the agency and its client, 
General Foods, suddenly found 
themselves stripped of “Aldrich 
Family” on TV, when the William 
Morris agency, which controls the 
show, maneuvered a swift deal for 
resale of the package to Campbell 
Soup at a reported hike of nearly 
$10,000 a week, didn't rest too well 
with the agency. 

As result, Y&R, still in posses- 
sion of the ex-“Aldrich” Sunday 
7:30 p.m. time on NBC-TV, has 
built its own counterpart of 
“Aldrich” for General Foods, star- 
ring Jackie Kelk, in a bid to in- 
herit the same audience, which has 
paid off with a 30-plus rating. 
Agency, by controlling its own 
show, figures it can avoid a recur- 
rence of suddenly finding a $12,000 
show spiraling to $22,000 a week 

wn at the mercy of the 
agenting party. 
Pulitzer Tag 


Somewhat similar situation per- 
tains to Y&R’s Schlitz client. Here, 
too, the William Morris agency was 
involved as packagers of the “Pu- 
litzer Prize Playhouse” series, which 
involved a $100,000 payment by 
Schlitz to the Columbia U. Pu- 
litzer School of Journalism for the 


&R recognizes the expense bur- 
in expanding its creative staff, 
the client is 

from outside 

only too glad 

additional costs. 

Fact that the Weintraub agency 
taking over the 

“Broadway Open 

which its client, Anchor 
regarded as 

having more than passing sig- 
nificance. Up to now NBC has 


been wrestling with the problem 
of trying to bring in a winning 
show following checkoff of Jerry 
Lester. 
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Horse Sense 

Harry Salter, music conduc- 
tor on ABC-TV’s “Stop the 
Music,” had a little trouble 
Thursday (21) afternoon dur- 
ing a rehearsal of the “Thanks 
for the Buggy Ride” number. 

Segment was lensed in Goth- 
am’s West 48th St. outside 
the theatre with Bert Parks 
and Marion Morgan behind a 
live horse. Salter and his men 
played the tune times, but 


the mare didn’t like the tempo. 
Salter picked up the beat, the 
horse neighed happily and the 
rehearsal went on smoothly. 
Orch leader observed after- 
wards, “The animal was right 
in the first place.” 


Set Mfrs. Still 
Shy Away From 
— Color Adapters 


ashington, June 26. 

Now that color is included in the 
pattern of commercial television 
broadcasting, big question here is 
what effect it will have on the re- 
ceiver industry. Will the manu- 
facturers now do what the FCC 
requested of them last fali when it 
proposed to adopt the CBS system 
—make new sets compatible for 
the color transmissions? 


The Commission had suggested 
that the factories put in “bracket 
standards” which would permit sets 
to be adjusted for a wide range of 
image transmissions. The manu- 
facturers advised it would require 
six months to a year to make such 
changes. * 

However, engineers say that the 
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SEEK TO BPIGS. (D.C Scns Clor as FOC Tams Do 
DuMont's Zero Hour Bid to Stall CBS 


Washington, June 26. 

Commercial color television teed 
off yesterday (Mon.) after FCC 
turned down a last-minute effort 
by Dr. Allen B. DuMont to post- 
pone the broadcasts until it has 
looked at new developments in the 
DuMont laboratory. 

Approximately 300 © ‘<rnment 
officials, reporters, advertising 
men and technicians viewed the 
New York origination on _ special 
sets at locations provided by CBS 
and WTOP-TV, the web's D. C. af- 
filiate. It was estimated that an- 
vther several hundred more saw 
the show.on home-made converters 
built by TV “hams” during the of- 
ficial demonstrations last year for 
the FCC. 


WTOP-TV expects to have re- 
ceivers in public locations later 
this week. For the present, 
WTOP-TV will carry only the 
morning color show from New 
York at 10:30. 


Dr. DuMont had telegraphed the 
Commission Saturday (23) he had 
observed operation of a tri-color 
tube in his laboratory and “for the 
first time” had seen color pictures 
he considered “eminently satisfac- 
tory and practical for home re- 
ceivers.” He offered to arrange 
for the Commission to see the de- 
velopment yesterday (Mon.) and 
recommended it consider postpon- 
ing commercial color broadcasts 
until it had made its observation. 

the request, as worded, indicated 
that DuMont only had a tube and 
the Commission, it was understood, 
was surprised at the request since 
it has frequently said it welcomed 
deve’opment of the tri-color tube 
as a substitute for the disk which 
limits the size of the CBS picture. 
Tt wes believed, however, that Du- 
Mont saw pictures with an RCA 
tri-color tube but what system he 
employed for receiving the color 
was not indicated. 

At any rate, the Commission ad- 
vised DuMont yesterday morning 
that it has established a procedure 
for consideration of new systems 
and that it could not consider the 
request as “proper ground for post- 
ponement of CBS color programs.” 

Simultaneously, the Commission 
issued a formal notice permitting 
com: TV stations to broad- 


(Continued on page 50) 


RCA Preps July 9 





patible color television system to 
the public with a series of New 
York field tests starting on July 
9. In contrast with the CBS color- 
casts, RCA’s will be viewable in 
monochrome by setowners, without 
the need of adapters or converters. 

RCA has not yet set the pro- 
it will use, but is await- 
to the CBS colorcast- 
ing shows. Actual broadcast times 
are still undetermined, but accord- 
ing to FCC regulations for experi- 
mental telecasting will have to be 
times that don’t conflict with 


Nae Wetoaperininnts the regular 
(Continued on page 43) 
Vs. CBS’ ‘Songs for Sale’ 


A $50,000 infringement suit 
against CBS was filed last week in 
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Behrens, § 
Burford Hampden, Somer 
berg, Maurice Tarplin; 
Beck, narrator; 
Broekman 


Writer: Joel Sayre 
60 Mins.; Mon. (25), 9 p.m. 
Sustaining 
ABC, from New York 

Bob Saudek’s ninth major docu- 
mentary, which covered other as- 
pects of the same general theme 
presented on the previous two 
airers (“Communism, U. S. Brand” 
and “Clear and Present Danger”), 
had a larger helping of entertain- 
ment-narrative values than its 
predecessors. Latest entry, de- 
signed as a study of Western 
European defenses, plugged the 
message that “today the western 
borders of Europe are the eastern 
approaches to the United States.” 

The story was unfolded around 
three central characters: Madame 
deMort, a Communist union chief; 
Bechet, leader of a free union, and 
Russell, an American engineer. Set 
in the locale of a Lorraine mining 
town, on the Franco-German bor- 


der, the vehicle attempted to mir- 
ror the cross-currents of local and 
international politics in terms of 
the events and issues affecting the 
miners and their families. 


Joel Sayre’s script kicked off 
with a mine explosion, in which a 
score of miners were trapped. 
Then it went into flashback tech- 
nique to tell of the debate between 
Madame deMort, who demands 
higher pay and scores the Marshall 
Plan as spur to an armaments race 
that will impoverish the people, 
and Bechet, who favors increased 
production as leading to prosperity 
and aiding defense against aggres- 
sion. 

A key tssue is the coming of the 
Yank engineer, whom Madame 
Bechet sees as a tool of Wall 
Street imperialism and whom 
Bechet welcomes ‘as an ally who 
ean increase production by 20%. 
After the tragic mine blast oc- 
curred, Madame deMort called for 
a strike to gain greater safety pre- 
cautions, but Bechet answered that 
the explosion was accidental (it 
was caused by a youngster’s deto- 
nating some old German bombs 
left in an abandoned section of the 
mine) and that a strike would fit in 
with Red politics. 


Narrative developed suspense in 
the segments dealing with the kid 
and the engineer wandering in the 
shuttered tunnels, the scenes with 
the trapped} mets 7, the on on 
rescue work, - made g ad- 
venture material. Airer also de- 
veloped inte in the political- 
economic ' ents, although 
these were’ plified into the, 
views of only two persons, Bech 
and Madame deMort. 

h iee hile gg ngs - ving 

andling w aps ha 
wider interest than a straight doc- 
umentary presentation, had the 
limitation of not being able to 
cover certain facets of the complex 
issues involved. For instance, 
there was no mention of the cur- 
rent peace feelers h are mak- 
ing the headlines and have an im- 
portant relation to the questions 
under discussion. 


Production, direction and_script, 
were slick. C. did a to “4 


acting job 
in 1 Gele 


SQUARE DANCE 
With 


Howard Maschmeier 
55 Mins.; Sat., 10:05 p.m. 
HIRES ROOT BEER 
Were, es 


BBD&O) 
Increasing bg Be He pois 
danc in the and 
ae Peapital Di country | terrific. 


in other sections ta 
gives new m an a toa 
segment of ttoners. seal reapsnee 
to an offer of a booklet on the.art 
is reported excellént, it being di- 
vid fairly well between urban 
and rural areas over a wide terri- 
tory. Curiously, weekly count is 
said to have — after a 10- 
cent charge went into effect. 
Recorded square dance music has 
an infectious rhythm bt the “call- 
ing” tends to become monotonous, 
when the listener is not feat 
ing. Possibly show would uce 
more pull were the time cu’ to a 
pal ae The shabiy toe period 
s long, except pro or square 
dance devotees.. Howard Masch- 
meier employs a straight rather 
than a folksy or corny approach in 
oe —, rea ing com- 
ments an ons, | . : 
senting the commercials?" Pabso: 


: Jack Wilson 
15 Mins.; Sat. 11:15 p.m. 
ustain 


Ss ing 
NBC, N. Y. 

The fastest quarter-hour in ra- 
dio marked the preem (23) of 
NBC’s nostalgic self-salute to its 
25th year as a network operation. 


Transcription technique furthered 
the rapid pace, made no less 
speedy by old hands at glibbery— 
that hardy perennial. Vincent Lo- 
pez and the ubiquitous Ben Grau- 
er, It was a happy combination 
engaged in a gay and sometimes 
sentimental lookback on NBC- 
AM’ery since 1926. 


Judging from the teeoff, the in- 
terview series could go on forever, 
since the net’s 2 es ago’ A is al- 
most limitless. Thus, by ov. 15, 
the actual anni date, the pro- 
gram is still on, it will only have 
barely scratched the surface per- 
tinent to the quarter-century of 
cross-country airings. The odd- 
time slotting plus commercial and 
seasonal factors do not. indicate a 
permanent niche for the show. Yet 
it is of such a high glossed slice 
of show biz character, despite the 
overtones which give the feeling 
that obsequies are being held for 
radio as a business (and being writ- 
ten off as a has-been by the more 
voluble TV protagonists), that its 
sustenance would appear manda- 
tory. 

The frame was helterskelter, 
necessarily so for proper introduc- 
tion of the series and development 
of the span it pretends to drama- 
tize. Grauer opened with brief 
backgrounding, then an old Ed 
Wynn bit was cut in, followed by 
a cull from President Roosevelt’s 
a announcing the attack on 

earl Harbor. . Sharp transition 
had Ken Carpenter in an exciting 
exchange with the late Graham 
McNamee on a Rose Bowl game, 
then FDR again in a clip from his 
famous “Rendezvous with Destiny” 
oration. Grauer must have brought 
memories to many a veteran lis- 
tener with a rapidfire color vig- 
nette on the passing scene of 1926 
—the era of Gertrude Ederle, Clara 
Bow, Renee Adoree, plus-fours, tin 
lizzies, crystal sets, DX (“distance, 
thdt is”), the Happiness Boys (Billy 
sones and Ernest Hare), ad in- 
finitum. 


That over with, the rest was 
largely a Lopez retrospective spree. 
Lopez with his familiar trademark 
“Hello everybody! Lopez speak- 
ing”; Lopez as synonymous with 
theme song “Nola”; Lopez recall- 
ing sidemen who were part of his 
orch—including the Dorsey freres, 
Artie Shaw, Glenn Miller, Rud 
Vallee—and gals who worked wi 
him such as the then unknown 
Betty Hutton; Lopez and Xavier 
Cugat, third violinist at Casa Lo- 
pez (“54th St. West of Broadway”), 
who latched onto Latin music there 


et| as a sort of private joke and who 


pyramided the new style into a 
bonanza; Lopez and the Ol’ Maes- 
tro, Ben Bernie, engaging in per- 
sonal barbs, friendly but stocked 
with oldfashioned TNT (Bernie 
was then fronting the Pabst Ca- 
sino at the 1933 Chicago Fair); 
Lopez and his location at the St. 
Regis. back about 1930 when Grau- 
er, after a mouth-watering hope, 
finally got a berth as announcer for 
the pianist-composer-personality. 

And then, of course, the Lopez 
with memories of Ruth Etting, 
Vaughn de Leatli, Rubinoff, Eddie 
Cantor. Kate Smith, Lanny Ross, 
(the WEAF war- 





Al Morev Exits WBBM 
For Schwimmer & Scott 


Chicago, June 26. 

Al Morey, for the past eight 
years program director and direc- 
tor. of program sales at WBBM, 
CBS flagship here, has resigned 
to join Schwimmer & Scott adver- 
tising agency as account executive. 

Morey is handling American Vit- 
amin Assocs. and Fox De Luxe 
Beer. Both accounts are heavy 
spenders in radio and TV, and 
Morey is handling 20 TV shows 





ar * About 100 radié- MhOWS Weekly. 


and Molly” is good hot-weather 
entertainment, not too weighty and 
quite easy to take. Comedy and 
song program has the thinnest 
skeleton of a story to string its 
gags on, but that suffices. Built 
around the veteran Jack Pear! and 
his Baron Munchausen creation, 
opening script Tuesday (19) had 
some gags that were as corny as 
the Baron himself. But they were 
nevertheless amusing, and in some 
cases downright hilarious. The 
Baron and his tall tales are still 
solid comedy, and even if there 
was an occasional straining for a 
joke, the give-and-take generally 
was very funny. — 

Pearl's comedy, timing, accent 
and spirit were excellent style, 
while Cliff Hall’s feeding was ex- 
pert and glib. The Baron was back 
from abroad, anxious to put on an 
opera. Hall steered him, first to 
Russ Emory, then to Mimi Benzell, 
amidst comic situations and amus- 
ing gags. Miss Benzell was good 
foil for Pearl, and further. distin- 
guished herself with two fine musi- 
cal renditions, “Ei Relicario” and 
“Vilia,” sung in a rich lyric sopra- 
no with some fancy ne nag see ad- 
juncts. Emery, an &ble baritone. 
contributed a fetching “Hello, 
Young Lovers.” : 

_In a brief mid-commercial, Pearl 
did a cute musical jingie, and Miss 
Benzell worked in a — plug. 

Tron. 


BLOCH PARTY 
With Ray Bloch Orch, Judy Lynn, 

Russ Emery, Chorus; Martin 

Sweeney, announcer 
60 Mins.; Fri., 8 p.m. 

Sustaining 
CBS, from N. Y. 

Replacing the “Songs For Sale” 
show which moves into a Saturday 
night AM-TV spot, this 60-minute 
session dishes up straight music 
without any gimmicks to hypo at- 
tention. If the quality of the mu- 
sic pays off, then this stanza should 
click. It showcases one of the top 
studio orchs under Ray Bloch’s ba- 
ton plus two solid vocalists in Judy 
Lynn and Russ Emery and a well- 
balanced choral up which adds 
depth to the musical presentations. 

Preem show accented standards 
for thé most in a well-rounded 
program. Mis:. Lynn was standout 
in her stylish workovers of such 
tunes as “You Made Me Love You” 
and “Would I Love You”. while 
Emery pro ably on the oldie, 
‘It Was Beautiful” and in a 
duet with Miss Lynn on “You're 
Just in Love.” ~Medleys from “A 
Tree Grows in Brooklyn” and 
“Porgy and Bess” scores were also 
spots for the two vocalists and 

e chorus. : 


Bloch’s orch unleashed several 
gli instrumentals on “Tur- 
key in the Straw” and “The Na- 
tional Emblem March,” besides 
batt gge, font backing for the vo- 
calists. tween numbers, Bloch 
engaged in some chatter about the 
be perc tunes with announcer 
Martin Sweeney but_the gab was 
brief and the music amply sus- 
tained the program. erm. 


DICK 
With Dorothy Kilgallen, Richard 


.| 45 Mins.; Sun., 11:15 a.m. 


WOR, N. Y. a 
After a two-week hiatus Doro- 


Scheduled to run until July 3, 
when. the Kollmars return to live 
broadcasts, the transcribed sessions 
will give the listener an ear-witness 
account of life in post-war Europe. 
In a factual, but casual, manner, 
the Kollmars relate vividly the ex- 
citement of a European trip from 
take-off time in N. Y. to arrival 


in .* Je rsed with 
Thinstie Ulaneaie the 
Kollmars keep the stanza lively 

teresting Oc- 


and in ser, we ge 
easionally they lapse“into a tale 
clicko pace 
immediately. 
The transcribed travelog will be 
continued on* WOR’s “Breakfast 
With Dorothy and Dick” show, 


which «1g. alas, MgRstRreFrly 


. 





; . warren awe y .|,format in which 
BRUNCH WITH ‘DOROTHY AND himself 


that doesn’t hold up in 5 
but Shanske the wae 


3 Writer: 
Writers: K. Wells, Stanley ~ ; Fri., 9 p.m, 
30 Mins., Tues., 9:30 p.m. CBS, from New York 
ae rg . Gene Rayburn and Dee Finch, 
» from (Gardner) who have won a goodsized local 
This summer replacement for| NeW York following with their 
the vacationing “Fibber McGee|reakfastime antics on indie 


WNEW, are filling the hiatus of 
“Hear It Now” on the CBS web. 
Present show is more successful 


than the series they did on ABC 
last summer, since they have added 
assets in the Johnny Guarnieri 
Quintet and vocalists Peggy Anne 
Ellis (also a WNEW personality) 
and Stuart Foster. The live per- 
formers lend extra values which 
overcome the hurdles of the disk 
jockey format, which (in view of 
localized tastes in platters) has 
never really click on a web 
stanza. 


Rayburn and Finch used a half- 
dozen disks on the kickoff Friday 
(22), all of them solid items—in- 
cluding Frankie Laine’s “Jezebel,” 
Hoagy Carmichael’s “My Resistance 
Is Low” and Tony Martin’s “I Get 
Ideas.”” But, as they do on their 
WNEW " they broke into the 
numbers. with whacky spikejones 
effects: a cow mooing, a snatch of 
“I Taut I Saw Puddy Tat,” a man 
asking for theaddress of the Mayo 
Clinic, etc. It’s all good fun, and 
one of the best parts of the entry, 
but the device was a bit over- 
worked. 


Duo also used some scripted ma- 
terial, such as a travel advice de- 
partment, a science department 
and other gimmicks intended to 
provide humor. Some of these got 
across, but others fell flat. How- 
ever, they’re all quickies and it 
doesn’t matter too much when they 
don’t register with full impact. 
Sharper scripting, added to the 
team’s natural flair for ad libbing, 
can make this a stronger entry. 

Miss Ellis: and Foster put over 
several tunes nicely, including a 
duet on “Pretty Eyed Baby,” and 
also fitted in well with the clown- 
ing. Guarnieri combo gave effec- 
tive instrumental backing. All in 
all, airer makes good warm weath- 
er fare. Brit. 


THE MAN FROM HOMICIDE 
With Dan Duryea, others 
Producer: Helen Mack 
Director: Dwight Hauser 
Writer: Louis Vitties 

Music: Basil Adlam 

30 Mins.; Mon., 8 p.m. 
Sustaining 

ABC, from Hollywood 


ABC’s summer substitution for 
“Inner Sanctum” is a novel meller 
in that its hero is a tough detec- 
tive rather than a tough shamus, 
In all other however, 
“The Man From de” shapes 
u va a pene _ on ge 
P. policing sc 
thesping departments. 


squad plainclothesman. His style 
is too clipped and too — to be 
entirely credible and voice 
doesn’t carry the hard-boiled cyni- 
cism demanded by the role. On 
cokes stanza (25) Duryea solves 
murders by 
hoodlums and - the 
femme _ involved. Louis itties 
script was ve and his 
choice of an interspersed narrative 
ea refers to 
in the third person was, 
at times, confusing. Other cast 
members met the script’s demands 
adequately. 
Basil ~Adlam’s. musical back- 
Soicht set the mood nicely while 
t Hauser’s direction -_ the 
stanza moving. 





initialer in a Forrest Willis 

the the same in- warn 

timacy “éase that prevail on| TRY, Trey 
macy ee ther se.| Forrest Willis, Albany area’s beat- 
ries from their New York) apart-|known radio voice, on a 


= 3 another sponsor, in 
T. Grant local store. He is 


go over familiar ground, one 
which has consistently divi- 
dends, money apd audie wise 


It is emphasis on public service, 
through isteeriows Pith represen- 
tatives of worthy causes, and tran- 





(not a 


re 
aco. 1 : 


RICHARD HARKNESS 

Producer: Richard Harkness 

15 Mins, 4 days per week, 12 (noon) 
Richard Harkness, et 

NBC network but a palate to 

wiie's neon fiering’ sles’ kote 
e’s noon ‘ 

telecast edited for femme. aM ante 

What gives show a nowal tise is 

commentator’s assumption, 

Mrs. John Q. is as aware: of the 

serious issues of the day as. her 

husband. 


of authority which lends authen- 
ticity to his words. In addition; he 
is sufficient)y hep as a newsman 
to bring tv the home screen the 
necessary background and sense of 
news ‘to boil the day’s events down 


rting and analysis. He follows a 
oose format, intermingled with 
side slants and new angles from 


to day. 

py, Py to be tried out on 
the Harkness show was a taped 
insert made the previous day at 
the Pentagon. four-minute 
film insertion, made as an experi- 
ment, proved successful enough 
for the station to schedule wee 
ne interviews with De- 
ense Department reps starting 
next week. Idea is to take wives 
and mothers into the offices of the 
then and women responsible for 
waging the war in Korea to give 
them a first hand look-see at what 
makes the agemen tick: At ini- 
tial Pentagon cut in, Harkness in- 
terviewed General Omar Bradley’s 
personal briefing officer. Latter 
revealed the detail in which the 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff is kept in touchwith troop 
movements. Though this partic- 
ular subject seemed somewnat 
technical for the hour and the ‘au- 
dience, idea is a sound one, par- 
ticularly with such subjects ‘as ‘to 
pers in the WACS, the nursés, the 
Marines, etc., skedded. ‘Though 
Harkness makes it clear that this 
is a filmed interview, it would be 
well for him to wear the same 
suit of clothes for both live and 
taped portions of show. Having 
him suddenly appear in entirely 
different garb shattered; to some 
extent, the spot news punch of 
show. 

In general, Harkness technique 
consis of teeing off with spot 
news, Intermingled with newsreel 
shots. At show caught, for ex- 
ample, Telenews shots of Rudy 
Halley announcing his political in- 
tentions were used. After going 

ugh the day’s headlines, com- 
mentator switches to human inter- 
est items, here, too, using film 
along with straight ap ee 

Show makes easy tening and 
looking. Harkness wisely avoids 
the pitfalls of m ng, handling 
the news in tforward, al- 
most matter of fact fashion. He 
is luckily photogenic, and dannily 
natural. With few top mid-day 
news shows available, this is a 
natural for network consideration. 





STADIUM SHOWCASE 

With Alexander Smallens: Mischa 
Elman, guest; John Dale, an- 
nouncer 


goes Bob co 
Mins.; Sun., 10:35 p.m. 
WNEW, N. Y. 
WNEW’s new summer series, 
—ee ‘featuring selections 
m the weekly programs of the 
Lewisohn Stadium, N. Y., concerts, 
is a good boost for the al fresco 
iy Genders GU eneune i's oe 
's opener, it’s more 
ag ag oe than" coum gz. Idea 
s to have Alexander Smallens, vet 
symph conductor, talk about the 
um, chat with one of the cur- 
rent week’s so: and play some 
excerpts from week's selec- 
tions. Naturally, 25 minutes doesn’t 
give much time for a variety of 


music, 
scat a , the 
was a little ha 
Two of the 


are not this 
week's ium schedule, and the 
off taken ther, weren't 
too or a Boa 
be en om saa. He's been 
e z 


cshe o agg fee tho 
season, a 

Stadium’s RnR book aiaa and 
interviewed Mischa Elman, who is 
_— (28) opening-night solo- 


. Elman talked about various sab- 
ects briefly, his violin, En - 
; swing music, and an artist's 


( : “ 
Tchaikovsky's Serenade in C,.and 


tithe lone work from this week's 
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Wednesday, June 27, 1951 . VARIETY 
ereees retrry “POPP CPOSTOOSOOO CFOS OCCe ae eee 
é' . : * | With Baker, emcee; Robin 
Tele Follow-Up Comment {| cers, surert zea ow 
werve-- t 4 ere es tee eT = »4 ion sent Goer 
Dean Martin & Jerry Lewis con- a mother rele seoting closer that, rr ¥ Lester Lewis; associate, 


tinued their sony rare. om NBC's 
Sunday night “Colgate Comedy 
Theatre” series. Duo have by now 
established the ves as one of 


so 
grained that virtually an 
they do gets over. Sunday’s (24) 
program wasn’t up to the standard 
of their previous shows. Aside 
from the’ opening gag, it was com- 
paratively slow in getting started. 
It’s ‘probable that they set such 
high statidards on. previous TV 
trips, that a viewer can get impa- 
tient with anything less than roll- 
ing on the living room floor. 


The opener was yock producing. 
After a healthy buildup for Mar- 
tin & Lewis, singer Tony Martin 
and fighter Joe Louis came on 
stage. It was a brief and punchy 
bit ‘which. eyen put deadpanned 
Joe Louis in the role of a comic. 

Probably, the highlight of all 
their shows is the finale when lots 
of time is left open for them to do 
virtually as they wish. Finale was 
highly effective with their patter 
and general mayhem getting a 
huge laugh quotient. 


Another sequence was reminis- 
cent of similar pes on other 
shows. This particular segment 
had Lewis running amuk in a Union 
League-type clubhouse. Other va- 
riations on previous shows had the 
same idea prevailing with the 
comic doing a similar stint at an 
exclusive dinner party. Repetition 
didn’t do the team much good as 
similar . effort on fresher idea 
would have paid bigger dividends. 


Major. outside talent came in 
the form of Janis Paige, who made 
a_bright impression with a tune 
“Those Old, Phonograph Records.” 


Aside from the pl s for the va- 
rious* Colgate products, team took 
the Nberty of putting on a few of 
their own. There was a pitch for 
their forthcoming picture, ““That’s 


show in Boston, one for their open- 
ing at the Paramount, N. Y., July 4, 
and other for Tony Martin at the 
Riviera nitery. Generally, M&L 
have been responsible for the zani- 
est comedy moments on TV. It 
was their finale for the season on 
the Sunday night show. 





For its next-to-last drama pres- 
entation of the 1950-51 season 
“Pulitzer Prize Playhouse” came 
up with a “Triple Play” consistin 
of three one-acters in the 9 to 1 

.m. Friday (22) slot via ABC-TV. 

ith veteran and ever-reliable 
thesps. Edna Best and Sidney 
Blackmer operating vis-a-vis in 
one entry and singling in the other 
two, plus neat adaptations .from 
originals of Pulitzer-cited John 
Hersey, Edna Ferber and George 
Craig, and plussed also good 


supporting casts, it. was pleasant 
summer fare. 

Curtain-raising “The Weak Spot,” 
by George Ke (Pulitzered for 
“Craig’s ife”’), TV-scripted by 


David Shaw, was a nice piece of 
domestic trivia turning on Edna 
Best’s_ superstitions being pooh- 
poohed by husband Sidney Black- 
mer. A fortune teller’s clairvoy- 
ance was dragged in to convert 
Blackmer into a su tious char- 
acter -himself. stars were 
handily supported by Ruth Mc- 
Devitt as the card-tesser. 


The second frame had. John 
(“Bell for Adano”) Hersey’s “The 
Pen,” arranged by David Davidson: 
This one found civilian engineer 
Blackmer venting his spleen on 
skipper of ship Bo for Yoko- 
hama when, upon returning from 
Shore leave at Pearl Harbor, he 
red his pen was missing. 
Series of tirades got him nowhere 
and all his fine re hon- 
were received 


some t . 
pes a comehcony nces —_ 
s nay nne w 
uncovered, the action _— ; 
lishing of points to give the e 
its sock were well contrived, and 
there was of “hot 
omas Chalmers and sailor’ Bill 
aniels ~~ ‘ 
As relief from light comedy, the 
“You’re 


as a 
creeping up and who 
young roles, LA 


part), and a young play- 


vignette of 
lost youth and newly found sense 
of age values. Jean Gillespie 


| stood out in role of the niece. 


Overall supervision by Joseph 
Moran and direction by Dan Petrie 
were skillfully handled and the 
cameras encased the three plays 
capably within appropriate decor. 
After one more “Prize” offering 
(29), bankrolling Schlitz Beer will 
go into a “film firsts” summer the- 
atre series. 





Ed Wynn finaled for the season 
on thes NBC Wednesday night 
series with a show in which the 
major strength was contained in 
an excellent act collection. The 
talent was booked in a manner 
that fit in generally well with the 
sketches and the outside talent 
gave fine performances. Wynn’s 
work, although in his usual in- 
ventive and ingenious vein, didn’t 
always hit with the expected im- 
pact. There were times when his 
gags were too subtle to be. con- 
veyed into the living room, but 
generally his efforts were good. 


Wynn always introed his talent 
in a. deft manner. is various 
gags gave the acts a good sendoff 
and he has the knack of providing 
a warm atmosphere for his col- 
leagues. There was good novelty 
with Baudy’s Greyhounds, an un- 
usual dog act, Landre & Verna 
executed some eyefilling ballroom 
routines and the Mazzone-Abbott 
dancers provided a fast apache 
touch to a Parisian sequence. 


One of the major disappoint- 
ments was the puppet sketch with 
Wynn, Laraine Day and Joseph 
Buloff. It was a reverse on the 
usual scene of this type with Wynn; 
and Miss Day portraying marion- 
éttes manipulated by Buloff. It 
was a cute idea, but rather diffi- 
cult to execute. It didn’t warrant 
all the time it consumed. 





NBC-TV’s “Philco Television 
Playhouse” presented an effective 
adaptation of Lloyd C. Douglas’ 
“Doctor Hudson’s Secret Journal” 
on Sunday (24). The novel deals 
with personal problems and. a 
man’s regaining faith in himself— 
and this provided a vehicle with 
depth and understanding of human 
character. 

Dr. Hudson’s career was threat- 
ened following the failure of an 
experimental emergency. operation 
he performed on his own wife. His 
daughter felt he had killed the 
woman and became a problem 
child, and he lost his nerve to at- 
tempt other operations. However, 
the self-destructive course of his 
life was changed when a success- 
ful sculptor told him that the 
secret of happiness is helping 
others and finally provided the 
doctor with the chance to fo ate 
himself through that same difficult 
operation on the _ scultpor’s 
daughter. 

It was a somewhat melodramatic 
treatment of the’ theme, and the 
windup was a little too pat, but 
the stanza held interest and had 
good delineation of character. For 
example, scene in which the sculp- 
tor’s daughter won over the doc- 
tor’s youngster had an understand- 
ing psychological approach. 

Cast ‘did a nice job, with Shep- 
perd ‘Strudwick as the troubled 
medico, Colin Keith-Johnston as 
the forceful sculptor and Barbara 
Ames as the latter’s daughter. 
Martin Brooks was a young me- 
chanic interésted in medicine and 
Marilyn Monk played a nurse who 
secretly loved the doc. © Laura 
Weber clicked as the emotional 
moppet, and Peters was 
the hospital chief. 

~Fred Coe’s production and Gor- 
don .Duff’s direciion had the story 
develop slowly at first and then 
pick up a faster pace for the wind- 
up. Jean Crowley’s adaptation was 
well handled and Otis Riggs’ sets 
were competent. 





STRAW HAT MATINEE 
With Mel Martin, Ol- 
, Dick & Pat, Ernie Lee 
Crch with June Perkins, others 
6@ Mins.; Mon-thru-Fri., 4 p.m. 
PARTICIPATING 
NBC, from Cineinnati 
Afternoon programming in the 
summer months is e to pro- 
vide a problem for the networks. 
It’s probable that they don’t e 
a sizable audience to be glued to 
the TV sets late afternoons during 
this period, and with the sampling 
given on “Straw Hat Matinee, 
their expectations are most like.y 
to be realized. Program subs for 
the Kate Smith show. 
. BF en is a thin show of 
-little consequence showing lack 
budget and any idea that can 
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: Alexander Leftwich 
30 Mins.; Mon. (25), 9:30 p.m. 
GENERAL FOODS 
CBS-TV, from N, Y, 

(Young & Rubicam) 

Phil Baker ventured into TV 
with a tired, overworked format. 
Taking the slot of the long- 
running “The Goldbergs” (same 
sponsor), actually it isn’t an ortho- 
dox summer fill, since the Gertrude 
Berg show has been axed, so that 
“Who’s Whose,” in trying to carve 
out a niche for itself, fell flat at 
the wrong time. Only intelligent 
savvy was supplied by baseballer 
Dizzy Dean, the celebrity guest. 
He’s a natural comic, no script 
needed. 


Show’s pattern is having the 
panel place a married. gal with the 
right spouse from ra ee on 
view and vice versa. y asking 
questions, they’re supposed to be 
guided toward the right conclusion; 
sometimes the nonentities on dis- 
play told a little about themselves 
or their spouses, It seldom made 
sense; and visually it was static. 

A dark, turbaned gent, called 
“Gunga,” tipped off studio and 
home audience on the proper pair- 
ings. When first called upon by 
Baker, “Gunga” was looking at the 
stars or the camera wasn’t paying 
attention, or both, but he was fi- 
nally trained upon and wasn’t very 
much in evidence again. 


There was nothing fresh or di- 
verting in the idea, as presented, 
and Baker’s patter bordered on the 
amateur. When one of his jokes 
egged, he wondered about how “my 
eight-inch brain looks on a 16-inch 
screen,” his best gag. It wasn’t 
the same rag Baker who 
sparked radio’s “Take It or Leave 
It” for so long. His reflexes were 
off. Dean showed the only visual 


'showmanship, and that was slight, 


by faking an embrace of the wrong 
wife, then switching to the missus, 
to grab a laugh that was desperate- 
ly needed. 

Apparently the production and 
direction got lost in rehearsal. It 
is possible they can do somethin 


with the entry, but they woul 


have to start from scratch. 


Pabst-CBS Set Unique 
Pattern on Louis-Savoid 
Playback’ for Home TY 


Pabst Beer’s regular Wednesday 
night at 10 fisticuff frame came 
onto CBS-TV last week (20) with 
little advance ballyhoo but earned 
itself an accolade for showmanship 
and interest. With Dennis James 
in the uSual~.announcing niche 
doubling over as interviewer, pro- 
gram featured films of the Joe 
Louis-Lee Savold fracas held five 
days previously (¥5) at N. Y. Polo 
Grounds and theatre-teeveed then 
on an exclusive basis by direct 
transmission to nine out of town 
theatres, with N. Y. shut out. But 
the idea of the screened reprise of 
the fight’ was .only part of the 
story. The meatier part and the 
one with compensation for home 
TV owners deprived of the simul- 
taneous ringcast was the appear- 
ance in the studio of the winnah 
and still ex-champion on the re- 
make for the title—Joe Louis him- 
aw He had kayoed Savold in the 
sixth. 


The unusual setup gave James 
a base from which to extract from 
Louis the intimate, in-fighting de- 
tails of what goes on during the 
intensity of battle and between 
rounds. Created was an atmos- 


of past-present action, so} J 


phere 
that a viewer not especially aware 
of the time element might have 
figured himself a witness to the 
June 15 event. The illusion was 
near-perfect, despite a tendency by 
James to question whether he 
should call cértain phases of the 
fight in the past or present tense. 
In many*ways the combo film- 
live setup sas superior to watch- 


‘ing’ the’ fight itself on the 15th, so 


the Pabst-Warwick-Legler agency 
combo appears to have established 
a pattern for upcoming’ lookbacks. 
when, as and if films become avail- 
able, and assuming that exclusive 
Theatre-Vision on big fights is here 
to stay. one was sparked al- 
most purely becayse .f Louis’ 
presence. The ex-champ’s honesty 
and candor in answering leading 
questions put to him by James 


were , ditto a spot by 
referee Ruby Goldstein, who con- 


of | tributed some corking inside stuff. 


ib 


For instance, when Louis was 
"=" “Cohittiued of ‘pagt' 42) +)" 


jand blended their 





CBS’ Premiere’ Colorcast Historic 


But Lacking in 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


Another milestone in video went 
into the records Monday afternoon 
(25) when CBS preemed its first 
commercial TV colorcast with a 
five-city cable hookup (New York, 
Boston, Philadelphia, Baltimore 
and Washington.) 


Initial public presentation, titled 
“Premiere,” was a full-hour (4:30 
to 5:30 p.m.) showcasing of top 
CBS personalities, including Ar- 
thur Godfrey, Garry Moore, Faye 
Emerson, Ed Sullivan, Sam Leven- 
Son, Patty Painter (“Miss CBS 
Color”), Durwood Kirby, along with 
Robert Alda and Isabel Bigley 
(“Guys and Dolls”), the N. Y. City 
Ballet Co., and Bil Baird Marionet- 
tes and Archie Bleyer’s orch. In 
addition, CBS board chairman Wil- 
liam S. Paley, CBS prexy Frank 
Stanton and FCC Chairman Wayne 
Coy weré’ on-camera for brief re- 
marks to signalize the important 
occasion. 

Considering the “historical” as- 
pects of the event, CBS’ initial 
entry into commercial colorcasting 
left much to be desired. Despite 
an awareness that only a limited 
few in the five-city range had ac- 
cess to the color signals that went 
out over the CBS stations’ regular 
transmitters (for example | only 
about 30 color receivers are avail- 
able in the New York area), Colum- 
bia’s rainbow. boys should have 
sparked the tint inaugural with a 
greater display of showmanship 
and overall production values. 
(Cost of the “Premiere” one-shot 
was estimated at about $10,000, with 
the 16 participating sponsors shar- 
ing the tab and paying a token 
time fee.) 

Obviously, major ‘interest fo- 
cused on the quality of color 





HAYLOFT HOEDOWN 

With Randy Atcher, Tom “Cactus” 
Brooks, Red River Rangers, Janie 
Workman, others; Ed Mills, an- 
nouncer. 

Digector-producer: Bill Loader 


‘| 30 Mins.; Fri., 9 p.m. 


FORD MOTOR CO. 
WHAS-TV, Louisville 


“Hayloft Hoedown” gives every 
indication of brightening up the 


local program setup, with the pick 
of local rustic talent combining 
to present a lively session of hoe- 
down music, square dancing, com- 
edy, and oldtime fiddling, a formu- 
la which is surefire for lookers in 
this area. 


Heading the talent list is Randy 
Atcher, cowboy singer and guitar 
player. Backing him on the vo- 
cals is a trio from the Red River 
Rangers and the House Sisters, 
youthful femme harmony trio, who 
are given more opportunity on this 
show than they have had on pre- 
vious’ televisings. 


Show got off to a fast start with 
a group of square dancers pacing 
through standard rustic dance evo- 
lutions. Red River Rangers pro- 
vided the ~ pee dance music, fid- 
dling of Sleepy Marlin being a 
standout. Old reliable musicians 
like Tiny Tomale, accordion, Bernie 
Smith, guitar, and others provide 
the string music so essential to 
square dance shindigs. Janie Work- 
man, gal warbler, photographs well 
and registers with her pipings, 
while Randy Atcher projected in 
a duet with Janie Workman on a 
religious so “If I Could Hear 
My Mother Pray.” House Sisters 
projected well on “Chicken Song” 
harmonies with 
on “Mocking Bird Hill.” 
an adept 
To Be a 


the 

anie Workman fun 
yodeler with “I'd Love 
Cowgirl. ” 


some good material to 
work with on this show, and his 
toothless “Cactus” character has 
become pretty popular with WHAS 
lookers. He brought on a washboard 
instrument for laughs, and had a 
well-pointed gag routine with At- 
cher which went over big. 
Commercials are filmed, and 
live portion is punched over by Ed 
Mills, announcer. Fades into the 
commerical were smoothly inte- 
grated by Bill Loader, producer- 
director. Full-stage tréatment was 
used during most of the show, par- 
ticularly for the square dancing 
and Red River Rangers Se 
but closeups were also used judi- 
ciously on the femme _ vocalists. 
Production jcb was well handled, 
show was adequately staged, and 
came over y without any 
sags and waits. Series looks to 
rank among the best of local sum- 


paex. productions,» tc dholdys | 


Sock Showmanship 
fidelity based on the CBS field 


the blessings of the FCC (as op- 
posed to RCA’s all-electronic, tri- 
color tube which was rejected after 
protracted D. C. litigation). 


Bypassing the relative merits of 
the RCA-CBS systems and based 
solely on the hour of colorcasting 
that emanated from CBS’ 105th 
street studios in New York (and as 
witnessed by the agency-client- 
network-newspaper-mag fratérnity 
assembled before a dozen color re- 
ceivers at the CBS studios on East 
52d street, N. Y.), Columbia’s col- 
orvision projection on the commer- 
cial preem was strictly hit and 
miss: Through the initial 10 min- 
utes, during which Arthur God- 
frey ballied the products of hig 
black-and-white sponsors and 
strummed a guitar, and into the 
Paley-Stanton-Coy congratulatory 
session, the viewer was conscious 
of a noticeable lack in contrast be- 
tween the blue and green colors 
which predominated; even to the 
extent that it seemed. as though 
the CBS system was limited to a 
two-color process rather than 
three. f 


There. was, however, an apparent 
pickup in fidelity with the entrance 
of Faye Emerson, who, between 
flitting from Pepsi-Cola (her spon- 
sor) to Picasso, then’ Hopper and 
Renoir, for a word picture of their 
color blessings, emerged with add- 
ed videogen‘c values via the color 
cameras. There's little doubt that 
Miss Emerson will find her niche 
in the realm of colorcasting, but 
here, too, there were moments 
when the tint projection played 
havoc with her hair, which at times 
revealed a two-tone job. From a 
comedy standvoint, Sam Leven+ 
son’s bit with Miss Emerson gave 
the program a lift, but with ma- 
terial that’s just as surefire in the 
black-and-white idiom. Same 
—_ to Durwood Kirby’s counelly 


The Robert Alda-Isabel Bigley 
dueting of “You’re Just In Love” 
(“Call Me Madam”)—an opposition 
musical to their “Guys and Dolls” 
—was practically tossed away, so 
far as tint virtues were concerned, 
with even the Gotham-panoramic 
background gaining little from the 
color display. 

Ed Sullivan (“Toast of the 
Town”) emceed the second-half 
proceedings, bringing on the Bil 
Baird Marionettes who reprised the 
E. Y. Harburg “Brotherhood of 
Man” number they did in the re- 
cently-shuttered ‘“Flaheoley”  le- 
giter. (Gayly-bedecked puppeteers 
are, of course, naturals for the 
color process.) 

Garry Moore, as with Godfrey, 
showcased a variety of products 
(Tenderleaf Tea. Aunt Jemima 
Pancake Flour, Duz. Ivory Soap, 
Chase & Sanborn Coffee, Rit, etc.), 
and clicked with the show's top 
comedy moments in a scene with 
Durwood Yirhy in an extravagant 
takeoff of TV’s pitchmen. 

George Balanchine’s N. Y. City 
Ballet Co. version of Ravel’s “La 
Valse” was, understandably, the 
piece - de - resistance, production- 
wise, and, perhaps for the first 
time, revealed color TV’s full po- 
tential in capturing the nuances 
and brilliance of “spectacle” dis- 
plavs. Obviously this will be one 
of the talking points in urging the 
public to “go tint.” 

Sullivan and the Marionettes 
came back for what should have 
been a more sock windup. 

There’s no doubt that color will 
hit its stride in TY’s inevitable evo- 
lution from black and white. The 


_| definitive answers were missing on 


many scores Monday. The “pasti- 
ness” of the faces, for the most 
part, indicated still-existing make- 
up and lighting problems. There’s 
no doubt that the full-tinted Lin- 
colns and Mercurys as ballied by 
Sullivan will redound sales-wise to 
the client who- deals in exterior 
shadings. Ditto the Revion lip- 
stick as “showcased” by a color- 
genic model. And those rainbow- 
hued packages won’t diminish the 
sales impact for. the General Mills, 
Wrigley, Toni Home Permanent, 
P & G, Standard Brands fraternity 
of bankrollers. In this respect, 
the CBS 60-minute performance 
did more to enhance the commer- 
cial entities than the program’s 
personalities. But in “Premiere,” 
color TV, as superior entertain- 
ment and from a _ transmission 
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“SN disitinn 1s gay, glamorous, exciting. 
Television is bright stars, glittering lights. 


Television is show business. 


But to you, the businessman, it is something else—it is 
primarily a medium in which to display and sell your 
product —not a catch basin for fantastic sums of money expended 


on lavish productions in the interests of show business. 


Examined in the cold, hard light of fact, an investment in 
television is an investment in advertising and as such must 


pay a return. It will, if you investigate television by asking ~ 
Is the rating worth the rate? 


Consider the case of the current TV advertiser who is 
spending $45,000 a week for the talent and production 
of his variety show on network N. His rating is 


24.7*—an audience of 6,916,000 viewers. 


6,916,000 viewers~+$45,000=154 viewers per $ 
f 


Does this make sense from your side of the camera? 

Hardly, when you examine the job “Hands Of Destiny” 

is doing via: the Du*Mont Television Network—with a 10.1* 
rating and a $5,000 weekly talent and production cost. 


1,941,000 viewers +$5,000 = 388 viewers per $ 
Du Mont has good “prime” time available—time adjacent 


to established programs such as “Hands Of Destiny,” which can 
be made to pay an equitable return on your advertising investment. 


Du Mont 


TELEVISION NETWORK 

62 AFFILIATED STATIONS 

A DIVISION OF ALLEN B.Du MONT LABORATORIES, INC: 

515 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 22, N.Y. + PHONE: MU 8.2600 


Is THE RATING WorTH THE Rate? Write today for a free copy 
of the Du Mont “Cost Per Rating Poirit Pocket Piece”, 
and evaluate your television investment. Write: Network Research Department. 


“Videodex Feb. 1951 
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Television 


Chatter 








New York 

John Carradine stars in ‘Case 
of Upright Man” on DuMont’s “El- 
lery Queen” tomorrow (Thurs.) . . . 
William Holland, prez of Hyperion 
Films, negotiating with indie pro- 
ducer John Kullers to make series 
of vidpix-on prison life, “In My 
Cage” ... Norman Baer is writer 
and production supervisor on 
WABD’s Vincent Lepez show . 
“Sammy Kaye Show,” for Lambert 
Co., starts on CBS-TV in the Sat- 
urday 7-7:30 p.m. slot July 28... 
Vocalist Molly Lyons has joined 
cast of Ted Steele’s WPIX stanza 
.. . Sandy Becker featured on 
“Armstrong Theatre” Saturday (30) 
and moves into emcee spot on 
“Telephone Game,” WCBS-TV 
July 2 (Mon.). . 

Announcer John Lotas and Mrs. 
(former actress Harriet Citrin) ex- 
pecting child in October . . . Nelson 
Case signed to announce the Ches- 
terfield summer show replacing 
Perry Como on CBS-TV starting 
July 2... Edward Roberts Carroll, 
former head of DuMont’s tele tran- 
scription department, has joined 
Vidicam Pictures as veepee-gen- 
eral manager . . . Charles F. Hol- 
den has been upped to assistant 
national director of program pro- 
duction for ABC-TV. Ward Byron, 
executive producer, continues to 
report to Holden .. . Toni Mendez 
has licensed manufacture of “Tom 
Corbett, Space Cadet” caps... 
Bob Shepard to do Camel’s “Man 
Against Crime” and “Camel News- 
reel” commercials ... Ray Morgan 
inked for DeSoto’s “It Pays To Be 
Ignorant” this summer ... Rex 
Marshall working on a novel be- 
tween tele assignments... 

Freddy Martin, whose show for 
Hazel Bishop lipstick starts on 
NBC-TV July.12, has inked Mary 
Mayo, Sue Bennett and Jo Sulli- 
van as vocalist-guests in succession 


Donahue, Jr., upped to assistant 
TV sales manager of Katz agency, 
vice Don L. Kearnéy, who becomes 
TV program manager... Pvt. Lar- 
ry Winkler, formerly with DuMont, 
now on active duty with army sig- 
nal corps at Camp Gordon, Ga.... 
Victor Borge named outstanding 
radio, tele and concert star at 
gathering of Swedish societies in 














Scarsdale last week . . . Herman 
Hickman of Yale and “Celebri 
Time” and Len Carey, BBD& 
account exec, -were in Cleve 
Monday (25) visiting sponsor B. F. 
Goodrich ... Ed Herlihy and Susan 
Shaw will sub for Tex and Jinx 
McCrary on fhe latters’ WNBT 
show during their vacation in July 
... In a reshuffling of General 
Artists Corp.’s TV department, Ray 
Sackhein has been upped in TV 
guest shots replacing Jay Michaels 


- | who moved into TV packages. 


Hollywood 


Disciplinary committee of Screen 
Writers Guild has warned members 
not to take less than SWG mini- 
mum of $500 for two weeks work 
on TV writing jobs ... Walker Pro- 
ductions has packaged 30 minute 
telepix series, “I Want to Be Mar- 
ried.” . . . Construction of new 
studio is skedded by telepix pro- 
ducer Carl Dudley, who has bud- 
geted $150,000 for start of expan- 
sion. spree. Prexy of Dudley Pic- 
tures Corp. and Dudley TV Corp. 
makes color pix only ... Radio 
and Television Directors Guild 
postponed election of officers until 
July 10, when annual session held 
last week lasted so late members 
never got to the vote ... Jerry 
Fairbanks Productions is complet- 
ing “The Mount Clements Story,” 
U. S. Air Force telepic, documen- 
tary to be released in August to 
all videoutlets ... A referendum 
upping member contributions to 
pension fund from 60 cents a 
month to $1.60 was passed unan- 
imously at membership session of 
IBEW, paving way for possible up- 
ping of benefits from present $50- 
a-month level . . . “Hometown Hay- 
ride,” hourlong western telecast 
toplining Carolina Cotton, teed off 
on KTTYV, on sustaining basis. Tex 
Williams guestarred ... Martin 
Milner replaced Richard Jaeckel in 


tt | “T.K.O.,” Bigel Theatre telepic at 


Jerry Fairbanks studio . . . Robert 
Reid is new sales manager of Walk- 
er Productions, new telepix firm 
... . Richard Avonde is lead in 
“The Man In the Iron Mask,” color 
telepix shot by Revue Productions 
as part of “Stars Over Hollywood” 
series... J. J. Franklin of Frank- 
lin Television Productions has 
inked pact with AFM prexy James 














anned 
promotion pic at a cost of $7,000, 
sees coped al ae “tne 
agency Dp’ an er e- 
buyers in east. a4 


Paramount Baar its gates to 
television producers, permittin 
them to come into the studio an 
shoot anything except stars. Vid- 
pix can show studio execs, behind- 
the-scenes -workers and others, or 
interview them, as long as studio 
feels telefilm being lensed has a 
good publicity peg .. . Fred Amsel 
acquired rights to package and 

reduce “The Don Budge Show” 
or national television: syndication. 


Chicago 

NBC-TV has decided to sustain 
Chi-originated “Zoo Parade” dur- 
ing Quaker Oats hiatus. . .WNBQ’s 
Sunday evening Jewel-sponsored 
show is tagged “Curiosity Club” 
not “Curiosity Shop” as erratumed 
last week ... Don Norman, KNBH, 
Hollywood, sales: chief, and Dick 
Eisiminger, station's ad-promotion 
manager, here last week roadshow- 
ing color film on the Coast TV 
market for time buyers ... Angel 
Casey to sub for Dorsey Connors 
as WNBQ commentator when latter 
leaves for Europe July 14... 
After lining up another 13-week re- 
newal from Bordens for the “Bor- 
dens Music Bowl,” daily show on 
WBKB, packager Herb Laufman 
entrained for a Coast hiatus... 
T. Stanton Fremont of the Chicago 
Westinghouse branch named chair- 
man of the Electric Assn.’s radio- 
an aremation ... Andy Christians, 
McCann-Erickson producer on the 
NBC “Wayne King” show off next 
week for a Connecticut vacation 
... Frann Weigle launched a quar- 
ter-hour daily sports roundup on 
WGN-TV for Walton Motors... 
Although set sales during May 
were down to 4,669, Milwaukee TV 
circulation is now up to 243,193 ac- 
cording to monthly WMTJ-TV sur- 
vey .. . American Vitamin Asso- 
ciates dropped Bill Irvin’s Thursday 
night interview session, replacing 
with Carrot Top Anderson film on 
WGN-TV. California Fruit 
Growers Exchange taking a daily 
participation ride starting next 
week on WNBQ’s “Norman Ross 
Varieties” . . . WGN-TV director 
Sheldon Cooper departed last week 





WGN is your Gowce Gay in Chicago / 


if you're buying any other station in Chicago 
you are losing a great bonus audience. 


WGN reaches 260,100 more homes one or more 
times a week than the next station in the daytime.* 


WGN reaches 302,750 more: homes one or more 
times a week than the next station in the nighttime.* 


a 


Figure tf out...in 13 weeks WGN delivers a Bonus Audience 
the size of the city of Chicago. 


"1949 BMB 


for a Cuba vacation. 





A Clear Ghannel Station... 
Serving the Middle West 
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Eastern Sales Office: 220 East 42nd Street, New York 17, N. Y. 
West Coast Representatives: Keenan and Eickolberg 
638 S. Van Ness Ave., Los Angeles 5 » 235 Montgomery St., San Francisco 4 
710 Lewis Bidg., 333 SW Oak St., Portiand 4 
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Inside Stuff—Television 


. New York Times this week is running a series of seven feature 
ticles on television. Written by radio-tele editor Jack d, the pier 
include reports from Times ents in over 200 cities, 


corresponden , 

Surveying video’s effect on the film boxoffice, the Times estims:,. 
that there has been a drop of 20%-40% in tele centres, with a dip og 
about 10% in areas without TV, the latter due to the higher cost o 
living. Times cites the shuttering of theatres (134 in southern (qj, 
fornia, 55 in Metropolitan New York, 61 in Massachusetts and 64 in 
the Chicago area), but adds that many of the closings can be attri 
to outmoded buildings and competition from new houses and ozoners, 

Articles, which detail TV’s “unparalleled impact” on leisure, reading 
culture, family life, etc., notes that the visual medium has also 
a political factor of paramount importance. President Truman and 
Governor Dewey are reported as paying iribute to its political potency 
but as warning against its use in legislative and judicial sessions on 
the grounds that it might turn them into “Roman holidays.” 





RCA Victor in conjunction with the University of Pennsylvania yj) 
conduct a 10-week training program in electronics engineering for a 
selected group of 15 combat officials from the U. S. Army Ground 
Forces. Study course starts June 25 and ends Sept. 7, and will be give, 
at the company’s Camden plant. The officers will be assigned to 
various engineeririg divisions of the RCA Victor plant, as part of the 
civil schooling program for Regular Army officers. In the fall, they 
will return to Penn to complete their studies for masters degrees in 
electrical engineering. 

The tour of duty with RCA is designed to train Army combat per. 
sonnel along scientific lines so they may evaluate new developments 
and apply them for use by the Army ground forces. The total training 
program will prepare officers for such assignments as teaching in 
service schools, formulating tactical doctrine and training troops ip 
the care and use of technical equipment. 





: pean wort a pl acquired video rights to the Baker Street 
rregulars, organization cated to the myste j 
Sherlock Holmes made famous. a5re ners sed 
Elliott Roosevelt is pitching the series, “Parade of the Detectives” 
to be produced by Elizabeth L. Calhould and Margaret D. Kersta and 
directed by Tim Whelan. Members of the Irregulars include many of 
the.top mystery writers of this country. Sherlock Holmes Society of 
London is also cooperating in preparation of the proposed show. 





“Left Field Forum, A Program for the Vast Minority,” is the title 
of a new series which ABC-TV is kinescoping. It stars Jim Moran, the 
zany public relations man who once led a live bull into Plummer’s china 
shop, sold iceboxes to Eskimos and hatched an ostrich egg personally 
(coincidentally with the release of the “Egg and I” pic), and Jay Mar. 
shall, comic, who goes into the Versailles, N. Y., shortly. 


Show is designed for 15 minutes cross-the- R ¢ 
Pad e-board. It’s a Lester Lewis 





After an absence of nearly eight years, Brian McDonald re 
Sunday (24) to the Wilkens Amateur Hour in Pittsburgh, + eed 
he m.c.’d for seven years up until 1943, but only as a guest. McDonald 
left the show to go with “Ice Capades” and happened te be back home 
in Pitt on a visit while ice revue was laying off at the same time ‘Ama- 
teur Hour was awarding its grand prizes, so he agreed to Pass out the 
checks. It was also a gesture to his niece, Gloria Bergman, known on 
the show as Jane Wilkins, who does the commercials and some of the 
singing and followed her uncle on the show several years later. When 
McDonald left, however, Amateur Hour was only on radio; now it’s on 
teevee, too, a simulcast from WDTV and WCAE. 





James C. Petrillo added another $150 to the eost of converting 
theatrical pix to television use with a ruling that that amount: be Se 
to the man who originally orchestrated the film’s score. Payment must 
be borne by the studio or producer selling the film-to video. Fee is in 
addition te the 5% of the gross payment to the AFM revenue fund 


American Society of Music Arrangers. ° 


, re ree peck in development oP ot ae 
being launched this week as “Shooting Stars.” Organization’ will malt 


a number of monthly screen tests | persons selected 

potentials for sereen and TV work. eT 
roup on as a personal management and liaison advisory 

service, not as an agency. Outfit is headed by Frank Mala 

ducer, arid Gustave Laumont, Belgian color ph anaah oad 








“A GREAT GROUP!” : 


Continued from page 27 ==" 
work out a pooling arrangement for 
use of the outlet. 

Factor likely to weigh rather 
heavily in the FCC’s consideration 
of the Windy City application is 
the standards maintained by the 
board of education’s FM station 
which is generally considered one 
of the relatively rare examples of 
effective educational use of radio. 

The pending ABC-TV merger 
which will result in CBS getting 
WBKB’s channel 4 provides a foot- 
note to the educational channel sit- 
uation. Earlier, when it looked 
possible that the~ network would 
have to accept a ultra high frequen- 
cy channel for its lorig-awaited Chi- 
cago station, CBS raised objections 
to the allocation plan which set 
aside Channel 11, the only re- 
maining very high-frequency 
groove, for the educators. 

Financial backing doesn’t loom 
as too big a problem for the school 
men anxious to get into video. Be- 
sides the resources of the cooper- 
ating imstitutions, the group may 
land a grant from the various phil- 
anthropic agencies, such as the Ford 
Foundation, projecting themselves. 








into educational broadcasting. Just 
last week the U. of Illinois was 
handed a $245,350 grant by the 
W. K. Kellogg Foundation to 
strengthen educational broadcast- 
ing” at the university and other 
schools having stations. Same in- 
stitution received.a $90,000 TV 
transmitter as a gift from General 
Electric for use on its downstate 
Utbana. esamiptisy, »!4 { aaa | | 
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ABC Gives ‘Soaps 
Lavish AM Spread 
ABC, which at its inception an- 
nounced a policy against soap 
operas, On Monday (2) kicks off 
with five quarter-hours of daytime 
serials. While the soaper format 
has been showing signs of slipping 
ratingwise, ABC program veepee 
Leonard Reeg feels that the new 
lineup can build a big audience be- 
eause they are skedded in the 
morning, when the other webs are 


committed to audience participa- 
tion or variety shows. 


Following. “Modern Romances,” 
which is already in the 10:45 a.m. 
slot, ABC will beam “Romance of 
Evelyn Winters,” an Air Features- 
Hummerts production which was 
once aired on another . chain. 
“David Amity” goes jp at 11:15 
with its format revised from sepa- 
rate half-hour stories to a serial- 
jzed quarter-hour. Margaret Sang- 
ster continues as scripter. 

Chain is still negotiating with 
General Foods, which owns “Por- 
tia Faces Life,” for the 11:30 a.m. 
slot. GF is still undecided whether 
to sell the show to ABC for use as 
a sustainer, or to hold on to the 
airer, which is written by Hector 
Chevigny, for its own future use. 


Going into the 11:45 a.m, strip 
is “Lone Journey,” a John Gibbs 
production, which has also been 
aired on another network in past 
seasons. It will be scripted by 
Peter Michaels, 


Web is betting that on the con- 
tinued strength of the daytime 
serials, based on their mass appeal 
and on the theory that in the 
morning they will be less suscepti- 
ble to video competition. 


WOR’s ‘Barbara Welles, 
Indie Grocers in Tie 


With stations going in more heav- 
ily for merchandising tieups with 
food chains, WOR’s (N. Y.) “Bar- 
bara Welles Show” has made a deal 

-with independent grocers. After- 
noon ‘strip has been made the voice 
of the New York State Food Mer- 
chants Assn., outfit with 7,000 
members. 


In return for the editorial push 
“Miss Welles” (a house signature, 
currently held by Helen Hall) 
gives the indie grocers, they sup- 
port products participating in 
the program, giving them pref- 
erential display, mentions in local 
advertising, point of sale promotion 
and extra distribution. This is done 
through NYSFMA’s own sales pro- 
motion department, which is also 
doing merchandising for the Welles 
alrer. 

R. C. “Pete” Maddux, WOR sales 
veepee, said that the setup has 
brought in two new bi for 
the show—Cremoland butter and 
Fischer’s bread (latter will start 
July 2). “Indie grocers make 60% 
of the food sales to’ households,” 
Maddux said, “and together they 
run the biggest. food market.” 

A. F. Guckenberger, executive 
secretary of the grocers’ group, 
said that the tieup is helping 





_ campaign to get more biz for the} 
> indies““"Daytime radio 1é stfil thed °° 


most vital force in reaching the 
consumer housewif2,” he said, “and 
we're happy Miss Welles can tell 
our story.” * 

In addition to the merchandis- 
ing, the Welles show and its back- 





Washington, June 26; 

Abiah (Bob) Church, a lawyer 
with the U. S. Court of Claims, 
was appointed to the legal staff of 
NARTB last week. Church will 
join the organization Aug. 1 as as- 
sistant to Justin Miller, general 
counsel, : * 
A-native of St. John’s Park, Fia., 
Church graduated from George 
Washington U. Law School at the 
head of his class in 1950. -He pre- 
viously worked in several branches 
of the government. He is 29. 





Bowling Green, Ky.—WLBJ here 
last week shifted to its new fre- 
quency of 1410 ke with power of 
5 kw ‘and 1 kw nighttime. It 
Previo operated on 1340 ke 
with 250 watts. Station, a Mutual 
affiliate, went on the air June 26, 


LEASE ON NAG RAP 
Washington, June 26. 

WTUX in Wilmington, Del., 
whose license was revoked for. de- 
voting too much of its program 
schedule to horse racing and 
broadcasting results in such a way 
as to aid illegal bookie operations, 


got another lease on life last week 
from the FCC. 


Pending action on a petition to 
reconsider the revocation, the 
Commission gave the station au- 
thority to stay on the air until 
Sept. 10. Previously, the station 
was given until July 2 to remain 
in operation pending action on the 
petition. 


Renewal of the station’s license 
was denied last October when the 
Commission reversed an exam- 
iner’s recommendation that leni- 
ency be exercised because of in- 
experience of the owners and in 
view of a promise to develop a 
balanced program schedule. Re- 
quest for rehearing has been pend- 
ing since Nov. 1. 


die 





‘Flying Tigers’ Sponsor 
Walter H. Johnson Candy returns 
to DuMont on July 29, resuming 
sponsorship of “Flying Tigers” af- 
ter a two-month hiatus. 

Show will be aired Sundays at 
12:30-1, via Franklin Bruck agency. 























Feats Mere 70 Yan ee Mime, 
Goumsvdedibs now Havestign iow by Govern Joke Ledge 
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WCAU’s Split Technique 


Philadelphia, June 26. 

WCAU’s local sales staff, now 
at an all-time high of 13 men, has 
been split into separate sales staffs 
for WCAU-AM and WCAU-TV. 
John S. deRussy has been named 
sales manager for radio and Robert 
M. McGredy has been appoirited 
sales manager for TV. 

Donald W. Thornburgh, presi- 
dent, said separation of the sales 
forces marks the completion of a 
plan begun a year ago, when, de- 
Russy and McGredy joined the staff. 
A weteran of 13 years in Philly 


radio, deRussy will concentrate en- 
tirely on AM. 


DeSoto Dealers Drop 
Pitt’s TV ‘Sho-Biz Quiz’ 


Pittsburgh, June 26. 

DeSoto Dealers of Allegheny 
County are dropping local teevee 
“Sho-Biz-Quiz” on July 8 at the end 
of its second 13-week segment. It’s 
understood auto men planned to 
continue through the summer until 
price on the program was jacked 
up. Even so, they considered keep- 
ing it on if they could get the fac- 
tory to kick in with some financial 
assistance. 

When home office nixed the 
proposition, local DeSoto men de- 
cided to give up. 








WTIC, WIP in Forefront on Radio 


Anti-Dope Drives; Spark Legislation 


Hartford, June 26. 

New anti-narcotics law, which 
went into effect in Connecticut last 
week, got rolling via plugging by 
WTIC here on the dope menace. 
The NBC affiliate launched its anti- 
drug crusade on its teenage pro- 
gram, “Mind Your Maaners,” which 
is fed to the network on Saturday 
mornings. On May 5 the airer in- 
cluded a taped interview with a 
16-year-old convicted drug addict, 
followed by a discussion by the 
juve panel. 

Paul W. Morency, WTIC veepee- 
general manager, found that there 
were no mandatory minimum sen- 
tences for narcotics peddlers, vio- 
lators were let off with light fines, 
there was no differentiation be- 
tween sellers and users of drugs, 
and no stiffer penalties for second 
and third offenders. Law was 
rushed into the legal hopper after 
being discussed with state brass. 

At this point 20-odd other broad- 
casters in the state entered the 
picture, beaming WTIC-prepared 
announcements urging passage of 
the bill. WTIC news chief Tom 
Eaton and reporter Jerry Hallas 
were assigned to round-the-clock 








Connecticut radio stations that participated 


aS 


4 senor -- an ae public serv- 


duty at the State Capitol, enlisting 
support for the measure. It was 
passed 24 hours before adjourn- 
ment, 
WIP’s Anti-Dope Documentary 
Philadelphia, June 26. 


f WIP here launches a big blast 
against the narcotics racket on Fri- 
day (29) with an hour-long broad- 
cast including recordings made at 
the dope-pushers market in Philly. 

Producer Warner Paulsen and 
newseaster John Facenda were as- 
signed to agents of the Federal 
Narcotics Bureau in the city. Fol- 
lowing days of briefing, they took 
off with the Federal agents on a 
recent raid, equipped with port- 
able tape recorders. For the next 
eight hours their machine were 
kept in action, following the drag- 
net’s operation step by step. 

Show also will include inter- 
views with addicts who are taking 
or have taken the cure, and state- 
ments from the agents: Wrapping 
up the airer will be a discussion 
on curbing the sale and use of 
drugs, with Federal Judge James 
McGranery, narcotics division top- 
per William Leinhaus, and Philly 
public health director Dr. Rufus 
Reeves. 





-WTIC Leads Attack 
on Dope Peddlers — 


Connecticut Radio Stations 
Speed Passage 
of Tough Narcotics Law : 


ice was again demonstrated in Connecticut this 
month when STATION WTIC, supported by other 
broadcasters, brought about the swift enactment of 
a new State Narcotics Law designed to protect teen- 
agers from the insidious menace of dope peddlers. 
This is the first legislation of its kind specifically 


directed toward solving the 
youth drug addiction. 


growing problem of 


WTIC’s effort, which involved a complete study 


of existing laws and specific 


recommendations to 


legislative bodies, was inspired by the nation-wide 
response to the anti-narcotics crusade conducted by 
the station’s teen-age program “Mind Your Man- 
ners” (NBC, Saturdays, 10:00-10:30 A. M.).  - 

_ WTIC is hopeful that what has been accomplished 
in Connecticut will be repeated in other svates, and 
offers its help to ail other radio stations in the coun- 
try interested in furthering this worth-while crusade. 
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in the Anti-Narcotics Campaign 
Bridgeport. . ... WICC, WLIZ, WNAB New Haven....... .WAVZ, WBIB, 
pag a eae es Metwhclh ccc. cosevsstce MOG WTIC's 50,000 Watts represented 
Meriden... ..cccccoceccWaamw | Stamford. .......+05000% ,WSTC nationally by Weed & Co. ‘ 
Middletown..........+..WENX | Torrington.........WLCR, WIOR 
New Britain 1:s¢17 | WHAS;<MKMB.--. .Wetoslusnyowe MAIR, WBRY, WED. . ouwaveee — 


eigeaaes 
[Mpines 


ae cee 


SF Mee BER wa — 


ae ae 
nee 
























the big news this Fall. . ‘ 


starring in his own daytime Variety Show ... Starting early September, 


between 11 AM and 12 Noon (NYT), Monday through Friday.* 


*tentative 
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Sales history will be made in the morning 


—Just as another great star of radio—Kate Smith—moved into NB€ daytime 


Pa 


television and moved mountains of merchandise—so do we believe that Rudy Vallee ' 


will make sales history in the '11 to 12 Noon period . . . for Rudy Vallee’s sales 


record in radio is second to none, 


High sales returns at low cost 

—‘“The Rudy Vallee Show” will be sold on a participating basis, in 15 and 30 
minute segments. Like the “Kate Smith Show,” it promises to pay off for its 
sponsors on the same high-return basis. NBC’s broad new research study of 


television (“‘Television Today”) submits proof of how many new customers.an 


advertiser gets when he buys a daytime participating sponsorship .. . 


The average sales return for Kate Smith sponsors . . . 38 new customers 


- « . for every dollar invested in television! 


Variety, plus 

will be the format of “The Rudy Vallee-Show.” Rudy will sing . . . today’s hits, 
and yesterday's memory tunes. Rudy will participate in comedy acts. He will 
introduce new talent. There’ll be drama .. . finisic 08 dancing . +» human 


interest and fashion. But best of all, there’ll be Rudy Vallee—to charm his 


female audience away from the competition’. . . and into the market for his - 


= . 


‘sponsor’s products! d 


No doubt about it, 
“The Rudy Vallee Show” is one of the great opportunities to get a head-start 


in the race for television’s vast, responsive ‘woman’s market,’ It will be available 


t 


for a strictly limited period of time. Call us immediately for details ... 


NBC TELEVISION 


The network where success is a habit 


A Servicé of Radio Corporation of America 


if 
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the 107 stations which were repre- 


sented that as “the vanguard of a 
tremendous aggregation yet to fol- 
low” they were “blazing the trails 
for a long pent-up expansion” of a 
medium which is still to exercise 
its full impact on American life. 


For Coy had told them: “It is 
clear that by the very circum- 
stances of an infant industry, the 
patterns that are set by the pio- 
neers of that industry have a heavy 
influence on those who will come 
later. So in a sense you represent 
not only your own interests here 
today, but you represent hundreds 
of others who will join the proces- 
sion later.” 


‘Only a Beginning’ 

The FCC chief exhorted the 
broadcasters to “constantly remem- 
ber” that TV’s progress, great as 
it has been, is “only a beginning,” 
that the freeze has given station 
owners “the field to yourselves for 
an unprecedented length of time,” 
that the wealth of experience 
amassed by pioneers in the indus- 
try can now be shared with others 
who will “swarm into the field” 
when the freeze is lifted. 

And Coy promised them that 
“any aggressive course of action 
you can develop here to raise the 
standards of TV programming will 
assure you of widespread support 
from important leaders of Ameri- 
can life.” 

Getting down to facts, Coy gave 
the broadcasters an analysis of 
967 complaints received by the 
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Continued from page 24 soasaaneeie 


FCC over a 75-day period. It 
showed 221 complaints of “inde- 


cency, obscenity or profanity,” 128 
of “false or misleading advertis- 
ing,” 107 of “lottertes and giveaway 
schemes,” 73 of “crime and horror” 
programs, 22 of “fortune telling,” 
and 21 of “attacks on. religious 
faiths.” Also included were 255 
complaints against alcoholic bev- 
erage advertising, resulting from 
an organized campaign by temper- 
ance interests. 

The letters keep coming in, said 
Coy. “People complain,” he told 
the broadcasters, “of excessive 
commercialism, of pitchmen who 
palm off shoddy merchandise, of 
‘bait’ advertising, of the failure of 
advertisers and even some stations 
to answer complaints, of poor taste, 
of excessive nudity...” 

“Recognizing that,” he added, “I 
don’t see how any broadcaster can 
fail to exercise the greatest caution 
as to what goes out from his sta- 
tion onto the screen.” 


Johnson Scores Hit 


Further stimulus to action was 
given the broadcasters by Sen. Ed- 
win C. Johnson (D-Colo.), chair- 
man of the Committee on Interstate 
and Foreign Commerce. In a frank, 
friendly and folksy -luncheon talk 
which made a big hit with the 
broadcasters, Johnson spoke of the 
“hunger” for TV in his part of the 
country. He said that, whereas 
other inventions have taken people 
away from the. home, television 
“has brought them back,” televi- 








television 


promised to resist 
promised: 


spiracy. 


endum. 





in reply we declare: 


(Signature) 


To the radio ands 


From Anti-Communist Members of 
the Radio Writers Guild of the 
Authors League of America, Inc.— 
known as We the Undersigned. 


Last week the Radio Writers Guild, declaring that 
Guildsmen are being victimized by “blacklist, the 
loyalty questionnaire and the morals clause,” 


“In the future as in the past we will not judge our 
members, we will defend them.” re 


This policy apparently pledges all members to defend any 
member without question—even against substantiated 
charges of being a party to the Communist criminal con- 
It was adopted at a meeting attended by per- 
haps ten percent of the membership and a majority of 
| those present refused to permit a membership-wide refer- 


We refuse to surrender our individual right of 
judgment and repudiate any attempt to deprive 
us of it. Our rights and duties as American citi- 
zens are superior to the rules of any private or- 


ganization. ; 7 

We WILL judge the victims of any discriminatory 
device striking at radio writers. 

We are loyal RWG members and if we believe 
such victims to be true victims of blacklisting or 
any other anti-union device, and if they defend 
themselves, we WILL defend them. 

But if, on ample grounds, we believe them to be 
parties to the Communist criminal conspiracy. 
WE WILL NOT DEFEND THEM. 


Committee Acting for Anti-Communist 
Members of the Radio Writers Guild of 
the Authors League of America, Inc. 
KNOWLES ENTRIKIN 

PAUL R. MILTON 


NORA STIRLING 
Co-Chairmen 


industry: 








such devices and further 















-hour of “Stop the 


i lay, American Agent” on Wednes- 
, Serutan drops the Victor Lind- 


sion is one*of the things that has 
restored the home, he‘said. “Its 
the grandest development that has 
ever come to the human race.” 

But Johnson pointed out that 
the channels belong to the public 
and that the government has regu- 
latory powers, which, he ‘thought, 
extend to programming. “The FCC 
can evaluate,” he said; “they can 
supervise, they can almost censor 
what goes over TV. I think the 
law gives them that right. I think 
the Commission has leaned over 
backward not to exercise that 
Tight.” 

But the fear of censorship, said 
Johnson, should not be the “ruling 
factor” in planning programs. Nor 
should the industry look down on 
the critics (“the critics have been 
very helpful to me in my public 
career,” he observed). He then cited 
a Los Angeles survey showing pre- 
dominance of crime on TV, and 
decgied the tendency to make pro- 
grams even more sensational. 

“But I think you're trying to 
work this out,” he said. “There's 
no danger of censorship, as far as 
I can see. I don't believe there’s 
any call for it. I’m sure you have 
the problem well in hand.” 


NBC, RTDG Sign 
For KNBH Scales 


Hollywood, June 26. 


NBC has inked a contract with 
the Radio Television Directors 
Guild, establishing, minimums for 
the first time, and boosting thé 
scale at KNBH from 22 to 40%. 
Pact is retroactive to Dec. 1 and 
runs to May 31, 1952, with direc- 
tors getting a minimum $130. 
Sliding scale for assistant direc- 
tors and floor managers provides 
for $70 to $80 for local shows with 
overtime, and $85 to $100 for net- 
work. ’ 

Deal, which covers local station 
operations at KNBH and NBC web 
operations here, also handles va- 
cations, working conditions. Guild 
prexy, Gordon Hughes and KNBH’s 
Lew Frost signed deal. RTDG is 
now dickering with CBS.and hopes 
to have an agreement finalized be- 
fore the annual election July 10. 


P&G, MARS CANDY 
EXIT ABC SHOWS 


ABC schedule will show up with 
several holes next week, as a result 
of the exiting of two bankrollers, 
Procter & Gamble and Mars 
Candy, each of which had backed a 
brace of shows in saturation cam- 
paigns. 

P & G drops its quarter hour of 
“Stop the Music” on Sunday, 
which leaves only one 15-minute 
segment of that airer commercial 
(Admiral). Soap outfit also 
dropped “David Amity,” cross-the- 
board at 11:15-11:30 a.m., the five- 
minute news at 8 p.m. on Thursday 
night, the Dick Haymes capsule 
Tuesday and Thursday at 11:55 a.m. 
and “The Sheriff,” Fridays at 9:30- 
9:55 p.m. 

Mars is also dropping a quarter 
Music.” It’s 
also cancelling “Inner Sanctum” 
on Monday, “Can You Top 
This?” on Tuesday and “Bob. Barc- 








‘lahr 1*-11:15 a.m. strip. Series of 
cancellations will leave ABC the 
-_ 11 a.m, hour to fill after June 


Pel Schmidt to WAAM 
Pel dckssidee whe mar =. ac- 





joined WAAM, tele station here, as 
local sales manager: Schmidt, who 
was director of the Belvedere 
Hotel orch for 10 years, left mu- 
sic in 1940, joining WITH as ac- 
count exec to help pioneer the 
city’s first indie radio operation. 


H-T Newscasts to WINS 


New York Herald _ Tribune’s 
hourly newscasts, which until this 
month have been beamed .on 
WMCA, N. Y., start on WINS, Cros- 
ley Broadcasting indie, on Monday 
(2). They'll be beamed. 7 times 
daily, starting at 7 a.m. 

WMCA started airing the Herald 
Tribune news summaries in July, 
1946, and is now beaming news- 





tive in local radio for a decade, has | viseq 





round 
Outfit also 
which is now 


America. 


ances and Personna Blades. 


from St. Francis of Assisi. 


Sen. Johnson 


Continued from page 27 


and capable of supporting a non- 
commercial educational station, but 
in my opinion, over the long run, 
they will be few and far between.” 


TV’s Cultural Impact 


Johnson pointed to the Ford 
Foundation’s belief that the cultu- 
ra’ impact of television will come 
from commercial stations as sup- 
port for his contention. He -said 
he goes along “completely” with 
J. Webb Young, Ford consultant 
on TV, in his experimental -work- 
shop plan to coordinate “the aspira- 
tion of American educators with 
the commercial operation of tele- 
vision stations.” 


If the Commission can “blend 
these non-conflicting elements,” 
the Senator said, “it will render a 
great service to the cause of edu- 
cation. Education will have all the 
advantages inherent in this new 
art with none of the te 
burdens which fall upon the tele- 
casters.” 


Speaking at a luncheon meeting 
Friday (22) of television . broad- 
casters, Johnson said he agreed 
with Comr. Frieda Hennock that 
the TV channels belong to the 
people. “Frieda may be wrong in 
many things,” he remarked, “but 
in that statement she’s right.” 


TV’s Role in Det. Strike 
Detroit, June 26. 

Television was credited with pro- 

viding the impetus for ending the 





nation’s longest major transit 
strike, the 59-day walkout that tied 
up Detroit's -owned 
buses and streetcars. 


Within 24 hours after a Common 
Council session was televised—the 
first time City and union leaders 
had gone before the cameras—the 
strike was called off pending me- 
diation or arbitration settlement. 
The session was televised hy WWJ- 
TV and WJBK-TV. 
In an unprecedented tribute to 
the public service power of tele- 
vision, Mayor Albert E. Cobo-cred- 
ited it with being the factor that 
ended the strike that cost Detroit 
and transportation workers $7,000,- 
000 and cost untold millions to the- 
businesses were hit hard by the 
strike, : 
One high official said the. tele- 
session “provided wide circu- 
lation of a clear definition of the 
position of both sides, which had a 
lot to do with the settlement. * . 


> 








casts specially prepared by Asso- 
Gia ttle F 








atres, niteries and stores whose 


A. 


side Stadio 


Israel Office of Information in New York City has built up a network 
of 26 stations carrying its “Vistas of Israel” series and other programs, 
“Vistas” is a weekly transcriber on the music, culture, Biblical history 
and people of the young state and is made available cuffo on a year- 


repares in script forra a 15-minute newscast on Israel, 
ing beamed by 22 stations throughout the U. S. Lineup 
of stations carrying both these shows is continually being expanded. 
Cufrently eight Canadian stations’are auditioning “Vistas” and in the 
works is a Spanish language edition which will be distributed to Latin 


Radio department of the Office of Information was set up at the 
Israel consulate last November, headed by Samuel Elfert, former pro- 
gram director of WLIB, N. Y. Stations interested in the airers can con- 
tact Elfert at the Israeli consulate in Gotham. 





Night owls, as well as the early bird, can get the coin. Jack Eigen’s 
new 12 midnight to’3 a.m. series on WMGM, N. Y., has inked a sizable 
number of bankrollers, which is considered as something of a record 
|for after-midnight airers. Participating in the show from Hutton’s 
|restaurant are Adler shoes, Buddy Lee Clothes, Dormin sleep pills, 
Fergus Motors, Griswold Hotel, Hoffman Beverages, Pabst Beer, Sky- 
line Lake, Roosevelt Raceway, North American Airlines, Sunset Appli- 





A beef slanted by radio program “This Is San Francisco” (KCBS) 
against the use of the word Frisco used ir the commercials by Crisco 
has resulted in the discontinuance of the phrase “They're cooking 
with Crisco From New York to Frisco.” 
is based on fact that it is a vulgarizing of the city’s name which stems 


Objection to the word Frisco 


Protest addressed to Compton agency following flood of letters to 
Jim Grady of “This Is S.F.” program sparked move. 


Agency has 


changed commercial to “They’re cooking with Crisco From Maine to 
San Francisco.” 





ae 





WANTED: Film Producer-Director 
® Working knowledge of cameras, sound, lighting, 


editing, organization, routine. 


@ Must have proven movie record and be able to set up 
and run production phase of new TV film company. 


® Excellent opportunity, future. 
® Write full details including starting salary. 
Box 8431, Variety, 154 West 46th $t., New York 19, N. Y. 





Lund Named Manager 
Of DuMont’s WDTV 


Pittsburgh, June 26. 

Harold C. Lund has been ap- 
pointed manager of DuMont’s 
WDTV here, succeeding Donald A, 
Stewart, currently working with 
the DuMont network brass at New 
York. 

Lund, who leaves a post as 
veepee of the Walker & Downing 
ad agency here, has an advertising 
and film background. He was with 
Ross Federal Research Corp. for 
ll years. 


Appearing This Friday June 29 
ROBERTA QUINLAN SHOW 
NBC-TV 
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PLEASE...N 


Shall this be written on the tombstone— 


RADIO 
- 1920-1951 


THE OPERATION WAS A SUCCESS 
BUT THE PATIENT DIED 


Perhaps. Yet the curious fact apparent at this writing is that the 
patient is not dead at all. Virile in its youth, grown wiser in its maturity, 
the $1-year-old giant is being buried alive! 

Those of us who have watched the industry through the years have 
seen the infant mature, until today, radio is herculean in its power 
alike to serve the public interest and to move mountains of American- 
built products. 

How odd, then, that there are those today who are frenzied as flies in 
a mirrored box in their zeal to bury radio while it yet lives. How odd that 
a mass hysteria reminiscent of bank runs of the thirties should grip 





advertising people, a caste which has, until now, believed itself insulated 


against such emotional contagion. 


The trade press headlines “Radio's Fight for Survival.” Great net- 
works slice radio rates. Rumor flies that radio is doomed. The infection, 


.. until these last months shielded from the public by the skin and flesh of 
sober judgment, has broken through, a blood red rash across the face of 


c.f 


“the industry in New York and other major advertising centers. 


Witch-hunt Atmosphere 


And we'who ‘must view from afar are startled by the witch-hunt 


.. atmosphere of those who would track down a great industry and cast it 
263 -imthe grave that its last breath might be smothered by the very ones who 


fathered it. Little wonder that the competition stands by, slyly smiling, 
5 eh Ry ool eet eee renee ~ 


"Perhaps one quiet voice can do little to halt the surge of emotional 


Even so we would speak out. Even so we would call y 


attention to the facts. 


At WSM—and-we venture to say at other large stations throughout | 


” Ameri¢a—there is no wild retreat. There is no slashing of rates unaffected 
by network operations. There are no convulsive midnight conferences. 

At WSM there is business as usual. And as usual, business is good. 
Business, in fact, has never been so good as it is right now in 1951. Station 
income ‘is up. We have more people on our payroll than ever before. 
Advertisers on WSM still clamor for certain programs .. . and one show 


has a waiting list of four sponsors standing in line to take the program 
in case it should become available. 


2 Each week we originate 1 Hf leadsrark sho'ws from our Nesbville shader. 


Each week people come from all over America to see our shows pro- 
d ac more than.800,000 people will see WSM live originations 
as they go on the air this year. 


Tilbat cutbeckt Not ot Wah whisgswyiaienors tush SOD hig name 


entertainers on our payroll. Radio dying? Not at this station where 
national 
story. The latest such story, by the way, appears in Collier's this summer. 


. to stay because of the 
sold so much merchandise or served so many people. Radio Station WSM 


send writers down year after year to do the WSM_ . 





T BURIED ALIVE! 


WSM type radio with emphasis on live productions to satisfy the 
tastes of a regional audience continues to pay off just as it has for 25 years. 
For instance, take the case of a work clothes manufacturer who, two 
years ago,;made WSM his only advertising medium for reaching the 
Central South. During the past 12 months, with a single half-hour show 
per week, sales have increased 21 per cent—this, mind you, for a company 
which had been selling hard in this same market for the past 85 years! 


Big Bad Bug-a-boo 

Here's an excerpt from a report from a large food manufacturer: 
“With one WSM program per week, the area covered by this advertising 
has shown the greatest sales increase in our history.” This, from a com- 
pany which, in other markets, is using newspaper, outdoor and the Big 
Bad Bug-a-boo, television.* 

Over the last three years, a paint manufacturer with just one WSM 
program per week has concentrated on expanding his distribution. 
The result—he has increased his dealership in the Central South by 
82 per cent! 

A Southern flour miller has such firm faith in WSM advertising that 
he has concentrated more than half his total advertising budget on this 
one station during the last six years. The formula has paid off with (1) a 
sales area expanded to 18 states (2) production increased from 160,000 
units in 1945 to 410,000 units in 1950. 

The advertising manager of one of the country’s largest shoe manu- 
facturers—a company using television, national magazines and news- 
papers—reported to his own board of directors recently that his WSM 
adyertising of the past two years has been the “most satisfying advertising 
experience of my career.” Little wonder~actual statistics show that the 
area covered by his WSM program has shown a 96 per cent increase 
saleswise this past year. 

If you like, we'll furnish names of these companies and more details, 
More success stories, too. 

But the point we would like to make is that the WSM kind of radio is 
alive, and growing as never before in our 25 years. 

It is true that-WSM-is.one of America’s big stations, operating with 
the power of a 50,000 watt Clear Channel voice to reach'a vast area. Still 
we neath apeakiot » Gini achastey. eee Se rT cee on cee 
bepedcasters, 


“If there are those who say their network or their radio station is sick 


and must be, given the emergency stimulant found in rate cuts we may 

edisagree. We may feel that they are victims of the contagion of defeatism. 
But in the final analysis, it is for these broadcasters to make their own 
decision about their own future. 


We speak only for WSM. We say only this—Radio at WSM is here 
and obvious fact that never before has it 


with its geared to the needs of a region continues to be the 
only single medium which takes an advertiser's message to 7% million 
people in the Central South, —WSM, Inc., Broadcasting Service of the 
National Life & Accident Insurance Co., Nashville. 


*Incidentally, we don’t sell television shori, either. Sl, Mist Acesioh of dele tn snnttnns? 
micro-wave 


to invest WSM-TV money ina relay system to bring network shows 
nee apt te eT ee ee 
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From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Lester Gottlieb, CBS radio program director, to Coast Monday (25) 
for confabs....Mutual’s Al Helfer has first article of a series in current 
“Magazine Digest”....WOR’s Dave Driscoll has wound 15 years with 


the station....D. Gordon Graham, WCBS assistant program director, 
off on circuit-of BMI clinics... Franklin Pulaski will interview John 


Carradine and Jackie Cooper on Igor Cassini’s WJZ program Friday 


(29)... Al Durante, of J. Walter Thompson, to Cape Cod for a month 

_. Patsy Campbell doing a lead on Armstrong Theatre Sat. (30).... 
Vivian Barry new to “Romance Of Helen Trent”....Rosemary Kelly 
and Charles Egelsten added to “Backstage Wife”... .Helen Claire new 
“Front Page Farrell” player. 

Arthur Hull Hayes, CBS veepee in charge of Frisco operations, in 
N. Y. for huddles with homeoffice brass... .Ray Diaz, of ABC program 
department, vacationing in Florida for two weeks... .Hank Sylvern con- 
ducted session of religious songs with vocalist Gwen Williams for World 
Broadcasting... Robert Sawyer has joined Kenyon & Eckhardt as a 
radio and tele supervisor....Organist Resa Rio doing ABC's “Thy 
Neighbor's Voice” strip....Allyn Edwards’ Borden show on WOR re- 
newed ...H. Malcolm Stuart, formerly with American Weekly, new 
account exec in ABC sales department. ; 

Peter Donald home from Bermuda after three cruises hosting Philco 
execs ...Alice Frost, of “Mr. & Mrs. North,” cancelling her European 
trip; show starts a new season on CBS July 3....Shepard Henkin show 
on WMCA goes off the air for the summer after tomorrow’s (Thurs.) 
broadcast.... Ray Waters added to WNJR news staff and Ray Trotter 
joins the indie’s sales force. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Sen. Dudley Le Blane ordered suspension of all Hadacol spots for 
30 days until new copy can be devised and plattered. What blares from 
stations now jest ain’t sellin’ the stuff, according to Uncle Dudley.... 
NBC’s Joe McConnell passed a few days here but a rundown of his 


activities would indicate he was more social than industrial. His ap- 
pointment book noted lunches and golf with Beb Hope and Groucho 
Marx and a round of informal chats with John K. West, Norman Black- 
burn and other departmental toppers at Radio City....One of the 
major studios is said to be warming up a deal for Sid Strotz, ex-NBC 
headman in Hollywood, that would install him in an executive post. 
He would keep the top level echelon posted on developments in TV 
and lay the groundwork-for any move by the picture plant into video. 
Few TV leaders know the picture better....NBC is thinking about 
withdrawing its producers from sponsored shows, which have their own 
agency directors. It would not only effect a saving for the program de- 
partment but release producers for creative work in radio and tele- 
vision. ...CBS, to George Allen, KNX program director, means “come 
back Steve.” Meaning none other than his namesake... .Jerry Devine 
is taking his mid-year sabbatical in Europe. He should run into Lud 


——— +— 
4 NBC SLOTS AL GOODMAN 
VICE AM ‘HIT PARADE’ 


Al Goodman, whose musical 
backgrounding has been promi- 
nently identified with some of 
NBC’s major television shows dur- 
ing the past season, is also getting 
a radio showcasing on the network. 

Effective July 21, Goodman will 
head up his own AM musical show, 
moving into the Saturday night 9 
to 9:30 period being vacated for 
the summer by the Lucky Strike 
“Hit Parade.” Goodman will maes- 
tro a house orchestra, using solo- 
ists from his RCA Victor album 
series. 
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Dayton—Adna H. Karns, gener- 
al manager of WING, Dayton, and 
WIZE, Springfield, has been named 
vice president of Great Trails 


Broadcasting Corp., owner of 
WING. 


They Know What's Watt 
Down in WFIL-adelphia 


_ 
' 
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look at the Philly radio market 
Chie 
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know one thing for sure—it’s 
not just the power, it’s the 
selling power that counts. 


That’s why more and more 
of them are to WFIL, 
Philly ABC net voice, whose 5,000 
watts actually outpull 50,000 
watts in 11 out of 14 counties 
in America’s third largest Retail 
Trading Area. 

And it’s the whole Philly area 
—not thecity alone—that is most 
significant to the sales- wise. 
Here are 4,400,000 men, women, 
and minors. Every year they soak 
up $4 billion worth of retail 
goods. Their effective buying in- 
come is valued at $6,638,759 ,000. 


A plum ripe for the picking, 
plus a big bonus area ... and the 
ladder to the top of the tree has 
**560°’ written all over it. It’s an 
engineering fact that WFIL’s 
5,000 watts, operating at 560 
kilocycles, give coverage equal 
to 100,000 watts at double the 
frequency . . . 1120 kilocycies. 
Schedule WFIL. 


»\4 


Prnouirer 





and’ author with five books to his credit, joined ABC’s 


publicity sta, 
IN CHICAGO ... 


Frank Schrefber, WGN general manager, back in the harness after 
a siege of ill health....Joe Foss comes in as staff gabber at WBBM 
from chief announcer and production director berth at KROC, Roches- 
ter, Minn.....Hal Falvey joins the Tim Morrow agency as a veepee.... 
Commenter Charles (Chuck) Campbell doing a noontime strip on WCFL 
oo. Ch Peggy Taylor in as a regular on “Top Tunes With Trend- 
ler,” WGN feed to Mutual....NBC farm commentator Everett Mitchell 
trekking to Europe July 20 to collect material for his “National Farm 
and Home Hour” show....John Gillis appointed research and market- 
ing director at H. W. Kastor & Sons ad agency....Assistant WLS farm 
program director Chet Randolph leaves this week for a study tour of 
Norway....Louis (Satchmo) Armstrong granted an AFM okay to guest 
on Fred Reynolds’ disk show on WGN last week....Malcolm Lund 
takes over as veepee at the Christiansen ad agency....Hal Stark and 
Jack Callaghan handling WBBM’s “Matinee At Midnight” during 
Carl Nelson’s vacation....Hyde Park Breweries Assn. account shifts 
from McCann-Erickson to Erwin & Wasey....Chi NBC flack Chet 
Campbell vacationing in Colorado....Tom Moore airing his Mutual 
“Ladies’ Fair” from Iron River, Mich., July 4 and 5....WGN platter 
spinner Sammy Evans co-emceed going-away shindig tossed for WJJD 
gabber Jesse Owens prior to his departure for Europe... .Laura Eggles- 





ten has been named radio-TV timebuyer at Henri, Hurst & McDonald. 





WCAU ‘Strips’ For 
‘Vacation Express 


Philadelphia, June 26. 
WCAU this week launches its 
“Vacation Express” radio series 
with the most extensive suihmer 
promotional tie-ins with resorts 
ever undertaken in these parts. 


Designated as “WCAUSA,” the 
station’s primary coverage includes 
13 of the biggest resorts in this 
area. Already set are Atlantic 
City, Wildwood, the Pocono Moun- 
tains, Ocean City and Cape May, 
N. J. They have entered a joint 
promotion which includes a daily 
program, 5:30 to 5:45 p. m., Mon- 
day through Friday, and the show 
will salute a different resort each 
week. 

Atlantic City and George A. 
Hamid’s Steel Pier have combined 
in the WCAU summer vacation 
plan, in a deal set by Joseph T. 
Connolly, v.p. in charge of radio 
for WCAU. At the end of each 
“Vacation Express” program, a 
courtesy spot will read: “The tem- 
perature at the Steel Pier is —.” 
WCAU acquires four 24-sheet 
boards on Steel Pier, and 250 Steel 
Pier billboards on all main New 
Jersey highways leading to shore 
points,will bear the WCAU cam- 
paign motto. 

WCAU will provide the news, 
sports and weather reports fdr 
Wildwood’s five-mile Boardwalk 
Broadcasting System, all material 
carrying the credit line “from tLe 
WCAU newsroom.” In the Poconos 
the station will get hotel lobby 
posters, table and desk cards ani 
posters in film and summer stock 
theatres. In Cape May, the station 
gets 500-lines weekly in the resort 
newspaper, and weekly full-page 
ads in the Cape May Theatre pro- 
grams and Sunday coneert pro- 
grams, as well as posters in all 
hotels, theatres, restaurants, board- 
ing houses, Convention Hall and on 
100 party boats. 

Other resorts which have tied in 
with the WCAU summer promotion 
are the Chesapeake Bay, Long 
Beach Island, aside Park, Bay- 
head, Point Pleasant, Stone Har- 
bor, Avalon and Sea Isle City. Sta- 
tion bases its sumther campaign 
on fact that 90% of residents 
spend their vacations right in the 
WCAU coverage area. 


r? 5 ? 
RWG Wins ‘Guild Shop 
For Freelance Writers 
’ Radio Writers Guild has won the 
National Labor Relations Board 
guild shop election for freelance 
writers employed by the networks. 
As a result, all freelance scripters 
now employed¢ by the chains will 
have to.be guild members or join 
the RWG within 30 days after 
being signed. : 
RWG dispute with CBS over the 
web’s “morals” clause goes into 
arbitration this. morning (Wed.), 





with both sides presenting wit-| 


nesses. Decision vill probably not 
be announced for some time. 


U. of Wash. FM’er 


Seattle, June 26. - 

an dons station of the Univer: 
o ashington is expected to 

be broadcasting programs by Oct. 
15. Edwin H. Adams, executive 
officer of the De nt of Radio 
on, will manager of the 
station. Bruce Calhoun will b-. pro 





gram director; Kenneth Kager, 
produciion manager, and Allen 
Roberts, chief engineer. 





TV-Resistant Kaufmann’s 


Buys Pitt Golf Showcase 


Pittsburgh, Jane 26. . 

Kaufmann’s department § store, 
which has been curiously resistant 
to TV, stepped in last night (Mon.) 
with a one-shot half-hour program 
preceding the start of the PGA 
tournament here at the Oakmont 
Country Club tomorrow (Wed.) and 
cornered flock of bigtime golf stars 
for a show on WDTV. Called “Golf 
Pro Party,” it had Sam Snead, 
Lloyd Mangrum, Jim _ Ferrier, 
Chandler Harper and Gene Sarazen 
being interviewed and demonstrat- 
ing stances and swings. 

There had been some early talk 
about entire tournament, or at least 
last couple of days, being televised 
but sponsors of the PGA couldn't 
4 anybody willing to meet the 
tab. 





Toni’s Pitt TV Show 


Pittsburgh, June 26. 

Two former vocalists with name 
bands, Skip Nelson and Edythe 
Aymes, who live in Pittsburgh, 
have been signed by Toni Home 
Permanent for a new TV show, 
which bows on WDTV tomorrow 
(Wed.)_ afternoon. Program will 
be quarter-hour of songs, with Nel- 
son playing the piano accompani- 
ment, twice weekly, Wednesdays 
and Fridays at 3:15. 

Nelson used to sing with Glenn 
Miller, Glen Gray and Chico Marx 
while Miss Aymes toured for a 
stretch with Blue Barron. 





Duquesne’s Keaton Buy 
Pittsburgh, June 26. 
The Buster Keaton films made 
for TV have been bought here by 
Duquesne Brewing Co. as the sum- 
mer lacement for bankroller’s 
“Show ” series. Live telecasts, 
which alternated four different 
shows once a month, will be re- 
sumed again in the fall at the end 
of a run of 13 Keaton featurettes. 
Sponsor is putting them on at 
the same time, Wednesday eve- 
nings-at 8. 





FOR MPLS. GRIDCASTS 
Minneapolis, June 26, 
Both former University of Min- 
nesota football coach Bernie Bier- 
man and his current successor, Wes 
Fesler, will be on the air during 
the gridiron season next fall. 
Bierman will be a radio football 
commentator for WCCO, CBS sta- 
tion, interpolating analytical com- 
ments during the games which will 
be broadcast, as usual, with Halsey 
Hall of the Morning Tribune staff; 
“Babe” Levoir, onetime Gopher 
star, and Stu MacPerson, station 
staffer, at the mike. The éx-coach 
also will appear, the same as he 
has done for many seasons, on the 
Sunday afternoon WCCO sports 
feature, “The Bernie Bierman 
Show,” being. interviewed regard- 
ing the previous day’s game, Big 
10 contests generally and the next 
Gopher battie. A local men’s 
clothing store is the sponsor. 
Fesler has signed a three-year 
contract with a leading loop de- 
partment store to appear on a new 
fall. weekly WTCN-TV show. . The 
program, which will be telecast 
each Monday night for 13 weeks, 
starting Sept. 17, also will include 
the showing of Minnesota football 
pictures from the previous Satur- 
day game. 


Shirley’s Mastic Acres 
Buys WVNJ Copa Airer 


Walter Shirley, realtor and N.Y. 
City commerce commissioner, has 
bought the entire WVNJ, Newark, 
program originating from the Copa- 
cabana, eastside Gotham nitery. 
Show, featuring Tedd Lawrence, is 
on the air 32 hours a week, and 
will plug Shirley's Mastic Acres, 
Long Island vacation home develop- 
ment. Program is beamed from 
11:35 p. m. to 4 a. m. seven days a 
week. 

Purchase is in addition to Shir- 
ley’s participations on WOR-TV, 
WPIX, WJZ and Italian language 
spots on WBNX and WOV. In ad- 
dition, expanded use of TV is being 
planned. Broadcast campaigns are 
handled by Walter Kaner Asso- 
ciates. ency is Flint. 


DANNY 
ROGERS: 


—Caught you on Ed Sullivan's 
“Toast of the Town” (Sun- 
day, June 24)... 
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housewives or any stay*at-homes 


either. 

This program, a mainstay on 
Cincinnati stations, apparently 
works on the proposition that 
what’s good for a midwest haus- 
frau, will go well in any other 
area as well. It may be ‘so, but 
“Matinee” is completely below the 
standards set in the N. Y. metro- 
politan area. 

Program is divided into four seg- 
ments, the first devoted to con- 
ferencier Mel Martin and Rosemary 
Olberding plus a pair of singers 
referred to only as Dick and Pat, 
who fill out the first 15 minutes 
in a routine manner ‘with some 
songs and chatter. Next segment 
is devoted.to a quiz game with 
Martin reading an essay with con- 
testants supposed to doff a straw 
hat when false statement is de- 
livered. Third quarter is by a 
hillbilly band and singers of usual 
cut, and, the finale is devoted to'a 
letter extolling a good neighbor 
and the presentation of an ama- 
teur performer. Tyro dancer on 
the preem show impressed as being 
not quite ready for the small time 
—which could characterize = en- 
tire show as well, ose. 


NINE-STAR SPORTS 
With Stan Lomax 
Director: Roger Bawer 
15 Mins., Mon, thru Fri. 
Participating 

WOR-TV, N. Y. 

Stan Lomax, who has been a fix- 
ture as sports expert on WOR for 
years, debuts in TV with nice re- 
sults in this new 15-minute stanza. 
It follows much the same pattern 
as his radio sportscasting, with the 
added help of being able to show 

ictorially what or who he is talk- 
ng about. Lomax shows up effec- 
tively on the tele screen, and on 
his initial show went through the 
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“Lomax had Frank “Shag” 
Shaughnessey, head ‘of the Inter- 
national League, as his guest open- 
ing night, taking him over latest 
sports topics in swift fashion. He 
got the International prexy to give 
his views on TV in relation to the 
major and minor baseball leagues. 
Lomax pointed up the significance 
of the invasion of the west by 
eastern teams in the Natonal 
League, and also what the eastern 
treks of western clubs in the Amer- 
ican League meant. Vet director 
Roger Bower piloted a highly ac- 
ceptable show. 


TODAY’S BIG STORY 

With John B. Kennedy 

Producer: Harry Black 

5 Mins.; 11:10 p.m. 

National City Bank 

WXEL, Cleveland 
(McCann-Erickson) 

Coming to town for what was to 
have been a restful summer vaca- 
tion, John B. Kennedy found him- 
self with two commercial strips; 
one, a five-minute cross-the-board 
television stint, the other a 15- 
minute WJW Sunday afternoon 
stanza. 

In his nighttime TV show, which 
is his debut in the art, Kennedy 
touches on the’ big news story of 
the day. In view of his choice of 
topics—Acheson _ hearings, © Iran’s 
oil crisis, Big-Four breakdown, etc., 
he takes on a huge chore consider- 
ing he allows himself about three 
minutes spiel time to wrap up his 
discussion, This is  excludin 
minute commercial, opening an 
close blurbs. As a result, Kennedy, 
who normally enjoys the ramblings 
of a 15-minute time segment, has 
not found the formula that permits 
him to wrapup “Big Story’ in‘a 
capsule segment. Furthermore, 
Kennedy has a tendency to use his 
editorial pitch to shift into com- 
mercial which not only takes time, 
but fails to keep program on high 
plane. Mark. 


400 HOUSEPARTY 
With Pat Murphy, Maggie Daly 
Producer: Dave Durston 
Director: Scott Young 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 9:30 p.m. 
FOXHEAD 400 BREWERY 
WBKB, Chicago 

(Weiss & Geller) 

If this amateur talent display 
lives up to the opening frame (21), 
it’ll do an okay job for its brewery 
bankroller. Initialer was neatly 
produced with a minimum. of first 
nighter errors, 
above-average non-pro entertainers 
and introduced Pat Murphy and 
Maggie Daly who, while too 
sparkling, did a highly competent 
job as the co-emcees. 

Show may eventually trip over 
its premise that the showcasing 
of amateurs with a sideline yen 
for show biz makes for acceptable 
video fare but ‘this ent offered 
some apparently carefully screened 
tryos (with the exception of former 
orch singer Bob Allen who demon- 
strated his und) who, 





pro 
ini toto, came through with a pleas- 
ing session. Show opened with a 
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ROBERT MEEKER ASSOCIATES 


‘ 


showcased some}. 


couple of cute gals who supplied 
an amusing harkback to the 20's 
with their “Ain’t She Sweet.” 
Brace of young ous then offered 
a _ of “Josephine” and 


fered a fine version of “Where 
When” which showed promise. 
Windup turn, emphasizing fact that 
the beer-sponsored show is open 
only to those over 21, was filled 
by an aggregation called The Sing- 
ing Grandmothers. 
sic but it was funny. They won 
the honors and a trip to the Chez 
Paree, no less, as first prize. 

Miss Daly and Murphy took turns 
bringing on the amateurs which 
they did in a pleasant manner. 
Pair showed their real worth, how- 
ever, in handling the suds plugs. 

Camera work, despite an ob- 
viously inadequate studio, was big 
league throughout. Dave. 





AIRLINE HONEYMOON 
With Frann Weigie 
Directer; Sheldon Cooper 
30 Mins.; Wed., 8:30 p.m. 
NORTH AMERICAN AIRLINES 
WGN-TV, Chicago 

(Mark & Assocs.) 

Although a lightweight piece 
with some rough edges, “Airline 
Honeymoon” ought to score reason- 
ably well with the dialers titillated 
by audience-participation formats. 
And if it does, the honors go to 
Frann Weigle who holds the me- 
lange together with his infectious 
geniality. Should he, however, at- 
tempt to extend his emceeing range 
into.-the comic field,.as hinted on 
version watched (20), his contribu- 
tions would shift from the positive 
to the negative. 

Show has a trio of married cou- 
ples being led through a series of 
games and quizzes with the win- 
ning duo copping a free “second 
honeymoon” trip. to Hollywood on 
bankroller’s aircraft. On this seg- 
ment, the contest featured such 
mundane ideas as a tune-identifi- 
cation quiz, a table setting race 
with eontestants wearing boxing 
gloves and the emptying-the-rice- 
bowl-using-chopsticks parlor game 
which must be at least as ancient 
as Confucius. 

Despite some unsure lensing, 
though, it went off as good fun, 
thanks to Weigle’s tongue-in-cheek 


hosting. He got the guests relaxed’ 


so their entry into the games was 
more spirited than ghere. might be 
expe ted from the innocous de- 
vic: He was assist-d by a pert 
a’tlire “hostess” who <e>t the 
scec.*2. 

Commerciais were spieied by a 
cc:ippany exec and wundescored 
sais. the old saw about the shoe- 
mak: etiching co his last. Dave. 


Mfrs. Shy on Tint 


Continued from page 27 


the factory or installed by dealers 
or servicemen. 





This was evidenced zt last week's 


industry conference called by the 
Federal Trade Commission to for- 
mulate fair trade rules for the sale 
of TV sets. It was the question 


counsel for CBS, and Glen McDan- 
iel, prexy of the Radio-Television 
Manufacturers Assn. 

Salant charged that RTMA’s pro- 
posal that the public should be 
warned that adapters would pro- 
ducé a “degraded” black and white 
picture was an effort on McDaniel’s 
part to start the FCC color battle 
all over again. 

McDaniel was formerly RCA 
pg and — and eg ere 

com uring part e 
FCC sre: am e claimed that 


he had seen many of the CBS color 


When Benjamin Abrams, prexy 
of Emerson, which had joined with 
RCA in fighting the color decision 


i court, su the proposal, 
Salant said poh was beginiing 


|to “believe your own propaganda.” 
the set 


The rule proposed~ by 
manufacturers would make it an 
unfair trade practice to advértise 
that new sets can be adapted to 
receive color transmissions in 
monochrome “which. do not also 
state that the resulting black and 
white picture gives materially iess 
picture detail than a _ standard 
black and white broadcast picture, 
if such be the fact.” 





Fort Wayne — Fianklin Tooke 
rogram manager of KYW, Phila- 


‘Aelphia, is returning to’ WOWO,; 
manager, ef-. 


Fort W 


, as 
fective July 1. He will succeed 


Robert G. Duffield, who will be- 


come manager of KDKA, Pitts- 





burgh. All are Westinghouse sta- 
tions. é 


It was mu-. 


‘Sleepy Joe’ Puppet Show 
Rolls as 7G Vidpix 


Chicago, June 26. 

Series of half-hour vidpix build 
around the “Sleepy Joe” moppet- 
angled puppet show went into pro- 
duction on the Coast last week. 
Series, to be distributed by United 
Television Programs and produced 
by.the Cardinal Co., will be a video 
adaptation of the radio syndicated 
show of the same name. 


Tele show will be offered to na- 
tional. bankrollers for $7,000 per 
segment or to local stations at 
about 75% of rate card. Jimmy 


is handling the voices on the TV 
show, and Velma Dawson is doing 
the puppet work. Tele pix is being 
filmed in color, 


Pabst ‘Playback’ 


mmm, Continued from page 31 sae! 


asked whether a given punch had 
hurt him, his answer was, “it sure 
didn’t do me any good.” In similar 
vein, Louis nixed opportunity to 
disparge champ Ezzard Charles, 
stating instead that Charles is not 
only a “great” fighter but always 
No. 1 when it comes to condition, 
etc. James fed in a comment that 
Louis had that day (20) been de- 
clared the British titleholder (Sa- 
vold’s crown before meeting Louis), 
a fact which caught Louis by sur- 
prise and brought an is-that-a-fact? 
query from him. 

Louis said he is never aware of 
the quality of his performance in 
the ring, doesn’t know when he has 
won rounds, being always intent 
on ~-present action and future ap- 
proach; he depends religiously on 
the men in his corner to brief him, 
point out his own flaws and those 
of the oppenent, etc. James tried 
gallantly to get stock answers, but 
it was no go with Joe, and during 
the fight sceening itself Louis 
came through with fortright state- 
ments. 

Not new in filmed fights reprised 
on TV but certainly apt on this 
one was a rerun of the knockout 
directly after it was shown. It 
showed the felled Savold in close- 
up, with exact punch that scored 
it being indicated via a tipoff from 
James. The close shot of Savold’s 
face was terrific lensing. 


The fillip by referee Goldstein 
was a gem. James wanted to know 
how the ex-fighter acts at teeveed 
fights while he’s third man in the 
ring. Goldstein seemed mildly re- 
sentful, figuring that it suggested 
“hamming it up,” but James said 
he meant it in relation to the cam-. 
eras. Goldstein’s answer was that 
he ignores them because being 
conscious of TV would disqualify 
him as a ref. 

Pabst bought the film from the 
promoters of the fight, Internation- 
al Boxing Club, with lensing by 
KCR Corp., composed of sports- 
scribes Max Kase and Bill Corum, 
with a third official, Joe Roberts, 
supervising. Filmwise, the sound 
of the crowd was a bit flat, there 
were some poor angle shots, and 
too many longies; but in general 
the six-round screening was good, 
with the illusion enhanced by 
studio buzzers. Some rounds were 
scissored to allow gabbing from 
the studio and in all the program 
encompassed 45 minutes. Pabst is 
negotia for film rights to Jake 
La-Motta-Bob Murphy bout being 
held tonight (Wed.) at Yankee 
Stadium, N. Y. That fight is also 
limited to TTV (theatre television) 
directly transmitted. - Trau. 


Bushkin’s 
Back! 


The Embers 


. Y61 EAST 54TH ST., N. Y. C, 
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EDDIE HEYWOOD TRIO 





Scribner, who does the AM series,’ 
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Philco’s Shutdown 


| To Balance Stocks 


Philadelphia, June 26. 

Philco Corp. is closing down its 
home radio and television produc. 
tion for two weeks, beginning June 
29. William Balderston, president 
of the company, said the curtail}. 
ment was necessary to balance ip. 
ventory with sales and that during 
the same period employees would 
take their regular vacations. 


The cutback in civilian materials 
and the swing to Government pro. 
duction, coupled with seasonal in. 
dustry trends in TV and radio have 
made it desirable for Philco to bal- 
ance stocks in proportion to sales 
during the summer months, Bal- 
derston explained. 


Spokesmen for the International 
Union of Electrical, Radio and Ma. 
chine Workers (CIO) estimated 
that the transition at Philco might 
result in the laying off of 5,000 em. 
ployees after the summer vacation 
period. 

A company spokesman said the 
figure is much too high, but that 
the company didn’t know how 
many workers would be affected, 
because as many as possible were 
being shifted to other jobs during 
the two weeks of curtailed produc- 
tion. The company will continue 
full scale production of automo 
bile radios and all strategic Gov. 
ernment equipment. 

' The Philco shutdown was the 
second in this area. Last week, 
the RCA Victor Division in Cam- 
den, N. J., armounced it was end- 
ing production of home telévision 
receivers, and that in the fall it 
would begin the manufacture of 
radar and other electronic equip 
ment for the armed forces. 
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wi news beat under direc- 
tion of WMPS news editor Tyse 
Tereway. 


St. Leuis—Harold Grams, pro- 
gram director KSD and KSD-TV, 
owned by the St. Louis Post-Dis- 
patch has. been named a member 
of the blic relations committee 
for the Greater St. Louis Commu- 
nity Chest campaign for 1951. 


Philadelphia—Charles Fish has 
been added to the sales de ment 
of TV station WPTZ. ish was 
formerly associated with Ziv Pro- 
ductions, New York, United Artists 
Television, WCAU-TV, Philadel- 
phia. 


Louisville—C. D.-Crites has been 
appointed. publicity and promotion 
director of WAVE, and WAVE-FM 
and TV, as well as WRXW, replac- 
ing Robert. Elverman who has 
taken a position as promotions di- 
rector for the Louisville Commu- 
nity Chest. 


Philadelphia—Hal Moore, who 
conducts WCAU’s morning “Bugle 
Call” wake-up program, has been 
signed for a daily show starting in 
July, by the rival Westinghouse 
station KYW. He will be featured 
daily from 9 to 9:30 a.m. Bill 
Givens, formerly farm director for 
WGY, Schenectady, N. Y., has 
joined the staff of KYW, as agri- 
cull: director, a newly created 
pos 


Pittsburgh—Lloyd Chapman, of 
KDKA sales staff and a major in 
the Army Reserve, off to Camp 
Pickett, Va., for two-week summer 
encampment . Munson, 
director at WDTV, has been u 
to chief of special events , arl 
Betz, former WCAE announcer, is 

















dates with her in “Voice* of 
Turtle” last winter in 


tiring to become a fulltime house- 
wife, in the promotion de ent 
and Miss Melnick goes — wa 


eral service later. t no 
filling in for Gundla Shhmacin ta 


catio in Sweden, in sales... 
Jan An just celebrated seventh 
annive as.an announcer and 
deejay at SW... WMCK has 


put in a line at the Vogue Terrace 
and is now picking up nightly re- 
motes from the bands there. 





St. Leuis—Hal Fredericks, disk 
jockey at KXOK is branching out 
n another biz field. He has opened 
a frozen custard stand in Brent- 
wood, St. Louis County, and plans 
to erect two more to in opera- 
tion before Jan. 1. 





St. Louis—Paul A. Whorowski, 
president and a manager of 
WIBV, Belleville, Ill., has sold his 
40% of stock in the ‘station to his 
three associates, John W. Lewis, 
Marvin M. Mollring and Marshall 
Truse, all of Belleville. Paul O. 
Godt, East St. Louis vet radio vet- 
eran.has been appointed gen. mgr. 
of the station. 





Omaha—Ray Schroeder, chief 
engineer of May Broadcasting Co., 
owners and operators of K v. 
said that the FCC has accepted and 
filed KMTV’s request for maxi- 
mum power. If approved, KMTV 
will be among the country’s most 
powerful TV stations. It is the 
first station in the midwest to seek 
maximum power. 





Salt Lake City—Two KUTA an- 
nouncers are ieaving the staff. 
Woody Hirsch is heading east for 
a staff job with WOKL, Alton, Iil., 


touring the strawhat circuit as/| indie, and Marshall Small is drop- 
Veronica Lake’s lea man in| ping radio to go into business lo- 
“The Curtain Rises.” did sev-| cally, 
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WALTER WINGHELL 
Said: “Bing Crosby and 
Billy Rese were ankling 
along the White 
when the Baritone of 
All, said: "I feet like taking 
. little lesson‘ ue so spot 
ng — patron a 
featuring Tommy Lyman's 
torchantiag.” 


THE BIG TIME By 
WALTER WINCHELL 

a Lymon at Wm. Tell 
Hesse te ° Tony Martin at 
the Riviera.” 

JOE WILLIAMS Said: 


"T L can do 
mg ye 
meee nee 
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Currently 
WM. TELL HOUSE ; 
New York 
Gust Eat of Vermilion? 


Special Material 
MILT FRANCIS 


(Writer for The Three Suns. 
Mr. ‘Francis is the’ writer of 

















Minneapolis—Bill Garin of Min- 
neapolis is an addition to. the 


KSTP-TV staff. His appointment 

as-an assistant director and floor 

manager was announced by Kenn 

a nf KSTP-TV production super- 
r. 





he absence of an allocation 
plan, the report said, “applicants 
for new TV stations would We per 
mitted to file for any channels they 


deemed preferable and in any com- 








New WCAE, Pitt, Hgs. 


. Pittsburgh, June 26. 
Hearst-owned station WCAE will 
move next February from its pres- 
ent location in the William Penn 
Hotel to the town’s newest inn, the 


At present, station is spread out 
in sections over three different 
floors of the William Penn, where 
it has been located for about a 
dozen years. 


costs 


you can 


listeners in the Detroit 


eens 


Carlton House, across the street. | and 


color and on RCA color receivers} 


in the RCA Hall in 
Radio City. RCA announced that 





WW/5's average cost-per-thousand 


serving 828,720 families is 14.5% 
lower than the average cost-per-thousand 
for radio time in Detroit (based on 
March-April 1951 Pulse ratings). 





some 100 color receivers will be in- 


when you're counting 
in DETROIT 


count 





market 


- 


“FIRST IN DETROIT Owned and Operated by THE DETROIT NEWS » 





Mont Laboratories in Passaic, N.J.. 





| munities they chose. Such applica-| 


tions might well be mutually ex-|--. 


clusive with the applications of 
existing stations 
oe powers. A 


ccordingly, 
the Commission is of the opinion j- 


that no action should be taken at 


to increase their |°- 


this time to lift the ‘freeze’. with re |-- 


dutta titan ten tenses to euaet 
up UHF, the agency said that corn] 


ments filed on the allocation plan; 
“substantive and procedural objec 
tions” to its original proposal. . 
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Col, RCA Tapering Off Sharply On 
New Releases; Others Cut Down, Too 





Columbia and RCA Victor, both + 


riding with a flock of hit platters 
in the summer market, are taper- 
ing off their new releases to a near- 
zero point. Columbia, in fact, is 
cutting out all new disks for an 
indefinite period while Victor is 


holding down its weekly releases | 


to four or fewer disks. Most of 
the other companies are also eas- 
ing up their release schedules, but 


not as markedly as Col or Victor, 
during the normally slow hot 
weather months. 

Col execs moved to suspend all 
new releases in order to throw its 
full sales and promotional weight 
behind 15 disks, issued in the last 
couple of months, which have 
stepped out. Company has been 
running way ahead of last year’s 
business with such. clicks as 
Frankie Laine’s “Jezebel,” Guy 
Mitchell’s “My Truly, Truly Fair” 
and a recent cut of ‘“‘Come On-a 
Mv House” by Rosémary Clooney. 

Despite the general business 
slide ‘in the last few months, Vic- 
tor also has been racking up steady 
sales on several disks with the 
present total pop turnover about 
equalling the company’s activity 
last winter. Vaughn Monroe is 
currently one of the hotter. artists 
on the Victor roster with “Sound 
Off” clicking off over 15,000 platter 
sales weekly. Mario Lanza is still 
big with “Be My Love” and “Love- 
liest Night of the Year,” with sev- 
eral other disks also selling around 
10,000 copies each week. Victor 
began: tapering off its releases 
starting last winter with the sum- 
aes months intensifying the slow- 

own. 


"Col Maps Extensive 
Longhair Project In 
Casals Festival Tie 


One of the most extensive long- 
hair projects on wax is being 
prepped by Columbia Retords in 
conjunction with the second Pablo 
Casals Festival program skedded 
to open at Perpignan, France, 
July 7. Advance waxing of the 
festival’s three-week program has 
already begun with a group- of 
leading instrumentalists, including 
Casals, Alexander Schneider Eu- 
gene Istomin’: and William Prim- 
rose, among others. 

Total number of disks to stem 
from the second festival is ex- 
pected to be substantially higher 
than the 10 12-inch platters etched 
at the initial Casals. festival last 
year. Due to the anticipated large. 
number, Columbia is currently 
manure Bey pachowiaa ideas. The 
initial was sold in limited 
editions of 10-disk albums as well 
as in individual disks. 

Saleswise, the initial Festival is- 
sue by Columbia was a solid suc- 
cess by longhair standards. It’s 
understood that Casals netted more 
royalties from the 10 disks than 
from all his previous recordings. 


WALDORF BOOKS CUGAT 
FOR 4 MOS. NEXT YEAR 


Xavier Cugat’s orch will set a 
new booking policy at the Waldorf- 
Astoria Hotel, N. Y., next year 
when it comes into the Starlight 
Roof for a four-month summer 
date. Heretofore the room’s policy 
has been to book one band a month 
for the summer season, beginning 
in June and ending in September. 
In 1952, however, Cugat will be 
the only attraction for the entire 
summer season. 

Cugat, who opened at the Star- 
light Roof May 31, shattered the 
all-time record there June 16, 
drawing $10,000. Band is slated to 
end its four-week run today (27). 


~ 











Ft. Worth Opera Sked 


Fort Worth, June 26. 
“Lucia di Lammermoor,” “The 
Merry Widow” and “Il Trovatore” 
are on the Fort Worth Civic 
Opera’s 1951-52 schedule. 
“Lucia” would open the season 
on Nov. 26 and 28 and “Ii Trova- 
tore” will close it April 14 and 16. 


Jack Cathcart to stage produc- 
pose 3 numbers for new Dan Terry 
orch. 





Sets April in June _ 
April Stevens, Coast cafe singer, 
has been inked to ‘an. exclusive 
RCA Victor pact following her cur- 
rent click on “I’m In Love. Again” 
for the diskery. 


Songstress originally cut the 


Hollywood under a one-shot deal. 


Philly Orch Winds ’50-’51 
Longhair Season With $23 
Deficit; Grosses $900,000 


Philadelphia, June 26. 
The Philadelphia Orchestra 
wound up its 1950-51 season vir- 
tually in the black. Orville H. Bul- 
litt, president, told the annual 
members meeting that the orches- 
tra had concluded its 5ist season 
with a deficit of $23. The Phila- 
delphians on their concert opera- 
tions clocked up a deficit of 
$45,420. The Orchestra Fund, 
however, raised $94,543 and after 
applying this to the accumulated 
deficit of past seasons, $49,023, and 
the deficit for the past season, the 
symphony for the first time in 
years almost stepped out of the red 
ink. 
The orch’s revenue during the 
last season included $550,260 in 
ticket sales and. $343,990 in rec- 
ord royalties and miscellaneous in- 
come, including a grant of $50,000 
from the City of Philadelphia. 
Chief item of expense was musi- 
cians’ salaries ‘and»-travel allow- 
ances, and fees for conductors and 
soloists, totaling $722,225. Trans- 
portation, rent, advertising, admin- 
istrative expenses and other op- 
erating costs came to $295,318. 
Bullitt pointed out the figures 
do not include the $267,000 bor- 
rowed by the orchestra to pur- 
chase a controlling interest in the 
Academy of Music, a financial bur- 
den undertaken by the directors of 
the symphony to assure the orches- 
tra and other cultural activities a 
permanent home. 
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“Cavalcade of Blues,” with sing- 
ers Joe Turner, Billy Mitchell and 
Annie Laurie, heads out on a string 
of 29 one-niters in Texas begin- 
ning July 29. Shaw Artists Corp. 
represents the package. 





tune with the Henri Rene orch in|{- 
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(Week ending June 16) 
London, June 19. 
Mockin’ Bird Hill... Southern 
With These Hands... .Dreyer 


My Resistance Is Low. . Morris 
Mac Melodies 

Would I Love You 

Rose I Love You Sterling 

Sparrow in Treetop.Cinephonic 

Tennessee Waltz.. Cinephonic 

September Song ... Sterling 


Second 12 


On Top of Old Smoky. . Leeds 
My Heart Cries 


bc cccces  VICtOFS 
Connelly 


You Are My Destiny....Swan 
Petite Waltz Leeds 


Band Review 


JOE REICHMAN ORCH (12) 
With Bette Rockwell 
Hotel Muehlebach, Kansas City 

Almest to the day, Joe Reichman 
returned to the Terrace Grill of 
the Muehlebach a year after his 
previous stand here. This session 
he is displaying the same instru- 
mentation as before and essential- 

the same music. That is highly 

enable and dansable output, for 
Reichman has one of ‘the better 
crews of his size in the biz. Cus- 
tomers are indicating their ap- 
proval here, the classy Terrace 
Grill having a sturdy turnout from 
the opening day of the Reichman 
date for some of its better sum- 
mer biz.* 

Over the years Reichman has 
maintained essentially -the same 
line-up of side men, including five 
on reeds, pair of trumpets, trom- 
bone, drums, string bass and a 
second piano in addition to his 
featured instrument. Nifty finger- 
ing with which he embellishes the 
 - pigmmmcncas is the Reichman long 
suit. 

This time around Reichman has 
an innovation in gal singer Bette 
Rockwell, making her first stand 
with the band in its date here. Gal 
came to the crew after radio and 
TV work in Texas, having looks in 
her favor and warbling in sprightly 

on. . Quin, 





‘Marian Anderson returned last 
week from a two-month tour of 
Central and South America. She'll 
rest in her Danbury, Conn., home 
all summer, - 


—y 








|Jocks, 


Buddy Morrow 
Morning, Mr. Echo” 


(Victor). Buddy Morrow’s orch, 
which recently broke through on 
“Rose, Rose I Love You,” follows 
up with a sock version of “Echo,” 
a good novelty geared to the cur- 
rent’ “gimmick phase” of the -mu- 
sic business. This side has a dis- 
tinctive sound with smart use of 
the echo effect, Frankie Lester han 
dling the vocal. Georgia Gibbs has 
a bright cut for Mercury patterned 
closely after the original Jane 
Turzy Trio version for Decca. On 
the Victor flip, Morrow delivers a 
swinging version of a likely new 
pop. 

Richard Hayes: “Come On-A My 
House”-“Go Go Go Go” (Mercury). 
“My House,” the William Saroyan 
tune. launched by Rosemary 
Clooney for Columbia and Kay Ar- 
men for King, gets an okay treat- 
ment by Hayes and a vocal group. 
This side is slightly marred by 
Hayes’. tendency to hoke up the 
lyrics with a phoney accent. The 
musical ‘ production, however, is 
solid. Reverse is a cute number 
in a Latin tempo. George Bass- 


cellently. 

Vaughn Monroe Orch: “Dark Is 
the Night’-“Wonder Why” (Victor). 
Two top songs from the Metro pic, 
“Rich, Young and Pretty,” furnish 
solid material for Monroe; who has 
been clicking on wax recently. 
“Night” is a big ballad in a bolero 
strain that Monroe baritones with 
suitable power. “Wonder Why” is 
another good ballad handled more 
lightly. 

Gloria DeHaven - Guy Lombardo 
Orch: “Out O’ Breath”-“Because of 
You” (Decca). Teaming up with 
the Lombardo orch, Miss DeHaven 
registers well on these contrasting 
sides. “Breath” is a ligh’ rhythm 
entry with a catchy idea that fits 
neatly intoethe Lombardo format. 
Miss DeHaven also solidly projects 
the ballad, “Because of You,” but 
this side is a bit late. 

Margaret Whiting: “Everlasting”- 
“The End of a Love Affair”; “Good 
Morning, Mr. Echo”; “River Road 
Two Step” (Capitol). Two likely 
sides turn up out of these four 
tunes. “Everlasting” isa fair item 
with a mild folk flavor. “End of 
a Love Affair” is an unusual piece 
of adult song material handled 
smartly by Miss Whiting. Her ver- 
sion of “Mr. Echo” also rates spins, 


item. Lou Busch orch accomps. 
Ralph Flanagan Orch: “You For 
Me”-“The Wang Wang Blues” (Vic- 
tor). “You For Me” is a good band 
showpiece with the lyrics in the 
“Rag Mop” tradition. Orch swings 
it out snappily, with the sidemen 


also cho the lyrics. 
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MOCKIN’ BIRD HILL (15) 


o 2 st RUS 


~ 
> 


I APOLOGIZE (6) (Crawford) 
SPARROW IN THE TREE TOP 
BE MY LOVE (21) (Miller) 


IF (17) (Shapiro-B) 


ABA DABA HONEYMOON (12) 
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ON TOP OF OLD SMOKY (9) (Folk-W)........sessesceeees 


JEZEBEL (5) (BMD ...... 
HOW HIGH THE MOON (11) (Chappell)..........+cccceees 
SOUND OFF (6) (Shapire-B) 
ROSE, ROSE I LOVE YOU (2) (Chappell).........cseeeeee 


MY TRULY, TRULY FAIR (Santly-J) 
OLD SOLDIERS NEVER DIE (4) (Warock).........cccceesseses 


PRETTY EYED BABY (Pickwick)........ 
I LIKE THE WIDE OPEN SPACES (Meridian) 


eee we Meee eeee wee eer ee eeeereeeeeee 


(Southern) 


eerepeoeseeeoeeees ee 


MR. AND MISSISSIPPI a) (Shapiro-B).......sesseseseeeee} Dornie Bey: 


UNLESS (1) (Bourne) «.... { Eddie Fisher 


Victor 
*seeeeseceseecess**) Guy Mitchell-M. Miller Columbia 
LOVELIEST NIGHT OF THE YEAR (1) (Robbins)... ae 


seer ereseeee 


t 


Second Group 


MO Matlin). |<< ccacscccacccn, 


eeeeeeeeeeeeeee 


YOU AND I WERE YOUNG MAGGIE BLUES (2) (Mills).....4444} 
NEVER BEEN KISSED (Paxton) 
WOULD I LOVE you (12) NT i ee 


THE SYNCOPATED CLOCK (Mills) 
BEAUTIFUL BROWN £YES (5) (American)............ssse00e0. Rosemary -Clooney .~.Columbia 
STRANGE LITTLE GIRL (Frank) 


eee eee essere aesesevesdeses 


eeeeeeseeeeeeeeaeeeees 


eeseeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeee 


ON k.nn' Cab cans beds c dencckbae 


roche 10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines Weck of ane 22, |< 


1. TOO YOUNG (10) (Jefferson) .......c.cscecccececccvceccae 4 Nat “King” Cole .......Capitol 


Richard 
( Weavers 
UVaughn Monroe ,.......Victor 


Hayes seeeeee» Mercury 


.Decca 


eeeeeese 


Frankie Laine ..,.....Columbia 
Les Paul-Mary Ford ....Capitot 
Vaughn Monroe .. .. Victor 
Frankie Laine 


Les Paul-Mary Ford..... 
Patti Page ......+.....Mercury 


socccceces Mercury 
. Victor 


ee eee 


Mario Lanza SOME RE Mie 
Helen O’Connell sees. Capitol 


Guy Mitchell-M. Miller Columbia 
Damone 


Vie Je tWoccee Mercury 
Vaughn Monroe .........Victor 
Billy Eckstine ...........MGM 


Guy Mitchell-M. Miller Columbia 
Bing Crosby-Andrews Sis. .Decca 


Al Trace .. Mercu 
Jo Stafford-Frankie Laine ..Co 


A. Godfrey-L Anders. .Columbia 


Perry Como .......+.«..Vietor 
Billy Eckstine ......<....MGM 
Bing-Gary Crosby ..: Decca 
Mag Whiting-Jim Wakely. Capitol 
Freddy Martin ..........Victor 


Patti Page .Mercury 
Telen Oo’ ‘onnell seevewets Capitol 
, Decca 


LeRoy Anderson ...6+.. 


Eddy Howard .........Mercury 
D. Reynolds-C, Carpenter MGM 


\Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.) Gertru 
SHEET E STEEP EFOSEEF90-0-06-66-4-6-9-46466646466 New York. 


Jukes and 


By SCHOENFELD. 


man orch and chorus back up ex-/ So 


while “River Road” is a fair rhythm | G 


Flip is | len 


Blues” (Mercury) ... 





Disks 


a Re Sas ay 








a dance treatment of the stan 
the Singing Winds vocaling. dani, 
‘Tony Fontaine-Smith Bros.; “ 
of Wine”-“Losing You” (Mercunt 
“Jug of Wine” is another attra. 
tive sea chantey which Tony Fon. 
taine dishes up in a flavorsome 
manner with good backing by the 
Smith Bros. vocal combo. Hot Lips 
Johnson ‘delivers the tune in racier 

style for Decca. On the Me 
se," Fontaine solos an okay slow 
ballad, George Bassman orch back. 
ing up. 

Anne Shelton: “Yes, You w, 
Right”-"I. Will Never Change: 
(London). British songstress Anne 
Shelton is a top song stylist who 
needs the right material to click 
in the American market. On “Yoy 
Were Right,” she displays a fine 
rhythm attack which rates jock at, 
tention. Reverse is a fair ballad 
Bob Farnon orch and vocal groups 
~~ a Lee: “My 

egny wy Magic Heart”. 
“So Far, So Good” (Capitol). Miss 
Lee delivers, neatiy on two tunes 
from the legit musical, “Two On 
the Aisle.” “Magic Heart” is , 
ballad with fair chances, “So Far, 

Good” is a good rhythm ‘tune 
which Miss Lee handles stylishly, 
Billy May orch accomps. 


Album Reviews 


Ralph Sutton: “Music of Fats 
Waller” (Columbia). One of the 
standout keyboard talents around, 
Ralph Sutton works out his sup. 
ple and inventive style on a flock 
of Fats Waller tunes in this long. 
play set. It’s a natural teamup, 
wi Sutton bouncing over | the 
melodic line in a natural jazz idiom, 
Standout among the Waller tunes 
are “Keepin’ Out of Mischief Now,” 
“Ain’t Cha Glad.” “Viper’s Drag,” 
“Alligator Crawl” and “Take It 
From Me.” Sutton plays with 
rhythm accompaniment. .- 

orman Greene Orch: “Colors 
By Greene” (Rexford). Conception 
of this set is similar to the recent 
Les BroWn “Over the Rainbow’ 
album for Coral. Records, but the 
execution is radically different. 
Greene’s orch has a lush symphonic 
style, with fiddles and chorus in 
the forefront, the voices being used 
instrumentally. ements are 
scaled big with such tunes as “Red 
Sails in the Sunset,” “Old Black 
Magic,” “Blue Moon,” “Little 

te Lies” and “Deep Purple” or- 
chestrated with interesting effects. 
reene’s original work, “Green 
Moods,” is an imitative medley. 


Platter Pointers 


Dean Martin has a neat ge in 
“In the Cool, Cool, Cool the 
ayy oe (Capitol — Kal 


tively on the religioso 
“Everyone Is Welcome In_ the 


House of the Lord” ( kee 
Hutton + EP myf O 
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set Ties ie clever, 


a } 
Butler A he = 
out the oldie, “Them Tore Bye 
for Columbia . . . Two | 

sions of the “Wondrous W 
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You Really Love 


Joe Mooney trio workover of “Long 
‘Ago Last Night” rates attention 
| Geass ie Det 
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Blue” (Capitol) . . . Eddie 
“Driftin’ Texas Sand” (Capitol)  «: 
Lester Flatt & Earl “Sis 
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Gabor’s 79 LP Line Rocks Major 
Diskeries in Uncontrollable Price War 





Already beset by an uncontrol-+— 


jable price war among department 
stores an ‘ other retail outlets, ma- 
jor diskeries were further . rocked 
jast Week by the introduction of 
a regularly-priced 79c long-play 
record. New label, Pontiac, has 
been launched by Don H. Gabor, 
rexy of Remington Records, which 
ast year cut back its long-play 
jine by more than 50%. 

One major disk exec whistled his 
reaction to the Pontiac line with 
a “how-can-they-do-it?” comment. 
The new jong-play disks are priced 
10c below the regularly priced 78 
rpm disks and .are one-fourth the 
price of the regular long-play plat- 
ters on the market. Each Pontiac 
disk contains eight tunes on an un- 
breakable vinyl plastic. 

Gabor’s Remington line has made 

p inroads into the L-P market 
and it’s expected that the Pontiac 
line will have an even greater im- 

ct. One of the major factors in 
the click of the low-priced platters 
has been the discount practice on 
the more expensive disks on which 
the retailers have been making a 
narrow margin of profit. The low- 
priced lines are generally sold 
without diseounts, with the retailer 
able to pocket the full 40% mark- 


up. 

contributing factor to the indus- 
try surprise at Gabor’s latest move 
is that the Pontiac disks have all 
been cut and manufactured in this 
country. Gabor has been paying the 
standard American Federation of 
Mysicians scale and, in some cases, 
the disks feature well-known art- 
ists, although they are unbilled on 
the jacket in order not to damage 
their etchings for the: major disk- 
eries. ‘ 

Initial Pontiac release comprises 
24 10-inch platters with a repertory 
of light classical music and pop 
standards. Leading chain stores, 


which have been pushing the Rem- 


ington line, will also handle the 
Pontiae disks. 

Gabor recently introduced a 
low-priced 45 rpm line to supple- 
ment the Remi n operation. He 
also has established a plant in Paris 
to manufacture L-P records. It’s 
the first such factory on the Con- 
tinent, although England has sev- 
eral diskeries which have converted 
to the 33 rpm speed. 


H'WOOD BOWL TOOTERS’ 
SCALE UPPED TO $100 


Hollywood, June 26. 

Musicians playing the Hollywood 
Bowl season this year will get a 
minimum of $100 under a new 
agreement reached between AFM 
ee 47 — sao Karl Wecker, 
pping Bowl management. 
Previous stale was $92.50. 

Working conditions still are un- 
der discussion for the season open- 
ing July 10. Increased scale was 








36 From Cap in US. Court 


St. Louis, June 26. 
An award of $3,125 damages in 
favor of the Rev. Guy Howard, 
Branson, Mo., “The Walking Preach- 
tol 


Walking Preacher 
Book in His Hand.” 
trial that was 
With Ozarkian 
that the plaintiff borrowed $1,500 
from a Mo., bank to 
Prosecute the suit. 


” 





Col Completes Shift 
From Bridgeport to N.Y. 
Move of Columbia Records sales 

and advertising execs from the 

Bridgeport factory to the New 

York homeoffice was completed 

this week. Involved in the switch 

were Paul Wexler, sales chief; 

George Hayes, his assistant; Al 

Earle, advertising manager, and 

Don Law, American folk music 

director. 

Remaining in Bridgeport will be 
Stan Kavan, pop department mer- 
chandising manager; Bob Kirsten, 
merchandising manager for the 
Masterworks division, and Bill 
Neu, sales promotion head. 


Caps Eastern 
Accent; Coast 
9 
Execs in Shift 

Capitol Records’ new accent on 
the east as the company’s opera- 
tional base is being reentered 
with the shift of several top execs 
from the Coast headquarters to 
New York. Topping the echelon 
switch, vice-prexy William H. Fow- 
ler is. set to take over the N. Y. 
office as chief administrator as well 
as heading up the diskery’s nation- 
al sales operation. Switch takes 
effect July 1. 

Up to the present move, Cap has 
been basing the major portion of 
both its repertory and sales work 
on the Coast. Swing to N. Y. re- 
flects prexy Glenn Wallichs’ new 
interest in the east as the hub of 
the entire disk industry, especially 
from the sales point of view. 

Floyd Bittaker, currently Cap’s 
national sales -manager, is set to 
take over the Coast sales operation. 
Bittaker was offered the national 
sales chief spot, but turned down 
the assignment because illness in 
his family is preventing him from 
moving to N.Y. ‘Paul Featherstone, 
a vice-prexy of Capitol Distribu- 
tion Corp., is also moving to N. Y. 
to handle special assignments un- 
der Fowler. et 

Cap prexy’ Wallichs, a&r chief 
Alan Livingston and merchandise 














Laine Grosses $6,000 
~~ Tn Seattle One-Niter 


Seattle, June 26. 
Frankie Laine, on a tour of one- 
nighters in this area, racked up 
a record-breaking $6,000 gross at 
the Senator Ballroom, here, Sun- 
day (24) with 3,000 paying to get 


in. 
— Ue Blackwell Orch backed 
tunes. 


Pubs Get Tight 
On Handouts Of 
Cuffo Copies 


With the growing decline in the 
importance of air and band plugs 
as pop song builders, publishing 
houses are cutting the free distri- 
bution: of professional copies ‘and 
orchestrations to bands in a move 
to limit costs. In the past profes- 
sional copies of tunes were avail- 
able to all comers and orchestra- 
tions were delivered to every 
nitery, dance spot and vaude house 
in the New York area. 

Limited number of hit tunes and 
development of recordings as the 
only important plug outlet, how- 
ever, have caused cuts as high as 
50% in the distribution of orches- 
trations and as much as 15% in 
professional copy handouts.. Since 
rising costs of autographing, print- 
ing and arranging fees have boost- 
ed price of orchestrations to be- 
tween 50 and 75 cents a copy, pub- 
lishers claim that they can’t afford 
indiscriminate distribution. Free. 
stock orchestrations are now being 
limited to important bands only. 

Evidence of the curtailment in 
professional copy handouts is in 
the recent selective distribution 
methods taken on by a number of 
publishers housed in the Brill 
Building, N. Y. Heretofore, any- 
one walking into a Brill Building 
pubbery could get a professional 
copy upon request but now the pub- 
lishers have instructed their coun- 
ter boys to restrict copies to pro- 
fessional singers and musicians. 


In another cost saving practice, 
some publishers are ordering only 
limited copies of a new tune for 
key distribution among diskeries, 
holding back on the large printing 
order until the song has been set 
for waxing. 
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Dave Kapp Exits 
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Brother Co-Founded 17 Years Ago 
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Singer Loses Slander 
Suit Vs. Waring 

A slander action by ex-Fred 
Waring singer Glen Moore against 
Waring was dismissed last week in 
N. ¥. Federal Court. Singer filed 
the $150,000 suit in 1948, claiming 
that Waring berated him in front 
of the band and other singers in a 
manner that slandered him. In 
his testimony, Waring admitted 
bawling out Moore, but claimed 
that he didn’t slander him. 

Moore still has a $25,000 suit 
pending against Waring for alleged 
failure to pay for services. Moore, 
as a member of the singing group, 
the Four Squires, says he frequent- 
a material for the organiza- 

n. * 


Pop-Flavored : 


Religioso Tunes 
Flood Publishers 


With inspirational and sacred 
music still hitting peak platter and 
sheet music sales around the coun- 
try, disk companies and publish- 
ing houses are being flooded with 
religioso tunes with a pop flavor. 
Pubbery and diskery execs claim 
that current world tension has de- 
veloped market for religious type 
songs and everybody wants to get 
on the gravy: train. Indicative of 
religioso tune strength is the fact 
that they have broken through 
despite lack of air plugs. 

Sparked by Bibletone’s waxing 
of Ken Carson’s “Wondrous Word 
of the Lord,” eight other diskeries, 
rushed etchings of the tune to their 
distributors and initial sales figures 
indicate a flock of similar tunes fol- 
lowing. Publishing houses hereto- 
fore concentrating on a pop tune 
catalog are seguing to the religioso 
field with some pubberies such as 
Ben Bloom, Inc., creating a new 





gent Music are also plugging new 

Tunes currently 
making the rounds indicate the new 
trend with such titles as “I See 
God,” “Hymn of the Hills,” “St. 
” “And Then I Prayed” 
“Lift the Iron Curtain, Lord.” 
~ sellers for 


RSE 
1; 
ze 


i 


lf 
t 
: 
AE 


| 
i 
B 


E 
i 


ll 
| 
i : 


i 


[ 


: 





iff 
iG 
> 


ai 
“f 
i 


dates to the eastern area so 
return to N. Y. for his 





Rudy Grayler’s instrumental 





comme. to an os act 
RCA ’s blues chin 
department. 
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+ Winding up a long-simmering 


dispute in Decea’s exec setup, Dave 
Kapp exited the company last Fri- 
day (22) as vice-prexy over the 

artists and repertory operation. 
Kapp’s exit from the diskery, which 
his brother, the late Jack Kapp, 
co-founded 17 years ago, stemmed 
directly from policy differences that 
broke out between the aér chief 
and prexy Milton R. Rackmil im- 
mediately after Jack Kapp’s death 
in March, 1949. Rackmil and the 
late E. F. Stevens, Jr., with Lon- 
don Records’ E. R. (Ted) Lewis, 
were the other Decca pioneers. 

Standing pat on his ¢ontract, 
which runs until December, 1953, 
Kapp has not departed from Decca 
under any kind of mutual arrange- 
ment. His departure, in fact, was 
announced in a statement by Rack- 
mil that “Dave Kapp’s contract 
with Decca terminates today (Fri- 
day),” rather than in the usual 
resignation formula. 

Kapp’s attorneys, Miller & Mil- 
ler, are currently negotiating with 
Decc@ about the contract payoff. 
Kapp’s salary last year was $52,000 
annually, a raise of $12,000 over 
his previous year’s earnings. It’s 
understood that Decca offered to 
settle the pact on a compromise 
figure but Kapp is reportedly ho'd- 
ing out for full payment for the 
remaining two-and-a-half years of 
his term. He has no other deal 
pending at present. 

Kapp is still formally a member 
of the Decca board of directors to 
which he was elected a couple of 
months ago. It’s expected, however, 
that the board will support: Rack- 
mil’s ouster of Kapp when Rackmil 
returns to New York from his cur- 
rent Hollywood and Hawaii trip. 

Artists Relations 

Kapp’s removal immediately af- 
fected the Decca artists situation. 
It’s known that Gordon Jenkins, 
musical director and orch leader, 
who géts top billing on the Decca 
label, has asked for a release from 
his pact which has over a year 
more to run. Jenkins already re- 
fused to direct a waxing session 
set for this week. Decca, however, 
is not giving Jenkins his release. 

With Kapp’s exit, Mortimer Pal- 
itz takes over the pop aé&r post. 
Palitz, who was brought back into 
Decca by Kapp two years ago after 
leaving the company for a spot 
with Columbia, has been a record- 


(Continued on page 47) 


TOP COLUMBIA EXECS 
SET FOR SALES SWING 


Top Columbia Reeords execs are 
scheduled to make a 





staffers on repertory and promo- 
tional plans for the fall and winter 
season. » > 

Echelon con t will include 
Paul Wexler, si chief; Mitch 
Miller, Fa artists and repertory 
head; Gilbert, longhair a&r 
director, and Al Earl, advertising 
manager. Goddard Lieberson, 
exec vice-prexy, may also attend 
ocelins be off in C July 

n Chicago Ju 

17 and will follow in Hollywood, 
July 23; New Orleans, July 25, and 
Atlantic City, July 28. 


Ellington’s Concert For ~ 
' _ Runyon Fund a Sellout 


Duke Ellington’s orch teamed up 





day (20) at Lewisohn Stadium, 
N. Y., for the benefit of the Damon 
Runyon Memorial Fund in a sell- 
out concert a week in advance of 
the Stadium’s regular season. El- 
lington’s crew was featured in the. 
opening half of the concert with 
such items as “Fancy Dan,” “Self- 
ish Serenade,” “Take the A Train” 
and the comic “Monologue, Duet 
Threesome.” 

Im the latter half of the program, 
thee NBC orch joined the band in 
renditions of Ellington’s “New 
World A-Comin’,” and “Harlem,” 
a composition commissioned by the 
NBC Symph. 

Event began with a speech about 
the Runyon Fund by columnist 





Walter Winchell, treasurer of the 
fund. 


with the NBC Symphony Wednes- - 
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the Victor, Herbert commemorative dinner which the American 
society of Composers, Authors and Publishers is holding tonight 
(wed.) at Luchow’s restaurant, N. Y., takes the Society back to its 
prigination point 37 years ago. In 1914, Herbert met with a group of 
gher writers at Luchow’s to map an organization of writers and pub- 
jshers which would collect for performances of their songs. Tonight's 
ginner is being held on the occasion of the birthdays of theatrical pro- 
jucer John Golden and composer Raymond Hubbell, the only surviv- 
ing co-founders of ASCAP. : 

ASCAP prexy Otto A. Harbach and past presidents Gene Buck and 


peems Taylor will preside at the dinner. Fritzi Scheff is slated to sing 
the ASCAP theme, Herbert’s “Kiss Me Again,” which she introduced. 
Others who will perform include Sigmund Romberg, Igor Gorin, Gladys 
swarthout, Ray Bloch and Golden. One of the musical numbers to be 
resented will be “Poor Butterfly,” which Golden and Hubbell wrote 
together in 1916. 











“That’s My Evening Prayer,” tune penned by paralyzed Navy vet, 
Robert Grant, has been picked up for publication by E. B. Marks. 
Grant, who is being treated for multiple sclerosis at the Cushing Vet- 
erans Hospital, Framingham, Mass., picked out the melody with one 


er on a hospital.piano. Song was then brought to the attention of 
Char Fiedler, Boston “Pops” orch conductor, who introduced it re- 
cently at Symphony Hall, Boston. Fielder is slated to wax the tune for 


Victor. 





Los Angeles Local 47 that it be permitted to raise its initiation fees to 
$100 to place the Coast local on a par with the New York, Chicago and 
San Francisco chapters. Los Angeles fee is $50. Board pointed out 


that a 1984 bylaw prohibited any local from charging more than $50 
initiation fees with the exceptions of the three cities which had pre- 
yiously raised their tab to $100. 














International Executive Board of AFM has nixed a request from |. 
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TOP DISK JOCKS JO 
DRIVE FOR PALSY FUND 
Nation's top disk jockeys are co- 

operating with the United Cerebral 

Palsy Assn. in a fund-rasing drive 

which teed off in the east this 

week. Over 800 jockeys have been 

enlisted to make air pitches in a 

slogan contest which will wind up 


with about $30,000 in giveaway: 


prizes. Dialers are eligible to par- 
ticipate after making a $1 contri- 
bution to the UCPA’ foundation. 

Art Ford, of WNEW, N. Y., and 
chairman of the National Disk 
Jockey Assn., is heading the deejay 
effort. Each of the major disk 
companies, including RCA Victor, 
Columbia, Decca, Capitol and 
M-G-M, is contributing a release 
about the campaign which is being 
sent to platter-spinners throughout 
the country. Final plans for the 
drive were set at a meeting at 
Toots Shor’s restaurant, N. Y., Sat- 
urday (23). 


Disk Jock Week’ 

In cooperation with all facets of 
the music business, the first annual 
National Disk Jockey Week will be 
held starting Aug. 20. Ballyhoo is 
being themed as a tribute to “your- 
around-the-clock-entertainer,” with 








Continued from page 45 sam 


ing director in the pop department 
together with Milt Gabler. The 
latter remains in his present post 
with other departments, such as 
longhair, folk and western, and 
blues and rhythm also staying sta- 
tus quo. 


Kapp’s shaky position in Decca 
was tipped off a couple of months 
ago when Rackmil upped Leonard 
W. Schneider from. general mana- 
ger and veepee to exec vice-prexy 
in overall charge of the aé&r opera- 
tion. At that time, Rackmil also 
limited Kapp’s duties to the pop 
department, naming Si Rady as 
classical and kiddie department: 
chief, and Paul Cohen as’ hillbilly 
topper. All departments were in- 
structed to report directly to 
Schneider. 

Kapp’s exit from the. company 
ends the Kapp family’s tieup with 
Decca. Kapp entered the firm 
when it was first organized in 1934 
as his first job. While his brother 
Jaek was alive and president of the 
company, Dave Kapp managed the 
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Name Bands Lay Eggs in Midwest: 
Promoters Wary of 





that this year brought every name 
unit—with exception of Vaughn 
Monroe—into the central states, 
such stalwarts as Sammy Kaye, 
Jimmy Dorsey, Woody Herman, 
et al., lapsed into a deep-freeze at 
a major portion of their terpalace 
bookings, midwest band bookers 
reported. ; 

Kaye, with a consecutive string 
of 46 one-nighters, Dorsey with 24 
and Herman with 14, reportedly 
were disappointments to terp op- 
erators who shelled out as much 
as $1,850 for each one-shot, against 
60 per cent of the gross. 

Repercussions of the spring 
nosedive are felt now and may be 
felt even stronger come next April 
when the marquee orchsters pack 
up for their annual midwest trek. 
Bookings, most agencies claim, are 
presently at a low ebb, adding that 
if it weren’t for the advance sales 
of name units into summer spots 
even al fresco bookings would be 
suffering. None of the agencies 
claim much optimism for the post- 
summer-~ season. 

Promoters, having -burnt their 
fingers with high-priced groups, 
are _retrenching with inexpensive 
groups and pulling in name bands 
only once-a-month at most. Music 
Corp. of America and McConkey 
Artists Corp. are in fairiy durable 
shape, with territorial groups such 
as Tex Cromer, Paul Neighbors, 
Bob Burkey, Tommy Reed, Billy 
Bishop, Chuck Foster, and Art 


ally is keeping its head above wa- 
ter with Henry Jerome, Harry 
Ranch and a steady selling stable 
of jazz units. ~ . 

What may be the lone exception 
to the biz downbeat in the terri- 
tory is ABC’s Tiny Hill orch, which 
the agency reports is racking up 
tidy grosses on one-nighters that 
will take the maestro into late 
summer. It’s pointed out, though, 


‘that Hill has three heavy-selling 


disks preceding him in the mid- 
west hinterlands. 


BOB KEENE FRONTS 
NEW COAST BAND 


Hollywood, June 26. 
Bob Keene, clarinetist who 
fronted Artie Shaw’s band when 
Shaw retired tem has 


formed a new orch and dows June 
30 at the Ballroom, 





set, but Keene plans to build a vo- 
cal trio from among the sidemen 
and the chosen thrush wil] work 
with the trio as well as solo. 
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Stadium Concerts to Bow - 
34th Season, With Third 

J » e 
Of Sked in Lighter Vein 
The Stadium Concerts open their 
34th consecutive season tomorrow 
(Thurs.) at Lewisohn. Stadium, 
N. Y., with about a third of the 
30 scheduled concerts being on the 
lighter side. Season will include 
“nights” of Gershwin, Rodgers & 
Hammerstein, Gilbert & Sullivan, 
and Romberg, as well as a Dorothy 
Kirsten-Andre Kostelanetz evening 
of show music;, appearances of 
Jeanette MacDonald (her first), 


Ezio Pinza, Lisa Kirk and Anna- 
mary Dickey; Ballet Theatre, and 














and 


ROSEMARY 
CLOONEY’S 


Come O1-2 
WW 


“Fledermaus” in concert form. 


Season will bé shorter than last, 


running only six weeks, but guest |; 
lineup looks stronger. Dimitri Mi- | 
tropoulos, director. of the N. Y./# . 
Philharmonic, whose players are |f 


used urider new tag of Stadium 
Symphony. Orchestra, will conduct 
the first week, with Pierre Mon- 
teux, Viadimir Golschmann and 
others following. Soloists, in addi- 
tion to those mentioned above, will. 
include Mischa Elman, William 
Kapeli, Nathan Milstein, Eugene 
List, Joseph Szigeti, Yehudi Me- 
nuhin: “Fledermaus” cast will in- 
clude Patrice Munsel, Regina Res- 
nik, Charles Kullman and Hugh 
Thompson, all from the Met Opera. 
Verdi’s Requiem will also be given, 
this Saturday (30), for the first time 
in 20 years. 

















ROSE OF THE 
MOUNTAIN” 


Says 


\ 


WNEW’s MARTIN BLOCK 
over The Make-Believe Ball- 
Room, May 16th: “First time 
ever... the week’s two top ! 
records, back to back. I'm 
picking both sides to kick 
each other straight to the 
top of the list!” 


- 78 rpm 39467 
~ 33Ys rpm 3-39467 
45 rpm 4-39467 


COLUMBIA 
@D 
RECORDS 


Originators of 
33% @ Records 












Trade Marks “Columbia,” “Masterworks,” @® and @ Reg. VU. 8. Pot. Of. Marcas Registradas 


1-| found in bebop. 


jin the matinee deejay show. He 
| has an-.effective format. Some un- 


| broadcast. 



























































































































































ROBBINS NEST - 

With Freddy Robbins, Guests 
Producer: Evelyn Love Cooper 

30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 8 a.m. 
EMERSON TELEVISION 

WROW, Albany 

Show, transcribed with cues for 
cutbacks to local station for the 
playing of recorded requests, is by 
the nature of its format choppy, 
but it does. give listeners the flavor 
of a top metropolitan disk jockey 
interviews with name stars. The 
ears must be sharp to catch every- 
thing, for piled on the interrup- 
tions is the fact that the e.t. does 
not always seem to come through 
with perfect clarity. 

Robbins presents top guests— 
Jimmy Durante, Ken Murray and 
Duke Ellington are among those 
caught—and handles them skill- 
fully, if very flatteringly. Durante 
registered with the usual warmth 
and sincerity, as he talked about 
the tremendous impact of televi- 
sion. Murray ran virtually a trailer 
for video, on which he made perti- 
nent and professional comments— 
Ellington spoke articulately on the 
musical “maturity” of American 
audiences and the understandable 
“neurotic machine-age” reflections 


Walt Sheahan handles the 
WROW portions Monda 


y through 
Thursday; George Leighton, Fri- 
day. Advertising, of which there 
is plenty, includes names of area 
Emerson dealers. “Nest” is an- 
other feature, ironically, employ- 
ing radio to sell television. Jaco. 


590 BALLROOM 2 
With Keyes Perrin 
2 Hrs.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 1:15 p.m. 
PARTICIPATING 
WROW, Albany 

Keyes Perrin, who recently re- 
turned to his home city and to lo- 
cal radio after serving as staffman 
on WOW-Mutual and with Chicago 
and Baltimore stations, is breaking 


evenness naturally results, but 
miker. should soon have program 
unfolding smoothly. He appeared 
on several of the shows heard to 
be a trifle over-eager. His intimate 
approach came off better. Compli- 
cating: Perrin’s. problem is the fact 
he has less than an hour of air 
time the days on which the Yankees 


ture. Program. operates. until 5 
o’clock when there is no baseball. 


Perrin. possesses a good knowl- 
edge of music, especially show- 
tunes, and an obviously. solid back- 

ound in show business. His 


but the humorous might be for- 
gotten, The musical salutes to 
specified Albany boys in service 
add a nice touch. An* orchid is of- 
fered the couple celebrating the 
longest anniversary. - Jaco. 


Artur Rubinstein left last week 





play and -his periods .are .further | 
encroached for a taped musical fea- |. 


ather, Oscar J. Perrin, Sr., is dean }: 
of Albany theatre managers. He i‘S 
adds touches of the philosophical, }- 





VARIETY 
Survey of retail sheet music 
sales, based on reports obtained 1 § 8 
from leading stores in 12 cities é 4 g y 
and showing comparative sales E 8 4 A E y 
rating for this and last week. bs s ¢ e g 2 “| E =) alo 
SELEEUAlaIE al elelaii 
: Bimlisleisisisla| fi 8191 s\ 
National Week Ending [2 | 3)3)2|7/2/3\|4|5/e\a|"/. 
= | “ 
vee June 23 Eg Bei Elalsle io idieiai tt 
This Last : 4 } 3/12 |g aigig F | 
wk, wk. Title and Publisher z § EIS sisi sisleiés 8 
1 2 “Too Young” (Jefferson)......... a a Be a ee ee oe 
23 _“Mockin’ Bird Hill” (Southern).. 3 3-2 4 3 3 1 2 2 4 2 4 
31 “On Top of Old Smoky” (Folk-W). 2 2 1 1 2 2 5 10 3.1 1 5 @ | 
4 4 “How High the Moon” (Chappell) 10 5 6 3 5 4 3 Sea Ee = 
5 _5  “Loveliest Night Year” (Robbins).. 4 4 4 9 4 7.4 0 fF i ..: = 
6 6 “Mr. and Mississinpi” (Shapiro-B) 5 7 #7 +8 6 5 6... .. 8 1 .. 
7 7. “Jezebel” (BMI)................. JR eee 7.2... 8 os ae oe 
8 13 “My Truly, Truly Fair’ (Santly-J) 6.6 10 7 eee 7 3 
9A .. “It Is No Secret” (Duchess) feegi sa Fy eye 8 5 21 
9B 13  “Syncopated Clock” (Mills).......... 9 6 9 8 4 9 2 
10 11 .“I Apologize” (Crawford)........ PORE ree 9 - a 6. i9 
11 10 “May Lord Bless You” (Pickwick) .. .. 5 .. 7 .8 re ae 
12 8 “Unless” (Bourne): :............. 5 10 ¥ 7 oe ge 
13 12 “Sf (Shanire-B)..:........-..... ne 4 .. ie 
14 11 “Rose Rose I Love You” (Chappell)........ .. 9 8 8.8 
Disk Jockey Reviews |!’ RKO-MCA Reserved Seat Vaude 
- 


the balcony. On that basis theatres 
WHI net be taking a revenue cut 
if operations work according to 
plan. However, there will be great- 
er costs because of wide promotion, 


Guarantee and ,% 


Talent garnered so far is co- 
operating. Because o: a maximum 
of 16 shows weekly, package price 
will be less than what would obtain 
under a minimum. of 30 shows 
weekly. All contracts are being 
signed on a guarantee and per- 
centage basis. 


A factor that makes. reserved 
seat vaude more attractive to the 
booke:s is that easier working 
schedules will permit top film lu- 
minaries and nitery stars to get 
back to playing theatres. For the 
past few years, the agencies haven't 
been able to get many topliners out 
of cafes playing two shows nightly 
or away from their swimming. pools 
on the Coast because of the rigor- 
ous skeds of four or more daily. 


For the time being, bookers for 
N. Y. houses will not get the 16- 
‘shows-weekiy bid because of the 
fact that much of the trade in 
N. Y. and Chicago is transient. 


England, For Instance 

Both RKO and MCA are optimis- 
tic about the potential of “Opera- 
tions Hypo.” It’s pointed out that 
this system has long been in oper- 
ation in England and the variety 
field is a going concern there. An- 
rother hel barometer are the 
grosses ¢ up in the one- 
nighter concert field wherein it’s 
been established that customers 
will spend money for variety at- 
tractions properly presented. Proof 
that class presentation of headlin- 
ers is needed is seen in the fact 
that circuits often have picked up 
concert headliners who had been 
doing well, only to wither under 
regulation presentation. 

Under the reserved 
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the house would open about 2 p.m. 
with the showing of the film and 
newsreel, After an intermission, an 
hour-and-a-half stageshow would 
be presented. 


The once-monthly idea- will pre- 
vail until a demand is created. Ma- 
jor problem in presenting the first 
bitis will be the re-education of 
many patrons accustomed to going 
into a vaudfilmer at any time and 
see a full show. For this reason# 
the experiment will need several 
shows under its belt to determine 
whether the plazi ‘works. “Opera- 
tion Hypo” will--make it possible 
to get top filmsters who have never 
done a song or darice in their lives. 
Sketches would be written and top 
support would be given any dra 
matic player. 


40 Theatres U.S.A.? 


It’s known that other circuits are 
interested in reserved seat variety. 
Should the RKO and Detroit ex- 
periments indicate its practicabil- 
ity, MCA estimates that it will be 
only a short time before the plaa 
is operating in at least 40 h 
throughout the country, with 
top agency extending itself to get 
its top names into theatres. 



















NEW REVIVALS 
‘DON’T BLAME ME’: 
‘’M IN THE MOOD: 

FOR LOVE’ | 
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On the Upbeat 





New York 


Duke Ellington orch into Para- 
mount Theatre, N. Y., July 18 .. 
Hot Lips Page pacted by Shaw Ar- 
tist Corp . Pianist Coleman 
ankled Music Corp. of America. 
He’s booking through his manager, 
Saul Richman . Tito Puente’s 
rhumba orch opens at the El Patio 
Cabana Club, Atlantic Beach, L. I, 
June 29 Sol Yaged, jazz cliari- 
netist at the Three Deuces, N. Y., 
h>:ading up a new combo, the Fancy 
Five, at Central Plaza, N. Y., jazz 
sessions Norman Granz in town 
to work on recording sessions with 
Charlie Parker and Charlie Ven- 
tura . Charlies Brown combo into 
Howard Theatre, Wash., July 27. 


Chicago 
Irwin Berke, former Shapiro- 
P rnste'n midwest rep, touring mid- 
d'>-states territory for Mercury .. 
A! Trace goes to Martinique Ball- 
room, Chi, July 1, indef-date ... 
Bernie Asbel handling Blue Note 


publicity . . . Ray Pearl to Crystal 
Lake Perk, Crystal Lake, Mich., 
Aug. 14 for three weeks... ./*‘.: 


Maurice Recco into Flame, Minne- 
apolis, June 29 for two weeks... 
Lester Young and Muggsy Spanier 
into Blue Note, Chi, Aug. 10. for 
two weeks ... Hal Otis goes to 
Towne Room, Milwaukee, Aug. 6 
for one month... Page Cavanaugh 


& Wives into Cal-Neva Lodge, Lake | ;,° A 


Tahoe, Calif.. June 27 for two 
weeks .. . King Cele Trio set for 
Riviera, St. Louis, June 30 for 
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DINAH SHORE—RCA Victor 
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e days . . . Weedy Herman 
fated into Lakeside Park, Denver, 
July 6 for one week, Jan Gar- 
ber set _— 20... Chamaco opens 
Wilshore, Chi, June 26 through La- 
bor Day .. . Buddy DeFranco into 
Peabody Hotel, Memphis, July 2 
for two weeks .. . Clyde McCoy to 
Peony Park, Omaha, July 18 for 
five days . . . Decca folk head Paul 
Cohen in town huddling with pub- 
lisher Archie Levington. 





Pittsburgh 


Dom Trimarkie’s Trie winds aip 
long run at the Hotel Roosevelt’s 
Sylvan Rcom Saturday (30) and 
spot intends to use just an organ- 
ist for the remainder of the sum- 
mer... Frank DeMarce is the new 
drummer with Tommy Turk’s 
Deuces Wild at the Midway 
Lounge. He replaces Dick Brosky, 
who quit to go into the advertising 
business .. . Tommy Carlyn band 
opened week’s engagement Mon- 
day (25) at Kennywood Park ... 
Vaughn Monroe booked for a one- 
nighter at West View on Aug. 24 
. Eva Sanchez is back singing 
with Luis Morales unit at Carnival 
Lounge, succeeding Belinda Del 
Monte, who has returned to New 
York . .. Tiny Irvin, Dizzy Gilles- 
pie’s ex-vocalist,. has come home 
for the summer and intends to 
work around here for a few months 
DiLernia outfit replaced 
‘Howady Baum’s at Bill Green’s on 
Saturday (23). DiLernia had a 
threesome at William Penn Hotel’s 
Continental Bar ail year but has 
added three men for the Green 
engagement... Xavier Cugat plays 
a one-nighter at Ches-A-Rena 
Thursday (28). 


Hollywood 


Palladium inked Benny Strong 
orch for four frames starting Nov. 
27... Woody Herman band making 
a short at UI... Tony Pastor 
band’s.. Columbia Records pact 
wasn’t renewed by the diskery ... 
drummer Barrett Deems exited 
Wingy Manone’s musicrew to join 
Muggsy Spanier Sharkey 
Bonano’s crew opened at the Tif-, 
fany Club. 

AFM Local 47 put the Bert Ger 
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WANG, WANG 
BLUES”’ 


MGM 11004 
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DeLUGG 


“YOU BETTER 
STOP TELLIN’ 
LIES ABOUT 
ME’’ 


78 RPM ’ 
45 RPM 





first 
Brown’s has seen in a blue 
moon. 

Shearing told Nat Moss, op- 
erator of the spot, it would be 
all right with him to linger if 
his musicians would agree. 
They did. The quintet, how- 
ever, took last night (Mon.) 
off and reopened this evening 
(Tues.). 








vis. Agency on the unfair list for 
failure to pay a claim brought by 
member Elwoeed Hart. Tops Music 
Company also was listed as a “non- 
licensed record company and dis- 
tributor of records using non-union 
orchestras” ... Eddie Be an, 
maestro at the Cocoanut rove, 
was ordered to pay $102 to trum- 
peter Robert Perko after the latter 
had, been fired without notice. 

David Rose. took a two month 
leave from MGM and will fly to 
London to conduct for Red Skel- 
ton at comic’s Palladium stand... 
Harry James orch, after a weekend 
of one-niters, is packing to trek 
out late this week on a_ tour 
through ‘the northwest and Canada 
... Louls Armstrong set for a one- 
weeker, starting July 23, at the 
Blue Mirror, Washington, D. C. 
. .. Steve Kisley and a’‘ nine-piece 
crew bowed June 26 at the Ter- 
race Room of the Beverly Hills 
Hotel, replacing Phil Ohman .. . 
Herschel Gilbert re-elected to this 
third term as prexy of the Ameri- 
can Society of Music Arrangers 
with Joe Mullendore, Jeff Alexan- 
der and Robert Ballard voted in as 
veepees. 





Kansas City 


Russ Morgan plays a one-night 
stand at the Pla-Mor ballroom Sat- 
urday (30) ... After some golf in 
town and a two-week date at Hotel 
Bellerive, Willie Shore jumped to 
the Coast for a fortnight at Ciro’s 
... Joe Reichman currently in the 
Terrace Grill of Hotel Muehlebach, 
works eastward after a four-week 
stand_here. Due for another four 
weeks at the Peabody, Memphis, 
beginning July 16, and _ then 
switches back to the Coast for Some 
time in the Mark Hopkins ... 
Henry Busse follows Reichman into 
Muehlebach. 


SAROYAN’S ‘NEW’ SONG 
ACTUALLY DATES TO ’39 


Beverly Hills. 





Editor, VaRIEty: 


In the June 20 issue of the pa- 
per, under Inside Orchestras—Mu- 
Sic, there is a note about “Come 
On-a My House.” The note says the 
tune is a year old. That’s o.k., actu- 
ally, because the song has just 
been published and anything just 
published is new, but the truth is 
Ross Bagdasarian and I cooked up 
this song in November, 1939. The 
way it happened was this: we were 
driving from New York to Fresno, 
and we began to invent songs of all 
kinds. When we got to New Mexico 
it just happened we invented this 
ome gp of saree oe that we 

vented we fo -the t. 
One of them was called oe 
bile, Automobile,” but as I say, we 
forgot it. We liked this one enough 


a of not forgetting 
ore we had gone 
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- Top Songs on TV 


Based on the | Audience Coverage Index & Audienc, 

Trend I by the Office of Research, Inc,, Dr. John g 
3 "Week of June 15-21, 1951 es: 
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Loveliest SE NOOR coco cdivsccicoscdecesendstscesies RO 
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Too Young eee teen se reccccsevecdcccccvcsescevesecesorses  COHelion 
Would I Love You eeee eee eee eee eseeee sesecccnceneecceces ss. Disney 
Five Top Standards 
RNR ike cc king h bkas bab CO ae cen oes Seécakune oak ee» - Berlin 
CES so ac Oh 48 6 ol edo koe SEMEL eens Sete bekpe teen see. Bertin 
I Can’t Give You Anything But Love Baby.....sessesssesersss. Mills 
Bo Ue A er ere Perret eee enoccetess Von Tilzer 
Tea For Two ..ncscccscccvcccvcscdesvoseedacvenseseevescse: Harms 





on traditional Armenian musical 
themes. So sometime in the next 
10 or 11 years, I think you can 
count on hearing—if you listen to 
records at all or the radio—our 
second song. The trouble with the 
writing of the second one so far is 
th: we have not been working in 
New Mexico in a Buick. In fact, we 
are organized now. 
William Saroyan. 


P.S.—The slogan of our outfit 
now is Write "Em and Sell ’Em. 


Dope Inquiry 


Continued from page 1 








proved to be more sensational as 
headlines than productive of any 
police action. None of the oper- 
ators of the named spots was ac- 


cused in the testimony of peddling 
the stuff or knowingly tolerating 


the hophead clientele. No spot has; 


been closed down on a weed rap 
although several of them, particu- 
larly on 52d St., are ..vulnerable 
for operating marginally as strip 
and clip joints for years. 

The testimony at the probe from 
an anonymous femme musician, 
now serving a prison term, threw 
up the names of only two w.k. mu- 
sicians, Charlie Parker and Stan 
Getz. Both the latter have been 
prominent in the “progressive” 
jazz movement to which many un- 
stable elements, in addition to 
legitimate young jazz players, have 
been attracted. One bandman said 
that the black eye suffered in the 
probe will probably draw the final 
curtain down on the. beboppists, 
already a declining and decimated 
sect. 


It’s contended, moreover, that 
while other professions also have 
their share of addicts, the team-up 
of musicians with marijuana has 
become a kind of national. cliche. 
The naming of a couple of musi- 
cians as addicts is seen giving addi- 
tional currency to the cliche. But 
out of the 30,000 members of New 
York Local 802, American Federa- 
tion of Musicians, the proportion of 
“users” is held to be no more than 
the rest of the population. 


D. C. Scans Color 


Continued from page 27 


cast color programs in accordance 
with the standards it has adopted. 
The Supreme Court issued its man- 
date Saturday (23) after the 25-day 
period required for its May 28 de- 
cision upholding the Commis- 
sions’s CBS color authorization, 
had been spanned. Thus, the stay 
order against commercial color- 
casting, which had been in force 
since last November while the 
courts considered the case, was re- 
moved. 





ae . 


D. C. Dealer Adapts Sets 
- Washington, June 26. 








television doesn’t worry one dealer 
in the Washington area with , 
heavy inventory of black-and-white 
sets. Winfield Scott McCachren, 
a consulting engineer who sell; 
Admiral and Philco receivers in 
nearby Arlington, Va., is installing 
adapters in his sets so they wil 
receive color transmissions ip 
black and white. 

McCachren is also offering "Co}. 
ortone” adapters for $19.95, plus 
$20 for installation, which includes 
calling for and returning sets to 
owners. He already has orders to 
keep him busy for several weeks, 
Final adjustments in putting in the 
adapters, he explains, must be done 


when color is being broadcast. For 
this purpose, WTOP-TV is sending 
out 30 minutes of color test pat. 
tern daily, in addition to the half. 
hour CBS morning show at 10:30, 
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Revives Agency 0: 0, of Huge Outlet 





After a few years’ lapse, talent +— 


agencies are again seriously eyeing 
industrial relations as an increas- 
ingly bigger potential outlet for 


Morris Agency points up the fact 
that the field can be catapulted 
into an extremely lucrative one. 

A plan soon to be launched will 
tap a hitherto little exploited field 
by latching onto entertainments 
provided by industrial and business 
firms such as employer-employee 
meetings, sales meets and conven- 
tions, outings, in-the-plant shows 
whose objective is to zoom em- 

loyee morale and efficiency and 
pike production figures. 

The Morris Agency has been hud- 
dling with an employee relations 
consultant and a working basis is 
currently being blueprinted. It is 
figured that throughout the U. S. 
about $500,000,000 is spent annu- 
ally in this direction. Frequently 
employers fail to reap the maxi- 
mum benefit from their efforts in 


(Continued on page 54) 
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_|Chi Chez Paree 


Sparking 1-a-Nite 
Shows in Trans-U.S. Cafes 


The one-show-a-night idea in 
cafes ‘is taking hold ‘in cities out- 
side of New York. Feasibility of 
this idea was started by Hilde- 
garde and her manager, Anna 
Sosenko, and other topliners are 
now being offered that deal. Joe 
E. Lewis has been proferred $5,000 
weekly by the Adolphus Hotel, 
Dallas, for a single show nightly. 

Hildegarde, for example, is 
drawing a capacity 400 customers 
nightly at the Broadmoor Hotel, 
Colorado Springs, Colo., at a $3.66 
couvert, where she’s.in on a two- 
week deal. She similarly did biz 
for other cafes in Oklahoma City, 
Dallas, Jackson, Miss., and Shreve- 
port, La.. She is set for two weeks 
at El Rancho Vegas, Las Vegas, 
starting July 4. 





Big Name Sked 


Chicago, June 26. 

Chez Paree, midwest’s leading nit- 
ery, has set summer and early fall 
bills with the strongest combina- 
tion of names it has had in recent 
years. Joe E. Louis and Sophie 
Tucker come in July 3 for six 
weeks with Danny Thomas head- 
lining Aug. 14. for three to four 


weeks, then Frank Sinatra and 
Willie Shore on a similar stint. 


Billy Daniels and Jackie Miles 
are booked for early October. Not 
pacted yet but slated to return 
are Martin & Lewis and Peter 
Lind Hays & Mary Healy. 


Maxine Andrews, Okay 
After Surgery, May Make 
London Palladium July 30 


Hollywood, June 26. 

Maxine Andrews (Sisters) was 
reported in satisfactory condition 
after undergoing surgery at Santa 
Monica Hospital last week. Sing- 
er’s surgeon, Dr. W. C. Bradbury, 
said she “probably will be able” to 
fulfill the trio’s July 30 commit- 
ment at the Palladium in London. 


Trie a Duo at Roxy 

The Andrews Sisters are work- 
ing as a duo at the Roxy Theatre, 
N. Y., because of sudden illness of 
Maxine Andrews, who left late last 
week to go to the Coast for sur- 
gery. Bulk of the work is being 
assumed by Patti, with Laverne 

in on harmonies. 

Fact that the trio has dwindled 
to a twosome hasn’t brought any 
refund gripes. Patti explains the 
circumstances to audience at start 





















ees lof each performance. 
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‘PALMER HOUSE—Chicago 
JUNE 28-JULY 25 
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San Antonio, June 26. 
A 150-minute vaude show star- 

Pe Jimmy Wakely, Fred Pao 
and Nick Stuart and his orch, is 
barnstorming Texas cities under 
sundry sponsorship. The group 
will appear tomorrow (Wed.) at 
Corpus Christi for the Optomist 
Club, and at Municipal Auditorium 
here Thursday (28) under the West 
Branch of the YMCA. 

Other members of troupe. are 
Blair & Barnett, dancers; Cather- 
ine Toomay, songstress, and the 
Cycling Villenaves. 


Darvas & Julia, 
Lou Walters 26 
Imported Terps 


When Lou Walters reopens his 
Latin Quarter in Miami Beach on 
the site of the old “Pop” Albert 
Bouche’s spot on Palm Island, on 
Dec. 20, he will feature the Ameri- 
can premiere of Darvas & Julia, 
novelty ballroomologists currently 
in-the 1951 “Latin Quarter Revue” 
at the London Casino. Prior there- 
to the team was featured at the Bal 
Tabarin, Paris, and thus is not 
altogether unknown to American 
tourists over the past two seasons. 

Darvas & Julia are set for 44 
weeks, at $2,000 a week, booked 
direct, although the William Mor- 
ris agency has a strong in to take 
over their American representa- 
tion.. After the winter season at. 
the Florida LQ, the dancers shift 
to Walters’ LQ on Broadway, then 
the Palmer House, Chi; Ciro’s, 
Hollywood; the Wedgwood or Pers- 
ian Rooms in N. Y. (Hilton Hotels), 
and the Copley-Plaza, Boston. 


Philly ’Skeller Renamed 
Ebony, Goes Into Harlem 
Revue Styling July 2 


Philadelphia, June 26. 

The Little MRathskeller will 
change its name to the Club Ebony 
and make a major switch in policy, 
starting July 2. Oldest continu- 
ously operating cafe in Philadel- 
phia, it goes into Harlem-type re- 
vues. 

Opening cast under new policy 
will include Peggy Thomas, Bob 
Bailey, Hortense Allen, Calvin 
Davis, the Hot Shots, and a line. 
Randy Dixon, Philadelphia Daily 
News columnist, will do a disk 
show from the lounge. 

Manager Label Spiegel has 
picked a good time for installation 
of sepia floorshows. There is only 
one club (Celebrity Room) present- 








in midtown since shuttering of the 
Click, the summer closings of the 
Latin Casino’s main room and Pa- 
lumbo’s, and the summer show 


slough at the Embassy. 


CHI EMA PUTS SQUEEZE 
ON AGENTS IN ARREARS 


Chicago, June 26. 
Entertainment Managers’ Assn. 
last week voted to crack down on 
reluctant members who have avoid- 
ed payment into the dollar insur- 
ance fund of the American Guild 
of Variety Artists on club date®. 








For 1st Versailles Date 


Jay Marshall has ig signed to 
play > tee Versailles, N. Y., starting 
Delora Bueno will 
be the other performer. 

It’s Marshall’s first date at this 
hospice, other cafe dates in the 
N. Y. area having been played at 








Rouse Me !'E 


|AGVA Wins 154, Borscht Belt Hike 
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But Is Rebuffed on Other Demands 


ih, 





-years ago.. 


Edith Fellows in First 
Gilded Cage, N. Y., Show 


Edith Fellows has been signed 
for the first edition of “Gay 90s” 
show going into the Gilded Cage, 
N. Y., which will occupy the site 
of the now defunct Monte Proser’s 


Cafe Theatre. Others signed so 
far include Ernest Sarracino, who 
directs the mellers at the Old 
Knick, N. Y., and singer Roland 
Rogers. 

Lee Sherman will do the chore- 
ography and Elizabeth Adlon will 
design costumes. In charge of 
production will be Lou Walters, 
operator of the nearby Latin Quar- 
ter, 


Loew's State, N. Y., 
In Vande Revival? 


Loew circuit execs are mulling 
the possibility of restoring stagé- 
shows at Loew’s State Theatre, 
N. Y., for many years a top vaud- 
filmer. It dropped acts several 
Theatre division top- 
pers feel that a hypo is sorely 
needed. 

Policy under consideration is one 
which would call for a house line, 
name performers and pit band. 


Agent producer Ha: Sands did a 
laboratory model unit for casing by 
chain execs, including Joe Vogel, 
Loew veepee in charge of theatres. 
Unit played Loew-Poli dates in 
Waterbury, June 14, and Bridge- 
port, June 17. It’s reported that 
homeoffice execs, while not com- 
pletely satisfied with the unit after 
an inspection, felt that this type 
of show, if-amplified and augment- 
ed, could reasonably stack up some 
b.o. at the State. 





There’s also the possibility that 


the State may. even. go two-a-day 
if it resumes stageshows. It’s felt 
in some executive q that 
such a setup could be exploited 
more effectively and given.a musi- 
cal comedy aura.. The State has 
an extra boxoffice which could be 
used for advance sales, 


Loew's Capitol i. slated to close 


some time jn Angus snd se. ons 
*| straight picture . Should the 
State reopen, it wo continue the 


ing floor entertainment of any kind Jack 
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The American Guild of Variety 
Artists at a meeting held Monday 
(25) at the Capitol Hotel, N. Y., 
voted to sign a two-year deal with 
the N. Y. State mountain resort 
operators, calling for a 15% hike in 
last year’s minimums. . The in- 
crease is for weekends and _ holi- 
days only. 

The increase was the only iu 
obtained by AGVA, the union los- 
ing on other counts, including a de- 
mand for guaranteed employment 


of 12 acts weekly in Class A hotels ° 


and 9 acts a week in B spots. 
AGVA had sought to increase mini- 
mums up to $40 per show in A 
hotels and $27.50 in B spots. 
Last year’s minimums, in effect 
on weekdays in the A inns, are $30 
for singles, $50 for doubles, $65 
for trios, $80 for quartets, with 
acts of. more than four people get- 
ting $15 additional per person. 
B hotels pay $21.50 for’ singles, 
$37.50 for duos, $47.50 for trios, 


$57.50 for quartets and $10 addi- 

tional per person for acts with 

more than four performers. Week- 
(Continued on page 52) 
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Bands Cancelled in 


Maceo Spots 


As Texas Crime Quiz Forces Folds |=: 


Galveston, June 26. 

Maceo & Co., under fire here 
from the Texas.House Crime Inves- 
tigating Committee, in a sudden 
move last week shut down all its 
gambling enterprises in Galveston 
County. 

A Maceo official said the swank 
Balinese Room, the Western Room, 
the Streamliner at Algoa, the Chili 
Bowl and Edgewater Lounge at 
Kemah, and the Silver Spoon at 
Dickson, would be closed, ditto 
lesser known places operated by 
the syndicate, until further. notice. 

Only recently the committee, 
after-completing a five-day secret 
hearing at the state capital in Aus- 
tin, charged that the Maceo group 
took in nearly $2,000,000 last year 
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tinued for another weekend. After 
branch 


from illegal en . The com- 
mittee had Questioned Maceo heads 
during the hearings. 

Company also said-it had can- 
celled: all band contracts for the 
plush Baijnese Room; -including 
Nick Stuart, Frankie Masters, Ted- 
dy Phillips, Ted Weems and Don 
Reid. 


AGVA Boston-Providence 
Branches’ in Vis-a-Vis 
To Ease Dual Agendas 


Boston, June 26. 
The executive committee of the 
Boston and Providence branches of 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
inaugurated a permanent policy of 
joint meetings with a business con- 
fab at Hub’s Hotel Bradford’s Glass 
Room last week. While the first 
meeting was primarily to set the 
machinery working, future confabs 
figure to expedite performer serv- 
ice in processing claims and will 
also prevent any overlapping ac- 

tions between the two branches. 


Many acts playing the Provi- 
dence area are booked through 
Hub agents and occasional jurisdic- 
tional questions have arisen, but 
under the new setup the two 
branches can work with much 
closer cohesion. Ralph Morgan, 
national rep of Boston branch and 
Cliff Barnes, his opposite number 
in Rhode Island org, worked out 
the details for the joint bi-monthly 
meetings. 

Teeoff gas was conducted by 
Pat Kelly of Providence branch, 
but future conclaves will be chair- 
manned on a rotating basis. Freida 
/Fay, Providence, js the recording 
secretary. 


AGVA Wins 15% 


Continued from page 51 


end and holiday minimums this 
season will be 15% over these 
amounts. 

- Strike was handled by the AGVA 


N. Y. branch. Acts walked out on 
Decoration. Day and strike con- 





that, the N. Y. board ac- 
cepted the mountain men’s offer to 
mediate if -work stoppage were 
called off and a new agreement 
reached by the June 25 deadline. 
With the main issue settled, it’s 
unlikely that the resort hotel op- 
erators will resume their threats to 
open a central office, a 
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Crabbe’ Rodeo Dates 


uster Crabbe is-going out on a 

e... of N.Y. rodeo dates. He’s 

been dente for the Freeport Stadi- 
“L. 1, for two days 

starting? uly 24. 

Other dates are = lined up by 

agent Hattie Althoff 


Be It Peel or Reel, 
Pitt Casino’s NS.G., 
So 3d Ops Toss Towel 


Pittsburgh, June 26. 

Quickie promoters have finally 
given up the Casino, local -bur- 
lesque house, as a summer propo- 
sition. Third one to try it in last 
two months threw in the sponge a 
week ago and it’s unlikely that any- 
body else will take a chance. Boys 
tried everything, from sex pix with 
living models to combo screen- 
peeler stuff, but in every case it 
was the same—nebody came. 

They should have learned a les- 
son from past summers. Every 
year, after George Jaffe shut the 
house for the warm months, some- 
body came in with a get-rich-quick 
policy and always died, All it’s 
done has been to help pay the rent 
for Jaffe. He won’t have that to 
worry about in the future, how- 
ever, since he’s retiring and has 
leased the house for five years to 
Hornick & Hirst, as reported in 
VARIETY last week. 


Saranac Lake 


Saranac, N. Y. , June 26. 
Helen Constantine, of the Stam- 
atis Bros. circuit, in from Brook- 
lyn and registered as a guest for 
the customary observation period. 
This is her second breakdown that 
demanded hospitalization. 

The Jack Drummonds, orch lead- 
er, in from Miami and Albany for 
an ogle of the lodge and to mitt 
friends. 
Don Wright, N. Y. Radio City | 
Music Hall staffer, elated over his 
recent ace clinic. Veteran ozoner, 
who licked polio before being 
strick 1 with tuberculosis, is in 
pink of comeback condition. 
After besting a major operation, 
Lawrence. (IATSE) Garber drew 
an extra-good clinic that rates him 
a 10-day furlough in Brooklyn. 
Stanley Nelson, legit actor re- 
cently in TV, in from N. Y. C., 
registered as a new guest and now 
getti the o.0. while under ob- 
servation. 
Bob Tarr all agog over the sur- 
pein —— visit from frau Zora 
arr, of Oil City, Pa., and the 
Charles Wests, of Ellwood, Pa. 
They found him tops 
Joe Fennessy, vandevititas, and 
Shirley Houff, Pitt-Rith circuit 
technician, both rated good clinics 
pa elevated them to minor priv- 


es. 
three months. of wheel- 








(Loew) Sloan, in Cleveland. 
Andrew Aldebo in from N.Y.C. 
to bedside and chat with brother 
Charlie, whose progress is a cer- 
terasy. William = Butler motored 


his frau Hattie, who is doing a 
with the cure. 
Jana Payne planed ‘in from 


¥ oe: Oe iter 
Patricia, who is a Roe pod 





ALEX STUDER AT “THE PIANO 
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said they were downright “mad” 
for classing them as strippers. 


here. 
interpretive, all that stuff. 
fringe.” 


sticks and strip dancing is out in 


’52-Onward Chi Fair 
In View on 8006 Aid 
Via 1% Bite on Nags 


Chicago, June 26. 
Chicago fair in 1952 and annual- 
ly thereafter became a_ reality 
when the Illinois State Legislature 
last week passed a bill guarantee- 
ing $800,000 yearly for the lake- 
front exposition. Money will be 
raised by an additional tax on 


horse-racing receipts. Signature of 
Gov. Adlai Stevenson is virtually 
assured on the bill. 


New 1% hike on the nags will 
also aid fairs throughout the state. 
Companion measure will allow sale 
of beer at the Chicago grounds. 
1950 exposition was a flop, losing 
an-estimated $1, 000,000, bepandeed due 
to cold and rain. 


Bill Stern to Germany 
On 30-Day GI Tour 


Frankfurt, June 19. 

Latest addition to the GI enter- 
tainment circuit is Bill Stern who 
arrives for a 30-day gratuitous tour 
next month. Stern will present 
sports quiz shows and his familiar 
narrative programs in Army serv- 
ice clubs. Also scheduled to arrive 
July 1 is the top harmony combo of 
the Barber Shop Quartet. Society. 
Group consists of Al Shea, William 
gy Dick Grapes and 

Vern Reed, who are coming from 
Buffalo, N. Y. Quartet is slated for 
a similar 30-day tour. 
Meanwhile, the U. S. Air Force 
Band and glee club, headed by con- 
ductor Lt.-Col. George S. Howard 
and M/Sgt. Glenn Darwin, soloist, 
arrived last week for another tour, 
patterned after the U. S. radio 
show, “Air Force Hour.” Tour of 
songstress Pearl Bailey was ex- 





cruteh. tended after the success she scored 
Back to the lodge after taking| on three one-night stands. She was 
their 10-day furlongs are Joe (UA) | held for six more days. Miss Bailey 
Phillips, Tillie (RKO) Ostrow, | is accompanied by the four O’Keefe 
Jerry (Loew) Hornsby who vaca-/| ¢ and the Boyd Bachmann 
tioned’ in New York, Laura! band, of Paris. Latter is slated for |} 


a five-week tour, inch 
gagements with Miss 


the en- 





National Production "Authority 
construct a boys’ cl ding 

here at esthunted cost oe 73,679. 
It’s one of the chief a of 

the local tent. 






















“Nels save «Moke be es eeteareene 
- the question hefore the city welfare department here in keeping 4 aa 
wary eye on nightclub and tavern operation. - f ~ 
Last week Hayes Richardson, welfare director, ordered depart. aie 
ment inspectors to pass the word ‘along that strip dancing would be 7 
out of order in these parts, following reports that banned strippers ~~ 
from St. Louis were now invading this west Missouri metropolis, Fa 
Richardson’s order brought-out some pithy comments from pro. | 
fessional dancers. here who claim a vast difference between the 
strip and the exotic terp. K.C. professionals aver the ousted St. 3 
Louis strippers are not-pros—just waitresses, B girls and other non. 
union gals who perform the strip as part of their job. Gals here . 


“All a stripper does is take off her clothes,” one girl explained 
“We professionals can do any kind of dance step—-tap, toe, 
Besides we never work beyond the 


Houston’s Variety Club Project - 


KC's Strip Vs, Exotic’ Beef 


Kansas City, June 26, 
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at the K. C, welfare department . 


Despite the burn and beef by local dancers, Richardson’s ban 
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COMEDY MATERIAL 
For All Branches of Theatricals 


“UsSis FUN-MASTER 


GLASON’S 
‘THE ORIGINAL SHOW BIZ GAG FILE" 
@ Nos. 3 thru 35 @ $1.00 each @ 
(Seld in wence Only) 
SPECIAL—FIRST 13 FILES FOR $10 
ALL 35 FILES FOR ONLY $25 
@ 3 Gks. PARODIES. a beok 816 6 4 
: $28 ° 
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LARGE 


BALLROOM 
Available 


in the heart of Chicago's loop 

for all manner of rehearsals. 
See Mr. Ludwig’ 
HArrison. 7-3200 
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JACK DENTON 


| WORLD'S GREATEST COMEDIAN* 








_ (Gillette and Richards) 


Just Completed 2 Weeks. 
. RIVERSIDE HOTEL, Reno, Nev. 


“Gillette and Richards—Comedy-tf you haven’t had a good 
laugh recently, you're way overdue, and will get more thon 
your fair share when this couple have taken their last bow!” 


‘Booked, by WM. MORRIS. .csc 4: ¢ 
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16 CONSECUTIVE MONTHS 
OF SMASH BUSINESS . 


(Ask the man who played him) 


1950 


January 13—PATERSON ARMORY, N. J. 
January 23-29—TRITON HOTEL (Rochester) 
Jan. 30-Feb. 4—CAROUSEL (Pittsburgh) 
February 5—RADIO SHOW (Pittsburgh) 
February 9-15—-CASINO THEATRE (Toronto) 
February 17-18—BRANDT INN (Montreal) 
Feb. 20-26—ESQUIRE SHOW BAR (Montreal) 
Feb. 27-Mar. 5—-TOWN CASINO (Buffalo) 
March 8-14—LATIN CASINO (Philadelphia) 
March 12—ED SULLIVAN'S "TOAST OF TOWN" 
March 17-30—TRITON HOTEL (Rochester) 
——~ {REPEAT ENGAGEMENT) 
March 31-April 2—STATE THEATRE (Hartford) 
April 7- AINBOW INN (New Brunswick) 
April 13-19—CASINO THEATRE (Toronto) 
—— [REPEAT ENGAGEMENT! 
April 22-23—Philadelphia 
April 24-May 6—CAROUSEL (Pittsburgh) 
o—— {REPEAT ENGAGEMENT! 
May 8-11—BOWERY (Detroit) 

May 12-18—CHEZ PAREE (Chicago) 

May 20-June 1—TOWN CASINO (Buffalo) 
a—— (REPEAT ENGAGEMENT! 
June 3-4—CALABRESE CLUB (Erie) 

June 9-11—LEXINGTON CASINO (Philadelphia) 
June 21-27—OLYMPIA THEATRE (Miami) 

July 5-August 8—VERSAILLES (New. York City) 
August 3—ARTHUR MURRAY TV Show 

August 8-11—BOULEVARD (Queens) 

August 14-20—CHUBBY'S (Camden) 

Aug. 21-Sept. 3—BILL GREEN'S (Pittsburgh) 














4-24—-TRITON HOTEL (Rochester) 





—— {THIRD REPEAT ENGAGEMENT) 
Sept. 26-Oct. 2—400 CASINO (Albany) © 


October 6-8—RAINBOW INN (New Brunswick) | 


(REPEAT ENGAGEMENT) 
October 2-18—HIPPODROME (Baltimore) 
October 28-29--STATE THEATRE (Hartford) — 
—— {REPEAT ENGAGEMENT) ; 
Oct. 30-Nov. 5~-CHUBBY'S (Camden) 
—— (REPEAT ENGAGEMENT! ) 
November 9-15—CASINO THEATRE (Toronto) 

‘—— {THIRD REPEAT ENGAGEMENT) 
Nov. 17-23—EARLE THEATRE—(Philadelphia) 
Nov. 27-Dec. 3—BOWERY (Detroit) _—_. 
—— {REPEAT ENGAGEMENT! 
Dec. 7-13—-CAPITOL THEATRE (Wash., D. C.} 
Dec. 22-Jan. 11, bet a. THEATRE (NYC) 
January 16—MILTON BERLE TV Show 
January 17—BREAK THE BANK TV Show 

19-26—CHASE HOTEL (St. Louis) 
Jan. 30-Feb. 20—AMBASSADOR HOTEL (L.A.) 
March 8-21—FLAMINGO (Las Vegas). 

Mar, 25—TALLULAH BANKH t 
Mar. 26-Apr. COMMANDO CLUB 
April 5-11—CASINO: THEATRE 4Tcronto 
—— (FOURTH REPEAT ENGAGEMENT) 
April 12-18—-SEVILLE THEATRE (Montreal) | 
April 21-22-——STATE THEATRE (Hartford) 

—— THIRD REPEAT ENGAGEMENT} ————— 
April 23-May 5—CAROUSEL (Pittsburgh) 

—— (THIRD REPEAT ENGAGEMENT! 
May 10-16—CLICK (Phila ) 
May 18-20—CASABLANCA (Canton) 

May 21-27—MAIN STREET CLUB (Cleveland) 
May 29-June 3—-THREE RIVERS INN (Syracuse) 
June 4-10—TOWN CASINO (Buffalo) 


== {THIRD REPEAT ENGAGEMENT} —— 
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Current Releases 


WHY DON'T YOU TELL ME SO 
iF | HAD ANOTHER CHANCE . 


MY INSPIRATION 
YOU CAN'T TELL A LIE TO YOUR HEART 





And the All Time Standard Favorites 
I'LL BE SEEING YOU ) 
THAT OLD FEELING 
WAS THAT THE HUMAN THING TO DO 
WHEN 1 TAKE MY SUGAR TO TEA 
LET A SMILE BE YOUR UMBRELLA 


THOSE WEDDING BELLS ARE BREAKING UP 
THAT OLD GANG OF MINE 








Record Exploitation—ARTHUR MOGUL_ 
Publicity GEORGE EVANS ASSOCIATES 
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Atlantic ity Grds Loins for Peak 
1 Coin as Lions Spurt June Biz 


A 





Atlantic City, June 26. 


Businessmen here are optimistic 
about prospects for the summer 
season which gets underway this 
weekend (30-31). Most seasonal 
places by then are in full operation, 
and the year-round spots have 
opened their summer quarters and 
generally stepped up entertainment 
and help in anticipation of in- 
creased coin. 


Frank Amstutz, secretary-man- 
ager of resort’s hotel association 
and Chamber of Commerce, says 
inquiries on hotel accommodations 
are far ahead of last year. 

Most of the -old standbys are 
back with a few new ones added. 
Possible exception this year is 
bingo-type game, which may be 
banned. A decision is to be made 
in the next few weeks, following 
a charge by the county’s prosecutor 
that several of those games violate 
the law. 


Steel Pier, which draws more 
summer Visitors and cash than any 
single amusement place, has 
booked a number of top headliners 
for its vaudeville. Frankie Laine 
is to appear July 1-7; Andrews sis- 
ters will be back after a year's 
absence, Aug. 19-25; Frank Sinatra 
is here Labor day weekend, Aug. 
31 to Sept. 3, same spot he had a 
year ago. As in past years, a new 
show is booked ‘every week. Top 
bands are featured at pier’s end 
with Vaughn Monroe, July 27-Aug. 
2, among those skedded. 


“Ice-Capades” returns from Hol- 
lywood July 20 for a six-week en- 
gagement on the big Auditorium 
rink. 

Burley Still a Lure 

Million Dollar Pier playhouse 
this season will house “Bagels and 
Yox,” opening Saturday (30) with 
a benefit performance for the B’nai 
B'rith Women. The American-Yid- 
dish musical revue casts the Barton 
Bros., Marty Drake, Mary Forres 
Lou Saxon, Rickie Layne and “Vel 
vel,” Larry Alpert, Laurette and 
Clymas, 

Burlesque is again housed in 
the old Globe, shuttered in the win- 
ter. Shows opened in the middle 
of June and are drawing, most 
visitors taking them in once as 
an thing’ to do” when vacation- 


Nightclubs will again a 
without casinos, and will 


cordingly. M 

do better than season, a poor 
one. ie pe off a bit 
early in pation of good busi- 
ness from the 30,000-delegate con- 
veut of Lions International this 
wee 


are the resort 
one of the une weeks 
in its history. The Lions, many of 





Innovation a 
Club in Serkioy 
weekly Monday night 
tests staged under the 
the National 
becomes eff: 


will include membership 
Empress. But while NSC mem- 
bers can use all Empress facilities, |" 
ordinary Empress Club members 
will not be admitted to the bouts. 


first at the normal $5.50 minimum, 


Harding is promoting the venture | worked 
for the NSC, «eh i srt ay 


bl 





she’s gram 
Says she studied with Katherine 
Dunham, but it must have been/| Las 


Schure-Fire ‘Voice’ 

Jimmy Schure, of the Leo 
Cohen agency, is doubling as a 
“Voice of America” broadcas- 
ter. Schure is cutting a series 
of records in Portuguese for 
airing to Brazil and Portugal. 

Schure learned the language 
in Brazil, where he agented 
American acts for many years. 


JACKLEY ASKS WRIT 
VS. WRIGLEY ROUTINE 


London, June 19. 
A writ seeking an injunction has 
been issued by Nat Jackley 
against Ben Wrigley, claiming 


breach of copyright in movements 
in the latters’ act. Hearing of the 
injunction, which was filed last 
week, is expected soon with the 
trial to follow later. Jackley, 
who is comedian in this year’s 
“Latin Quarter” at the London 
Casino, alleges that Wrigley’s act, 
which recently played the West 
End in Nat Karson’s Empire stage 
show, is modelled like his own. 


Action is being brought under a 
copyright Act of 1911 which Jack- 
ley believes grants protection to 
artists in relation to style, apart 
from material. The comedian, 
who started professionally nearly 
20 years ago with Jack Clifford as 
partner, became a solo act about 10 
years ago. His former partner 
ieamed up with Ben Wrigley (who 
had changed his name from Blott), 
but Wrigley also turned solo a 
few years later. Recently Wrigley 
played Australia and America, and, 
dackley argues in his claim for 
damages, has queered his pitch in 
the U.S. 





Way Off B’way 


auaaaa Continued from page 2 ==! 


here in Rome called the Palazzo 
Sistina, and went there last night 
to see Raschel, an Italian comic. 
It's a revue, and done fairly well. 
One of the stars is Vickie Hender- 
son, an American colored girl, and 
fair and a half. Pro 








singing, because her dancing is 
just derivative, but she gets away 


with it because she’s cute. But this 





| ernment. 


comic, Raschel, knows all the 
tricks. He's a little guy and plays 
the sympathetic, cute stuff right up 
to this straight woman’s navel. I’ve 


duel 


comedian you wouldn't have to un- 
derstand a word and it would still 
be funny. ..and it is. The first act 
finale is a takeoff of the Charleston 
ar and they do it magnificently, 
but you have really to be over 35 
to get it. . naturally, this was very 
difficult for a lot of the audience 
and me. 
Later went to the Rupe Tarpea 
(Jicky Club) to see whether they'd 
anything. The old Roman 


decor is still as fascinating as ever, }* 


but the customers have changed to 
two kinds of swishes, so we went 


to a place a couple of blocks away, a 


which is the only Viennese beer | Reno 
joint in Rome. The beer is all } Desert 
Fight, but it pansied up in there, }1 


too, so went home. 
a Haven’t made Cairo yet, but stick | the 


ae. But first I’m going over | Oriental 
to Athens with a guy who also| 0B 


doesn’t speak Greek. 





ae ~4Continued from page 3 


ably be unable to attend the up- 
posta meetings because of other 


ye American delegates will 
be Joyce O’Hara, acting — 
of the Motion Picture Assn. 
America, and John G. wocectee, 
director of the MPAA’s interna- 
tional division. 


Arnall arrived here Monday (25) 


cabaret| for. the SIMPP’s annual meeting 


and election of officers. He’ll sub- 


al Bee bee tte: bayer on 
markets anda breakdown on the 
previously - reported new deal. 


out with the ee - 


- 


believed that with a real |’ 


conta ila pret 


ths Held baie of § lack ot a oe 
ordinated pro 





music was found 














starting Aug. 15... Penny Conrad 
inked for indef stand at Larry Pot- 


Billy. Gray’s Band Box to a 
in a UI short. 


Bill Miller’s Riviera, Fort Lee, N.J., 
for a fortnight and then head back 
west for two weeks at Cal-Neva 
Lodge, Lake Tahoe .. 

Lendon 


July 9 rg roe ple: Mig one eR 
Cocoanut Grove mulling switch in 
its floorshow format with name 


acts on an eight-months-a-year 
basis only ... tti Page o 
July 24 for fortnight at Desert x 
Vegas... William Warfield sei 
for his first e—a concert 


Coast da 
at Hollywood Bowl July 21 21. 
Wiere set for ——e at 
State Line, Tahoe, July 15.. 
Andrews Sisters get 2 week at Cal- 
Neva e, T 
lays a week at 
starting 





Chicago 
“Pappas celebrates 35th 
Comic Paul Gray heads west to 


lay 9 _—_ “lub, see. Van- 
C. July 2 


south — ‘Amato’s Portland, J 
17, and BOF Club, Spokane, July 


Las V 
ry niversal for ple work 
- added to 
edy slot 


1. He skips over to the den 
Dee tee 14 and nee with 
Waters eshow. at 
ae a Johnnie 
same abet “ye J 12 show with 
Les Paul Mary Ford. ne 


rent at Henry “Grady, Atlanta, with 


wills pacted or ‘Coninsando ub, 
fro tea oo ah ‘aa 
Sloan a tee ng ‘at Ma 
Reno, jy 19. : rey Allen 
Vine Garden July 6 
Colyer comics at Chase, ‘st. Louis, 
June 29 for indef sta , oe 
Leaf — Sioux Falls s. ss is 
ar Frankie set for two weeks 


New York 


Blue 
beam © hdeew ae ae 





yy > 


tended to Ineeaae 
te be Melpful ia reduetug’ worker 


ter’s . Modernaires return to 
N. Y¥. Paramount Aug. 1. . . Dou- 
ble-Daters vocal com , went from |! 


vi 
Ritz Bros. open Thursday (28) at ! 


Miprks Spesity ty Mi-| Yale 


bal peat he EST 











rp 


JARIETY BILLS 
amma aa 











Dorothy | Skyrockets Orc 
debut has =, long-standing set for | ¥raak Renate” 


ahoe, July 6} Rosinas 


Jimmy 
year at Vine Gardens this week’. . . | Sirdani 


Dave set for uly. 13 an 
Georgia eneos a Linda 
State Fair A 


ean | base 





tension in many plants. Some big| "EW YORK CITY [3 Budelis 
factories, especially in the midwest, | prank Deval. Ore Jey Lawrence 
hired bands if an effort to entice Margaret, W Whiting eae ae n° 
new labor. Since pay was frozen, | Prof ‘Backwards n i Basie Bd 
many employers found that they ga on ie zd 
had to provide more off-the-job (& Pacaud Gecaed Riche 
benefits if they were to retain their | Jessie, James & ores, lier. De 
help and prevent mass movement | 4) 3 
to other positions. Carla W belle 
Percenteries, at that time, wale cre Senne —en 
too busy supplying the demand for | Rockettes MIAMI 
the orthodox entertainment fields | £9*7%, Stor Bing y Sd 
to exploit the possibilities inherent Palace (R) 28 Walters & 
in industrial relations. However, | Bins Beats oo eS 
the Morris office, scouting around | Maxie & Janis e 
for new fields of live-talent em-|* 7tal Gils PHILADELPHIA 
ployment, is now enlarging on the | Paramount (P) 27, Roll & Tapp 
World War II development as one se See 0 @ Buddies 
means of raising show biz employ- 4 Evans fg eh Rectan d 
ment levels. jua Patterson & 
It’s expected that the WM thea- Arnold, Rhoda” Teal Barper 
tre department will administer the | f<*ting Ryles WASHINGTON 
industrial relations program at that | Jonn Walsh 5 ie os yee 
office. Probability is that the de-/ 2&7 Kean Phil Brite 
partment will coincidentally hike | Martin Bros Tom Ewell 
the activity in the club date| Marionettes “Howard (1) 29 
wing as well, and will therefore | capitei (P) 3 Onty Eddie. Rochester 
call for close cooperation with the Giarebens Howard MeGhee © 
casual date bookers. wn seo sovee Bayes 
nosecte,” 7 | Nroncesten 
' r y 
' 
Vande, Cafe Dates = || uzsr"sss. | gimmtuis’ °* on 
- Oriental (i) 29 never 
a 
Hollywood BRITAIN \ 
sem eke eet oon Md Leaps Sage 
a ocampbo, opition or two- woop ¢ Nw 
week holdover .. . Sons of Pio- Bartlett "ke yy Empire (S$) 25 
ees shed = fortnight at - pore & Bese c oiey 5, =a 
er bird, e ° starting u Pi Zam: 
vet 'Guy Mitchell, coming west for|;"umeusten, 3 singe 
of radio dates, will make} pio Witmer” oo 
western nitery debut with two-/ Mimi Law Freddie Ha 
weeker at Golden Hotel, Reno, 2 T Clayton Tonette uo rey 

















Terry Cantor Neal 
Ken Barnes & 
some - &a ae 
Morgan Manning roline 
Balaguer Ri 
Copa Models John Guest 
Bva Kane CAs? 
Log Lopez EA HAMPTON 
Jon Saunt ~ Palace (i) 25 
Victor Redman Carroll Co 
Jimmy Cross Gattre z K in 
Mag y erby 
Chas Meek J & B Moxham 
CARDIFF Nancy 
New (S) 25 Walter Niblo 
Cufly Jay Eric Von Aro 
Marlane Starr GLASGOW 
offrey De Vere Empire (M) 
Keen Billy rtholomew 
Syd elds Cavan O’Connor 
Carol Durbi Percy Rich & Eva 
Dick Collins Max Bacon 
Denis & Beryl Los 
Montmartre ° Cavendish 
Ross 
Kortz & D&J a 
Models Pigeons 
CHELSEA Andre Twins & 
wie titel” GRIMSBY 
Dick Calkin Palace (i) 28 
Ricaro Bros Jackie Todd 
Larry Gordon: Giris | William Harris 
Donald Adam Olive Francis 
Regst ¢ | Rhona Roland 
Roy Holland me 
al Cave 
CHISWICK Valentine Lovlies 
Empire (S) 25 rwood & Forest 
Buster Keaton Bobby Dennis 
Nicholls & Merrin HACKNEY 
J & K Stuthard mee Varney. se 
A J Powers Camilla 
i nee Billy McCormack 
ache Co Marri 
Bernard Spear —“t.." 
‘ e 
Delly gecquense Farrell 
H are (s) 25 y Rey Jefferies 
rome 
Rhodes & Lane | Ba Gls 
CANADA 
SAST HAMPTON Wyse & Adams 
Granade (1) 25 Mary 
Catherine Chang 
: Lanty “Clarke ‘Ore 
z Sevitie (@) 25 
t' 
ins Typhoons | - any Bennett 
MONTREAL Lester Co 
st a 
Baker 
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de singer, 
the ee ‘of voice that has won for 


him the label of the 





“Velvet Fog,” 
uff 


dishing out the personality 
in a room that is just right for him. 
The Versailles type of patronage is 
always polite, in line with its al- 
ways-class type of operation; it all 
reflects im 'Torme’s performance 
and click with the eustomers. 

Torme is doing varied ballads 
and rhythms, and he’s emphasizing 
salesmanship all the way. Some- 
times too much so. He could dis- 
pense with those too-cute, precious 
bits of business, but otherwise he 
wins friends and influences his 
bosses with such numbers 
Rodgers & Hart medley, 
Moon” as done by Como, Laine, 
Pinza and Sinatra, etc. His “Black 
Magic” is something that he should 
do more seriously; it’s not the type 
of tune to be jazzed around. 

Torme is the Versailles’ lone 
act; by and large, he’s a good sum- 
mer booking, until such time as 
the Versailles goes into its regular- 
season schedule of more powerful 
names. Emile Petti’s band sup- 
plies the. straight rhythms f 
dancing, and Panchito likewise 
clicks on the Latin stuff. Kahn. 


Chez Paree, Chi 
Chicago, June 22. 
Romo Vincent, Will Mastin Trio 
with Sammy Davis, Jr., DeMarlos 
(2), Johnny Martin, Arden Fletch- 


er Dancers (11), 








ndpoint. Only other 
turn on the bill is Armanda Sulli- 
van, a comedienne imported from 
Bermuda (New Acts). 


If Miss Sullivan shares. the floor 
with anybody, it’s the waiters and 
Unlike most other spots 
specializing in intimate entertain- 
ment, 'CS puts no gag on the help 
during the. show; the serving of 
dinner and drinks and the table- 
clearing go on while the acts are. 
Dishes and silverware 
flying about are distracting punc- 
management 
would do well to eliminate. 

A curiosity. of Miss Fitzgerald's 
vocalizing here is that when it was 
ir] a Village staple, 10 years or so ago, ° 
her style was billed as “advanced. 
Since then the flow and ebb of 
swing, be-bop and various mani- 
festations of jazz have so attuned 
ears to the Fitzgerald type of off- 
beatish lilt that she’s easy digest- 
ing for even the most uninitiate. 
A smash is her offhand version 

“Mule Train,” 
equally good 
“Destination Moon” 
and playful ad libbing on “Love 
“If I Were a Bell.” 
runs through a large repertory, 
most of them requests. 


Sammy Benskin quartet’ pro- 
rhythm and _ backs 
emcees and 


gagement since arriving from U. S. 
thrée months back, having done a 
six-week stint for the more staid 
patronage of the Berkeley Hotel. 
That they were able to score: an- 
other success with such a contrast- 
ing audience is a measure of their 
versatility and adaptability. Open- 
ing-night audience gave the act a 
clicko reception—a_ solid’ ovation 
which began with their first num- 
ber and carried to the end. 


Rock nothe 
idea that led to bowoff, with -Vaga- 
bonds taking over for repeat ver- 
sion that could well be eliminated. 
Idea negated full hand for the De- 
Marcos and wound u 
sp.t despite Vags Italian comedy 
dialect angles. 

Condos & Brandow follow and 
pick matters up quickly with their 


prise their “Baby It’s Cold Out- 
side” and “Hollywood Audition” 
numbers to good results, 

r Serge Flash, who 
stuff over with 


fort of an unfamiliar clown cos- 
tume. He keeps his turn moving 


skill, despite 


handsome bow-off with on-the-floor 
turnovers while 
bouncing ball on a mouthstick. 

In deuce, Romanos Bros. earn 
salvos with knockabout acro act. 
Trio builds steadily with succession 
of nifty flips, deftl 
stand and a chair 3 

Dorothy Dorben line of lookers 
has three routines, each carefully 
planned and colorfully costumed. 
Circus motif serves as opener that 
wins immediate attention, and mid- 
routine is a crowd- 
leaser. In each routine, Alice & 

arry Ashton are featured in some 
tasteful and imaginative terping. 

Singing maestro Hal 
bleats the special lyrics to the pro- 
duction tunes and crew does a 
ob of showbacking. Dance- 
s effective, with Derwin con- 
tinuing vocal. chores. during the 
evening. To eight members of his 
12-piece outfit, incidentally, this is 


Brandow .backs on 
- and comes out 


ta 

and trumpet. Aud is worked for 
full values with their interchange 
on the tap work and piano, with 
highlight Brandow’s ta 
dunce. Duo. keep tossing in corny 
hout that slows. pace 

ong. Withal get re- 
sounding palms. 

Vagabonds repeat the standard 
act they've done locally for sev- 
eral years, and lately on video. It 
sets well all the way. Included are 
“Salt Song,” the 





him throughout... Show 
a warm start with 
Come and Get It Day,” which was 
also a hit in their 
Second number is a 
version’ of “I’ve Got You,” then 
they adroitly change style and tem- 

to sock with “Cockeyed Optim- 
Also in lighter vein, duo 
comes across with “When You and 
I Were Young Maggie Blues,” fol- 
lowing with effective emotional 
“September Song.” The one tune 
that doesn’t seem to fit in with 
rest of show was 
though liked by many of the cus- 
But there were no two 
minds about their fancy arrange- 
ment of “Only for Americans,” 
which rates high among local cafe 


Act is limited to two weeks and 
should draw steady biz. 


“That Great 


revious stint. 
ighly stylized 





outh Seas bit 
ass-player comic Pete 
Petersen; the panto breakins by 
Attilio, accordionist; the spoofing 
bit on “I Wonder” with imagina- 
ti-2 comedics involved; an. Italian 
comedy song and, for the finish, 
“Dark Eyes,” which features biz by 
P.terson, Attilio and the guitaring 
duo of the act. 

Frank Linale orch makes for an 


while almost 


Cee Davidson vides the danc 


Orch (9),.Pancho Band (4); mini- 
mum $3.50, cover $1. 


played for Jan Garber, who held 
down the podium here for a con- 


~ 


ing followed by another American 


drummer Charley Smith does a 
artist, Georgia Gibbs, in for a fort- 


apt backgrounding crew and sets 





couple virtuoso chores to space out 


siderable period. the entertainment. 


up easy’ and inviting ae for 


night July 2. dance sessions. 


It’s a top ag- 


Although its current bill is low 
on marquee value, Chez Paree has 
solder together a smooth show 
as a bridge between this summer's 
steady top-budget talent lineup. 
Last bill was. topped by Jimmy Du- 
rante, but this layout could shape 
into one of the best the supper 
room has had in weeks. 

Unfortunately, headliner Romo 
Vincent sumed on the custom- 
ers at show. ca t (22) with an 
apology and explanation for the 
fill-in nature of his booking and 
the difficulty of following Durante. 
In this, he not only erred in taste 
but forgot that he’s in on the merit 
of his smooth comedy antics. 
tund comedian, who’s playing this 


room for the 


Felix King’s orch does neat, un- 
obtrusive backgrounding job, and 
the ae Lopez combo cee 


gregation that even at this late 
stage might still be labeled ‘“ad- 
vanced” and has considerable fol- 
lowing of its own: Cliff Jackson 
rovides the breathers 
and is onatons cs 


New Acts 


BOB McFADDEN 
Infpersonations 


ins. 
Canadian Nat'l Expo., Toronte 
After previously confining him- 
self to nightclub work, Bob Mc- 


Hetel New Yorker, N. Y. 
(TERRACE ROOM): 
Robert Sidn 


Shamrock, Houston 
(EMERALD ROOM) 
Houston, June 22. 
Liberace, Kathryn Lee, Henry 
King’s Orch; minimum $3.50. 





production of 
»” with Johnny 
Flanagan, Kevin O’Sullivan, Gloria 
Lucille Cavan- 
augh, Mary. Over, Mary Lela Wood, 
Florence Budny, Marion Lulling 
Bernie Cummins Band, Dell Staton 
minimum, $2.50; Saturday 


EI Rancho, Las Vegas 
(ROUNDUP ROOM) 
Las Vegas, June 20. 
Jackie Miles, Lina Romay 
ter Burnell with June 
Dancers (8), Ted Fio Rito Orch 
(10); no cover, no mmimum. 





naprchaiemsd erage a 





Pianist Liberace arrived at the 
Shamrock, along with his brother 
George (billed as “musical direc- 
tor”), with practically no one in 
wing who he was, what 
he did, or how to pronounce his 


Large-sized lobby posters and 
r ads solved only the lat- 
“Lee-ber-AH-chee” 
But after his Tuesday (19) 
ner, crowds were filling the big 

















The Hotel New Yorker’s iceshow 
is a deft and easygoing bit of en- 
tertainment, and a sure way to 
break in a younger set of nitery- 
goers. The Terrace Room is en- 
ticing sizable juve trade at its eve- 
In addition, a Satur- 


Jackie Miles returns to town 
for another welcome session with 
Roundup Roomers. Amicable yearly 
arrangement puts smiles on man- 
agement and patrons alike, with 


first time .in eight well-filled tables each show. attest- 


years, brings in a brand of zany- 
ism that’s refreshing 
room’s steady lineup of glib buf- 
foons. He flops his huge midriff 
around, ¢cozies up to the custom- 
ers, and heckles the band in be- 
tween rocking across his vocal dis- 
sertations.. © of this rules out 


his early 


Fadden has joined Sam Snyder's 
“Water ‘Follies of 1951” which, on 
its first engagement in front of the 
Canadian National Exhibition 
grandstand (24,000), Toronto, saw 
McFadden scoring a big success on 
his impersonations. 
ing end, he did a fine Lionel Bar- 
rymore anda whammo Walter 





tery principally because of the 
th press agentry 
an entertainer has received in two 
ears of two-week stands at the- 


ing to merits of Bronx comedian’s 
desert hegira. 

Miles’ bulging storage bin of 
jokés, gags, and bits enables him 
to extract choice morsels for slot- 
within a rambling monoilogy. 
ng no attempt to charter bee- 
line course from walkon to boffo} rig, 


d luncheons entices substan- 
tial mom and moppet attendance. 
programs start rea- 
at the kids can 
bed at a respectable hour 
ves adult diners a chance to 


The Terrace Room during’ the 


sonably early so Liberace is a_ slick showman, 


making use of dramatic lighting 
and amplification. He plays a ter- 


On the talk- 


finish, he e 


Vincent aieene with “I Like Peo- 
ple” number; builds with Italian past 


monolog and —— 
colored porter rou 


loys a meandering 


.. Purrs in gentle 
nsistence until at- Li 


Brennan scene from “Red River” 
cific.” | (film), complete with 5,000 head 
cattle effects, with mike 
he prefers singer take- 


has tried several 
came back to 

tank shows. 
lure to the tourist 


technique wi 
stops on the wer. 
tones, but with 
tention is won from every 


licies but alwa 
by now tradi 


trade and kee 


‘em up with 


=y 


’ the hotel tran- 


he himself around the floo: 
"aca" ie “bang err 
"ra ath at SL a 
the house with 


semi-main, rock 
fast hoofing, and 
Davis scores with 


takeoff. Lad 


Good looking and clean cut 
youngster, im ~ tailored, 
went over sbildty on b Billy Eck- 

ak Monroe, Ezio 
and Frankie Laine, with an 
uncannily neat routine as to how 
Gable, et al., would sin 
ay You Look Tonight,” 
he could drop that 
which should otherwise 








oung Sammy. 
fine 


gins Romay, fresh el go. 
w,” gives locals a peep at 
talents—torso twistin d 


returns for : 
Lanza and Laine vocal impreshes, 


edy is by Johnny Flanagan, aie he has 
ts killful department, "isrunet 


mid 
dosage of south-o 
“Chiu,” “Adios Muchachos,” “Tico 
Tico,” “Brazil,” and one pop “But 
Not For Me.” 

Buster Burnell & June 
of| line set mood for Miss 
curious intermix 


an a 
which get the group beg-off divi- Goter TV, or similar media, on 
ds. . ‘ d jected 


Ree ode A germ vouthful appearance and 
sincerity 


with heavy | Girls (8), Don Carlos Orch; cover 


yisms. He 
does a clown number and inter- e-border tunes | $3.00 


rupts a arg | with buffoonery, his 
peaninee. Se to* letiae emsbes. Be ARMANDA SULLIVAN 
Comedy 


Cafe Seciety, N. Y¥. 
Femme is a blonde, fairly attrac- 
tive import from | 
her New York debut. 
success on her own 
‘s not up to stand- 
rances on the 
ttan. 





Cee Davidson does 
ee a job 


la W 
oria Dawn and Marion 





Hotel Biltmore, L. A. 
(BILTMORE BOWL) 


capable . con 
smoothly the 
Alice ul & Dic 
Dorothy Dor 
with A 


for her to sell 
this brand of material. 


Miami, June 24. 
4), Steve Condos & 

ndow, DeMarco Sisters 
(5), Frank Linale Orch; no mini- 
mum or cover. 


on the site of the 


Lulling. 
over handily. 
ringm 


wat 


ait 
og ee aoe 
5 


the show, provides 
na pair of songs, he 


> band is suffi- 
eep the custom- 
ers interested in th 


Vagabonds { 
the t Bra 
hits .it off well. 


Bernie Cummins 
ciently potent to k 2, who makes 


solemn work of the accompani-| Apollo, N. Y. 


& Barry Ashton 
Derwin Orch (12); cover $1-$1.50. 


This room 
after the show. It’s an outfit de-| old Club Bali, is latest entry along The Three Lads, a white acro 





signed mainly for terping, with a cafe sector of the Miamis. er’s popularity is|turn, score easily at this Harlem 


pa 


Straight. vaude format passes in- 
to history with this 
and outlook is. bright for a m 
at this downtown hotel’s " 
Line of cuties and full-scale pro- 
duction — like_the right 


to spur 


steady beat and an easy style. He’s 
a longtermer in this room, filling 
s requirements in-a han 


nn 

The Dell Staton’ Trio p 

bo | the relief music. This outfit, - 

cena ee outs ™ (Staton), 
a 


house with a series of standard 


cing 
rmat is slightly remi- 
the Acromaniacs, the 
boys stand on their own with a few 
tricks that win 
waste no time 
brief 


Rey St es Seti 


Operators are the Vagabonds, | unqu 
prime_draws on the mainland side 
of the area, with longrun records 
at the Clover Club set in recent 
In this new location, several 
locks down from the spot where 
they established themselves, they’re 
ting themselves in one of 


by new and orig- 
inal mate Many of his - 
are well worn and he is co 


mitting. They 
een stunts and 


session moves along ginger 


terest. 

The plent ~dges 
to be amaatived ad te — 
ing show,,.but manager, Joe Faber 





the hanc-cmer. new sc*'is + 
ing from opening night, t 


Lads should do okay in vau 
and TV spottings. 








bass accordion. 
good blend of terp incentives. 


wth Sk we 
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US. Ballet to Tour Israel for It Time; 
Lena Horne Set for Two Weeks in Feb. |: 





Lena Horne is set for her first + 


visit to Israel. So is the N. Y. City 
Ballet Co., which will be the first 
U. S. classfeal terp troupe to tour 
the Holy Land. Both will make 
their Israeli bows under aegis of 
Gillon & Ginzburg, of Tel Aviv, 
oldest impresarios in Israel. Firm 
has been in the concert biz there 
28 years. 

Pacts were signed by Baruch 
Gillon, who was in N. Y. for six 
weeks prior to leaving last Sunday 
(24) for London, en route home. 
Firm has now lined up nine events 
for the °51-’52 season, for their 
concert circuit, which takes in the 
Big Three cities of Tel Aviv, Haifa 
and Jerusalem, and various outly- 
ing settlements. 


Violinist Mischa Elman will open 
the G&G season in October, in a 
three-week tour of 10 conceris 
minimum. He'll probably double 
that. Rosario & Antonio dance 
troupe of 14 will follcw in Novem- 
ber, for a five-weex tour. Violinist 
Yfrah Neamzn will give eight con- 
certs in December, as will the gui- 
tarist Andres Segovia. Baritone 
Kenneth Spencer will do eight con- 
certs in January. 

Miss Horne is skedded for two 
weeks. in February, with 10 appear- 
ances planned, and 18 likely. Team 
of John Sebastian; harmonicist, and 
Peter Hamilton, dancer, will play 
two weeks, or 18 dates, in March. 
Violinist Yehudi Menuhin will 
make his third Israeli visit in 
April, for at least 10 concerts in 
two weeks. 

The N.Y. City Ballet Co., making 
its first continental European tour 
next spring (it danced in England 
last summer), will hop over to 
Israel for two weeks in May. 
Troupe of about 60 people will give 
18 performances, six evenings and 
three matinees a week, for the 
fortnight. There are no Friday 
night performances in Israel. 


Penn Solons Nix Hope 
For Pitt Sunday Opera; — 
Church, Politicos Blamed 


Pittsburgh, June 26. 


Any hope that the Civie Light 
Opera Assn. might be able to give 
S-nday performances here of its 
outdoor productions.in the future 
was nixed last week when a bill 
aimed at that was killed in the 





Pennsylvania State Legislature. | th 


The bill wasn’t directly for the 
Sunday shows, but was to permit 
people of Pittsburgh to vote on 
whether they wanted them or not. 

Measure, introduced by Rep. 
Theodore Schmidt (Dem.) of 
Pitts , was defeated 97-90, 
with 1 needed for e. It 
was the second time Schmidt had 
brought his bill up on the floor; 
previously it failed of passage by 
three votes. 

Opposition insisted that church 
groups were to the meas- 
ure and that political leaders in 
Pittsburgh did not come out pub- 
licly for it. Bill would have per- 
mitted voters in Pittsburgh to de- 
cide by referendum at the July 
primary whether they wanted-sum- 
mer opera performances on Sun- 
days between the hours of 2 p.m. 
and midnight. Schmidt pointed out 
that the Civic Light Opera Assn. 
has lost money steadily in six-day 
operations during the five seasons 
it has already been presented and 
that Sunday performances might 
help it break even. 


Westhamoton Preeming 





‘With New ‘Fourposter’| £<5"v: 


Westhampton, L. L., June 26. 

Westhampton Playhouse opens 
Monday (2) with the American 
premiere of “The F er,” co- 
starring Jessica Tandy and Hume 
Cronyn. Opening night for the 
Jan De Hartog two-character play 
is already sold out, with the larg- 
est proportion of seats bought by 
the 30 investors in the new play- 
house. 

Ron & Ruth Rawson, producers, 
are hosting an opening night party 
at the Swordfish Club for investors, 
press, and stars. Playhouse has 
709 seats with a price scale rang- 
ing from $1.80 to $3. 

Playhouse staff includes Robert 
O’Byrne, manager, Bob Ullman, 
press, Paul Morrison, resident di- 
rector; Richard Burns, resident de- 
signer, and Robert Sagalyn, stage 
manager. 





New Registry Record On 


Wing Training Program 

Professional Training Program 
of the American Theatre Wing. has 
set a new record with an enroll- 
ment for the summer term, started 
last week, of 1,139, with 200 more 
likely to join. Figure far exceeds 
other summer terms, which usually 
drop because of strawhat employ- 
ment, : 

Indications are that veterans 
checked in just in time to save re- 
maining GI benefits, based on re- 
cent VA ruling cancelling further 
benefits for veterans not actively 
studying July 25. 


Kansas City’s Al Fresco 
Is Finally Realized As 





‘Desert Song’ Tees It Off) 


Kansas City, June 26. 


Starlight Theatre Assn. inaugu- 
rated outdoor summer theatre here 
l: * night (25) with a sellout house 
for the opener, “Desert Song.” 
Crowd of 7,600 filled the new the- 
atre in Swope Park. Theatre cost 
$1,000,000. 

Sigmund Romberg, directing the 
orch in person, was an added 
touch to the event, which climaxed 
a campaign of years to get an al 
fresco summer musical season 
here. Each week will see a new 
musical production, for 10 weeks 
through the summer. 


With the capacity house and an 
advance ticket sale of over $200.- 
000 for the season, Starlight is be- 
lieved to be well launched. Asso- 
ciation needs over $400,000 to 
break even on the 10 productions. 


Incessant rains of past three 
weeks slowed the advance sale 
considerably, but season neverthe- 
less looks like a winner, according 
to Bill Symon, business manager, 
and John Moore, president. Local 
interest is keyed high by thorough 
backing of the Kansas City Star, 
radio stations and other channels. 


Production director Richard 
Berger and his staff had their 
troubles readying the opener, re- 
hearsals literally running between 
the raindrops. Sets by Albert 
Johnson, too, were slowed by the 
weather and only finished under 

e wire. Berger’s staff also in- 
cludes Vonn Hamilton as dance 
director; Roland Fiore, musical di- 
rector; Harold Decker, associxte 
musical director; William Meader 
and Harry Howell, stage managers; 
Tony Ferrara, assistant stage man- 
ager, and Warren Boudir:ot, ensem- 
ble director. 

Takeoff drew major attention 
from neighboring outdoor show 
projects, St. Louis Muny Opera 
Assn. being represented by a dele- 
gation of 20 of its directors and 
execs, headed by Jacob Lashley, 
president, and Paul Beisman, busi- 
ness manager. Leads for “Desert 
Song” include Victoria Sherry, 
Brian Sullivan, Donald Clarke, 
Buster West, Lucille Page, Kather- 
ine Sergava, Truman Gaige and 
Richard Wentworth. 


Ciner Overa Bows With 
‘Love’; Skeds Overeitas 





, Bruno Landi and Giu- 
dengo. 


Season runs through July 21. 
with nightly performances exceot 
Mondays. An innovation will be 
the presentation of two light operas 
on Tuesdays in the Cincinnati 
Garden, with a three-side, 6,000- 
seat arrangement. Operettas will! 
be “Rosalinda” tonight (26) and 
July 10 with Claramae Turner. 
Charles Kullman and Irra Petina. 
and “Merry Widow” July 3 and 17 
with Florence Quartararo and Kull- 


man. 

Seale at both places is 65c to 
$3.50. Fausto Cleva, Paul Breisach 
and Renato Cellini alternate on, the 
conducter’s podium. 

Harry McWilliams, Columbia Pix 
publicity exec, is again in charge 
of press and promotions, a charc 


Pee which he commutes weekly 


from his New York office. 





| RKO Chain Film Houses 





j handling the, narration. 





N. Y., has taken mo Ewe 
town Playhouse, 
V e, for the summer, and is 
ope Sa (30) with 
O’Casey’s “Shadow of a Gunman.” 
Percy Freer, formerly- with the 
Abbey Players, will direct. Robert 
O'Flaherty and Sy Trabers will’ 
play ‘the leads. 


‘Dybbuk’ Preem 
Patricia Neway, who scored as 
the lead in Gian-Carlo Menotti’s 
“The Consul” on Broadway a year 
ago, and in the same production 


in London and Paris this past win- 


ter, has been signed by the N. Y. 
City Opera Co. ior the preem of 
a new opera, “The Dybbuk,” by 
David Tamkin, to be done this fall. 
Singer-actress is also being set by 
Columbia Artists Mgt. for a short 
concert tour, starting next January. 


Miss Neway did ‘The Consul” 
in London from -eb. 21 to April 
28, and in Paris for a couple of 
weeks, starting May 2, with sock 
press reaction in both. She’s still 
abroad, doing French radio and TV 
stints this month. She has two 
dates with orchestra in London's 
Festival of Britain July 5 and 9, 
a Paris orch concert Aug. 12, and 
several BBC broadcasts in July and 
August. 

Singer was unknown. until her 
Broadway bow in “The Consul,” 
but is now looked on as a hot con- 
cert and opera prospect. The Wil- 
liam Morris agency is handling her 
for legit, pix and popular-vein TV, 
while the Judson, O’Neiil & Judd 
division of Columbia Artists Met. 
books her for opera, concert and 
longhair TV. 


PITT NOW HAS 8 BARNS 
IN WAGON WHEEL ENTRY 


Pittsburgh, June 26. 

Last-minute entry into the straw- 
hat field is the Wagon Wheel Play- 
house, which will open an eight- 
week season with “The Man Who 
Came to Dinner” July 9. It'll be 
adjacent to the Pines, longtime 
summer restaurant about 15 miles 
from the downtown area, and audi- 
ence and stage area are to be cov- 
ered by a circus tent, somewhat 








ties of the theatre. 





real danger the critics represent, and not a v 
grave one at that, is that though they are shrewd and accurate 
of a good play, they know very little about acting and almost 
at all about direction, and their ignorance has inflated sundry-egos and 
thereby increased the cost of what should be merely the basic commodi- 


“A real danger, only just discernible, is that because of its easier 
promise of survival in a business of either live or tlie, our theatre is 


rapidly becoming a predominantly musical one. Our musicals are now 
the best to be seen anywhere, it is true, and have reached a special 


eminence at the peak of which tower 
even they, I am sure, would not wish for a theatre dominated in the 


main by only one form.” 


dgers and Hammerstein, but 


Milton Berle's production affiliation with “Seventeen,” musical that 
bowed on Broadway last week, is the second time the comedian has 
been linked to a show as a producer, though he has put up coin for 
a number of legits. The other time was some years ago, and the show 
was “Same Time Next Week,” which starred the Hartmans. It never 
came to New York following its out-of-town tryout. It was recently 


made into a film by Laurel Films, New York indie. 


On “Seventeen,” 


Berle is co-producer with Sammy Lambert and Bernie Foyer. 
Berle, of course, has starred in a number of legits, the most success- 


ful of them being “Ziegfeld Follies” some years ago. 


“See My Law- 


yer,” produced by George Abbott, was a straight comedy starring the 
comedian; “Springtime in Brazil” was a musical flop. 


“Glad Tidings” (formerly “Sacred and Profane”) which is playing 
the silo circuit before a projected Broadway opening, and has been 
going through the usual rewrite throes, went through a special rewrite 
job for one day last week. Comedy, showing at Marshall Migatz’s Salt 
Creek Theatre in Hinsdale, Ill., and starring Melvyn Douglas and Signe 
Hasso, was sponsored by a church group opening night, and the story of 
an illegitimate child had to be slightly sapolioed for the benefit per- 


formance. 


Producer, who booked the package, was willing to give 


the church another night and show, but group wanted the Ed Mabley 


satire. Writer came in a week ahead to do special treatment. 





Strawhat Notes 


Russell Lewis and Howard Y: ‘ 
who in association with the Music 
Circus of America Co., put on a 
tent in Sacramento, Cal., are al- 
ready planning two more Music 
Circuses, one this winter in Hono- 
lulu, the other next summer in 
Seattle. 


Jean Stapleton is set for two 
shows at Bill Green’s Arena The- 
atre in Pittsburgh as Bella in 
“Happy Birthday” July 2 week, 
and Myrtle Mae in “Harvey” July 
9. She did Myrtle Mae on the road 
for 60 weeks with Frank Fay and 
20 more with James Dunn .. 


Wayne will repeat his Broadway 
role in the Dallas Starlight Thea- 
tre’s production of “Te Li'l 
Darlin’,” scheduled July Par 
Clarence Derwent joined the “Miss 
Mabel” com 
member, in e this “ 
and will tour the citronella circuit 
with Lillian Gish and Dennis Hoey. 
Barbara Rush, Paramount star- 
let, will play the title role in 
“Miranda,” week of July 2, at 
Robin Hood Theatre, in 
Delaware. 


James Nolan will head the male 


Princeton Summer Theatre com- Dre 


pleted .staff with pacting of Mel- 
vin Bourne as scenic designer. 
Howard Miller is 


similar to that now being pg | uel 


Sam Handelsman on his 
Green’s Arena Theatre. Wagon 


conventional 


press reps 
Wheel, however, is going in for | cent 
staging. 


Projeet will be operated as well 
as directed by Francis Mayville, 
who tried summer stock around 
here a couple of seasons ago at 
the Mellon Auditorium in 


ollowing , ayville has 
lined up “All My Sons,” “Light Up 
the Sky,” “Kiss and Tell,” “Night 
Must Fall,” “ Washington 
Slept Here,” “Angel Street” and 
“Tonight at 8:30.” Non-Equity resi- 
dent company will~be recruited 
here-and in New York. 

For a community that was with- 
pr any eal —— for such 
a long time, g certainly 
getting a load of it these days. 
Addition of Wagon Wheel gives 
the: district about eight of them 


folded 
“Dinner,” M 





Mary Wickes has joined the La 
Jolla (Cal) Playhouse for her 
le it debu 


for ingenue ‘lead in 
Being Earnest,” 
round presentation at the Del 
and Deauville Clubs, Santa Moni- 
ca, Cal. 
Chorus of singers and dancers 
for this week’s Bucks ul ae 
udes Jane Ball, 
op 


aie 


To Use Occasional Legits| in'the 


Continuing with the policy of| 5 


booking non-conventional stage 
shows at various intervals, the 


RKO film chain has lined up a lec-| starrin 


ture-type- tation of George 
Bernard aw’s “Don ‘Juan in 
Hell” to play its Keith’s White 
Plains (N. Y.) Theatre next fall. 


Charles Boyer, Charles Laughton, | rect 


Cedric Hardwicke and Agnes 
Moorehead will appear 
voresentation. Same house also 
will offer Sadler’s Wells Theatre 
Sallet in a special engagement. 
Another RKO house, Proctor’s 
in New Rochelle, N. Y., will run a 
series of orchestral concerts for 
children on Saturday mornings be- 
ginning Oct. 20. Thomas Scher- 
man will conduct his Little Orches- 
tra Society, with Max Leavitt, 
stage director of ths Met Opera 


in the July 








the Peter Blackmore comedy. 

Robin Hood is under direction 
of Windsor Lewis, husband of Bar- 
bara Bel Geddes. 


Off-B’way Show 














Father Was a Yale Man, 


(PROVINCETOWN PLAYHOUSE) 
“Father Was a Yale Man” is a 
co along 
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‘Tnnocents’ Big’ $9,500 in Olney; 





Oiney, Md., June 26. . 
Sidney in “The Inno- 
cents” chalked up a surprisingly 
pig $9,500 last week at Olney The- 
atre. The Sidney starrer teed off 
with a moderate advance sale, but 
puilt to SRO Saturday night by 
dint of unanimous press praise and 
word-of-mouth. 
Eve Arden in “Here Today,” 
opening te ‘ght (26), will probably 
be the first capacity grosser of the 
season for the_house. 
Meantime,. producers Richard 
Skinner and Evelyn Freyman dis- 
closed that they have booked the 
world preem of a new Paul V.incent 
Carroll comedy, “Chucky Head,” 
for week of July 24. Show, slated 
for Broadway in the fall under the 
aegis of John Golden and Eddie 
Dowling, will star Dowling from its 
inception here. Carroll himself is 
trekking from England to oversee 
the production, which is slated for 
two other strawhat weeks, Stock- 
pridge and East Hampton, Long 
Island. 


‘Money’ $8,900, Westport 
Westport, Conn., June 26. 

John Loder in “For Love Or 
Money” rolled up a strong $8,900 
at the Westport Country Playhouse 
last week. Matinee biz was excel- 
lent. Betsy von Furstenberg, in the 
original June Lockhart role, won 
raves from local press. 

First new play of Westport sea- 
son is on this week—Helen Claire 
and Richard Kendrick in Robert 
Anderson’s comedy, “Love Re- 
visited.” 


‘Chiltern’ $3,600, Stockbridge 

Stockbridge, Mass; June 26. 
“The Chiltern Hun grossed 
$3,600 at the Berkshire Playhouse 
last week, at a $2.94 top. about 
what producer William Miles ex- 
pected on opening week without a 
star. It’s his 13th season here. No 

clue to summer’s prospects yet. 
Premiere of “Maid to Order” has 
been cancelled. Leo G. Carroll, 
who was to have opened in R. C. 


(Continued on page 59) 


Philly Opera Co. Pacts 
ATPAM for Future Use 
After Washington Tiff 


Assn. of Theatrical Press Agents 
& Managers, which had a hassle 
recently with Anthony Terrac- 
ciano, head of the Philadelphia 
Civic Opera Co., over union rep- 
resentation, has effected a satis- 
factory. settlement with the pro- 
ducer. et. ; 

Hereafter, all of the. opera com- 
pany’s operations in Philly and 
elsewhere will employ ATPAM 
personnel. Troupe makes occasion- 
al winter visits to Cleveland, De- 
troit and one or two other cities, 
in addition to its home. season, 
and recently played a summer en- 
gageinent of 11 dates at Water- 
gate, in Washington. om) 
didn’t use help 
Philly, oF the D. C. date, the 
latter engagement bringing the 
m.tter te a head. 


Oneen 868 in 11, D. C. 





ri) 

Co pi. ed to chalk credit- 
0. manag up 2 

able $44,000 for its 11 perform- 

ances at the Watergate, Govern- 


Operas gave evidence 
support. 


public 





; Haring, 
the late Dwight Deere Wiman’s of- 
fice, has formed her own office, to- 
gether with Anne Wiman, daugh- 
ter of the late producer, and is 
Teading scripts. She will also: do 


Coaching, and casting for other | 


Producers, . 


in pondio. and Haring are staying 
n the Wiman 


in the Alvin Theatre Bidg., N. Y. 


a. 
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Stadium Musical to Mark 
250th Anni of Detroit 


Detroit, June 26. 


A five-level stage built on foot- 
ball bleachers at the U. of Detroit 
Stadium will be used to present the 
“City of Freedom” musical, which 
will be one of the highlights of 
Detroit’s 250th anniversary. ._ The 
Show will start a 10-day run in mid- 
July. 

In the production will be a 100- 
voice chorus, 34-piece symph orch 
and a cast of 1,200 actors, singers 


‘and dancers. Blurbs describe it as 


“nostalgia, combined with comedy 
and history and seasoned with 
beautiful music.” The show, in- 
cluding 20 original musical num- 
bers, was written by Father Daniel 
A. Lord, Jesuit writer. 


Barn Mors. Head 
Blasts O'Brien 


Albany, June 26. 


John Huntington, president of 
the Stock Managers Assr. and op- 
erator of the Spa Summer Theatre, 
Saratoga Springs, this afternoon 
in an interview over WXKW con- 
demned Margaret O’Brien for run- 
ning out of her 10 weeks’ commit- 
ments on “Junior Miss.” Hunting- 
ton had planned to open his fifth 
season with her next week. She 
was to play Princeton this week; 
and Norwich following Saratoga. 

Huntington’s blast marked the 
first timte a star had ever been 
criticized on the air in the Capital 
district by a strawhat manager, and 
the_ first time that booking diffi- 
culties’ had been so detailed. Com- 
menting that Miss O’Brien reneged 
“for only casual, frivolous, or fear 
motives,” Huntington added, “may- 
be she is just skinny with fear, as 
she has never been on the stage.” 
Huntington said her Coast lawyers 
disavowed her signature because it 
had not been approved by the 
courts there. 

He declared that “since her sig- 
nature is no good on this contract, 
we would like to make it so that 
it never will be good in the thea- 
tre.” He also called summer book- 
ing assignments “a rat race.” 


LOU WALTERS MAY DO 








Lou Walters, rator of the 
Latin Quarter. md 


in: its native | probl 


‘Lee Shubert, now in Europe, 
quished that point this week in 
a letter to Walters. 
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Music Circus Tax Upped 
Lambertville, N. J., June 26. 

The ordinance passed two weeks 
ago at first reading, whereby a 
license fee of $1,500 would have 
been exacted from St. John Ter- 
rell’s Music Circus, was rewritten 
by the Lambertville City Commis- 
sioners, meeting here last night 
(Mon.), to apply only to traveling 
shows and carnivals in town for a 
few days. Terrell’s more perma- 
nent tent is to be taxed on basis 
of assessed real estate value, same 
as other local commercial enter- 
prises. 

Assessor, assigned several days 
ago to look over the property, ar- 
rived at a $22,500 valuation for tax 
purposes, with accompanying tax 
fixed at $1,471.50. Last year Ter- 
rel outfit paid only $24. 

New situation, result of city and 
show folks talking things over, 
gives municipality close to the 
amount it desired originally, and 
overcomes the Music Circus objec- 
tion to licensing as being dis- 
criminatory. . 

With Lambertville now on rec- 
ord as considering summer theatre 
a normal merchandising operation, 
it’s unlikely that the neighboring 
community of New Hope, Pa., will 
act on its proposed, but currently 
tabied, municipal admission tax in 
connection with the Bucks County 
Playhouse. 


JOAN EVANS GETS 73% 
IN COAST ‘PEG’ REVIVAL 


Hollywood, June 26. 

Joan Evans started rehearsals 
yesterday (Mon.) for her Coast legit 
bow in “Peg O’ My Heart” for pro- 
ducer H. D. Hover. Understood the 
leanout deal from film producer 
Samuel Goldwyn calls for a weekly 
payment of 742% of the gross 
which, at capacity, could mean a 
weekly fee of $600. She continues, 
of course, to get her regular weekly 





“TEGFELD FOLLIES’ | “= 


salary. 
Harold J: will direct 
“Peg,” which bows daly 3 for an 
indefinite run. 


Only previous legit experience 
of the actress, who is 16, was eight 
years ago, when she toured the 
eastern strawhat circuit for four 
weeks in “Guest in the House,” 
written by her father, Dale Eunson, 
and Hagar Wilde. . 


Pitt Radioite Preps 2506 
Coal Mine Play for B’way 
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Wambach, Harrisburg newspaper- 
man and disk jockey, and musical 
arrangements were made by 
Charlie Swier, Philly cafe pianist. 


Jacob’s Pillow Fest Bows 
Lee, Mass., June 26. 
Nora Kaye, Hugh Laing and 





T Afaire Federnice’ Hits Strident 





, 
‘Kate’ Double Premiere 
Set for 

“Kiss Me, Kate,” now in its 
129th week on Broadway and 17th 
week in London, will have a double 
preem in Scandinavia this fall, 
opening Sept. 14 in both Stock- 
holm and Copenhagen. A _ third 
Seandinavian production will bow 
mid-October in Malmoe, Swe- 

en. 

An Australian production, by 
J. C. Williamson Theatres, is also 
due in Melbourne sometime in the 
fall, while . presentations are 
planned for Paris and Western 
Germnay in 1952. 


4A’s Threatened 
By ‘Maus Hassle 


Dispute between Equity and 
AGMA over jurisdiction of “Die 
Fledermaus” has reached the point 
in which the fracas threatens to 
disrupt the entire 4 A’s structure. 
Paul Dullzell, 4 A’s. president, has 
already sent in a letter of resigna- 
tion because of a “lack of decision 
in the matter.” Louis Sinion, 
Equity’s exec secretary, has threat- 
ened to withdraw from the 4 A’s 
and has reportedly declared that 
unless his union is given the juris- 
diction, matter will be taken away 
from the 4 A’s and into the courts. 
Equity, in effect, has told the rest 
of the 4 A’s affiliates that unless it 
gets its way, it won’t play ball with 
the rest of its sister unions. 


Dullizell is expected to be pre- 
vailed upon to withdraw his letter 
of resignation at the 4 A’s meeting 
today. But it isn’t khown yet 
whether representatives from other 
unions will accede to Equity de- 
mands on “Die Fledermaus” juris- 
diction. Some delegates have ex- 
pressed themselves as willing to 
let Television Authority head 
George Heller, also the 4 A’s first 
veepee, step into the post as head 
of the amalgamation. The only 
matter worrying most of the 4 A's 
affiliates is the possibility of 
Equity’s non-cooperation in 4 A’s 
matters. Screen Actors Guild is 
also on a non-coop kick because of 
the television jurisdiction dispute. 


HYLTON EYES ‘COURTIN’ ’ 
FOR BRIT. PRODUCTION 


British producer Jack Hylton re- 
turned to London last Saturday 
Barn ny AE. week’s = in N. Y., 
w any t proper- 
ties. He hurried back for an An- 
glo-American talent benefit at the 
Palladium for the children of the 
late comic, Sid Field. Hylton 
talked about British rights on 
“Guys and Dolls,” but chief inter- 

seemed to be in “Courtin’ 
Time.” Producer was interested in 
“Time” as a possible vehicle for 
British legiter Arthur Askey. 

“Time” is of particular interest 
to Britishers, while on the other 











eps 
Musical for ’51-’52 Bow 
Mare OBilitzstein, whose last 


. .”’ which he ho 

to have finished by October. He’s 
doing both music and libretto. 
Composer will spend of the 
summer at Tangl , Mass., as 
guest of Leonard Bernstein, work- 
ing on the opus there. 

Presentation is planned for the 
51-52 season, with Chery) Craw- 





ford. wh presented “Regina,” 
as pan vn 


-|ruary, "52. 
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Actors 

and the American Guild of Musical 
Artists, jurisdiction over 
Johann Strauss’ operetta, “Die 
Fledermaus,” hasn't straightened 
itself out. Rather, the problem 
has flared up again; with the ready- 
ing of several “Fledermaus” pro- 
ductions for. strawhat presentation. 
Coming on top of the earlier, un- 
resolved hassle over two touring 
troupes. being readied for the "5l- 
52 season, one by the Met Opera, 
the other by Sel Hurok, “‘l’affaire 
Fledermice”. has taken on a. stri- 
dent note, with sharp ch-~<cs 7 ‘a 
countey-charges from boi u ‘ions, 
and all sorts of rumors flying 
about. 

Two recent meetings of the 
parent 4 A’s (Associated Actors & 
Artistes of America), of which 
both Equity and AGMA are mem- 
bers, brought no settlement. An- 
other 4 A’s meeting will be held 
today (Wed.) to try and reach a 
conclusion. There’s been sugges- 
tion of a split in jurisdictional 
domain, to which Equity says it’s 
“wholeheartedly opposed.” Split- 
ting the jurisdiction, according to 
Louis M. Simon, Equity’s exec 
secretary, would be an illegal ac- 
tion. . Equity, he says, isn’t going 
to allow the 4 A’s to take such 
illegal action, and plans further, 
but undisclosed, steps if the 4 A’s 
board does so rule. 

The 4 A's stepped into the dis- 
pute recently, when Hyman R. 
Faine, AGMA’s national secretary, 
petitioned them to do so. Faine 
claims he made certain proposals 
direct to Equity in the Fledermice 
matter, hoping it could be settled 
and avoid going to the 4 A’s, but 
these proposals were turned down. 
First 4 A’s meeting was held a 
week ago Friday (15), when Equity 
asked for “Fledermaus” jurisdic- 
tion and lost its motion. AGMA 


(Continued on page 60) 


Four B’way Hits Bought 
For Aussie; Laye, Lawton 
Likely for ‘Beli, Book’ 


Four of this season’s Broadway 
hits have been bought for Austra- 
lian-New Zealand presentation by 
the J. C. Williamson Theatres 
chain, through its N. Y. rep, Doro- 
thy Stewart. Pacts have been 
drawn up already for “Moon Is 
Blue” and “Bell, Book and Can- 
dle”; contract for ‘Kiss Me, Kate” 





| is being completed. end negotia- 


tions are being finalized for “South 
Pacific.” 

“Rell, Book” will be done in Sep- 
tember in Melbourne, with Evelyn 
Laye and her husband, Frank Law- 
ton, likely in roles that Lilli Palmer 
and her husband, Rex Harrison, 
played on Broadway. The Lawtons 
are now in the British hit, ““eptem- 
ber Tide,” at the Comedy, Mel- 
a which will run till mid- 


“Moon Is Blue” is skedded for a 
bow in August or September. Miss 
Stewart is auditioning for leads in 
N. Y. She’s also to cast two of the 
leads of “Kiss Me, Kate” here. 
Rest of leads, and supporting cast 
and chorus, will be loca!. Musical 


"lis planned for presentation in late 


fal'. 

* “South Pacific” is planned to fol- 
low “Kate” around January-Feb- 
Miss Stewart will do 
some of the casting in N. Y., as she 
did with Williamson’s recent hit, 
“Oklahoma.” Aussie Equity rules 
call for 75% native and 25% im- 


‘| ported talent, in both principals 


and chorus. “Oklahoma” original- 


*| ly had that ratio, with some U. S. 


principals sent out from here. 
Show now has.a native cast, with 
understudies having replaced the 


‘| original leads. The production is 


going very well, but management, 
while aware that the natives picked 
up the fine points of the show from 
the U. S. originals, fee's the need 
of overseas artists for al! its U. S. 
musical imports, like “Kate” and 
“Pacific.” : 


Fourth Salmaggi Season 
Set for Randall’s Island 


The Salmaggi Opera Co. will 
start its fourth season at Tri- 
horough Stadium, Randall’s Island, 
N. Y., July 14, with Verdi’s “Aida.” 

Leads will include Gertrude Rib- 
la, soprano; Eleanor Knapp, con- 
tralto; Mario Pasquetto. tenor, and 
Claudio Frigerio, baritone. 
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Leve Revisited 
Westport, Conn., June 26. 7 
F Cljre, ara 
rag Ag Ry Ly BS 
Haggott, and lighting by Eldon Elder. 
Associate cer, Charles Bowden. At 
Coun’ yhouse, Westport, Conn., 
June 25, ’51 


Charles Webster Richard Kendrick 
Sally Hester 


Helen Claire 


illiam Crane 
Douglas Watson 
Alexander Clark 
Berry Kroeger 





Dr. Farrell 
Jack Barnstable 
Mr. Farnsworth 
Nick Peterson 


After three preliminary weeks of 
regular stock, the Westport Coun- 
try Playhouse this week reverts to 

its. traditional policy of tryouts 
d noteworthy revivals. The West- 

rt spot, one of the most guccess- 
Fal in the country, was — 20 

ears ago this week by Lawrence 

angner and Armina Marshail, 
who now celebrate the event with 
the premiere of “Love Revisited,” 
a ‘slender, slowly-moving comedy 
by Robert Anderson, a radio s¢ript- 
writer. 

The forgotten ways of the farce 
are fitfully recalled in Ander- 
son’s entertainment, at least in its 
initial predicament. A romantic 
lady, now wed 15 years, feigns a 
bad case of amnesia to arouse her 
husband’s lagging interest and at- 
tention. By remembering only the 
events of their first excitement and 
drawing a blank on the next 15 
years, she entices him with a flood 
of recollections. In her calculated 
flight from the present, she also 
arouses an old lover and captivates 
a youthful gigolo. The farce stops 
there, for Anderson keeps his antic 
squarely upon a garden terrace all 
night, solving his problem with the 
rationalization of conversation, 
long conversation, instead of a 
slambang chase around the house. 

Helen Claire is nominally suc- 
cessful as the neglected wife. Her’s 
is not a daring performance, but 
neither is Anderson’s playlet. She 
thankfully avoids being kittenish 
and occasionally forgets her south- 
ern accent in her fancied return 
to her youth. 

Richard Kendrick is mild enough 
as her husband, (also a radio 
scriptwriter), galvanizing only when 
his pretty young secretary is 
around the premises. Douglas Wat- 
son is handsome and well-spoken 
‘as the gigolo, slightly embar- 
rassed, perhaps, with his duties to 
all the ladies of the cast, including 
an offstage parlor maid. 


Josephine Brown earns laughs as | Sherif 


a gay, sharp-tongued relic who 
plays upon the harmonica, and 
Alexander Clark makes much of 
the role of a radio sponsor who 


would have been the heavy had | {he 


Avery Hopwood once written “Re- 
visited.” 
proper timing when Clark is on 
the stage,. a souvenir 


of sleet 
days in the theatre, And lly sok 


Hester has some -very good mo- 
ments as a script girl, determined 
to become actress. 


an 

er has given the tryout a 
particularly effective production, 
with Eldon Elder’s single setting 
alive with Westport greenery. 
John Haggott, on the other hand, 
has staged “Revisited” with a 
heavy heart. Doul. 


Alice in Wonderland 


New Hope, Pa., June 26. 
Coun presentation of 


characters as Alice looks on. sonet 

mostly with lyrics. from Carro: 

are searcely more than declama- 
on to music. Only “Will You 

Won’t You” and “Jabberwocky’ 

poem — out melodically, and 
en 0 comparison. 

The character of the original 
exvator of Alice is included in the 
show’s book, with Carroll on at 
th. start and later perverse role 
of the White Knight in Wonder- 
land. Perhaps if more could be 
1 de of the relationship between 
the Oxford don and his small 
protegee, pointing up the common 
ground adults and children find 
in the fantasy, proceedings would 
have more meaning and prove 
more interesting for non-aficio- 


nados to follow. In addition, show | Bert 


can definitely be helped by more 
potent tunes, more imaginative 


dance numbers, and substitution of | Lester 


orchestra for thé present two-piano 
accompaniment. 

This latest adaptation of. the 
original Carroll material spring- 
boards from a_ strawhat  back- 


I 
ground, being presented under the’ 


aegis of John Huntington, director 
of the Spa Theatre at Saratoga 
Springs, and with John Charles 
Sacco, musical director of Mill- 
burn’s Paper Mill Playhouse, re- 
sponsible for the score. Sacco’s 
wife,“Frances Pole, in addition to 
designing Tenniell - reminiscent 
wardrobe, is credited with the book 
and added lyrics. Production broke 
in last week at Andover, N. J. 

Florence Forsberg, Canadian gal, 
also with summer stock back- 
ground, is well cast in the title 
role. She’s blonde, pretty, dances 
a bit and has a nice, small voice. 
Maybe better than nice; composer 
just didn’t proyide the material to 
prove the point. John Henson, from 
the Paper Mill group, registers 
with his rendition of the tale of 
the Jabberwock—high point of. pro- 
ceedings, incidentally. 

Show continues through the corn 
belt from here, with hopes of even- 
tually reaching Manhattan. With 
more work, it may well do so, and 
there, as did Eva LeGallienne’s re- 
cent “Alice,” find its own special 
and appreciative audience. Just. 


Stars in Your Eyes 


Worcester, June 26. 
Guy Palmerton production of musical 
comedy, with book and lyrics by William 
Stuart Wheeling and music by Wheeling 
and Ruggell Ames. Book staged by Frank 
Lyon musical numbers by Palmerton. 
Features Anne Francine, Nat Burns, 
Charles Bang, Jean Sincere, Pat Carroll. 
Musical director, James Reed Lawlor. De- 
ed by Robert Earle. At Worcester 
ss.) Playhouse, June 20, ’51; $2.40 top. 
Nat Burns 
Michael Dreyfuss 


ere is sly acting and | Cynara 


Another attempt to write a show 
around rustic stock companies is on 
view at the Worcester Playhouse, 
which is anything but rustic. This 
time the authors are two bright 





Play on Broadway 











Foyer production, af based on 
Booth "s novel. tures Ann | tion 
Frank, 


M. V: 
Crowley, ’ Alvert- ing Stones assistant 
son, Calder, Helen 
a ariegE 


El 
ie 


. John 

Jane Seagie  Staved ‘and lighted 

ne ‘ 
sard Short; took ahected” by 
Whorf; set » Stewart Chaney; 
tumes, David Ffolkes; book by Sally Ben- 
son; music, Walter Kent; lyrics, Kim Gan- 
non; dances and musical nambers by Da- 
nia Krupska; musical arrangements, Ted 
Royal; choral arrangements, Crane Cal- 
der; -.dance musical arrangements, Jess 
Meeker; musical director, Vincent Trav- 
ers. Opened at Broadhurst, N. Y., June 
21, °51 (5.4C top; $8.40 opening night). 
Genesis 
Johnnie Watson 
Willie Baxter 
Jane Baxter 


Kenneth Nelson 
Betty Jane Seagle 
Greg O’Brien 

J Moore 

Bill Reilly 

Dick Kallman 
Richard France 


Joan Bowman 

Frank Albertson 

Mr. Parcher... ....escesees: .. King Calder 
Mrs. Parcher Penny Bancroft 
George Crooper Harrison Muller 
Mr. Gene Alonzo Bosan 
Porter Joseph James 


“Seventeen,” Booth Tarkington’s 
story of early-20th century adoles- 
cence, has been given a frequently 
charming, refreshing musicalization 
in a presentation by the team of 
Milton Berle, Sammy Lambert and 
Bernie Foyer. With a cast of com- 


parative non-names, and excellent 
staging by Hassard Short and Rich- 
ard Whorf, “Seventeen” is also 
marked by an infectious book by 
Sally Benson, who knows her way 
around this type of narrative, as 
the author of “Junior Miss.” Miss 


Benson has maintained the Tark-|° 


ington flavor in her adaptation, and 
Walter Kent (music) and Kim Gan- 
non. (lyrics) have contributed a 
workmanlike, if unspectacular, 
score that is neatly integrated 
into the book 


“Seventeen” should do moder- 
ately well at the boxoffice; it is cer- 
tainly not in the b.o. idiom of such 
smash hits as “South Pacific” or 
“Guys and Dolls”; but then what 
is? Here is a show that must cer- 
tainly make every adult recall some 
of his own experiences at age 17, 
especially several decades ago, 


when moral scruples, stiff, high col-, 


lars and uncleavaged, high-neck 
dresses had a distinct affinity. And 
the manner in which Tarkington 
told his yarn backgrounded by In- 
dianapolis in the summer of 1907, 


«|is certainly something to rekindle 


memories—if not by those who 
lived in that period, at least by the 
millions who have been so v 


ndis | amused by the Tarkington novel. 
All this 


Miss Benson has success- 
fully retained in a musicomedy of 
starched manners and morals, of 
this story of Willie Baxter and his 
bashful wooing—at age 17—of the 
beautiful visitor, Lola Pratt, who 
vamped and baby- 
boys into submission on her vaca- 


young men from Harvard, William | Parch 


Stuart Wh and Russell Ames. 
with plenty in its 


favor, but it’s still not the play| th 


about summer stock. The goings-on 
are by no means indigenous to that 
hase of show business, and could 
appen just as well in a burlesque 


ddi-| theatre or at a church play. 


-iu 
sheriff, egged on b 
y | owners of the local 


The Purple Hills Playhouse sets 
shop in an old barn, but the 


Imhe 
to close the competition. 
foiled by a weal 4 y 
who produces needed backing on 
condition that her son’s play, “A 
Streetwalker Named Electra,” is 


@ are 


Telfer | produced with Cynara in the lead. 


hrie | also is judge—it is disclosed that | cially 


sse 
erine 

ouse ... Jean Co n 
At pianos: Harry Fuquay and George West 


With the rise of the curtain last 
night, “Alice” gave promise of 
being one of the most charming 
events to occur-in summer theatre 
for quite a spell. But a gal can’t 
get by for long on charm alone, 
and in this instance the pretty 
piece under discussion began to 
pall shortly thereafter, the high 
expectations aroused by Richard 
Hare’s set and Frances Pole’s cos- 
tumes never materializing. 

Principal trouble is a Cook’s 
Tour type of story, the brief eve- 
ning ‘show finished at 10:40) 
being given over largely to a suc- 
cession of entrances, small songs 
and exits by various Lewis Carroll 


Harvey 
1 White 





The Blakes conspire with the 
sheriff to have Cynara put on a 
striptease during the play. The 
show is closed up and the cast ar- 
rested. But at the trial—the sheriff 


Cynara formerly Was a burlesque 


lin sixteper and that her “strip” al- 
rea 


y has been adjudged legal in 
the town. 

The plot is just as thin as it 
sounds. The music is much better. 
Anne Francine, of the niteries, does 
well with “I Need a Man Around,” 
and she also doubles with the 
sheriff (Nat Burns) in a_ bright 
ditty, “When You and I Grew Up.” 

The Blakes—Shirley Matson, a 
local favorite, and H Lowell— 
and the sheriff have the top comedy 
number, “Our Fair City.” “The 
First Night” similarly has its share 
of laughs, as a male trio and a 
women’s trio sing in their dressing 
rooms of the horrors of opening 
nights. Some of the lyries are on 
the saucy side. 

Pat Carroll, also of the niteries, 


(Continued on page 60) 


the Blakes, | 
, seek, 





tion visit with her friend May 
er. 
The cast of excellent 


oung play- 
ers is headed by Ann onfe , as 
e visi destroyer; she is at- 
tractive and sings well, in addition 
to putting over strongly the acting 
portion of her performance. In his 
first Broadway appearance, Ken- 
neth Nelson is excellent as Willie 
Baxter, whose growing at 17, 
and emotional discomfiture, pro- 
vide the show with a number of 
—_ ee ea ag mags og 
a pleasing though thin vo 
Others who contribute to 
the performances are Al- 
bertson and Doris: Dalton, as Wil- 
King Rag wn Harrison 
rly impressive on 
end), - Ellis, 
Bosan (Who brought down 
the house in a be number, “I 
Could Get Married Today,” with 
Nelson and Ellis). “Married,” espe- 
because of the performance 
by Bosan, is a show-stopper. 
Dania Krupska has done a nifty 
ob of dance g, and David 
‘olkes and Stewart Chaney de- 
serve major credit for the costum- 
ing and scenery, ee tance 
ahn. 





Clinton, N. J., Opener 
: Easton, Pa., June 26. 
The Clinton Music Hall, at Clin- 
ton, N. J., near here, will open for 
a 10-week season July with 
“Streetcar Named Desire.” Robert 
Lenn and William Whiting will 
ng the strawhat this year. For 
ree ars it was operated by 
Eddie Rich, until last summer. 
The Coopersburg, Pa., Playhouse 
opened last week with “On Bor- 
rowed Time,” playing the last three 
days of the week. 





Bil and Cora 


properties .. Rap- 
port’s wife, Florence, joining him 
in Miami Beach Saturday (30), 
where he’s setting up an outdoor 
theatre ... 


Howard Lindsay and wife Doro- 
thy Stickney sailed last Friday (22) 
for two-month European vacation 
. . » Doretta Morrow, featured in 
“King and I,” taking a 10-week 
leave of absence, starting July 1, 
to make a film opposite Mario 
Lanza ... Ethel Waters signed by 
Stanley Kramer for film version of 
“Member of the Wedding,” to be 
done early next year ... John 
Golden is 77 today (Wed.). He’s at- 
tending an ASCAP dinner tonight 
at Luchow’s honoring Victor Her- 
bert. Golden and Raymond Hub- 
bell, who are co-authors of “Poor 
Butterfly,” are only surviving 
ASCAP co-founders. 

Oscar Hammerstein, 


back to N. Y. from London last 


Thursday (21) after holding audi-| m 


tions for “South Pacific.” He’s 
due back in London in September 
for start of rehearsals, along with 
Richard Rodgers . . . Minor Wat- 
son is set for a featured part in 
“Three Wishes for Jamie,” Albert 
and Arthur Lewis musical produc- 
tion which preems. at Los 
Philharmonic July 2. John Raitt, 
Marion Bell and Cecil Kellaway 
are toplined. 


Meyer Levin wants Lucille Pat- 
ton for his new play he hopes to 
try out this summer. Marvin Frank 
will do his publicity ... Harold 
Clurman left Paris for Italy ... 
Lee Strasberg stopped off in Paris 
briefly, before heading for Israel 
. . Julie Harris and husband are 
on the Riviera... Nancy Kelly set 
for next season’s “Twilight Park,’’ 
A. B. Shiffrin play which Richard 
"ieee Berkel tke. ok. th 

one o e 
leads in “King and I,” must have 
been surprised to see her name in 
a N. Y. es headline last Friday 
(22) as ee | at the Glynebourne 
Festival in England. Singer in 
question was Dorothy MacNeil, 
also of New York, who sang 
Cherubino in “Marriage of Figaro” 
for the British opera fest... 
Robert Chisholm going into “Gen- 
tlemen Prefer Blondes” on a per- 
manent basis, with run-of-play conh- 
tract till September, '52, and not 
as temporary sub for Rex Evans, 
a erratumed. Evans has left the 
show. 


Ben Kornrweig filled in (while 
Mike Mok vacationed) on press 
chores of “South Pacific,” “King 
and I” and “Happy Time,” assist- 
ing John Toohey . . . Beaumont 

, ex-legit: actor now o 


=< es Br d t U, 
an at U. 
Geeglee saa ‘directing “a aie 
esp an a - 
ghany College, Mea e, Pa., this 
summer. His one-act play. “4 ffair,” 
Soa Theatre prize. ‘His Slay tor 
mu ea ‘ or 
children, “The Wonderful Tang,” 
which the U. of Tulsa presented in 
Tulsa and then toured in Okla- 
homa and Kansas, will be pub- 
lished in the fall by Sara Spencer’s 
Children’s Press. 
Irene Mayer Selznick has pacted 
with Alfred de Laigre, Jr., to co- 


: 2 a tour next season of her 
, "51 


Broadway hit, “Bell, Book 
and Candle.” Play will be lud- 
ed in Theatre Guild subscription 
city skeds. No replacements for 
the Rex Harrisons (Lilli Palmer 
have been set for the tour leads. 

Fredric M (Florence 


The arches 
Eldridge) to Europe end of this 
week on vacation. He plays the 
film this fate Seating taremer. 

m or 

Charlton 


ishing a film stint in Hol 


time in th 
Troubled 
the 


AS ty algee Be perme ge ‘ Bb Sy 
play agent, negotiating for 
Susy to Lawienes’ Lambie Tae. 
play wrence y e- 
atre Guild co-director .. . Herman 
Shumlin swage Bo Laurence Olivi- 
er in London about *Ve- 
~~ Observed” on Broadway in the 
Ann Lee, operator of El Teatro 
de Santa Fe, makes her film bow 
with a role in “Boots Malone” at 
Columbia ... Frances co- 
stars with Diek Haymes in the 
Gene aoran povautieg of “Bloom- 
er Girl,” ich opens July 2 at the 
War Memorial Ta 
House for two weeks, and then 
plays the Greek Theatre, Holly- 
wood, for another f 
Cicely Browne replaced 
Laire in the cast of “Hocus Pocus,” 
current at Las Palmas, Ho! ‘ood. 
Millicent Brown playing ingenue 


“7 ¢ 


h ve 
af laws Gat wifi Swell “ts title 


2d, flew| Et 


ngeles: 


role 
planned at W ‘Aug. 20, * 
estport, 


r, PD 

Olney (Md.) Theatre, trekked to 
Cambridge past week: for celebra. 
tion of 30th anniversary of Harvard 
Glee Club’s European tour. Twen. 
ty-five of the original 60 Glee 
Clubbers were there, with only 
two, Skinner and Herald Trib mu. 
sic critic Virgil Thomsen,’ from 
show biz ranks. 


Play Out of Town 


Sight Unseen 


San Francisco, June 25." 
Municipal Theatre production of com 
edy in ¢t acts by Warner Law and 
Rosemary Foster. * 2 


F Directed by ed . 
Horder, Lighting, John Samter, John W 
son;* costumes, atrix Perry. At Muni- 
cipal Theatre, San Francisco, June 23, ’51, 
ta Bernice Menasco 

Willis Stever 

Louise Kemp 
William Mayhood 
Lady Judith Elliot Patricia Zellerbach 
Lady Hortense Elliot .Norma Jean Wanwig 
Gen. Sir Thomas Elliot....Don Michaelian 
Lady Elli Louise Paisley Wright 
Mrs. J 
Henry 
Bleating Hawk 














Archie Andrews 
a Potter 
a 


Though many of the earmarks of 
an above-average comedy are evi- 
dent in this opus, there is an obvi- 
ous paucity of smart dialog to sup- 
plement its unique plot. 


Abounding in characters, partic. 
ularly of the ghost category, who 
are suitable foils for sparky com- 
edy — which a practiced 
hand uld readily provide, the 
three-act range has considerable 
entertainment content. Laughs 
come frequently in spite of the lit- 
tle-theatre standards of most of the 
cast and the total impression is 
that of a dramatically logical show, 


The plot is laid in an English 
manor house, inhabited by four 
spirits of the Charles II era and 
their descendant, Lady Judith 
liot, who because of fiscal difficul- 
ties, endeavors to dispose of the 
property. This is objected to by 
the ghosts, who in their pere a 
tions become visible or invisible 
as the moods and purposes of the 
plot require. Further conflict is 

rovided in-the clash of interests 

tween the ghosts and a potential 
buyer, a gauche American dame, 
Mrs. Malone, whose nephew Henry 
and Lady Judith chalk up the love 
interest which, incidentally, is 
abetted by the spirit contingent. . 

In spite of the eerie appearance 
and connotation of the spooks (vic- 
tims of violence in times ), they 
are amusing, frustra entiti 
who are the vehicles for most 
the. merriment, 

“Sight Unseen” needs working 
over, some , some new com- 
edy copy, plus more di- 
rection, but it has on 
to justify the time and ‘ai 

os 


Gorin as Brigham Young. 
In Mormon Music Drama 


Salt Lake City, June 26. 
Concert baritone Igor Gorin has 
been inked fo star in “All Faces 
West,” kickoff presentation of the 
Ogden Pioneer Days celebration. 
“Faces” is an original music drama 





) | depicting the westward trek of the 


Mormon pioneers. It will be pre- 
sented July 20-21-22 at Ogden 
— with Roland Parry direct- 
ng. : 
Gorin is slated for the role of 
Brigham Young, Mormon leader. 


Tryout Mapped For . 





“The}, § Hotel Astor Ballroom 


Tendency of midtown N. Y. ho- 
tels to ‘offer ballrooms for legit use 
is increasing, with pacting of the 
air-conditioned Hotel Astor ball- 
room by a neW group, Theatre 
Original. Group, managed by, Ivan 
Becker, will present latter’s new 
play, “The King’s Darling,” there 
July 19, J. Frank Lucas will di- 


Hotel Edison ballroom was used 
for theatre-in-the-round last sea- 
son, while another troupe on 
plays in the Hotel Victoria ball- 
room, 





‘Tor’ Starts Rockland 
Blauvelt, N. Y., June 26. 
The Rockland County 
will open 
(26) with “High Tor.” 


Bill Martel and ep Louise 
heed ee Sith wililem Love 





joy, resident director. 
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Sara Stamm’s 25th 
Newport, June 26. 

Sara Stamm opens the 25th con- 
secutive season of her Newport 
Casino Theatre, Monday (2) with 
Ruth Hussey in “fhe Royal Fam- 
ily.” Joseph Allen, Jr., recently 
in “Season in the Sun,” plays op- 

site. 

Community support in celebrat- 
ing the silver anniversary season 
has been unusual, with the mayor 
jssuing am official proclamation | 5°" 
making next week Newport Casino 
Theatre Week. 

Opening night. will be a gala 
event with the. governor, and 
mayors Of Providence and New- 
port, expected, latter to present 
Miss Stamm with scroll on behalf 
of the City of Newport. 


New London’s 19th 


New London, N. H., June 26. 

The 19th consecutive season of 
the New London Players opened 
yesterday (25) for a five-nights-a- 
week schedule, which will continue 
until Labor Day weekend. N. War- 
ren Weldon is producing. Initial 
offering. is “On Borrowed Time,” 
with Charlie Jobes, Bruce Kimes 
and nine-year-old Clark (Butch) 
Hein. 

Other productions in the first 
half of the 10-week season will be 
“Personal Happiness,” “Goodbye, 
My Fancy,” “Sherlock Holmes,” 
with Bruce Kimes, and “Peusuit 
of Happiness,” featuring Jobes. 

sreenenene af 


Boiling Springs Setup 

Bo Springs, Pa., June 26. 

The enberry Players launched 
their third Summer season here 
June 23 with “Goodbye, My Fancy,” 
4 direction of Richard North 

age. 

Other plays on -the schedule 
include “John Loves Mary,” July 
2-7; “The Man,” July 9-14; “George 
Washington Slept Here, “ July 16- 
21; “Our Town,” July 
and Prejudice,” Jul uly 30-Aug. 11; 
“Accent on Youth,” Aug. 13-18; 
“Animal Kingdom,” - Aug. 20-25: 
“See How They Run,” Aug. 27- 
Sept. 1; “What A Life, ” Sept. 3-8; 
“Over 21,” Sept. 10-15, and “Clut- 
terbuck,” Sept. 17-22, 


Lakeside Bows 3d Season 
Thompson, Conn., June 26. 
pers, Ail, ers gid Theatre on 
Quadie Lake "26 with « its third 
season a (26) Wren - 
the Best.” 
the new director ges Gort — 
and George Sullivan are back to 
design the sets. 
film ac- 


Coast me hi 

turns as leading woman. 
are Richard Deems Sunith Pe Paige 
sell Jane Moultrie from last eS al 
‘ones, Tom 











and newcomers 


wrence. 

and Robert 
Springer, who just returned from 
Madrid, _he scored and ed- 


ited the film, “That Man from 
Tangier,” 


‘Wire’ at Woodstock 
Woodstock, N. Y., June 26. 

Jack Gilford, Murvyn Vye and 
Heywood Hale Broun , will have the 
leading roles in “Live Wire” at the 
Wo Playhouse, openi — 
Saturday (30). ggg ay ape deer 
operate M Its 


is on Wi 
Seale is $1. 
Saturday, when 





“to $2.40 exe 
a“ 


A. 
tor, and Dorothy Day, essistant di- 
rector. 





Paul Bunyan The 
Festival. Monday (25). at his two 
Playhouses wi P 


a change of ey Miao Oe 


23-28; “Pride. 


Stratton Walling, 
and James Nicho s, who also serves 
as stage manager. Susan Case is 
general manager. 

Director of the Paul Bunyan 
Playhouse at Bemidji is Wilson 
Brooks, with Fred Wuntch as de- 


signer. Resident company aoe 
Hanna Hardt, Grace Kath- 
leen Cla l, Keith nies roma 


Gayne Sullivan, Fred Mayer, and 
Richard Bowman. Jack Clay is 
stage manager and Robert Thom- 


son general er. 
Performances be presented 
nightly, except Sundays. Other 


plays to be offered are “The Heir- 
ess,” “Light Up the Sky,” “She 
Loves Me Not,” “Candida,” “The 
‘Corn is Green,” “Blithe Spirit,” 


“Murder Without Crime” and a 
new play by Hugh Evans, “Sally 
and the Angels.” 





Red Barn Readies 14th Year 
Westboro, Mass., June 26. 
The Red Barn, on the Worcester- 
Boston Turnpike, will open for its 
14th year July 3. New producer 
is John Shugrue of Uxbridge, who 
operated a company in Whitins- 
ville in 1949 and who was with 
the Ogunquit, Me., Playhouse four 
summers. He will direct. Com- 
pany will include Paula Hillery, 
Richard Crozier and Louise Noble. 
Arthur Gerold was set to produce 
but pulled out at the last minute 
to manage the Lambertville, N. J., 
Music Circus. 


‘WIDOW’ HITS $50,000 
IN BOFF L.A. WINDUP 


Les Angeles, June 26. 

Local legit started Fag a 
last night Mon) with the arrival 
of “Mister Roberts” (Henry Fonda 
company) for a six-week stay at 
the Biltmore. Production may: set 
‘A new house record for a dramatic 

ow. 

“The Merry Widow” finaled at 
the 2,670-seat Philharmonic Aud 
last Saturday after a sock $192,500 
tally for four frames. Operetta 
exceeded expectations, building 
each week, final session's tally hit 

$50,000. Show gave the Civic 
Light Opera an opera oo 
each  gace and, when final 
ogell pn omg probably will 
on the side. 
Meuse me ts next (2) 
with the world preem of 
Wishes for Jamie.” 

Town’s two small-seaters didn’t 
fare tco well k. 
“Detective Story” 








Strawhat Tryouts 


(June 25-July 7) 
i in hain we Legg pm Ba 


’ Hoe ea, (25-80), Boston — thieee 


Summer Theatre 

for .‘s (musical) 
—Musical Big Top, Oak Ridge, 
N. J. (3-8). 


Vail 1 ee snvil ville, Vt. 
% 

(2-7) (Reviewed Pees 

matinee | (L.1.) s. euee en. : 


Theatre, (25-30); 
Cliff LL) § on ag Theatre Pic 
Reviewed in Varrery June 13, ’51, 
m2 title and Profane.” 
(Conn.) house’ 5°90) 
oun Coury version) — 

he | ktaes” Mass, (2530), Clinton (Comm) sranks 
Playhouse 7) 

“See Run”—O. uit 


How They gung 
(Me.) rio (2-7) (Reviewed 
blast — 
“This Livin’ .” Se mee BK 


Musical Big Top, ~~ Ridge, N 
(26-1). 


‘Love’s’ $4,200, Hub 
Bostdn, June 26. 





Brattle, wound up = "$4,200 for t 
season, pulling a nea 
. Influx of vidiears 
grads during 
Commencement Week accounted 
for an upsurge in biz for the final 
session. House, a 460-seater, was 
‘at $3 during the week and 


weeks, | $3.60 weekends, 


Seen an 
under way Wednesday (27). 





“Love’s Labour’s Lost,” at the | much 











Monday (25) with a draw of $3,300, 


best opening in three years. Four 
leads, Walter Cassel, Frances 
Greer, Elaine Malbin and James 
Hawthorne, were kudosed with top 
honors to ballerna Maria Tallchief. 
Cast, including Erik Rhodes, Dor- 
othy Johnson, Jack Rutherford and 
oo ld Saddler, rated eight curtain 
calls. 


Roberts’ $35,600, 
Guys 426, Frisco 


San Francisco, June 26. 
“Mister Roberts,” with Henry 
Fonda, concluded its eighth and 


final week here Saturday (23). 
Final week held to absolute ca- 
pacity, hitting $35,600, with the 
1,500-seat Geary scaled to $4.80. 
“Blackstone” opened Monday (25) 
for one week at the Geary with a 
$3 top. 

“Guys and Dotls,” -with Allan 
Jones, Jan Clayton, Pamela Brit- 
ton, Julie Oshins and Maxie Rosen- 
bloom, held to a huge $42,000 for 
its third frame at the 1,775-seat- 
Curran, with house scaled. to $4.80. 

“Girl Crazy,” the first in the 
Gene Mann summer musical series 
at the 3,300-seat Opera House, 
opened Monday (18) to only luke- 
warm reviews. Show, © starring 
Mickey Rooney, chalked up a 
rach vg | $30,000 for «its first week, 
with house scaled to $4.20. Season 
had a reported advance sale of 
$26,000 Opening week was 
strengthened by large party book- 
ings. “Bloomer Girl,” with Dick 
Haymes, follows “GC”. into the 
Opera House, the latter moving to 
the Greek Theatre, L. A., on Mon- 
day, Jyly 2. 


‘SHOES’ 406, ST. LOUIS; 
RAIN WASHES OUT TWO 


St. Louis, June 26. 


Beset by the worst June weather 
in years, which also washed away 
two ormances, “High Button 
Shoes” wound up a one-week 
stand Sunday (24) at the Forest 
Park Playhouse here. Municipal 
Theatre Assn. grossed an estimated 
$40,000. Joey Faye missed one 

ormance when he flew to New 
ork for a television commitment. 
Jack Diamond, a member of the 
cast, subbed with Faye 

- all expenses. 

“Music in the Air,” revived for 
the fourth time, and with four 








start for 40 minutes, but a crowd 
of 7,500 braved the weather and. 
paid an estimated $3,000 admission. 
The newcomers, Gail Manners, Bil- 
i es, Marina Koshetz and Gil- 
ll, together with Joe E. 

= seh clicked in the lead roles. 


Ballet Winds N. Y. Stay 
With 9636 on 3-Wk. Run 


The N. Y. C 





une season at 


tici- 
pated, with a good and word- 
of-mouth a ere was little 
competition in way of 1 en- 


0 onghair 
tertainment in N.“ Y., with no 
operas, recitals or s#mphony con- 
certs, but the warm season loomed 
a threat. Biz done indicated to 
management the existence of a 
stronger ballet audience in 
N. Y. than . Troupe is 
now laying off, to resume rehears- 
als Aug. 13 for the fall season in 


Harvard | N. Y. 





Pianist Byron Janis off to South 
America this week for concert and 
radio dates in Buenos Aires, Rio 
de Janeiro and Montevideo. Tour 
will be under the auspices of Ber- 


Ballet Co. ended | 5ot 





nardo Iriberri. 


Broadway Sags a Bit Further: 


Seventeen $22,400 in Ist Four; 
‘Courtin * $15,200; ‘Affairs’ 226 


,% 





Finian’s’ $39,000, Pitt: 
‘Gay’ Only 66, Arena): 


Pittsburgh, June 26. 
“Finian’s Rainbow,” second out- 
door operetta of the season at the 


Pitt Stadium, picked up consider- al 


ably over the opening stanza with 
“Miss Liberty,’ and got $39,000. 
but that kind of coin still leaves 
the enterprise in the red somewhat. 
Outlook for 1951 isn’t too hearten- 
ing since advance take is off and 
window sale so far hasn’t been up 
to par either. 

Weather may have cost “Finian” 
at least $2,000, however. Although 
none of the performances was 
washed out, forecasts of thunder- 
storms on at least a couple of 
nights held audiences back. Cur- 
rent attraction is “Bittersweet,” 
with Helena Bliss and Robert Shaf- 
er, It’s a repeat, having originally 
been done al fresco here in 1946 
with Norma Terris. 

At Bill Green’s. Arena Theatre, 
also in its second week, Kay Fran- 
cis started off slowly in “Let Us Be 
Gay,” but then okay notices got 
around, and with them assurances 
that the physical defects of the 
project at its inaugural. had been 
corrected. By the weekend, the 
big 1,300-seat arena was selling out. 
Only about $6,000, but practically 
all of that came in final three per- 
formances, and gave the new straw- 
hat plenty of encouragement. 


‘Moon $22,600, 
‘SP’ $51,300, Chi 


Chicago, June 26. 
Furniture Market visitors went 
be for elusive theatre tickets 
e town’s two attractions, with 
SRO business all week. With the 
Gift Show in this week, it should 
be a repeat. 
PM tos new show on the horizon 
to be “Member of the Wed- 





ding, ding.” +o in about Sept. 15 at the | $8 


Erlanger. 
Estimates for Last Week 

“Moon Is Biue,” Harris (8th 
wk) ($4.40; 1,000). ° Pulling them 
in with ‘sm $22,600. 

M5 ” Shubert (32d 
wk) ($5; 2,100). There it goes 
again—$51,300. 





the three main dailies), but it will 
h around locally or an extra 
week, it three and a half 


“Aisle,” new Arthur Lesser re- 
vue, garnered: agg in six per- 
formances of the 


Guitted ee cedinetsy trimmed. 


Current Roadshows 
(June 25-July 7) 

“Guys and Dolls” (Allan Jones, 
Jan Clayton)—Curran, San Fran- 
cisco (25-7). 

“Merry Widow” (Cari Brisson, 
Jane Pickens)—Philharmonic Aud., 
Los Angeles (25-30). 

“Mister Roberts” ( Fonda) 
—Biltmore, Los Angeles (25-7). 

“Moon Is Blue” (Maggie McNa- 
mara)—Harris, Chicago (25-7). 
“South (Janet 
Richard Eastham)—Shubert, 
‘0 eth 


Dolores Gray) ‘ . 
Philadelphia (25-7) (Reviewed in 
Variety, June 13, ’51). 





Blair, 
Chi- 


A 


(MC-£4.80, 1,900; $46,912). 
| $29 (previ 





Business went off still 

on Broadway last week ne coe most 
shows. Hot weetend was a special 
prone with the seasonal pendulum 
laining the rest. The smashes 
held to por Bw but others sagged. 
gl is ray Beech to continue from flow 
Monday’s heat 

was ted. genome for this week 


ready. 
“Darkness at Noon,” first sched- 
uled to close last Saturday (23), 
and then amounted for continu- 
ance to June 30, ended its run at 
the Royale suddenly after Saturday 
night’s (23) performance. Claude 
Rains, the ma’s star, missed per- 
formances Friday and Saturday be- be- 
cause of intestinal influenza, Gor- 
don Ne!son playing the last’ three 
times. Drama, which ov-ned Jan. 
13, and won the N. Y. Drama 
Critics Circle award as vest '50-"51 
play, ran for 186 presentations. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
MC (Musical Comedy), MD (Musi- 
cal Drama), O (Operetta). 


Other parenthetic figures refer, 
respectively, to top price, number 
of seats and capacity gross. Price 
includes 20% amusement tax, but 
grosses are net: i.e., exclusive of 
tax. 


“Affairs of State,” Music Box 
(39th wk) (C-$4.80; 1,012; $26,874). 


Nearly $22,000 (previous week 
almost $24,600). 
“Call Me Madam,” Imperial 


(37th wk) (MC-$7.20; 1,400; 
847). As before, over $52, 300. 

“Courtin’ Time,” National (2d 
wk) (MC-$6; 1,172; $34,800). First 
full week $15,200 (five porform- 
ances previous week grossed 
fap aeP. Moves to Royale Monday 

“Darkness at Noon,” Royale 
(24th wk) (D-$4.80; 1,035; $27, 100). 
Shuttered suddenly Saturday (23); 
almost og (previous week, 
over $22,000.) 

“Gentlemen Prefer . Blondes,” 
Ziegfeld (81st wk) (MC-$6: 1,628; 
$48,244). Dropped to $33,850 (pre- 
vious week, over $37,000). 

“Gramercy Ghost,” Morosco (9th 
wk) (C-$4.80. 912; $24,300). Sagged 
to — (previous week, about 


$51,- 


“Guys and Dolls,” (46th Street 
(Zist wk) (MC-$6.60; 1,319; $43,- 
904). As before, $44.400. 


“Happy Time,” Plymouth (74th 
wk) (C-$4.80; 1,063; $29,019). Went 
off to ye moe (previous week, over 


$14,400 
and I,” St. James (13th 
wk) (MC-$7.20; 1,571; $51,717). 
Same limit, over 1,700.° 
“Kiss Me, Kate,” Shubert (128th 
wk) (MC-$6; 1,361; $40,847). About 
$25,000 (previous week, just under 


$25,700). 

“Make a Wish,” Winter Garden 
(10th an Do (MC-$6.60; 1,519; $50,- 
000). About ane (previous week, 


nearly $29,600) 
“Moon Is Is Blue,” Miller (16th wk) 


of pn pon gd 920; $21,586). Just topped 


$21,000 ( week, same). 
a Broadway (4th wk) 
About 
ous week, $29,700). 
‘attoo,” Beck (2ist wk) 
(D-$4.80; 1,124; $28,000). Did $19,- 
500 (previous week, $19,800). 
Sun,” Booth 


, “Season in the 
(39th wk) (C-$4.80; 766; $20,235). 


Got $10,080 (previous week, $10,- 
200). Show uses no two-for-ones, 


as erra 
“Seventeen,” Broadhurst (1st wk) 
Got $22,- 


— aay: $37,000). 
_—— 


186). 
Street (7th Mond 


Mo oatn Pusthe,” 
wk) (MC-$6; 1,659; 
usual, about 


i Baschion 
‘eke ar one (MC-$7.20; La3i: $47,- 
eae About $44,360 (previous week, 


500). 

“Twentieth Century,” Fulton 
(26th wk) (C-$4.80; 976; $23,228). 
Up a little, to’ $8,400 (previous 
week, about $8,100). 

Future Schedule 

“Two on the Aisle,” Hellinger, 
July 19 trying out). 

“Saint Joan,” Cort,°Oct. 4. 

“Paint Your Wagon,” unspeci- 
fied theatre, Oct. 15. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


HOLLYWOOD 
“Peg O’ My Heart” (C)—H. D. 
Hover, prod.; Harold J. Kennedy, 


“Three Wishes for Jamie” (MC) 
—Albert and Arthur Lewis. Pr 
Edwin Lester, Val. Rosing, b 





, | dir, 
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Come Live With Me . - 

: London, June 22 
Playwrights ), Ltd., production 
of comedy tn teres sake by Daret and 
. Stars J yee 
% by Roy 
. At Va Theatre, London 

June 21, ’51; ¥ 

Maria Kazarez Jessie Ro¥ce Landis 
Sir Lawrence Rossiter...... Francis Lister 
Nicola Kazaraz...........+-. Joy Shelton 
WE TONNES didae OR ne'd sce Jack Watling 
Nigel Latimer.........-..+-- Nigel Green 
air sodbesucessodcesse Jane Wenham 
SN  Gihvkels chide beads o'er Ina de la Haye 
bn cas Cheese nant Marcel Poncin 





This third play by Dorothy and 
Campbell Christie is obviously an 
earlier one, preceding “Grand Na- 
tional Night” and ‘the rcently 
closed “Her Excellency.” It was 
evidently dusted off and brought 
out to cash in on the authors’ es- 
tablished reputation, but it i< o~'y 
mildly entertaining, and lacks the 
good dramatic construction of the 
others. It provides a good ro'e for 
Jessie Royce Landis as a retired 
opera sinzer with daughter and 
ex-husband trouble, but intrinsi- 
cally its merit and possible general 
appeal is limited. 

A once-famous diva is living iy 
resentful seclusion following the 
loss of her voice. Story cen*ers on 
her daughter’s approaching mar- 
riage to a young aristocrat and his 
jealousy of a Polish musician who 
is a protege. She has confessed one 
lapse from virtue, but denies the 
budding genius is responsible, un- 
til she is blackmailed over a com- 
erage letter which breaks off 

er engagement. The musician has 
maneuvered all things to keep the 
girl for himself, believing she does 
not really love the other man. 

A benevolent bystander material- 
izes in the person of the singer’s 
first husband after 18 years... -He 
tries to persuade her to remarry 
him, and when she refuses, dis- 
closes that they were never really 
divorced, thus blackmailing her 
into submission. 

All these entanglements are 
rather nonchalantly handled by the 
company. Miss Landis revels in 
the role of the ex-opera star. 
Francis Lister in his gentle sincere 
way epitomizes an English diplo- 
mat who firmly insists on taking 
up the marital threads. Joy Shel- 
ton is their attractive young daugh- 
ter and Nigel Green is her very cor- 
rect affianced husband. Jack Wat- 
ling is not so happily cast as the 
young Pole;.being too British in 
appearance and demeanor. Ina de 
la Haye and Marcel Poncin pro- 
vide some amusing interludes as a 
Polish cvok and French chef in 
constant conflict. Jane Wenham is 
a mouselike young eisai} 

em. 


Receive for Happiness 
- (Das Gluecksrezept) 
Vienna, June 15. 





Franz .Stoss production of  three- 
act operetta by Raoul Martinee and Hugo 
Wiener; music, Robert Stolz. Musical di- 
Ny ee Alfred. Spa 3; choreocraphy, 
oe pee ee o. At Buerger 

y nna. * 
Leopold Weher....... eeeees-Fritz Imhoff 
Amalia, his wife.............- M: Eis 
RR N ae ee: oe+se-Hedy Fassler 
Gongs Gorkantt.:......... Wk, Dato 
Balret: livehceeelvne cj el 
cmbe decpbeessaavens s Heinz Conrads 

This “Recipe for. Happiness” is 


topflight musical comedy with eye 
and ear entertainment, certain to 
— audiences anywhere. Robert 

tolz has added another operetta 
to his long list of world successes 
and the way this latest one was 
acclaimed at its preem forecasts 
smooth going. Down to the last 
detail the production by Franz 
Stoss is up to 
direction is shrewd and well paced. 

Plot centers around a_ bakery 
owner (Fritz Imhoff) and his wife 
(Maria Eis) who sell their recipe 
for a cake to a Chicago bakery 
poe ones a = 
angle about spending money 
lavishly, Imhoff uses ruse in say- 
ing check is not good, and then 
the family returns to, work 
‘happier days. Around this humor- 
ous bit there are three romances 
spun. Miss Eis earns credit for h 
adroit ha of the suddenly 
rich woman and Imhoff socks over, 
too. Hedy Fassler displays vocal 
prowess. Subsidiary roles are well 
done nee Staal and new tenor 
W. A. Dotzer. | 

Potential winners in the Stolz 
score are the waltz “A Waltz 
Brought You To Me,” the “Susie 
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Samba” and “If Danube. Were in 
Madrid.” The “Night in 
Monte Carlo” and “Please Tell Me 
If You Ever Were in Love” are 
also easy on the ear. A comedy 
number, “Did You Ever Have a 


>| Schwips,” scores heavily. 


The Lace elu by Dia Luca 
is distinguished y originality. 
Stolz ballet score is one of the best 
he ever wrote. Settings and cos- 
tuming give added color to this 
bright musical. Maas. 


The Hellow 
London, June 15. 
Peter Saunders: pro@uctson of drama 
in three acts, adapted by Agatha Christie 
from her book. Directed by Hubert 
Gregg. Stars Jeanne de Casalis. At For- 
tune theatre, London, June 7, 1951. $2 top. 


Lady Angkatell ... Jeanne de Casalis 
Sir Henry Angkatell....... George Thorpe 
Henrietta Angkatell........ Beryl Baxter 
Edward Angkatell......... Colin Douglas 
Midge Harvey ........s.es.- Jessica Spencer 
Dr. John Christow..........- Ernest Clar 


Gerda Christow........06.«5 
Veronica Craye..........- 
Inspector. Colquohoun..... Martin Wyldeck 


Det. Sergeant Penny........ Shaw Taylor 
GOMOD. 6 5 wisn bweees 46542 ¢ A. J. Brown 
GREE soni ¢anekbeansuseias Patricia Jones 





Adapted by Agatha Christie from 
her own thriller, this mystery rolls 
slickly off the author’s pen, and is 
neatly converted to a one-set stage 
piece. This ace writer has her own 
numberless fans and her name 
alone will suggest good value for 
money and be - boxoffice. With 
Jeanne de Casalis heading an ex- 
cellent cast, show has every chance 
of making the grade, especially in 
this small house with little over- 
head. 

Locale is a country house party 
with most’of the guests related to 
the host. The victim is. disposed of, 
in view of the audience, via a shot 
fired offstage, screening the mur- 
derer. The dead man is an odious 
type, a noted society doctor bask- 
ing in his own self-steem who cows 
his adoring, self-effacing wife. Sev- 
eral people are suspected of the 
crime, but the wife is suspect No. 1, 
being found with the gun at her 
husband's side. There is also a 
niece in the household who is his 
mistress, and a disturbing new- 
comer in the person of a glamorous 
film star, once his fiancee; who has 
rented a nearby cottage. 

It turns out that the wife is the 
culprit, having cunningly switched 
guns so that the one in her hand 
proves not to be the lethal worare. 

er dumb devotion had turned to 
hatred after she had seen her mate 
having an affair with the picture 
actress. A confession is extracted 
from her by the dead man’s mis- 
tress. To silence her, the murder- 
ess poisons her drink. When she 
is accused of the crime by the po- 
lice she collapses. 

Jeanne de Casalis brings many 
laughs with her feather-brained 
characterization of the imperturb- 
able hostess, giving welcome relief 
to the general air of tension. George 
Thorpe makes an understanding 
host, and Ernest Clark a suitably 
obnoxious victim. Joan Newell is 
superb as the downtrodden wife, 
roused to frenzy, and Beryl Baxter 


jis cool and self-pessessed as the 


other woman. Dianne Foster, a Ca- 
nadian recruit to the London stage, 
makes a fleeting but vivid impres- 
sion as the exotic film star. Sup- 
porting roles are effectively han- 
died. Hubert Gregg’s direction 
makes for a cohesive anger =o 
mM. 





Penny Plain 


ilieiatin tovpa taatien aot Oreck be 

ntimate revue de: an 

Laurier Lister. Presented by Prometheus 

Production’ (P.D.M.A. Ltd.) under direc- 
on of John K. Gibson, Dare Clingberg 


urier Lister. 
Musical numbers staged by 
l,. Music arrang and direct iy 
J Pri } Lyrics by Joyce Gren- 
Melville, Seer 











hard. J a 
Julian Orc itefield. 
atre Royal, Glasgow, prior to London pro- 





This is British revue at its best 
—slick, intimate and polished. Top- 
rate material and a fine cast pro- 
vide clever entertainment that 
looms as surefire stuff for London’s 
West End. 

Not many subjects come up for 
satirizing, holidays abroad, festi- 
vals, ancient history, amateur dra- 
matics and literature being in- 
cluded. ' 

Smiling Elisabeth Welch has sev- 
eral memorable spots, including 
“Festival Calypso,” “Good Day for 
Godiva,” “I’ve Been In a Daze for 
Days” and “The Patisserie.” Her 
sparkling personality comes over 
with real freshness. 

Joyce Grenfell’s toothy, goggle- 
eyed style registers oy , par- 

cularly in “A Moment W th en- 
nyson” in which she plays a some- 
what relucten* girl who refuses to 
“come into the garden.” She 


‘\ cruited for this tour. 


ax Adrian and Desmon 
Ellis. pw As in tas -pere 


L’Heritiere | 
(The Heiress) 


Paris, June 12. 
proauction of drama 


oetz. Directed by M 
from the story, “Wash- 

Henry James. French 
by Louis Ducreux. Scenery 
and costumes by Michel Juncar. At the 
Theatre des Mathurins, Paris. 







MORSE. cbs nbc concidye os Jacqueline Marbaux 
Dr. Sloper ....6.-ssece- Jean Marchat 
EVIE < cabietowccdedce spars Yolande Laffon 
Catherime .....sseees++->- Michele Alfa 
Mrs. ih cee ah Jacqueline Dufranne 


Michel Choisy 

OP didlos ddlinie Raidie hn 6.4 3%-6% Francoise Solye 
Morris Townsend.........-. Bernard Noel 
Mrs. Montgomery...... Monique Melinard 
COT “cc vccncsctccgpoctess Carle Satian 





The film version of “The 


k} Heiress” has already been shown 


here, and the story of the pic has 
been printed serially in one of the 
biggest evening newspapers. With 
this publicity background, there is 
every reason to believe that the 
play will have a long run, because 
Marcel Herrand has given it a fine 
and sensitive production. Also, it 
is superbly acted by a troupe of 
Sutstanding actors. 

Michele Alfa in particular gives 
a great performance as the. un- 
happy Catherine. The role of her 
father, Doctor Sloper, is made to 
order for Jean archat, and he 
makes the most of it. In fact, 
nearly everyone in the cast gives 
a distinguished performance, with 
the result that the play, glows 
throughout. 

Michel Juncar’s setting of an 
aristocratically, drab living room 
and his period costumes are keyed 
in the right note. It is a fine: pro- 
duction of a fine play. Fred. 









‘Fledermice’ 


Continued from page 57 


then asked for jurisdiction over 
the productions put on by certain 
opera companies and _ longhair 
managers whom it would name. 
Equity asked for an adjournment. 

Next meeting was last Wednes- 
day (20), at which Equity didn’t 
show. Fact that Equity is return- 
ing for today’s meeting is regarded 
as a favorable sign, but not nec- 
essarily a conciliatory one. 

The 1939 Agreement 

Equity claims jurisdiction over 
“Fledermaus” because it is an 
operetta, and points to its 1939 
agreement with AGMA -giving 
Equity domain over operettas, and 
which even quotes “Fledermaus” 
as a sample of what an operetta is. 
AGMA states it wants control only 
over those “Fledermaus” produc- 
tions presented by an opera com- 
pany or concert bureau. “We'll 
take every legal means to protect 
our long established administration 
of the operetta and musical 
comedy fields,” says Equity. “We 
are merely protecting our juris- 
diction, which is the opera-concert 
field,” says AGMA. 

Nub of the dispute centers 
around the special touring com- 


Met Opera is assembling, and send- 
ing out as’a regular road show. 
It will have special singers (from 
the concert field) especially re- 
Financing 
isn’t comihg from the regular Met 
treasury, but via a special loan 


Bert Stim- from Columbia Records. Because 


the Met is AGMA’s domain, as are 


ethered, | concert artists in general, AGMA 


claims jurisdiction over this troupe. 

Equity’s: Simon said yesterday 
that “when operetta is given dur- 
ing the repertory of a grand opera 
com . as the Met did with 
‘Fledermaus’ in N. Y. last season, 


the-| we would not step in and assume 


our technical jurisdiction, to avoid 
chaos. But the Met’s touring 
‘Fledermaus’ is a new company 
being formed, financed from out- 
side, and going into regular theatre 
production.” He calls AGMA’s 
moves “irresponsible.” 


Knowlton, Quebec, Bow 


®Montreal, June 26. 

Marjorie and Filmore Sadler 
open their Brae Manor Playhouse 
at Knowlton, Quebec, July 4, with 
“At My Heart’s Core,” by Canadian 
author Robertson . Davies. Opening 
will inaugurate the 15th year of 
this theatre’s operation, and the 
Davies offering will be the 100th 
production. 

It will be followed by “The 
Guardsman,” “An Inspector Calls,” 
“The Chiltern Hundreds,” “The 
Heiress,” “Dear Brutus,” “Light Up 








the Sky” and “Harvey.” 


om 








operation, under direction of east- 
ern studio rep Joseph Moskowitz, 
isn’t quite so constantly active as 
Par’s, but likewise has proved prof- 
itable beycnd its ordinary chore of 
lining up story material for the 
studio, , 

Twentieth has been most active 
in making straight investments and 
has been in a very good percentage 
of smash hits, partially via an old 
arrangement whereby _ Richard 
Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein 


2d allow Moskowitz to buy a piece 
of each show they do. The studio 
is also highly flexible in accepting 
other deals. It recently made a 
pre-production arrangement for 
next season on “The Philomen 
Complex.” That’s a French play by 
Jean Bernard-Luc, adapted by 
Ladislaus Bush-Fekete and Mary 
Ellen Fay. Fox has already begun 
preparation of a screen version, al- 
though it will have to. wait for re- 
lease until the legiter has com- 
pleted its run. 


Par has been particularly active 
in a new development of the past 
few years—the making of musical 
versions for. Broadway of old 
straight plays. Screen rights to 
many of these were acquired by 
film companies when they were 
current on Broadway. 


Formula Worked Out 


A pretty well established formula 
has now been worked out for any- 
one who wants to musicalize them. 
Studio will toss in its screen rights 
to the straight play for a percent- 
age of what screen rights to the 
hew. musical version sell for. Par 
is thus in on “Gentlemen Prefer 
Blondes,” “Guys and Dolls” and 
“Seventeen” on Broadway current- 
ly. Universal is similarly in “Make 
a Wish.” Twentieth. could have 
been in both “The King and I” and 
“Tree Grows in Brooklyn,” but de- 
clined because it feels the pix on 
which these musicals are based are 
so recent that it may want to reis- 
sue them. It therefore doesn’t want 
to relinquish its screen rights. It 
has, however, made straight finan- 
cial investments in both musicals 
and is profiting on that angle, espe- 
cially on “King,” a smash hit. 

As a matter of fact, with the 
rights it now owns to “Anna and 
the King of Siam” (title of the 
book and pic on which “King and 
I” is based) and “Tree,” 20th could 
make a filmusical itself by provid- 
ing its own tunes. That’s, of course, 

likely, however. 

The only thing that might lead 
to it is the peculiar situation 
whereby it can’t obtain rights to 
“King” or other R&H musicals in 


which it has investments or owns | 


original rights because R&H won't 
sell. The authors feel there is 
much more coin to be had out of 
“Oklahoma,” “Carousel,” “King” 
and other hits by holding them for 
revivals, road companies and stock, 
rather than by selling them for any 


Bought Out Metro 

First of the successful musicals 
to be based on a straight play was 
“Oklahoma,” which R&H converted 
out of Lynn-Riggs’ “Green Grow 
the Lilacs.” Metro owned screen 
rights to the latter, which it turned 
over to R&H for a _ percentage. 
When the show proved a hit, how- 
ever, the authors exercised a con- 
tractual right to buy out Metro 
for $50,000. 

Par also has a stake in one cur- 
rent Breadway show (“Make a 
Wish”), one current London hit 
(“Caruosel”) and one of last sea- 
son’s hits (“Peter Pan”) via the 
fact that it years ago 
of the author’s interest in e of 
them. “Wish” and “Carousel” are 
based on works of Ferenc Molnar 
(“The Good Fairy” and “Liliom,” 
respectively), while “Peter Pan¥ 
was the J. M. Barrie original. 

Back in the early '20s a Par pre- 
decessor company made a partner- 
ship. arrangement with the Froman 
Co., which owned part of the au- 
thor’s rights“in the Molnar and 
Barrie plays. Thus, of the 2% au- 
thor’s royalty which “Wish” is 
now paying, Par gets 8% and 
Molnar 1.2%. There was a simi- 
lar divvy on “Carousel.” 


U gets 3344% of any film sale 
on “Wish” through ownership of 
screen rights to “Fairy.” Par sim- 
ilarly gets 
rights to “Blondes” are so.d, 15% 
on “Guys and Dolls” (based on a 


P 
pany of “Fledermaus” which the Rollywood. matter how large, to | war 


1634% when screen | famil 





amma Continued from page 3 somcmammeucm 


a Brown,” which Par o 

and 3314% on “Seventeen.” It alse 
had a 3344% deal on “Arms ang 
the Girl” a couple ‘seasons ago, 
but musical rights were never solq 

London company of “Carouse],” 
aside from paying Par viz author's 
rights, is feeding coin to 20th 
through an investment in tthe pro. 
duction. Another source of good 
income to Par is “Dream Gir)” 
Company put up half the produc. 
tion coin as we}l as having made 
the picture, Elmer Rice play ig 
proving very popular in stock and 
amateur performances, and royal. 
ties are rolling in regularly. Regy. 
lar income also comes on a number 
of other plays.from Samuel French 
Co., which peddles these subsidiary 
rights. , 

Par may also be in two shows 
coming up next season. One is 
“Casey Jones,” which Richard Kra 
keur is to produce and to which 
Par owns the original material by 
Richard Flournoy, although it 
never was used in a film. The 
other is “The Umpire’s Daughter,” 
likewise unproduced, which Wil- 
liam Roos and Robert Ardrey put 
together. Jule Styne has been ne- 


gotiating on it to make a Broadway 
musical version. 








20th Pay Cuts 


Continued frem page 3 


tions. If, because of adverse com- 
pany conditions, an employee does 
not get back his full salary the 
first year, it will be possible for 
him to accumulate the full amount 
through a profitable second year. 


The salary-slice plan, as out- 


lined to the stockholders by Skou- - 


ras, calls for a 25% bite on sal- 
aries between’ $500 and $1,000 a 
week; 35% on $1,000 to $2,000 
weekly and 50% on salaries of 
more than $2,000. Plan was de- 
signed to affect approximately 130 
execs and will be in effect for two- 
en years, or until March 31, 
1953. 


Strawhat Reviews 


Continued from page 58 


Stars in Your Eyes" 
is the hit of the evening. Teamed 


with Michael Dreyfuss, she 
the audience with Sitaaee wit 








Miss Mabel 
New Hope, Pa., June 21. 
Theron production. (by_ar- 
Joel W. Schenker) ef drama in three 


fe has ee Telter 
ood Dennis 





Taken off the road for an over- 
haul following a tour along the 
strawhat highway last summer, the 
1951 model of R. C, Sherriff’s 
don detective-play-withou 
tive, now on display here, 


: 


tunately still appears ill-equi 
for a Broadway run and 
metropolitan patronage. _.. 

De. with twin sisters and the 
sudden demise of one prior to the 
rs) j for acts oo 

es various 
the poe ery ba- 


sic situation.. Piece totes up to an 
mechanical pai Sy al- 
though in all fairness it must be 


reported that the local audience 
seemed to enjoy the proceedings. 


Understood that the vere 
sion represents e re 
write, with emphasis on . 
comedy. -However, “Miss. Mabel 
seems neither amusing nor 
garbed in sufficient to 
remain other than a weak sister. 

Performances : are an, 





script offering few ities 
for cast, including Gish in 
the title part. With the exception 
of her, and Dennis Hoey as the 
y barrister, Blazon are ager 
bers of the resident company. 
New Hope. Just. 


Damon Runyon story, “Idyll of 








sé Com: 
ree does 
ary the 
ible for 
amount 
year, 

as out- 


y Skouw - 


on Sal- 


® 
we 
i 


ig 
BS 


4°55 
SEG 


bec] 
® 


PE 
uit 


ei 
cites 


if 


B® 
g3 


“8 
Se 


i 


A 


se 
BE 


236 
rt 


2s 
eS 


nust be 








Wednesday, June 27, 1951 








Lite 


rati_ 








Fowler’s *Schnoz’ Biog 


“Schnozzola,” Gene Fowler’s biog 
of Jimmy Durante currently 
pearing in Collier’ 


Grae 
ublished by r. 
Fowler's story runs from nae s 
newsboy days to his fabulous TV 
contracts and also covers his part- 
ners, Eddie Jackson and the late 
Lou Clayton, 

Maurice Zolotow’s “No People 
Like Show People,” which includes 
piographical sketches, has a piece 
on Durante, Random: House is is- 
suing tome in August, a month 
ahead of the Viking book. Inci- 
dentally, another title based on the 
familiar phrase is “Show Business 
js No Business,” written and iilus- 
trated by the N. Y. Times’ Al 
Hershfeld, due from Simon & 
Schuster presses in September. 


Redbook Hiking Price 

Redbook is boosting its price 
from 25¢ to 35¢e, with the August 
issue. Reason for the hike, ac- 
cording to publisher Phillips Wy- 
man, is that has been un- 
derpriced “in relation to its im- 
proved editorial quality.” . Also, an 
increase’ to 35c in. the Canadian 
newsstand price caused no sub- 
stantial reduction in sales. Book 
doesn’t contemplate any boost in 
ad rates. 

Redbook has been slanting its 
editorial content to the “Young 
Adults” market, the 18-35 year 
bracket. It is one ef the five lead- 
ing mags to show a newsstand cir- 


culation gain in the first quarter | 


of 1951. 


Dunlap’s ‘Marconi Menograph 

“Writing the Biography of Mar- 
coni,” 2l-page monograph by Or- 
rin E. Dunlap, Jr., describes the 
author’s tribulations in completing 
a tome on the inventor of radio. 
Dunlap, now ad-publicity vee 
of Radio -Corp. of America, t 
started work on the biog in 1933, 
but it wasn’t published until 1937, 

Reason for the four-year delay 
was that Marconi mod kept 





-persG@nal details to and 


unlap, who wanted his -opus to 
be authoritative, sent the original 
manuscript to the inventor in Italy. 
In 1936 Marconi wired that he 
hadn’t time to read the manuscript, 
but “looked forward to aoeaing 
printed book.” That was vie 
as a go-ahead, and ‘the one. went 
to press in midsummer, ut in 
November another wireless mes- 
sage came from Marconi saying 
that there were many inaecuracies 
in the material drawn from news- 
paper accounts. Publication date 
was therefore postpongd and Mar- 
coni, whose health was failing, was 








three titles in 

due in and November. 
Vernon Jarratt has written “Ital- 
jan Cinema,” a short history of 


Susans A a 

‘on’ ” impressions of ballerina 
M of F is written and il- 
juste ol 


ustrated Chap- 
pell, with by Cecil Beaton. 
“Henry = the Actor and his 


ture department staff, sceetteey 
will move. into or’s New Y 
spot. Howard aad = “ 


will graduate up the 


derstood set to be shifted over to 
tthe pic staff, which continues un- 
der the - 
Bosley Crowther. 

Pryor planes out of New York 
early next week and will be back 
in.a couple weeks to pick up his 
family and drive to the Coast. 





CHATTER 


Joe Polonsky’s Hollywood Press 
Syndicate celebrating its 20th anni. 
Maurice Zolotow profiled Dr. 
Bruno Furst, authority on memory- 
training, for the September issue 
of True mag. 

“Picture Editing,” by Stanley E. 
Kalish and Clifton C. Edom, due 
from Rinehart presses in October. 

Joseph Marks has been elected a 
veepee of yee i & Co.; he's 


a r 0 rights and 
foreign sales division. 

William Bradford Huie, editor of 
American Mercury, readying lec- 
ture tour to take him to 43 states. 
Will speak at college campuses. 


Ken W. Purdy, editor of True 
mag, announced appointment of 
Julian S. Bach, Jr., as supervising 
editor, succeeding William E. Rae. 

“Television Program, Its Writ- 
ing, Direction and Production,” by 
Edward Stasheff and Rudy Bretz, 
will be published in September by 
A. A. Wyn. 


Lion Books is Rig ovine | a new 
popular edition Stanley Ellin’s 
novel “The Big Night,” illustrated 
with stills from the Philip A. Wax- 
man film version. 


Toni Taylor, ex-Look and Mc- 
Call’s staffer, named picture editor 
of Coronet mag, replacing Carl Ba- 
kal. She’s named Phil Doyle as as- 
sistant, vice Bill Little. 

Pete Martin’s | omy on Faye 
Emerson in the June 30 Sateve- 
post, titled “The Blonde Bombshell 
of TV,” to get special promotion 
including distrib by — 0 
2,000 owups; one- ute SEP 
spots on radio stations in 20 cities, 
and in commercials on SEP TV 
shows, “Meet the Press” and “Tex 
and Jinx.” 


An honorary Doctor of Letters 
degree was conferred on Frederick 
Lewis Allen, editor of Harper's 
Magazine, at the 182nd commence- 
ment exercises of Dartmouth Col- 
lege. Arthur Hays Sulzberver, 
publisher of the New York Times, 
received a Doctor of Laws degree, 
while an honorary Doctor of Hu- 
mane Letters degree was conferred 
on the American artist, Russell 


Cowles. Mr. Cowles was a mem- 
Dartmouth, 


bus, O., of 
around 408,608, ne 
lem, a 20th-Fox spokesman said, 





going into Weiler’s former slot A 


Sectings ar net goed fr Ime a 
are 

lic, but each the “other fel- 
low” to change his policy. 
Zoning of each city also has been 
a eal acme caer onan 
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company’s general fund in Paris, Tttreeeeeeeeseseresteeeeeeeeoeeretetoeeeeeooseos 
As a av when Seomne wats 9 t 
French office merely, delved into | $ SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK i 

‘money. Company : 4 j fh + 
Pad pif ites cctntis | Feoowsareaecaees By Frank Scully +e 
in hopes of thawing part of the : ; ' _ Palomar, Cal., June 22. 


ties of frozen francs lay there. 
This worked out okay as long as 
the freeze continued and the pro- 
ducers couldn't get their money 
anyway, but with the thaw the 
indies, of course, immediately de- 
manded t eir due. 

All other distribs, as far as can 
be learned, have sufficient balances 
on hand to liquidate the entire 
amount due them. They found it 
something of a surprise, after work- 
ing so hard to get the freeze lifted, 
that one company should discover 
it a liability rather than an asset. 


UA Adds 5, Ups 
Releases to 43 


United Artists’ hefty releasing 
sked was further expanded this 
week with the addition of five new 
pix, sales v.p. William J. Heineman 
disclosed. 

This brings to 43 the total num- 
ber from last Jan. 1 to Sept. 14. 
Heavy lineup results from UA’s 
acquisition of Eagle Lion Classics 
last April. 

In the corresponding period last 
year the distrib had only 17 fea- 
tures in release. It was last fall 
when UA ran into its severe prod- 


uct shortage, which continued until 
the ELC takeover, 
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you can. see Mexico on a clear day and if you look close 
will see more activity among the stars in its studios than 
you among the stars above here in the heavens. One of the reasons 


They’d be burned and blinded. It’s strictly for cameras and non-flam 
film, That’s why most people who make the trip to Palomar Observa- 
tory come down the mountain with the feeling that they would have 
had a livelier time at Forest Lawn Cemetery. 


But looking. southward toward Mexico is another matter. Ever since 
Dolores del Rio left Hollywood for Mexico there has been a growing 
strength in s splinter movement. Whenever a picture has come out 
of there it something that couldn’t be laughed off. From “The 
Pearl” to “The Brave Bulls” there has beén a growin strength of char- 
acter that made the peasants in their pictures seem like the only people 
of quality left. The same was true to a degree even of “The Fugitive.” 


“No Names,’ Please 


“The Fugitive,” you may remember, dealt with a priest's attempt to 
escape from Mexico to the U. S. during an era of relicious persecution. 
But teday the shoe is on the other foot. Bruised and frichtened fugi- 
tives have been quitting Hollywood for Mexico because they feared a 
political purge was on. Will they find Mexico healing their wounded 
spirits, permitting them the sublimations of cinematic make-believe for 
a livelihood and otherwise granting them free expression regardless 
of race, creed or political bias? Or will they be like eunichs, having no 
rights whatever beyond their capacity to entertain and turn in a profit- 
able picture for their backers? 


And will those who don’t agree with a two-party system of govern- 
ment but prefer one or many, or, in their anarchy, none, be the only 
ones to embrace the right of asylum in Mexico? Or will.all sorts drift 
down there? 


I recall that after the first of our world revolutions people of all 
kinds from all countries were caught in the upheaval and landed willy- 
nilly on the Riviera, a place seemingly too tired to heave them out again. 


Six-Horse Parlays Common 


In a matter of a few miles you would find oddities like Emma Gold- 
man, who got kicked out of America and subsequently walked out of 
Russia, and Grand Duke Alexander, who was no longer welcome in 
Russia for wholly different reasons. You would find characters like 
Frank Harris, who would be clinked if they went to England, and Blasco 
Ibanez, who would be jailed if he went back to Spain. You would find 
Rex Ingram, who was on Germany’s louse list for making “Mare Nos- 
trum,” and Luigi Pirandello, who would have been castor-oiled if he 
returned to Italy. ‘ 


Practically none of these people was bothered on the Riviera, not 


fication and was as unanchored as a ship at sea. In fact, the only one I 
remember who had a bad time was Alexander Berkman. His _citizen- 
ship was badly blurred because he, too, had been kicked out of America 
and had quit Russia because its ideals and practices were too far apart 
for him to reconcile. 


Every time there was a change in the French cabinet, some character 
would pull out Berkman’s dossier and order his deportation. He was 
heaved across the Belgian frontier so often that one time a group got 
together and pleaded with the Surete Generale to let the old guy alone. 
If I should reveal the names of people who shared in that humane 
petition there would be outeries even today by some headlime-hungry 
legislator to have them pilloried and run out of whatever business they 
were in, for many of them were Americans. But the French are human, 


So, understanding what was back of the record, they ig- 
nored the record and judged the man by his actions and nothing else 
from that day forth. 

As further proof of this, Emma Goldman was in a position similar 
to Berkman. When, however, French officials announced that her 
main troubles stemmed from the fact that she had no passport, no carte 
@identite and hence it ghey of citizenship ere, a Welch miner 

said if her condition was as stated he would 
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Many of the people I on the Riviera are now either scattered 
over the hills above Hollywood or have gone south to Mexico, where 
tan og mete Are dlagal eee Ponce aliens Bg Among 
them is Nina Putnam. On the Riviera I remember her as the 
best of friends. She had a lot of Hollywood know-how behind her, 
having started with Harry Aiken of ‘Triangle after being a most suc- 


on her first 
Mexican picture, “El Billietero” (“The Winning Ticket’). Gotta get in 
touch. and see how she’s doing and warn S the 
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even Isadora Duncan, who seemingly had destroyed all means of identi-- 
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Broadwa tures In Travel” is heard over’ 
y WINS, baa with Mrs. ile. o 
an e, who 
Mae (Mrs. Charles) Einfeld to|, ntv8”. Pinyiouse Co. inst March 


Paris this weekend with daughter 
Linda. 


Mary daughter of gs 
Wilts Dick ers, engaged to 
illiam John Ryan. 

app, the late Jack Kapp’s 
ting = to Rio for a month 
pe a girl friend. 
I. D. (Ike) Levy, Official Film 
exec, sails for Europe next Tuesday 
(3) for an extended vacation. 

Carleton Carpenter back to the 
Coast, following a two-week N. Y¥ 
vacation, to appear in Metro’s “21 
Days.’ 

Norman Panama, co-director anc 
co-producer of “Strictly Dishonor 
able,” due in N. Y. this week for 
promotion of the Metro film. 

Pegeen (Mrs. Ed) Fitzgerald fell 
asleep-in front of a sunlamp and 
wound up in Lenox Hill hosp with 
burnt left shoulder, arm, etc. 

Frank De Vol planed in yester- 
day (26) to begin his stint at the 
Capitol Theatre today (Wed.) with 
Margaret Whiting and Jack Smith. 

Nancy Ranson, wife of WMGM, 
N. Y., publicity chief, has exhibi- 
tion of her Mexican paintings at 
the main branch of Brooklyn Pub- 
lic Library. 

Humphrey Doulens, VARIETY’s 
Westport mugg and Columbia Art- 
ists Mgt. exec, back last Friday 
(23) from month’s vacation in Eng- 
land, seeing plays. 

Special performance of S. P. 
Eagle’s “The Prowler” will be 
given at the Criterion at 3 a.m. 
Saturday (30) as a. benefit for the 
Herald Tribune “Fresh Air Fund.” 

Douglas Travers, RKO Pathe 
production chief, to the Coast for 
studio confabs on upcoming lens- 
ing of short subjects. He plans a 
pee vacation prior to returning 
to N 

Upping of N. Y. World-Telegram- 
Sun and McNaught Syndicate col- 

umnist Frank Farrell to a Marine 
Major is the excuse for a cocktail- 
ery this aft, hosted by James H. 
Barry, Jr 

Milton Berle is leaving this week 
for a four-week European vaca- 
tion, and he claims he’s doing it 
for a very special reason: his 
mame has never: appeared in 
VariEtTy’s N. Y.-to Europe column. 

Penny March, daughter of 
Florence Eldridge and Fredric 
March, getting a taste of journal- 


= 


ism as a summertime copygirl on | Mm 


the N. Y. Post. She’s a journalism 
major at Vassar. 

Jerry Berns and Monte, of the 
21 clan, planes to Rome today 
(Wed.) and Charles Berns, surviving 
founder of 2l—now with “21 
Brands’—plans_ celebrating his 
50th birthday Aug. 1 at Maxim’s, 


Paris, accampes by his wife, 
Molly. 
Reno 
By Mark Curtis 


Lionel Hampton orch at Bal Bi- 
jou June 29. 

Tahoe Village up for a reported 

,000 sale. 
Ph ie: y will show stripper Lilli 
St. Cyr in July. Page Cavanaugh 
Trio next. 

Rita Hayworth acted as official 
hostess to group of Korean War 
amputees. 

Lena Horne skedded for T 
Stateline Club June 29. Ink 
in July 13. 

Tahoe invitational golf tourna- 
ment entered by Gordon MacRee, 
William Lundigan, June Haver, 
Phil Harris, Johnny Weismuller. 

Peter Lind Hayes and Mary 
Healy opened season at Cal-Neva 


eaten 


last week. Ted Lewis, Andrews 
Sisters, Ritz Brothers signed 
through rest of summer, 


Bermuda 


Agent Howard Hoyt and actress- 
wife Betty Bartley vacationed at 
The fs, 

Roger Forster, New York radio 
and TV announcer, vacationing 
with his wife at Bermudiana. 

_ Paul Schofield, Hollywood 

ducer, scenario writer and path sie 
tor of “Big Town,” left recently 
after a holiday at swank Coral 
Beach Club. 

Jinx Falkenburg and Tex Mc- 
Crary, with their two sons Paddy 
and Kevin, were here for filming 
of their Bermuda holiday to be 
shown on their new TV “New York 
Close-Up” over WNBT. 

Francis Chaplin, Canadian vio- 
linist, accompanied by Allison Pat- 
terson, gave successful recital at 
Bermudiana Theatre Club Satur- 
day (16), with repeat — 
on Friday (22) at Trinity Hall. 

Patrice Munsel and eho, Mrs, 
A. J, Munsel, recent guests at Har- 
mony Hall. Also vacationing there 


were Henry Milo, whose “Adven- 


at Bermudiana Theatre Club, poe 
turned recently to appear in 
duction of Bruce Yerke-Mic ae 


Sadlier Bermuda Theatre series, 


encourt is another featured player. 
Peter Donald emceed the weekly 
program put on the last three Tues- 
day evenings (June 5, 12, 19) at 
Elbow Beach Surf Club for more 
than 2,000 top Philco radio and TV 
dealers and salesmen who won 
trips here. Also imported for the 
show .were Gail Meredith, Connie 
Sawyer and Don Cummings. 


Dallas 


Jan August opening in Mural 
Room of Baker Hotel. 

Constance Moore visiting father 
while en route to Memphis. 

Grand Ole Opry troupe set for 
July 4 rustic show in Cotton Bowl. 

Arthur L. Kramer, Jr., elected 
president of Dallas Grand Opera 
Assn. 

Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo 
booked at State Fair Auditorium 
Nov. 23-24. 

Karl Hoblitzelle, Interstate The- 
atres’ prexy, spending the summer 
at Cape Cod. 

Fred Waring to conduct choral 
workshop at Southern Methodist 
U., July 30-Aug. 3. 

Vacationing Don Cherry singing 
again with Leonard Ohlson Trio 
at Chalet, after winning West 
Texas golf championship last week. 


Genoa 


By R. F. Hawkins 
Charles Muench opened summer 
symphony concert series here at 
Carlo Felice Opera House. 


Riviera resorts crowded with 
early-season foreign visitors, here 
to beat the grand season influx. 
Genoese Hot Club giving Jazz 
Concert here, with soloists from 
other Italian jazz organizations 
guesting. 

Unseasonable rains and _ cool 
weather have delayed opening of 
several open-air film spots along 
Italian Riviera. 

Location shooting for “Anna,” 
new Silvana Mangano starrer be- 
ing made by Ponti-DeLauretiis, 

switch from Genoa to Milan. 
ames Field and his Afro-Amer- 
ican ballet, _ Wolmer and Dino 


Valdy, head ng two-a-day show at 
Universale, major local vaude 
showcase. 

Pittsburgh 

By Hal Cohen 


Gino Contes driving to Coast for 
visit with parents. 

Carousel will shut down for 
three weeks next month. 

Magico Del Ray made TV debut 
Sunday (24) on Ed Sullivan show. 

Nino Nani held over another 
week at Alan Clark’s Monte Carlo. 

J. English Smith signed by NBC, 
il Y., as a TV production coordina- 


John Agar brought his new bride 
ye for his nitery booking at 
‘opa. 
ay Russell has resigned as pub- 
Kici nal of DuMont station 


Ken Hoel, pub-ad head of Harris 
Sn ee back from Lake Erie fish- 


ee Se comes hack to Copa 
“a an unfulfilled contract week of 
Aug. 20. 
Brian McDonald home for couple 
of pate while “Ice Capades” is 


laying © 

Vasisty afin has dro its 
weekly Family Nights for 
the Rica 


¢ summer. son of Ed Bartell, 

KQV deejay, operated on for ton- 
sils and adenoids. 

Wilma Van Tresca leaving Play- 
house staff to join x ~epenaetes 
at Reg be tterbury, Va. 

rlin, Jr., off to marines 
and "péplaced in summer opera 
company boxoffice by his father. 


Worcester 


Wally Wanger line opened Ye 
Olde Tavern, West Brookfield. 

Ben Harkarvy in from N. Y. to 
direct choreography at Theatre-in- 
Round. 

Coley Worth giving up his bow!l- 
ing alley business in suburban Mil- 
ford to return to the stage. 

Carlton Carpenter in town to see 
Michael Dreyfuss and Anne Fran- 
cine in “Stars in Your Eyes.” 

Elsbeth Hofman left Playhouse 
to start rehearsi femme lead 
with Lawrence Tibbett in “Rain.” 

Henry Sullivan left for Paris to 
write the music for “Never A og 
uced there in autumn. 





next three months. Francis Beth-| yi .i¢ 





London 


Autor, 8 operator of Colony 


- ¥. on the prowl 

ay sgharehr note. 
Bessie Love and dancer daughter 
Patricia Hanks homeward bound 
for California for prolonged family 


Burt Lancaster to Rome this 
week for locationing on ‘Crimson 
Pirate” prior to studio lensing at 
Teddington. 

Jack ‘Warner, British comedian, 
planed to Korea over weekend to 
entertain troops in the battle zone 
and in Tokyo, 

Arthur Blake follows Georgia 
Gibbs into the Colony and Astor 
for four weeks starting July 16. 

Sonnie Hale tops bill at the Pa- 
vilion, Liverpool, for special vaude- 
ville-week starting July 30 for the 
Liverpool Festival Society. 

Warners tossed a press reception 
for Ray Bolger and Allyn McLerie, 
who came in last weekend to film 
“Where’s Charley?” at Elstree 
studios. 

The Hyams Brothers enrolled 
the London crix as members of 
Eros Films Luncheon Club and pre- 
sented them with ties in lieu of 
membership c 

Former Taater " Leigh Stafford, 
who gave up terping to become 
theatre director in London, has 
now settled in Italy with his re- 
cently acquired wife. 

“Breach of Marriage,” Dan 
Sutherland’s clinical play which 
was revived for three weeks prior 
to its U. S. and Canadian produc- 
tion, folded after three days. 

“Passing Day,” by George Shiel, 
goes into the Ambassador’s Theatre 
July 3 following its tryout at the 
Lyric, Hammersmith, early this 
year. Actors will be the Ulster 
Players. Play will be directed by 
Tyrone Guthrie. 

For ‘the third of their Festival 
presentation of Shaw playlets, the 
Arts Theatre Club staged “Augus- 
tus Does His Bit,” “Village Woo- 
ing,” “Bolshevik Empress,” 
“Glimpse of Reality” and “Over- 
ruled.” Resident repertory players 
formed cast with Brenda Bruce 
outstanding in the “Village Woo- 
ing” characterization. Direction 
shared by Roy Rich and John Fer- 


nald. 
n 
Las Vegas 
By Bill Willard 
Ken Murray suntanning at 
Desert Inn. 


Harold Lloyd weekending at 
Desert Inn. 

Jean Devlyn takes branch line 
into Mapes, Reno 

Three Suns set foSfehihg Fitt 
day (29) at Last Frontier. 

Calgary Bros. added to “Merry 
Widow Revue” at Desert Inn. 

Pearl Bailey jumps in following 
exit of “Merry Widow Revue” July 
9 at Desert Inn. 

Sons of Pioneers set after -pres- 
ent Mills Bros: frames at Thunder- 
bird, opening July 5. 

Ted Lawson, who authored 
“Thirty Seconds Over Tokyo,” lol- 
ling at Last Frontier. 

Restaurant La Rue on Strip folds 
after months of bucking heavy 
resort hotel competition. 

Max Solis returns to original 
stand. beside his bass in Grover- 
Shore Trio at Desert Inn. 

a Raye,. Ben Yost Royal 
Guards step into Flamingo tomor- 
row wg a for fortnight. 

Hank ool A ge ranch up for 
rent in expected jaunt to Gotham 
for projected Herman Levin role. 

“Harvey” takes to boards for six 
days at Village Playhouse, with 
Little Theatre thesps eating imag- 
inary carrots until July 1. 

June Barton in twice nightly 
at Silver 


Murray “Hats” Parker added % 
roster. 


» Chicago 
Actress Muriel Larne visit- 
ing family in Barrington, Ill. 
Producer Bill Pine and flack 
A. C. Lyles in town last week. 
Spencer Tr LS ag last week 
— visiting in Freeport, 


Will Rossiter, dean of Chi clef- 
fers, beaten one at West Sub- 


“—— H 
Seaton, Gene Fowler 





route to Britain. ; 

Denise aieigt eet San Fran- 
cisco Chronicle in visiting 
theatres and strawhatters. 

Actress Jean Parker and mate 
Robert Lowery bowed in “Candle- 
light” at Chevy Chase strawhatter 
this week. 

Shrine hospitals for lame chil- 
dren snared proceeds from showing 
of “Great Caruso” (M-G) at Holi- 
me A. og yesterday (Tues.). 

ose Mankiewicz’s aan pets 

Loa — Christopher roe ea oa rief- 

ly here enroute to Y., where 
ey’ll join parents for summer. 





to be prod 
Princess Rospigliosi did the book. 


“Moon is Blue” cast tossed a 


casted in last week. Comic’s en-| si 


fiesta for McNamara 

birthday. d David Swift's 

parents sae be: irene Canteen 
Gov. Adlai Stevenson, U,.of Chi- 

cago chencotor Lawrence Kim 

ton and Chi D. News col 

ge lecture at~As- 

pen, Colo., Summer Festival July 2. 


Cleveland 


By Sanford Markey 

Glenn Pullen, VARIETY mugg, 
vacationing in Wisconsin. 

Max Mink, RKO Palace manager, 
vacationing in New York, 

Ted Barker, Loew flack, on bus- 
man’s holiday, three-week Holly- 
wood trip. 

William Boehm, tenor. and em- 
cee, ended his long run at Herman 
Pirchner’s Alpine Tavern for a 
vacation. 

Hollywood visitors here included 
Paul Lukas, director Alfred Hitch- 
cock, Piper Laurie, Sally Forrest, 
Robert Clarke. 

Warner shifts include Edward 
Miller from Hipp to Vogue; John 
Bidwell to Allen, and Howard Hig- 
ley to Variety. 

Jack Silverthorne takes over 
managership of mp el ge when 
Telenews becomes formal owner of 
major downtown house July 9. Joy 
Kois takes over Telenews outlet 


Philadelphia 


By Jerry Gaghan 
The Troc, local Hirst Circuit bur- 
lesque, closed for summer. 
Guy Mitchell did guestar spot 





before the A’s-Phils benefit game | *2° 


Monday (25) night. 

Scott-Crosse Co. and Marne! Dis- 
tributing Co., wholesalers of indie 
records, have “aK 

Ramon Bruce, WHAT disk jockey, 
signed for 13 weeks of nightly 
broadcasts from Club 421. 

Chubby’s (West Collingswood, 
N. J.) has added line of Lee Hen- 
— girls for summer revues. 

eggy Lloyd, featured at Jack 
ene 
after two-week hospitalization for 
surgery 

Mac McGuire and hig WIP Har- 
mony Rangers have been signed for 
Sunday daytime cruises on the Wil- 
son Line. 

George Dorwart, owner of Celeb- 
rity Room, went to New England to 
emcee 100th anni of Berkshire Life 
Insurance Co. 

Bill Smith, former booker and 
manager of Jan Savitt, returning 
to show biz and managerial ranks 
after 10 years in real estate, 

The. Philiactors, local group, 
raised $1,000 at benefit (19) for 
~comedian*Hank Reese, recently in- 
jured when a train struck his auto. 


By Gordon Irving 

“Jolson Story” Ginx big biz 
here on reissue. 

“Born Yesterday” played to good 
biz in Glasgow. Got rave notices. 

Cameo cinema in Edinb . 
staging repertory month _ of 

assi 


Wilson Barrett Co. | sta 
“Bonaventure” at the Alham 
igeeer. 

Binnie Hale 


jolaing Scots comic 
Eainbaree Anthony summer show at 


| are and Doric Kendall, Lon- 
don dancefs, into Empire Theatre, 
Edinburgh. 

Dave Willis, Scot comic, and 
Jimmy Plant, his stooge, parting 
company after eight years. 

Bela Lugosi set for King’s Thea- 
tre, Glasgow, in “Dracula,” with 
preem scheduled for June 18. 

Josephine Crombie, Scot singer, 
inked for national radio series 
“Sing It Again,” starting July 9. 

James McKechnie gets lead in 


radio version of late James Bridie’s 
“The Anatomist,” ai une 30. 

Geddes Bros. musi act inked 
for Christmas 


stint with Jimmy 
O’Dea at Gaiety Theatre, Dublin. 


Pp 
at Empire, Glasgow, ool earned 
kudos by entertaining polio 8 ant 
tients in wards at Hairmyres 
pital, Lanarkshire. 


Mexico City 


By D. L. Grahame 
Susana Guizar, Tito’s cousin, pic 
actress and singer, will try ra 


g. 
"Giltert Roland readying for 3. 
fat part in “Zapata,” film bio 
Gen. Emiliano apata, revolu Be 
ary figure and apostle of agrarian- 
ism in Mexico. 
Ford Motor Co. of Mexico spon- 


on radio over station XEX, with 
nightly ming ee of the Na- 
tional toon Oe . at the National 


Theatre. 
ra singers here cur- 


Top pay o 
rently are Mario del Monaco, Ital- 


ian tenor, with $1,500 
ance, and Seen aleeien ee 
$1,000 per. Pay is in u. pee. 
since contracts demand it 


deters 





*s Zodiac Room, back at mike |- 


River Boys scored on bill | Souc 


sored TV via station XHTV and/ Zi 


perform- | (Chicago 


that way.’ . 


Hollywood 


g ak eins Pacatienten at 
Sinoy Mack Mack joined Lichtig- -Eng. 
ae fun up and around after 
a lengthy 


Tierney 
E. Stone returned to film. 


work after lo no Bo gem 
er 


ed a | 
suet Ft Lowe pean egit 


Macdonald Carey and wife took 
off on Caribbean vacation. 

Anne Francis suffered - and 
leg. injuries in a riding s 

Neal Reagan electe rexy of 
Advertising Assn. of the West, 

Special screening of “Suicide At. 
tack” held for former Jap prisoners 
of war. 

Doretta Morrow, on leave from 
“The King and I,” due in this week 
to make film bow 

Philippine film star Manuel 
Conde in town getting an eyeful 
on Hollywood methods. 

Columnist Erskine Johnson pre 
ing five-week tour to get exhib. 
tors’ side of the story. 

Fred Clark elected harlequin of 
Masquers for ¢oming year with 
Rhys Williams as veepee. 

AFM execs Leo Cluesman and 
Harry Steeper in town to scout 
convention sites for next June. 

Phil Scheuer, L.A. Times drama 
critic, bedded after an ulcer attack 
en route home from San Francisco, 

National ry! Council honored 
Pete Smith for the third time, this 
time for his “Wrong Way Butch” 


rt. 

RKO Pathe production prexy 
Douglas Travers in town for hud- 
dles on firm’s short subjects pro- 
gram. 

Ralph Morgan celebrated 45th 
ear in show biz with role in new 
7 pean “Three Wishes for 


Atlantic City 


‘ ge grprony opened at Ritz Frk 
ay 

Nick D’Amico moves from Ritz 
to Chelsea June 29. 

Nate Goldberg booking Cab Cal- 
loway at his Yacht club early July. 

Warner, top boardwalk film 
a to open for season Friday 


. Two Chords entertaining at Lions 
——— after appearing at Steel 

er. 

Maxine Adams opened in Mike 
Fiore’s Penn-Atlantic Hotel, Rip- 
tide Room, Saturday (23). 

Gloria’ De Haven and Henny 
Youngman, Steel Pier headliners 
with Larry Fotine in Marine Ball- 


room, 
Washington 
By Florence S. Lowe 

Screen player Warner Anderson 
in town to huddle with MPAA 
execs on union matters. 

Carlton Alsop, former agent for- 
Judy Garland, currently doing a 
|e pash job for State Depart- 
men 

Arena Theatre’s production of 

“Twelfth Night” setting a record 
for town’s theatre-in-the round by 
hitting a fourth week. 

British legit star Hermione Gin- 
gold,. slated for a Broadway stint 
in “Murray Anderson’s Almanac” 
oe in town on a sightseeing 
aun 

American National Red Cross 
has released a film strip, “Life- 
savers,” produced by Presenta- 
tion, Inc., of Washington, to train 
volunteer blood oe Senne 2 recruiters. 


Miami Beach 


By Lary Soiioway 
Joan Edwards vacashing at Sans 
oward into Sans Souci 


Bill Jordan reopening Bar of Mu- 
Mian sete 
Nelson, David Elliot. 


Linda Darnell stopped at Roney 
Plaza before going on to Jamaica 
for location shots on new film. - 

Five O’Clock Club lighting up for 
summer run tomorrow (Thurs.) 
with Billy Vine and Buddy paaet, 

Nautilus Hotel’s Driftwood Roo 


adding cuisine, with policy con 

fj ing to two show’s instead 

of one. . 
Casablanca Hotel reopens its 


Club Morocco tomorrow. (Thurs.) 
with bag ar in fags Se mo a 


env ies ee We 

book 4-4. leads. 
that big spot will ots in dak 
summer. . 
Don Both, owner of ai 

produ revue, “Gul- 
lible’s “ Travely" at n Ly 
starting Friday (29). Mervyn Nel- 

son wrote and directed. ~~ 
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R. HARRY W. MARTIN 
pe Harry W. Martin, 61, medical 
director of 20th-Fox and husband 
of Louella Parsons, motion and 
radio colum in 
june 24 of a tropical ailment con- 
tracted when he served in the 
South Pacific with the Army Medi- 
s. 
Martin, medical director at 20th 
since 1937, was @ ‘member ‘of the 
California State Boxing Commis- 
sion for “ae i serving two 
s as C airma 
termcides his wife, his step-daugh- 
ter, Harriet Parsons, film producer, 
survives. : 4 . 
rriet Parsons subbed for her 
oe on on the latter’s ABC pro- 
gram Sunday night (24), reading 
off the spot news. In lieu of the 
transcribed rtion Louella Par- 
sons already had taped in advance, 
announcer Marvin Miller, read gen- 


eral news. The transeribed inter- 


iews had been done last 
weak and in view of Bagg AR 
stances it was deemed the wax was 
ji-fitting for broadcast. 


MRS. ARTURO TOSCANINI 

Mrs. Carla Toscanini, 73, wife of 
symphony conductor Arturo Tosca- 
nini, died June 23 in Milan. She 
married the maestro in 1897 and 
was with him on most of his tours. 
When Italian Fascists attacked him 
after he refused to play their an- 
them, “Giovanezza,” at Bologna in 
1931, she underwent a bea 

Signore Eas hooked te aes 
with influ er hus 
cept the pomie et of the N. 
Symphony. After the maestro 
led his final concert with the Phil- 
harmonic Sym in 1936, it was 
thought he might eave the U. S. 
permanently. She convinced him 
to stay in the U. S. pe onaaact the 





ter, who 
the NBC symph, and two da 


ters, Wally, the Countess of Cas-, 


telbarco, and Wanda, wife of pia- 
nist Viadimir Horowitz, survive. 


EDWIN T. EMERY - 
Edwin T. Emery, 79, veteran of 








ugh- | 1940 





seum, and later became part own- 
er. His son, Americo, succeeds 
him as géneral manager of the 
theatre. 

Besides, Americo, another son 
and a daughter survive. 


HERMAN L. GATTER 

Herman L. Gatter, 56, singer, 
choir,conductor and glee club di- 
rector, died June 21 in Phila- 
dlephia. Gatter was an early singer 
on radio and was director of the 
choir of the Benjamin Franklin 
Consistory, Philadelphia. For 
years he conducted the om ¢ 
of the Frankford, Pa., 
Legion Post. we 





urviving are his wife, 
sons and a daughter. 


_ WILLIAM KASTEN 

William maaeen. 64, former — 
cert pianist who once accont 
0 a singer Helen Traubel, died 
of heart disease in St. Louis June 
22. A native of Germany 
came to the U. S. in 1922. Since 
his retirement from the concert 
stage he had been a social service 
director at te ae City In- 
firmary an os ‘ 

A iaber and mises in Berlin sur- 
vive. 


FRANCOIS FRATELLINI 
Francois Fratellini, 72, former 
French circus clown, died in Paris 
June 20. Fratellini worked with 
his egy rig Paul and genom a 
clown o was a 
favorite with the French circus 





.| public, They also operated their 


touring show. 
Rhy ea 
a as 
survivor of the trio. 
CURTIS 


SAMUEL J. 
Samuel J. Curtis, 82 aly 





a ‘or 
many years had been with Lew 
Dockstadter Minstrels A and later 





CHARLES P. HAMMOND 


June 30, 1950 


the stage, died June 24 in New 
York. He began. his stage career 
in 1893, appearing in leading stock 
companies in Philadelphia and 
Milwaukee. He worked with Maude 
Adams, with E. H. Sothern in “The 
Prisoner of Zenda,” and for several 
years was a member of the Alcazar 
heatre Co. in San . He 
appeared in “The Geisha” on Broad- 
way, bl 5 Sam os aye eg ‘The 
elle of Bond Sophie 
‘Tucker in eet, Toe,” in 
the original cast of “The Velvet 
1 dad,” and with May Irwin in 
ae Black at: ck.” inaiy ‘hand 
n more recent years 
directed Gilbert & Sullivan re- 
_Vivals, and was a-dramatic eoach. 
‘He is survived by his wife, known 
as Essie Mercedes. . 





L is PAD og York, Pa 
ouis J. pe , York, a 
sealer, ant | former head of —_ 
, Theatri rprises, which 
‘ ated 2 obaue of film houses in 
southeastern Pennsylvania, died 
‘June 23 of a heart attack at his 
“home in Pa, 
Yor saat president of the fork 
or 
Advertising Co. and of the Key- 
stone B Co., which 


operat “York, His wife, | 
erates WSBA, . 


two sons 


Thomas M. Keenan, 55, head of 
theatrical for the Phil- 
adelphia died 
sue at Veterans Hospital, But- 

r. ‘a ° 


With the Bulletin since 1910, 
Keenan originated the idea of list- 
ing the independent film fg 
betically, an arrangement e 
adopted by many other n pers. 
His wife and daughter ve, 





RALPH WORDLEY 
Ralph Wordley, 69, character 
actor, died June 24 in New York. 
At the turn of the century he ap- 
peared in dramatic and musical 
stock companies, in “Frankie and 
Johnny,” and in vaudeville and 

burlesque. 

ey played in “Arsenic and 
Fulton Theatre, 


wer and his last 
ewe a nger-composer Joe 


was | | 
E. 





with Neil Burgess in “The County 

Fair,” died June 24 in the Percy 

Williams Home, East Islip, N. Y. 

Shubert me a” s, and ph 
u ons, 

ville as 4 member of the Gotham 

Quartet. 


HOWARD S. BLACK 
Howard S. Black, 40, staff an- 





nouncer at KOY, Phoenix, was 
killed June 23 in a auto 
collision 10 miles west of Waynes- 
ville, Mo. fe 


Survived by wife, radio w 
singer nen 4 as oe Ses 
son, . both of w were 
seriously injured in the accident. . 


25 in St. Mary's Hospital, Hoboken, 
"s OSP: , > 
'N. J. He had been with Par 26 


or are his wife, two sons, 
parents and two brothers. 








managing director cin- 
emas in Leith, Granton (Edin- 
) and Glasgow. 
s father, the late A. S. Albin, 
was also in the trade. , 


: 
ROBERT TANSEY 





Robert 7 veteran film 
Ey, producer 
ansey 


17, of.a 
et atte Tenens ek takes, 


in vaude-| 


MARTIN HODGE, JR. 
mount’s age, de> beat gt Pa 








Walter Broucksick, o 
etl of the Avon > 

ne the Suits was Fig 
ccocned near Leesburg 


Anastasia Rabinoff Meyerowi 
57, former soprano with the Chi- 
cago Opera Co., who sang under 
her maiden name, Rabinoff, died 
in Baltimore June’ 21. 








Louis F. Pavan, 60, owner-oper- 
ator of the Riverside Theatre, La 
Grange, Tex., died there, réceritly. 





Wife of songwriter Bill Carey, 
died in Hollywood June 19, of com- 
plications following the birth of a 
son. Child survived. a 


Sister of Miss Lyle Epling, who 

tes the Roxy, Stonington, IIL, 

ied in a Springfield, Ill., hospital 
after a long illness. 


: Father-in-law, 72, 





of Boston 


ed | bandleader Larry Green was killed 


by a bandit during a holdup on his 
store in Boston June 22. 


Ada Mitchell Ullman, 75, former 
vaude actress on Orpheum Circuit, 
died in Hollywood June 18. Hus- 
band survives. 


Mother, 83, of Efrem Zimbalist, 
violinist-composer, died June 21 in 
New York. 


Wife of George Kirby, manager 
of Loew’s Olympia Theatre, N. Y., 
died in N. Y. June 19. 


Mother, 79, of Rose Bampton, 
Met Opera soprano, died June 19 
in Bryn Mawr, Pa. 


Clifford McGee, re nay projec- 
tionist, died June 16 in Chicago. 


_ Father of Lorry Raine, a i 
died in ‘Monroe, Mich., June 23. 


' BIRTHS 


» Mr. and Mrs. Alan Hale, Jr., son, 
Burbank, Cal., June 18. Father is 
an actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles F. O’Brien, 
son, Jersey City, N. J., June 17. 
Father is director of industrial 
relations for Loew’s, Inc. 

Mr, and Mrs. Charles David, son, 
Paris, June 20. Mother is film ac- 
tress Deanna Durbin; father is film 


Mr. and Mrs. Ray Mervis, son, 
Pittsburgh, June 20. Father’s a 
theatre owner. 























'. Mr, and Mrs. Flo Cassinelli, son, 


Pittsburgh, June 18. Father plays 
with Deuces Wild at Midway 


Lounge there. . 

Mr. and Richard Goldstone, 
daughter, Hollywood, June 20. 
Father is a Metro producer. 

d Mrs. Bennett S. Rosner, 


Phin Fe or, June.17 Norwalk, Conn 
? e 17, a 
motion 


Father.is ad- manager of 
pro 
division. 
ee and Py a Fennel 
er, June mxville, 
Te a Father is WMGM, N.‘Y., op- 


tions r. 
eer. and Mrs. Joe ra 
, June 


a a video director at KTTV 


Mr. and Mrs. Richard. Kay, son, 
Hollywood, June 20. Father is as- 
sociate producer with Jewel Pro- 


ns. ‘ 
Mr. and Mrs. Jules Archer, son, 
their third, June 4, Sharon, Conn 
He’s a novelist, ra 


TV and film 


; 


Cost 
Weaver anticipates each film 





could be made for approximately 





itial presentation. 

Weaver is alerted to the fact that 
the theatre-pix men may resist the 
idea of embracing TV and its per- 
sonalities. Getting the okay for the 
Martin & Lewis “theatrevision” 
presentation, for example, would 
require an okay from Hal Wallis, 
to whom the comics are committed 
for additional Hollywood product. 
Some conflict may arise on a Metro 
go-ahead on the Durante film, too, 
but Weaver feels this can be re- 
solved satisfactorily, plus an all- 
clear on the Berle, Cantor and Cae- 
sar-Coca presentations, since no 
contractual priorities exist. (Weaver 
is currently huddling with the tal- 
ent on the deals.) 

Feelers have been put out to dis- 
tributors; Weaver arming himself 
with the following ammatnition, 
which he’s convinced is so surefire 
that resistance will break down. 

1. The “theatrevision” product is 
pre-tested theatre, for the material 
has been seen at one time or an- 
other by audiences averaging 
15,000,000 viewers on each TV 
showing. However, not every view- 
er has seen all the shows of their 
favorite comics. NBC considers this 
TV audience as a natural for thea- 
tre patronage. 

2. These 15,000,000 viewers, sur- 
veys have disclosed, have practicai- 
ly stopped going to film houses and 
therefore represent « “new audi- 
ence” that can be weaned back to 
the boxoffice via “theatrevision.” 

3. Actually a potential 45,000,000 
film house audience is in the offing, 
according to Weaver's estimates, 
since the surveys disclose that the 
15,000,000 viewing a top TV show 
represent’only a third of the avail- 
able TV audience. The other 30,- 
000,000 would thus have an oppor- 
tunity to catch up on the shows 
they’ve missed on video. 

4. This TV-incepted film, utiliz- 
ing all-video techniques, represents 
a new type entertainment for film 
houses and may thus be the needed 
stimulant to reKindle interest in 
theatregoing. 

5. Millions throughout the coun- 
try in the non-TV areas, it’s felt, 
would flock to the film houses to 
view the shows that up to now 
have been strictly “rumors” in their 
bailiwick. 

While NBC is bullish on the 
monetary returns accruing from 
such a venture, its primary concern 
lies in the NBC promotional as- 
pects. To further this promotion, it 
would ide an auxiliary opening 
film of a performance by Arturo 
Toscanini and the NBC Symphony 
Orchestra: x 


For some time the network has 
been seriously concerned over the 
“wastage” inherent in one-shot live 
TV performances, At the same time 
it recognizes that-the answer to 
pecpreaating product doesn’t-lie in 

escope, with its still-dubious 
quality, and feels that a 35m pro- 


8.| jection of the shows may be the 








"46, ‘annual total 
$1.50 per share, with no decrease 
a a aes ee oe 

any e near 
future. 

Col last year boosted its divvy 
to 75¢, up from 50c in the pre- 
vious year. In °48 only a 244% 
stock dividend was declared arfd in 
both *47 and *46 payment amounted 


to $1 plus a 242% stock dividend. 


WBKB’s $1 Dividend 
Chicago, June 26. 
While majority of exhibitor cor- 
porations are aside mid- 
year dividends, Balaban & Katz 
circuit, whose WBKB television op- 
eration is offsetting its theatre 
slide, announced it will carve off a 
$1 dividend on its 262,000 
standing shares. 


Melon will be cut June 26. 





out: | Paul 


The lure of big money is com- 
pletely overshadowing their dis- 
solve from pictures but they seem 
willing to take the gamble. They 
well know that once they make pic- 
tures for TV they will be bypassed 
by studios and theatre owners. In 
some quarters this move by the 
stars is seen as a forerunner of 
studios turning their facilities to 
TV production. If the stars show 
the way to big returns and con- 
tinuing profits it would follow-as a 
protective move for the studios to 
get on the gravy train. Several 
studios are known to be exploring 
these possibilities and top execs 
are closely following the trend, 
which is taking sharp form. 


Radio, Too 


Many of the big names are prim- 
ing their careers for television 
through the adjunct of radio. Now 
that Humphrey Bogart and Lauren 
Bacall are pocketing better than 
$5,000 weekly for their half-hour 
open-end transcriptions for Fred- 
eric Ziv, others are looking avidly 
to this source of revenue to but- 
tress their dwindling income from 
pictures. When Metro's Radio At- 
tractions learned that Ziv was ne- 
gotiating with Red Skelton they 
intercepted the comedian and put 
him under contract for a series of 
half hour, open-end platters on a 
straight guarantee. Bogart’s deal 
calls for a weekly guarantee that 
nets the family team around $4,000 
a week plus 25% of the sales. 

_ Now negotiating with CBS for 
radio deals are Loretta Young, 
Claudette Colbert and James 
Mason. Presently in the midst 
of a deal with Ziv is Clarke Gable, 
who in past years never cared 
much for radio. Audrey Totter 
starts a CBS sustaining series next 
week.. One program director at a 
network has said, “I have a list of 
applicants longer than a studio 
casting office, and must of them 
the biggest names in pictures.” 


birth of the picture business. It 
is pointed out that the output of 
pictures for TV after the freeze is 
lifted and 1,800 new stations are 
licensed will be three times what 
it was in the peak years. More 
than 75% of the stations will sub- 
sist on film and kinescope and the 
devouring appetite for entertain- 
ment will keep the cinema mills 
grinding day and night. 


MARRIAGES 


Martha Cohen to Jack Green, 
New York, June 24. He’s with the 
_— Corp. of America television 

e 

oan Greenberg to Al Brodax, 
Westport, Conn., June 24. He’s 
with the William Morris Agency 
television department. 

Edna _ Silverman to Harold 
Cohen, Oceanside, L. 1, June 24 
He’s a resident attorney at William 
Morris Agency, N. Y. 

Martha Davis to Richard Fackler, 
San Antonio, June 22. Bride was 
secretary to the city manager of 
Interstate Theatre circuit there. 

Jeanne Gleason to Russell D. 
Clark, Flint, Mich., June 17. Bride 
is member of the Gleason-Sanborn 


0. 
Patricia Fogarty to Les Lear, Jr., 
June’ 23, Chicago. He’s member 
= NBC's “Welcome Traveler” staff 
ere. ¥ 
Doris Roberts to Dick Oswald, 
, June 22. Bride works 





v 


Aig aire of Pittsburgh Light 
ce 

Opera Assn. and is ter of 
Percy Roberts, Pitts Sym- 


phony treasurer. 
Audrey Mary Wilkins to James 
Shee the. don cate el amas 
’s e u e 
Wilkins, KD 


KA, Pittsburgh, mu- 


Viula Papas to Anthony Kourni- 
vith ate tangy Bitobaege 
etro exchange " 
Chellis Carney to Jean Pierre 
Willemetz, Marnes-la Coquette, 
near Paris, June 17. Groom is 
music publisher, and son of Albert 
Willemetz, prexy of SACEM 
(French equivalent of ASUAP). 

Marion Sisk to Dean Beaumont, 
Beverly Hills, Cal., June 23. Bride 
is daughter of Warner producer 
Robert Sisk. 

Harriet Bender to Emanuel Kan- 
del, New York, June 17. He is vee- 
pee of Bonded Film Storage. N Y. 

Barbara Anne Flinn to Edgar 
Small, New York, June 19. Bride 
is a model; he the stepson of agent 
Small and the son of Lillian 





duction head Dore Scharv.« 


To Hollywood it will mean a re- - 

















Schary Small. sister of Metro pro-. 
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—TO: 


COLN-MERCURY D 


GLORIA . 


RAY 
SWANSON BLOCH 


Director Johnny Wray and Joe Grotz. 
Mark Leddy, Leon Newman, Art Hughes, Eddie Brinkman, Art Hannis. 


The Band, God love ‘em. 


~~ . 


‘Rae MacGregor, Norma Thornton, Betty Lorraine, Jedn Goodall, Gieiian Darcy, 


Ingrid Secretan—and Betty Chestnut and Virginia Schreiber. 


Frank Belcastro, Paul Levitan, Pete ieteewsted eit pik AMitaesedlic wk vo Sesigel wudliien 


Al Sabin, cameramen Lee Rothberg, Wally Norman and George Moses, or Richard 


- Gorta, Harry Manck, Fred Walters, eer re Miligg English, Roy Simpler and Henry 


Claudet.. 


Hal Davis,. Herb Landon, Ruby Juster, Barbara DeMott and Johnny Miles. 


Tinta; Iie, Look, Variety, The ‘The New Yorker, Radio TV Mirror, Billboard, TV Guide; Photo- 


play, TV Digest, TV Re and all the ‘guys and delle’ of the press 


Uncle — Margot Donovan, Rita Kupsick, Carmine Santulie, — Bombard — and 3 


Florence Klemens. . 
Al Amato, our corps of ushers at CBS #51 oiit ips Intmonath 
George Crandall, Jim Kane, Ethel Kirsner, Dorothy Leffler and "Iz" Siegal. 


The guy who dreamed up the co-axial cable—cni color TV. , 
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